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FEW  years  ago,  fome 
phyficians  in  London,  a- 
greed  to  meet  together 
mutual  improvement  in 
the  practice  of  their  profeffion.  The 
reigning  difeafes  of  the  feafon,  with 
the  methods  of  cure  that  were 
found  moft  effectual ;  new  difcove- 
ries  in  phyiick,  either  here  or  abroad, 
and  more  efpecially  jfuch  as  they 
themfelves  had  either  made  or  exa- 
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mined,  were  intended  to  be  the  prin¬ 
cipal  topicks  of  converfation, 

The  perfons  who  formed  this 
Society,  were  either  fuch  as  had  the 

care  of  hofpitals,  or  were  otherwife 
in  fome  degree  of  repute  in  their 

profeffion  ;  and  confequently  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  making 
obfervations  themfelves,  and  of  ve¬ 
rifying,  in  the  courfe  of  their  prac¬ 
tice,  the  difcoveries  of  others.  When 
difficult  cafes  occurred  to  any  of 
them,  the  reft  were  confulted ;  and 
that  method  of  cure,  which  ap¬ 
peared  moft  likely  to  be  attended 
with  fuccefs,  was  tryed,  and  the 
event  communicated. 

v-  l  •  '  •  \  1 

When  thefe  meetings  had  conti¬ 
nued  a  conftderable  time,  fome  of  the 
members  became  delirous  of  making 
the  publick  partakers  of  the  advan^ 
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tages  that  might  be  derived  from  fuch 
an  afiociation :  accordingly  they,  with 
fome  other  phylicians,  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  Society,  for  collecting 
and  publifhing  Medical  Obfervatiom 
and  Inquiries. 

There  is  not  perhaps,  in  Europe,  a 
place  more  proper  for  an  inftitution 
of  this  nature  than  this  metropolis; 
as  there  are  no  where  more  eminent 
phylicians,  whofe  extenlive  practice 
mult  furnifh  frequent  opportunities 
of  obfervation  and  experience*  No 
place  abounds  more  with  well  regu¬ 
lated  holpitals,  where  new  and  in- 
flruCtive  cafes  frequently  occur.  The 
extenlive  commerce,  that  is  here  car¬ 
ried  on  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  af¬ 
fords  the  greateft  advantages  for  efta- 
bl  ilhing  a  general  correlpondence ; 
and  our  particular  connexion  with 
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the  Britifh  colonies  and  fettlements, 
where  there  are  phyflcians  of  great 
experience  and  abilities,  will  be  the 
means  of  our  receiving  much  ufeful 
information. 

With  thefe  advantages,  is  it  not 
a  reflection  on  the  faculty,  that, 
whilft  learned  fccieties  in  many  parts 
of  the  world  are  vying  with  each 
other,  which  flrall  contribute  moft  to 
the  improvement  of  medical  know- 
’  ledge,  no  attempts  or  this  kind  have 
hitherto  been  made  in  London  ? 

The  world  is  greatly  indebted  to  the 
Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh  for  their 
curious  and  ufeful  effays;  and  has 
iuft  reafon  to  regret  that  the  profecu- 
tion  of  fo  ufeful  a  defign  has  been 
dropped.  The  colle&ion  flnce  pub- 
-lifhed  there,  may,  indeed,  in  fome 
degree,  be  confldered  as  a  conti¬ 
nuation 
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nuation  of  that  valuable  work ;  yet 
its  prefent  form  feems  to  render  it 
liable  to  moll  of  the  objections 
made  againft  both  the  Philofophi- 
cal  TranlaCtions  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  and  thofe  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris ;  of  which  it  is 
juftly  obferved,  in  the  preface  to  the 
Medical  E flays,  “  That  thele  are  va- 
“  luable  treafures,  that  publick  libra- 
“  ries  cannot  be  without,  and  all 
“  learned  men  with  to  poflels  j  in 
“  the  numerous  volumes  of  which, 
“  many  parts  of  medicine  have  been 
“  treated  with  the  utmoft  accuracy 
“  and  ingenuity;  but  the  conftitu- 
s<  tion  of  the  Englifh  Society  and 
u  French  Academy  does  not  allow 
i  ‘  them  to  infert  feveral  things, which 
11  a  plan,  calculated  only  for  the  im- 
iC  provement  of  phyflck,  would  ea- 
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“  lily  admit :  and  it  is  to  be  regret- 
“  ted,  that  their  papers  are  not 
“  fo  univerfally  pur  chafed  as  they 
<c  ought,  by  thofe  who  are  imploy- 
“  ed  in  medicine,  becaufe  the  greater 
“  fhare  of  the  trails  are  not  imme- 
“  diately  relative  to  their  proper 
“  buiinefs,  but  treat  of  natural  hif- 
“  tory,  mechanicks,  aftronomy,  ab- 
“  ftrail  mathematicks,  &*c. 

There  are  many  cafes  and  ob- 
fervations  which  are  only  proper  to 

come  before  a  fociety  of  phylicians ; 
as  there  are  fome,  which  are  too 
important  to  be  fupprefled,  yet  can¬ 
not  decently  be  read  in  a  mixed 
company  ;  and  there  are  others,  of 
the  merits  of  which,  phylicians  only 
can  be  adequate  judges,  and  which 
would  appear  neither  entertaining 
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nor  inftru&ive  to  philofophers  or 
mathematicians. 

The  reader  will  ealil y  compre¬ 
hend,  from  this  firft  volume,  the 
nature  of  our  plan;  which  is  in¬ 
deed  no  other  than  that  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  great  Lord  Bacon; 
who  advifes  us  “to  revive  the  Hippo- 
“  cratic  method  of  composing  nar- 
“  ratives  of  particular  cafes,  in  which 
“  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  the  man- 
“  ner  of  treating  it,  and  the  confe- 
“  quences,  are  to  be  fpecified  * : 
“  to  attempt  the  cure  of  thofe  di- 
“  feafes,  which,  in  his  opinion,  have 
‘  ‘  been  too  boldly  pronounced  incu- 
“  rable  -j~ :  and,  laftly,  to  extend  our 
“  inquiries  after  the  powers  of  parti- 

*  De  Aug.  Scient.  L.  IV.  Cap.  2. 

f  Id.  ibid. 


“  cular 


x  The  PREFACE. 


<c  cular  medicines  in  the  cure  of 
“  particular  difeafes  J.” 

Agreeable  to  this  rational  plan, 
the  Society  will  proceed  to  collect 
and  publifh  fuch  fadts  and  obferva- 
tions  as  occur  to  them,  and  appear 
conducive  to  the  advancement  of 
medical  fcience. 

And  they  flatter  themfelves,  when 
it  is  publickly  known  that  a  Society 
of  this  nature  is  fet  on  foot  in  Lon¬ 
don,  they  will  meet  with  fufficient 
incouragement,  from  thofe  who  wijfh 
well  to  the  improvement  of  medi¬ 
cine,  to  proceed  in  fo  ufeful  an 
undertaking. 

It  is  by  no  means  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  publifh  indifcriminately, 
whatever  papers  they  may  receive  y 
but  to  feleft,  for  this  purpofe, 

J  De  Aug.  Sclent.  L.  IV.  Cap.  II. 
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fuch  as  fhalf  appear  of  ufe  and  im¬ 
portance. 

All  new  and  ufeful  obfervations, 
defcribed  with  clearnefs  and  candour, 
will  be  thankfully  received,  and 
published  when  a  fufficient  number 
are  collected  to  make  a  volume  :  as 
alio,  fuch  lingle  cafes  as  tend  to  con¬ 
firm  or  explain,  what  was  before 
imperfectly  known  or  underftood, 
or  from  which  fome  new  truth  may 
be  clearly  deduced. 

But  thofe  faCts  and  cafes,  that  are 
either  doubtful,  or  from  which  it  is 
difficult  to  derive  any  ufeful  infor¬ 
mation,  will  be  referved  till  a  num¬ 
ber  of  others,  fufficient  to  give  them 
weight  and  value,  fhall  be  col¬ 
lected. 

Relations  of  unfuccefsful  attempts, 
or  even  errors  in  the  cure  of  di- 

feafes. 


xii  The  PREFACE. 

feafes,  often  furnifh  matter  of  in-* 
flru&ion ;  for  which  reafon,  fuch 
accounts  will  be  acceptable,  and  the 
relator  treated  with  the  candour  due 
to  a  perfon  ingenuous  enough  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  a  miftake ;  and  his  name, 
if  it  be  delired,  lhall  be  concealed. 

Hypothetical  dilquifitions,  points 
of  controverfy,  numerous  and  need- 
lefs  quotations ;  in  fhort,  whatever 
has  rather  a  tendency  to  fhew  the 
parts  and  erudition  of  the  writer 
than  to  advance  medical  knowledge, 
will  be  fupprefled. 

Papers ,  intended  for  the  Society  i 
may  he  addreffed  to  any  of  the  Phy- 
fcians  in  London ,  whofe  places  of  re~ 
fdence  are  mentioned  in  the  Table  of 
Contents. 
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I.  An  account  of  a  woman  who  was  cured  of 
a  fpafmodick  contraction  of  the  Lower  Jaw, 
commonly  called  a  Locked- Jaw,  occafoned 
by  the  laceration  of  the  tendon  of  one  of 
her  fingers .  By  Dr .  J.  Silvefter,  F.  R.  S . 
Read  Dec»  io,  1753* 

lizabeth  Fox,  of  the  pa¬ 
rish  of  St.  George’s,  Middlefex, 
aged  23  years,  of  a  good  and 
ftrong  habit  of  body,  had  the  mif- 
fortune,  on  the  fir  ft  of  January  1749,  to  fall 
down,  as  fbe  was  walking  in  Whitechapel; 
by  which  accident  fhe  broke  and  lacerated 
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the  firffc  joint  of  the  fourth  finger  of  her 
right  hand,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  rendered 
it  incapable  of  ever  being  of  fervice  to  her  $ 
and  as  it  gave  her  the  moft  exquifite  pain,  fhe 
came  that  evening  to  the  London  Holpital, 
where  Mr.  Harrifon,  one  of  our  furgeons, 
took  it  off  immediately  ;  which  gave  her 
prefent  eafe$  and  fhe  continued  to  come 
every  day  as  an  out-patient,  to  have  her 
finger  dreft.  But  as  part  of  the  fecond  joint 
had  been  likewife  denudated,  and  lacerated 

-  .  s  ) 

by  the  fall,  the  pain  daily  increafed  ;  and  the 
fkin  and  flefh,  inftead  of  covering  the  joint, 
and  cicatrizing,  were  rather  drawn  back, 
every  day  more  and  more ;  till  at  laffc  the 
whole  hand  was  greatly  fwelled,  and  feveral 
abfcefles  were  formed  in  the  palm  of  it  5 
upon  which  (he  was  blooded,  and  taken 
into  the  houfe  on  the  17th.  The  fame  even¬ 
ing  (he  was  feized  with  a  fpafmodick  con¬ 
traction  of  the  elevating  mufcles  of  the  lower 
jaw;  which  gave  her  great  uneafinefs  all 
night ;  and,  in  the  morning,  fhe  found  that 
fhe  could  take  no  nourifhment,  but  what  was 
poured  down  with  a  tea  fpoon ;  which,  as  fhe 

could 
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could  fcarce  move  her  jaw,  would  have  been 
almoft  impoffible,  without  breaking  feme 
of  her  teeth,  if  the  under  jaw  had  not 
naturally  projected  beyond  the  upper. 

As  foon  as  this  terrible  fymptbm  made  its 
appearance,  Mr.  Harrifon  defired  I  would 
take  this  woman  under  my  care  3  upon  which, 
on  the  1 8th,  I  directed  a  blifter  to  be  put  to 
her  back,  another  round  her  throat,  and 
one  behind  each  ear,  and  prefcribed  fome 
alexipharmick  and  volatile  medicines  to  be 
given  frequently  and  in  large  dofes.  She 
continued  under  this  courfe  till  the  20th ; 
during  which  time  fhe  grew  worfe  and 
worfe  3  her  jaw  became  immoveable  3  her 
fpeech  was  quite  altered  3  violent  and  fre¬ 
quent  fpafms  feized  her  along  the  fpine  3 
which,  when  fhe  attempted  to  fit  up  at  any 
time,  would  pull  her  back  upon  the  pillow, 
with  fuch  force,  as  if  fhe  was  throwing  her- 
felf  back  with  the  greateft  violence,  at  the 
fame  time  thrufting  her  legs  and  arms  out  to 
their  greateft  extent.  In  fhort,  every  part  was 
almoft  continually  convulfed  3  and  the  pain 
was  fo  great,  that  fhe  could  not  pofilbly  get 

B  2  any 
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any  deep ;  her  fight,  hearing,  and  memory, 
were  likewife  greatly  impaired.  On  the  20th 
I  ordered  her  20  drops  of  twffiura  thebaic  a 
every  fix  hours  in  a  julep.  The  21ft  I 
found  the  fymptoms  as  it  were  at  a  ftand ; 
I  then  increafed  the  dofe  of  the  tintfura 
thebaica  to  30  drops  every  fix  hours. 

The  2 2d  I  found  her  fomewhat  relieved, 
and  her  head  better ;  I  then  increafed  the 
dofe  to  40  drops  every  fix  hours. 

The  23d  fhe  had  flept  near  half  an  hour 
three  different  times,  and  her  fpafms  became 
lefs  frequent,  though  near  as  violent.  As  I 
found  that  the  opium  had  none  but  the  moffc 
defirable  effedls,  I  ordered  her  3  grains  of 
the  extradt  three  times  a  day. 

The  24th  I  found  her  furprifingly  mend¬ 
ed,  and  thought  I  might  fafely  leffen  the 
quantity  of  opium  to  2  grains  inftead  of  3 ; 
but,  on  the  25th,  I  found  fhe  had  got  no 
ground,  and  that  it  was  neceflary  to  increafe 
the  opium,  which  I  did  to  8  grains  in  the 
day,  that  is,  2  grains  to  be  taken  in  the 
morning,  2  in  the  afternoon,  and  4  at  night  $ 
which  dofe  I  increafed  the  27th  to  6  grains. 
In  this  manner  fhe  continued  till  the  30th, 

when. 


Medical  Obfer  vat  ions  and  Inquiries .  c 

when,  finding  that  the  fpafms  were  rather 
kept  under  than  cured,  and  that  the  jaw 
remained  almoft  equally  locked,  I  defired 
Mr.  Harrifon  to  take  off  the  whole  finger ; 
for  as  part  of  the  bone  of  the  fecond  joint 
was  grown  more  bare,  and  the  Ikin  and 
tendons  drawn  back,  pall:  recovery,  I  much 
fufpefted  that  all  I  was  doing  was  fcarce 
any  thing  more  than  barely  palliating  the 
feverity  of  the  fymptoms,  unlefs  the  caufe 
was  removed :  And  indeed,  though  the  night 
after  this  amputation  was  rather  worfe  than 
any  fhe  had  had  for  a  week,  yet  the  next 
day  fhe  began  to  mend,  and  continued  to 
do  fo  every  day  more  and  more ;  her  con- 
vulfions  left  her  by  degrees,  firft  thofe  of  the 
arms  and  back,  and  then  thofe  of  the  legs : 
the  wound  proved  kind,  and  cicatrized  as 
foon  as  could  be  expedled ;  but  the  jaw  ftili 
remained  ftiff  and  difficult  to  move.  As  the 
fymptoms  abated,  I  lefiened  the  dofe  of 
opium,  nearly  at  the  rate  of  one  grain 
every  day,  till  fhe  took  but  one ;  which  I 
continued  for  fome  time  longer  at  night.  At 
laft,  in  the  beginning  of  March,  fhe  returned 
thanks,  and  went  out  of  the*Hofpital  per- 

B  3  fe&ly 
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fedtly  cured,  excepting  a  fmall  degree  of 
ftiffnefs  in  her  jaw,  which  prevented  her 
opening  it  as  wide  as  fhe  was  ufed  to  do  be¬ 
fore  this  accident.  It  is  remarkable  in  this 
cafe,  that  though  the  patient  was  not  ufed 
to  take  opium,  fhe  took  it  in  fo  great  a  dofe 
without  any  bad  effedt :  On  the  contrary,  it 
cleared  her  head,  made  here  fpirits  greatly 
better,  and  her  fpeech  more  lively,  and  at 
the  fame  time  her  appetite  and  ftrength 
increafed. 

I  have  long  waited  for  an  opportunity  of 
trying  a  fecond  time,  the  method  which  I 
have  here  followed  with  fuccefs  3  being  fen- 
iible  that  one  inftance  is  fcarce  of  confe- 
quence  enough  to  defer ve  attention  3  but  as 
I  have  not  met  with  any  for  fo  many  years, 
and  poffibly  may  not  for  many  more,  I 
thought  it  might  not  be  altogether  impro¬ 
per,  or  ufelefs  to  mankind,  to  communicate 
a  method  which  fucceeded  once  3  as  I  own  I 
have  never  yet  heard  of  any  other  that  did. 
I  have  given  a  plain  narrative  of  fadts  only, 
purpofely  omitting  any  hypothefis>  or  reafon- 
ing,  either  on  the  nature,  or  caufe  of  the 
difeafe,  or  operations  of  the  remedy.  I 

have 
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have  Iikewife  avoided  all  quotations ;  as  I 
find  no  author  that  gives  any  fatisfactory 
account,  or  defcription  of  this  difeafe,  and 
that  they  all,  with  Hippocrates,  pronounce 
it  to  be  mortal  a. 

a  'tnoicrfioq  In)  ^^uixcch  Sumfflf&ov.  Hippocrates  Coac«e  pra> 
notiones,  Cap.  xiv.  Ex  Vulnere  Convulfio  lethalis. 

Etk  Tg&vjAcclt  cri7Ta(T{x.og  e7Tiy£vb{Asvog  Soivaaiftov. 

Convuliio  quae  in  vulnus  incidit  lethalis,  Hipp.  Aphor. 
Lib.  iv,  Se&.  v. 


II.  The 
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II.  The  caje  of  a  woman  who  was  a f lifted 
with  an  Hydrops  Peritonaei  for  the Jpace  of 
44  years ,  in  a  letter  from  Mr .  J.  Jacquin, 
a  furgeon  in  Spittlefields,  to  Dr.  Silvefter, 
and  by  him  communicated  to  the  Medical 
Society  in  London,  Jan.  7,  1754. 

SIR , 

IN  compliance  with  your  requeft,  I  fend 
you  the  following  account  of  the  cafe  of 
Elizabeth  Boucheret,  who  died  at  the  French 
Hofpital  in  St.  Luke's  parifh,  in  London*  on 
the  15th  of  December  1752,  aged  82  years. 

Elizabeth  Boucheret  was  in  her  youth  of 
a  flender  habit,  but  well  proportioned ;  fhe 
was  fickly,  and  very  irregular  in  her  monthly 
courfes,  to  which  her  conftant  fitting,  as  fhe 
earned  her  bread  by  winding  of  filk,  might 
perhaps  contribute  ;  however,  as  fhe  advan¬ 
ced  in  years,  fhe  grew  healthier  and  ftronger ; 
till  one  day,  being  then  near  30  years  old, 
fhe  fatigued,  and  heated  herfelf  exceffively 
with  cleaning  her  houfe ;  and  being  in  a  great 
fweat,  went  down  into  a  damp  kitchen  un¬ 
derground;  where  fhe  had  not  been  long,  be¬ 
fore  fhe  felt  the  bad  effedts  of  cooling  herfelf 

fo 
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fo  fuddenly 3  and  foon  became  fo  cold  and 
that  die  could  neither  get  up  nor  move, 
feeling  at  the  fame  time  the  rnoft  exquifite 
pains  all  over.  In  this  condition  fhe  was 
carried  to  bed;  where  fhe  continued  for  fome 
days 3  and  after  having  taken  proper  reme¬ 
dies,  recovered  in  a  fhort  time,  and  was  freed 
of  all  her  pains  3  excepting  an  uneafinefs  about 
her  belly  and  loins,  which  fhe  at  firfc  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  only  occafioned  by  her  menfes  3 
as  it  was  that  kind  of  pain  fhe  ufually  felt  a 
day  or  two  before  their  coming :  but  though 
fhe  had  them  very  regularly,  the  uneafinefs 
in  her  loins  and  abdomen  never  left  her  en¬ 
tirely  3  but  was  now  and  then  increafed  upon 
her  catching  any  cold,  or  fatiguing  herfelf 
too  much.  During  this  time,  her  health 
was  in  other  refpedts  tolerably  good,  and  fhe 
went  on  with  her  ufual  work  3  ’till  at  length, 
in  her  36th  year,  fhe  obferved  her  belly  was 
fwelled3  which  however  occafioned  her  fo 
little  pain,  that  her  neighbours  made  that 
difcovery  almoft  as  foon  as  herfelf,  and  very 
uncharitably  accounted  for  the  caufe  of  her 
fwelling  3  but  time  cleared  her  character, 
though  it  increafed  her  complaint  3  and  not- 

withftanding 
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with  landing  die  followed  every  method  that 
was  thought  of  for  her  relief,  (excepting  tap¬ 
ping,  to  which  fine  would  never  confent)  £he 
continued  to  fwell  more  and  more  every 
day,  for  upwards  of  two  years ;  ’till  having 
acquired  pretty  near  the  bulk  (he  had  at  her 
death,  die  continued  at  that  fame  point,  or 
degree  of  bignefs,  without  any  perceptible 
variation,  for  44  years.  As  the  fluctuation 
of  a  fluid  was  very  plain,  die  had  frequently 
been  importuned  to  be  tapped,  as  the  only 
means  of  getting  a  cure  :  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  die  conftantly  refufing  to  fubmit  to  it. 
In  the  beginning  of  her  illnefs,  die  was  will¬ 
ing  to  try  any  other  method  firlt ;  and  when 
die  found  that  die  had  not  increafed  for  feme 
time,  die  flattered  herfelf  that  die  might  foon 
grow  better  without  it  5  and  at  laft  became 
fo  ufed  to  her  complaint,  that  as  it  was  only 
troublefome,  and  not  painful,  and  as  die  was 
fure  of  a  maintenance,  die  thought  it  would 
have  been  highly  imprudent  to  run  any  rifque 
of  her  life  for  the  fake  only  of  acquiring  a 
little  more  eafe.  During  this  time  the  ex- 
ceffive  weight  of  water  made  her  very 
unwieldly,  and  unable  to  ftir  but  very  little, 

and 
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and  forced  her  to  fit  rather  than  lie  in  her 
bed  to  get  deep  ;  her  appetite  was  fmall,  and 
fhe  never  had  any  extraordinary  thirft.  In 
this  manner  fhe  fpun  out  a  tedious  and  lin¬ 
gering  life  5  and  without  any  other  remark¬ 
able  complaint,  or  any  trouble  from  her  old 
diflemper,  died  at  laft  of  old  age  at  82, 

Curious  to  learn  the  nature  of  a  dropfy 
that  could  continue  for  44  years  in  an 
almoft  invariable  flate,  two  days  after  her 
deceafe  I  opened  her,  and  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obfervations. 

She  was  emaciated  to  the  greatefl  degree ; 
the  navel  was  abfolutely  obliterated ;  the 
teguments  of  the  abdomen  were  extreamly 
diftended,  (for  fhe  meafured  upwards  of 
three  yards  round  the  waift)  and  proporti- 
onably  thin,  but  fo  confufed,  that  the  muf- 
cles  could  fcarce  be  diftinguifhed  any  where, 
but  at  their  tendinous  infertions.  The 
lamella  of  the  peritonaeum  were  feparated 
from  each  other  ;  their  outward  furface  was 
perfectly  fmooth  and  even  3  but  the  internal 
one  was  very  rough  and  fcirrhous,  and  each 
of  the  lamella  was  thicker  than  they  are 
both  together  in  a  healthy  ftate.  Within  the 
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cavity,  formed  by  the  reparation  of  thefe 
lamella ,  were  contained  51  pints  of  a  foetid, 
thick,  vifcous,  and  faline  fluid,  which  had 
depofited  a  kind  of  a  muddy  faline  fedi- 
ment  round  about,  but  efpecially  at  the 
bottom  part,  where  the  chryftals  were  larger 
and  more  difcernible,  fome  being  near  as 
big  as  a  fmall  hempfeed,  of  a  prifmatical 
form,  nearly  refembling  the  chryftals  of 
nitre^  the  others  were  much  fmaller,  and 
fcarce  diftinguifhable  but  by  their  fhining. 
The  epiploon  was  extreamly  thin,  and  void 
of  any  fat ;  as  was  alfo  the  mefentery;  which 
was  full  of  obftru&ed  and  fcirrhous  glands  s 
the  ftomach  was  very  fmall,  and  the  intef- 
tins  fo  contracted,  that  I  could  fcarcely  in¬ 
troduce  my  finger  into  the  redlum ;  the 
liver,  fpleen,  and  other  <vifcera ,  were  all 
found,  but  fmaller  than  is  ufually  found  in 
a  healthy  body.  I  am,  with  due  refpedt. 


Sir,  &c. 

Lambftreet  Spittlefields, 
London,  31  Dec.  1753. 


J.  Jacc^uin. 


III.  A 
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III.  A  letter  from  Dr .  Alexander  RufTell 
to  Dr .  John  Fothergill,  defer ibing  the 
Scammony  Plant. 


Dear  Sir ,  Aleppo ,  Auguft  25,  1752. 

According  to  my  promife,  I  now  fend 
you  an  exad:  drawing  and  deferipti- 
on  of  the  plant  that  yields  the  true  Aleppo 
Scammony  of  the  fhops,  with  fuch  parti¬ 
culars  concerning  it,  as  appeared  in  the  leaft 
worth  your  notice,  and  which  occurred  to 
me,  in  a  journey  I  lately  made  through 
that  part  of  the  country  where  the  plant  is 
found  in  the  greateft  plenty. 

The  drawing  was  taken  from  a  frefh 
plant  procured  for  that  purpofe  from  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  there  being  none  to  be 
found  within  lefs  than  fifteen  miles  of  this 


city  5  and  I  muft  do  the  ingenious  gentleman, 
who  was  fo  kind  as  to  take  this  trouble, 
the  juftice  to  fay,  he  has  given  a  moft  exadt 
reprefentation  of  it.  It  may  however  be 
noted,  that  for  the  fake  of  exhibiting  more 
diftindtly  the  leaves,  ftalks,  and  manner  of 

growth 
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growth  of  the  plant,  the  whole  of  the  foli¬ 
age,  with  which  it  is  covered,  is  not  here 
expreffed. 

Though  a  tolerably  exaCt  notion  of  it* 
and  the  method  of  collecting  the  Scammony 
called  by  the  natives  Mahmoody,  will 
perhaps  be  conceived  from  viewing  thefe 
figures,  yet  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fub- 
join  the  following  defcription.  This  plant 
then  is  the 

Convolvulus ,  foliis  fagittatis ,  pojlice  trun - 
catisy  peduncidis  biforis .  Roy.  Lugdb.  427, 
Mat.  Med.  82. 

Convolvulus  Syriacus ,  5.  Scamrnonia  Sy- 
riaca .  Morifon.  Hift.  2.  p.  12. 

Scamrnonia  Syriaca .  Bauh.  Pin.  294. 

Scammonium  Syriacum ,  Antiochenum  of 
Lobel.  Icon.  620. 

This  plant  agrees  in  its  characters  of 
fructification,  with  the  convolvulus  as  de¬ 
ferred  by  Linnaeus,  in  his  Genera  Planta- 
rum ,  excepting,  that  he  confines  the  number 
of  feeds  to  two,  whereas  there  are  oftner 
three,  fometimes  four,  in  the  Scammony. 

The 
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The  root  is  generally  from  three  to  four 
feet  long,  and  about  as  many  inches  in  dia¬ 
meter,  covered  with  a  pretty  thick,  afh- 
coloured  bark.  The  inner  fubftance  of  the 
root  is  of  a  white  colour,  and  manifeftly 
confifts  of  two  parts.  Firft,  a  number  of 
ftrong  woody  fibres  running  lengthways ;  and 
next,  fmall  bundles  of  veflels  which  contain 
a  milky  liquor,  running  in  the  interfiles  of 
the  others.  Upon  cutting  the  root  tranf- 
verfely,  this  ftrudure  is  very  vifible ;  the  fap 
veflels  being  eafily  diftinguifhed  by  their 
yellow  colour  and  fpongy  texture  :  And  in 
young  roots  the  open  mouths  of  thefe  vef- 
fels  are  clearly  difcernible  without  glafles. 

From  this  root  arife  a  great  number  of 
fmall,  round,  pliant  ftalks,  about  the  fize  of 
a  fmall  goofe  quill,  running  out  either  on 
the  earth,  or  any  other  fupport  they  meet 
with,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  or  more. 
From  thefe  fpring  other  fmaller  ftalks  or 
branches  at  unequal  diftances,  and  of  little 
lefs  extent  than  the  main  ftalks. 

The  leaves  grow  out  from  thefe  lefler 
ftalks  irregularly ;  they  are  thin,  foft,  and  of 
a  bright  green  colour,  about  an  inch  and  *. 

broad, 
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broad,  in  the  wideft  part;  growing  narrower 
from  thence  gradually  to  a  point  like  the 
Jagittaria .  That  part  next  to  the  (talk  has 
on  each  fide  the  footftalk  two  femicircular 
notches  or  engrailures,  the  one  deeper  than 
the  other  ;  which,  as  well  as  the  variety 
that  is  in  fome  of  the  leaves,  will  be  better 
underftood  from  the  figure  than  from  a 
defcription. 

The  flowers  grow  upon  a  (lender  eredt 
ftem,  of  about  fix  inches  long  ;  divided  near 
the  top  into  two  final  1  pedicles  an  inch  or 
two  in  length,  each  fupporting  a  pale  yel¬ 
low,  or  fulphur  coloured,  bell  fhaped  flower, 
with  its  brim  turned  outwards  and  undi¬ 
vided.  Thefe  flowers  begin  to  be  fent  off 
from  the  ftalk,  within  about  two  feet  from 
the  root,  and  fo  continue  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  plant :  the  great  number  of 
flowers,  and  their  eredt  fituation  above  the 
leaves,  affords  an  agreeable  appearance. 

The  pericarpium  is  a  brown,  membranous 
capfula ;  from  its  apex,  half  way  down,  it  is 
marked  with  four  flight  ribs  at  equal  diftan- 
ces,  each  of  which  opens  for  the  paffage  of 
the  feeds,  which,  when  ripe,  are  black,  and 

about 
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about  the  fize  of  the  fcenugreek.  Their 
form  is  neareft  that  of  a  pyramid,  with  a 
fmall  projection  from  one  fide  of  the  bafe, 
and  their  number  uncertain,  often  two,  ge¬ 
nerally  three,  fometimes  four. 

This  plant  either  trails  upon  the  ground, 
or  raifes  itfelf  upon  the  neighbouring  fhrubs, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  large  white  con¬ 
volvulus  does  upon  the  hedges  in  England. 
It  begins  to  fhoot  in  January,  it  flowers  in 
May,  towards  the  end  of  June  it  comes  to 
feed,  which  are  generally  ripe  by  Auguft. 
But  thefe  circumftances  vary  according  as  its 
place  of  growth  happens  to  be  higher  up  in 
the  cool  of  the  mountains,  or  nearer  to  the 
warmth  of  the  plains. 

The  Scammony  grows  naturally  on  all 
that  chain  of  mountains  which  extends  from 
Antioch  to  mount  Libanon,  and  on  that 
part  of  mount  Taurus  which  is  near  to 
Maraafh.  I  have  alfo  feen  it  in  the  plains 
between  Latachia  and  Tripoly  Syria,  where 
there  was  any  cover  for  it  from  the  intenfe 
heat.  From  thefe  places  it  is  chiefly  collected 
and  brought  to  Aleppo;  but  as  I  have  alfo 
feen  fome  plants  of  it  on  the  mountains 

t  '  £  J+ 
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Amanus,  I  imagine  it  might  probably  be* 
found  on  moft  of  the  hills  in  Syria  that  pro^ 
duce  any  verdure  -y  but  the  plundering  difi- 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants  renders  it  very 
unfafe  to  venture  among  them  in  fearch  of  Itd 

The  time  of  collecting  the  Seammony, 
is  in  the  beginning  of  June :  The  people 
employed  in  it  are  only  a  few  peafants,  who 
.  travel  over  the  country  on  purpofe  at  that 
feafon.  For  as  the  plant  grows  entirely 
without  culture,  the  Scammony  is  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  any  perfon  who  will  be  at  the 
pains  to  colleCt  it.  In  many  villages,  about 
which  it  grows  in  the  greateft  plenty,  the 
peafants  either  do  not  know  it,  or  are  unwill¬ 
ing  to  take  the  trouble  of  gathering  it. 

The  method  of  collecting  the  Scammo¬ 
ny  is  this :  having  cleared  away  the  earth 
from  about  the  upper  part  of  the  root,  they 
cut  off  the  top,  in  an  oblique  direction, 
about  two  inches  below  where  the  ftalks 
fpring  from  it.  Under  the  moft  depending 
part  of  the  dope  they  fix  a  fhell,  or  fome 
other  convenient  receptacle,  (fee  plate  II.  F.) 
into  which  the  milky  juice  gradually  flows. 
It  is  left  there  about  twelve  hours,  which 

time 
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lime  is  fafficient  for  the  draining  off  the 
whole  juice  :  this  however  is  in  a  fmall 
quantity,  each  root  affording  biit  a  very 
few  drafchmsa 

This’  milky  juice  from  the  feveral  roots  is 
put  together,  often  into  the  leg  of  an  old 
boot,  for  want  of  fofne  more  proper  veffel; 
where  in  a  little  time  it  grows  hard,  and  is 
the  genuine  ScammonyJ  It  is  the  root  only 
that  produces  this  concrete ;  for  the  ftalks 
and  leaves  near  the  root,5  even  when  prefled, 
afford  ho  figns  6f  a  milky  juice  5  though, 
at  the  fupefiof  extremity  of  the  plant;  the 
leaves  and  ftalks,  when  ftrongly  preffed,  do 
emit  a  very  thin  milky  liquor  ;  yet  both  the 
quantity  is  ihconfiderable,  and,  according  to 
the  beft  obfervation  I  could  make,  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  it  is  different ;  for  neither  ftalks, 
leaves,  flowers,  or  feeds,  feem  to  have  any 
purgative  quality  b. 

Of 

b  To  a  perfon,  with  whom  a  Temple  of  very  weak  Scam- 
mony  ufed  to  work  by  ftool  fix  times,  I  gave  an  infufion  of 
half  an  ounce  of  th£  dried  leaves,  with  their  frnall  ftalks, 
in  eight  ounces  of  boiling  water,  without  having  the  leaft 
vifible  effedt  upon  him. 

One  drachm  of  the  feeds  powdered,  and  made  into  a 
bolus,  giyen  to  the  fatne  perlbn,  had  as  little  effeft. 

Q  z 


Half 
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Of  this  entirely  pure  Scammony,  but 
very  little  is  brought  to  market,  the  greateft 
part  of  what  is  to  be  met  with  being  adul¬ 
terated,  if  not  by  thofe  who  gather  it,  by 
thofe  who  buy  it  of  them  abroad ;  for  the 
chief  part  of  what  is  brought  hither,  pafles 
through  the  hands  of  a  few  people,  (chiefly 
Jews)  who  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  go  to 
the  villages  of  any  note,  near  which  the 
Scammony  is  collected  ;  as  Antioch,  Shogre, 
Edlib,  Maraafh,  &c.  and  there  buying  it 
while  yet  foft,  they  have  an  opportunity  of 
mixing  it  with  fuch  other  things  as  befl: 
anfwer  this  purpofe ;  as  wheat-flower,  afhes. 

Halt  an  ounce  of  the  dryed  root  (from  which  the  Scam¬ 
mony  had  net  been  extra  6ted)  boiled  in  twelve  ounces  of 
water,  to  the  confumption  of  one  third  part  of  the  liquor, 
worked  the  lame  perfbn  five  times  by  ftool,  without  occa- 
fioning  any  gripes,  ficknefs,  or  any  manner  of  uneafinefs ; 
and  this,  upon  feveral  trials,  had  the  fame  effect. 

1  0  another  perfbn,  a  like  quantity  worked  by  ftool  four 
times ;  but  occafioned  a  mutfea  during  the  whole  time  of 
its  operation,  though  no  gripes. 

The  fame  quantity  of  the  decoction  from  a  root,  from 
which  the  milky  juice  had  been  extracted  in  the  ufual  way 
b>  mciuon,  worsted  the  tirft  mentioned  perfon  three  times 
by  ftool. 

This  decoction  of  the  root  is  entirely  without  finell,  and 

rather  fweetifh  than  dilagreeable. 
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or  fine  fand,  all  of  which  I  have  found  it 
evidently  mixed  with ;  but  there  feems  to 
be  fome  other  ingredient  fometimes  (poffi- 
bly  the  expreffed  juice)  which  makes  it  fo 
very  hard  and  undiffolvable,  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  difcover  it  to  my  fatisfadtion. 
However,  the  notion  of  its  being  mixed 
with  the  juice  of  fpurges,  feems  to  me  a 
miftake ;  for  I  can  confidently  affirm,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  above  eleven  years  exten- 
five  pradtice  in  this  city,  during  which 
time,  as  I  have  found  Scammony  a  fafe 
and  efficacious  cathartic  in  many  cafes,  I 
have  ufed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  very 
different  qualities,  and  carefully  obferved 
their  effedts,  I  never  found  that  anv  of  the 
different  fubftances,  it  was  adulterated  with, 
ever  quickened  its  operation ;  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  its  purgative  quality  was  always  ftrongeft 
in  the  pureft  Scammony,  and  lefs  fo  in  pro-? 
portion  to  the  quantity  of  other  fubftances, 
with  which  it  happened  to  be  mixed. 

Pure  Scammony  is  light,  fhining  when 
broke,  and  crumbles  with  the  leaft  force* 
when  rubbed  between  the  fingers.  If  a 

C  3  wetted 
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wetted  finger  but  touches  it,  it  turns  imme¬ 
diately  milky ;  and  if  broke,  and  put  into  a 
glafis  of  water,  it  foon  diffolves  into  a  milky 
liquor  of  a  greenifh  caft;  which  though  it 
lets  fall  a  fmall  fediment  after  fome  little 

;  f  ,  j  ,  j 

time,  yet  the  liquor  flill  retains  its  milky 
colour. 

The  colour  of  Scammony  feems  to  be  a 
mark  of  little  confequence,  for  I  have  feen 
it  in  all  the  degrees,  from  almoft  a  jet  black, 
to  a  yellowifh  white,  and  all  equally  good, 
in  every  refpedt,  upon  tryal :  but  though  it 
differs  fo  much  in  colour  when  in  large 
pieces,  yet  all  good  Scammony,  when  pow¬ 
dered,  is  nearly  of  the  fame  colour,  a  brown- 
ifh  white.  Thofe  who  gather  it  affert,  that 
the  difference  of  colour  proceeds  from  the 
different  methods  of  drying  it;  aliedging, 

’  4  -  ‘  i  }  '  ^  < 

that  what  is  dryed  in  the  fun  will  differ 
widely  in  colour  from  what  is  dryed  in  the 
ftiade :  this  feems  not  improbable,  but  I 
never  made  the  tryal. 

Their  method  of  trying  it  here,  is  gene¬ 
rally  by  wetting  it  with  their  tongue,  or 
rubbing  it  with  a  wet  finger;  when,  if  it 

turns 
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turns  milky,  and  they  find  it  at  the  fame 
time  friable  and  light,  they  pronounce  it 
good  j  and  indeed  one  may  form  a  tolerable 
judgment  of  it  in  this  manner  j  but  it  wilj 
often  happen  (particularly  when  it  is  mixed 
with  wheat-fiower,  and  a  little  fine  fand) 
that  you  will  be  deceived ;  and  upon  dif- 
folving  it  in  water,  thofe  fubftances  will 
fettle  at  the  bottom  ■  for  which  reafon  I 
look  upon  the  diflolving  of  it  as  the  fureli 
tryalj  and  I  believe  it  will  generally  be 
found,  that  in  proportion  as  it  diffolves  eafily, 
and  anfwers  the  above  marks,  the  better  it 
is,  and  the  fmaller  will  be  the  dofe. 

Whether  the  Scammony  gathered  from 
plants  growing  in  different  foils  may  be  of 
different  qualities,  J  cannot  pofitively  deter¬ 
mine  j  but  this  I  know,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  that  which  comes  from  the  parts  of 
Antioch,  Edlib,  and  towards  Tripoly  Syria, 
is  more  efteemed  here,  and  indeed  in  fadt 
is  better  than  what  is  generally  brought 
from  the  parts  about  Maraafh ;  yet  it  is, 
J  believe,  chiefly  owing  to  its  being  more 

C  4  pure. 
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pure,  as  I  have  more  than  once  had  fmall 
quantities  from  Maraafh,  in  no  refpeft  infe^ 
rior  to  the  other c. 

V  '  ,  ,  'i 

1  remain , 

$ir>  &c. 

Alex.  Russell. 


c  The  publick  is  not  only  indebted  to  Dr.  Ruffell  for 
this  account  of  the  Scammony,  which  fo  far  as  I  know  is 
more  accurate,  and  better  to  be  depended  upon,  than  any 
Other  yet  extant,  but  likewife  for  procuring  with  no  little 
difficulty,  at  different  times,  feveral  parcels  of  the  feeds, 
which  have  been  raifed  here,  and  likewife  fent  to  fuch  of 
our  American  colonies  as  feemed  to  correfpond  the  bed: 
with  the  cliipate  where  this  plant  is  a  native.  And  as  it 
flourifhes  here  in  the  natural  foil,  with  all  the  marks  of 
vigour,  there  is  little  reafon  to  fear,  but  we  may  be  able 
in  time  to  raife  a  fufRcient  quantity  of  this  valuable  drug, 
in  the  utmoft  perfection,  for  our  own  ufe. 

My  worthy  friend,  P.  Collinfon,  had  it  growing  in  his 
garden,  in  the  natural  foil,  at  Mill-hill,  laft  fummer,  with 
great  luxuriancy. 

J.  F. 


Explanation 


f'r.D.J'jhr&t  del. 


'EJefferyj  'Sculp. 
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Explanation  of  the  plate . 

AAA  Part  of  a  fmall  root  and  plant  of 
the  natural  fize,  with  feveral  of  the  leaves 
plucked  off,  in  order  to  fhew  diftindtly 
the  fhape  of  the  others,  as  alfo  that  of  the 
flowers  5  which  lafl:  however  are  not  lent 
off  from  the  ftalks  fo  near  the  root,  but 
were  placed  there  by  the  engraver,  in 
order  to  bring  them  within  the  compafs 
of  the  plate, 

B  A  fedtion  of  a  flower^  to  fhew  the 
famina ,  &c. 

C  C  Defigns  of  the  calyx  and  feed-veffels. 

JD  A  tranfverfe  fedtion  of  the  capfula ,  con* 
taining  four  feeds, 

E  A  feed. 

F  Part  of  a  root  of  the  natural  fize,  cut 
obliquely,  as  is  their  method,  with  a 
fhell  ftuck  in  to  receive  the  milky  juice. 


IV,  An 
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»  *  . 

IV.  An  account  of  a  child ,  whofe  Abdominal 
Vifcera  were  chiefly  found  within  the 
cavity  of  the  Thorax.  By  Dr .  George 
Macaulay.  Read  Jan.  27,  1754. 

THIS  child  was  born  in  the  lying-in 
hofpital,  in  Brownlow-ftreet,  on  the 
24th  of  Auguft,  1752  ;  and  was  a  full  grown 
boy,  remarkably  fat  and  flefhy.  He  was  the 
firft  child  of  a  healthy  young  woman,  who 
was  very  well  during  her  pregnancy.  In  the 
feventh  month,  fhe  had  three  falls,  which 
frighted  her,  but  fhe  received  no  hurt  from 
any  of  them.  The  child,  when  firft  born, 
ftarted  and  fhuddered  5  fo  that  the  nurfe  ap¬ 
prehended  his  going  into  fits.  He  breathed 
alfo  with  difficulty,  and  it  was  fome  time 
before  he  could  cry  5  which  when  he  did. 
there  was  fomething  particular  in  the  note. 
He  feemed  to  revive  a  little  in  about  half 
an  hour,  and  breathed  more  freely  :  but  fbon 
relap  fed,  and  died  before  he  was  quite  an 
hour  and  a  half  old.  Being  informed  of 
thefe  particulars  by  the  mother,  the  matron, 
and  the  nurfe,  I  was  defirous  of  examining 
the  body.  Having  firft  injefted  it  by  the 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  2$ 

funis ,  I  laid  open  the  abdomen  $  and  found 
that  none  of  the  inteftines  were  contained  in 
that  cavity,  except  part  of  the  colony  which 
was  diftended  with  meconium .  This  would 
not  have  been  fufpedted  from  the  external 
appearance,  as  the  abdomen  did  not  feem 
flatter  than  ufual,  even  before  the  injection. 

Before  J  proceeded  further  in  the  dif- 
fedtion,  I  fent  to  acquaint  my  ingenious 
friend  Dr.  Hunter.  We  together  difledted 
and  examined  this  curious  fubjedt ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  committed  to  writing  the 
moft  remarkable  appearances. 

1  * 

When  the  jlernum  was  raifed,  the  fto- 
piach  and  greateft  part  of  the  inteftines,  with 
the  fpleen,  and  part  of  the  pancreas ,  were 
found  in  the  left  cavity  of  the  thorax ;  having 
been  protruded  through  a  difcontinuation, 
or  rather  an  aperture  of  the  diaphragm, 
about  an  inch  from  the  natural  paflage  of 
the  cejophagus. 

From  the  extraordinary  bulk  of  the  parts 
contained  in  the  left  fide  of  the  thorax , 
the  mediajlinum  the  heart  the  cejophagus 
and  the  defcending  aorta  were  forced  a 
confiderable  way  towards  the  right  fide : 

and 
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and  the  left  Jobes  of  the  lungs  were  not 
larger  than  a  fmall  nutmeg;  and  about  two 
thirds  lefs  than  the  right ;  though  neither  of 
them  were  difeafed. 

The  cejophagus  having  paffed  through  the 
diaphragm,  made  a  fudden  turn  to  the  left ; 
and  afcended  through  the  preternatural  aper¬ 
ture  into  the  thorax  to  terminate  in  the  fto- 
mach,  which  was  placed  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  heart,  refting  upon  the  upper  furface  of 
the  diaphragm,  it’s  fundus  turned  upwards. 
The  pylorus  lay  in  the  aperture,  from  which 
the  duodenum  made  one  turn  in  the  abdomen 
before  the  renal  capfula  of  the  left  fide ;  at 
the  inferior  part  of  which  it  received  the 
biliary  and  pancreatic  dudts,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  mounted  again  into  the  thorax .  This 
was  the  only  portion  of  the  fmall  inteftines 
that  remained  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen . 
Th t  jejunum  ileum  c cecum  and  part  of  the 
colon  were  almofi:  empty.  The  remaining 
part  of  the  colon ,  which  was  diflended  with 
meconium ,  run  firfi:  upwards  in  the  thoraxy 
behind  the  ftomach  and  lungs  ;  then  pafled 
acrofs  the  fpine,  from  the  left  to  the  right 
fide  of  the  thorax ,  palling  between  the  aorta 

behind^ 
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behind*  and  the  cefophagus ,  vena  cava  infe¬ 
rior^  and  the  heart,  before  ;  covered  by  an 
elongation  of  the  pofterior  mediajlinum ,  which 
the  gut  pufhed  before  it,  in  the  manner  of  a 
pouch.  Hence  it  returned  to  the  left  again* 
running  behind  the  lungs,  and  canalis  arte - 
riofus ,  and  mounted  as  high  as  the  firft  rib  3 
from  which  it  defcended  in  a  ftraight  line  to 
the  aperture  in  the  diaphragm,  behind  the 
other  inteftines;  and  in  the  abdomen  made 
two  or  three  turns  before  it  terminated  in  the 
redtum.  The  fpleen  lay  lengthways  in  the 
lower  pofterior  part  of  the  thorax ,  along  the 
heads  of  the  lower  ribs;  and  the  pancreas 
lay  in  the  doubling  of  the  duodenum ,  partly 
in  the  thorax ,  and  partly  in  the  abdomen . 

Having  replaced  the  vifcera  in  their  natu¬ 
ral  pofition  in  the  abdomen ,  there  was  found 
a  large  chafm  or  hole  in  the  diaphragm  on 
the  left  fide,  through  which  the  parts  might 
freely  pafs  into  the  thorax.  From  its  appear¬ 
ance,  as  well  as  that  of  all  the  other  parts, 
it  feems  extremely  probable,  that  in  this 
cafe  there  was  an  original  mal-conformation 
of  the  diaphragm/  by  which  means  the  ab¬ 
dominal  vifcera  had  very  early  flipt  into  the 

thorax : 
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thorax  -y  becaufe  there  was  not  the  leaf! 
mark  of  rupture  of  inflammation  about  the 
edges  of  this  chafm  :  and  becaufe  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  diminifhed  fize  of  the  left 
lobes  of  the  lungs,  and  the  heart  and  medi- 
ajlinum  being  puflied  to  the  right  fide,  were 
gradually  effected  by  the  bulk  and  increafe 
of  the  vifcera . 

As  the  cefophagus  was  pufhed  to  the  right 
fide  by  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  in  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  thorax ,  it  kept  the  fame  Courfe; 
and  pierced  the  diaphragm,  not  at  the  ufuaf 
place,  but  confiderably  further  to  the  right 
fide  :  and  the  aperture,  through  which  it 
paflfed,  was  backwards  and  to  the  right  fide; 
with  refpedt  to  that  for  the  vena  cava. 

I  have  preierved  the  heart  and  lungs,  to 
fhew  the  difproportioned  fizes  of  the  lobes; 
And  I  have  dryed  and  prepared  the  dia¬ 
phragm,  with  its  connexions  to  the  vertebrae 
and  flernum ,  to  flhew  the  preternatural  aper¬ 
ture,  through  which  the  bowels  pafled  into 
.  the  thorax ;  as  alfo  the  paflage  of  the  eefo- 
phagUS  in  the  right  fide  of  the  diaphragm, 

N.  B.  Thefe  preparations  were  at  the  fame 
time  fhewn  to  the  fociety, 

A  fimilat 
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A  fmilar  cafe  to  the  former,  by  the  fame • 
Read  Jan.  27,  1755. 

SINCE  I  gave  in  the  preceding,  I  have 
met  with  another  cafe  of  the  like 
extraordinary  nature,  which  will  ferve  to 
explain  and  illuftrate  the  former,  and  is 
therefore  a  proper  fequel  to  it :  and  as  I 
have  had  two  accurate  drawings  done  from 
this  fubjeft,  the  annexed  plates  done  from 
them  will  convey  a  more  diftindt  notion  of 
the  fituation  of  the  parts  than  is  poffible  to 
be  given  by  words. 

The  child*  of  whom  I  now  treat,  was 
born  in  the  lying-in  hofpital,  in  Brownlow- 
ftreet,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1754. 
The  mother,  a  healthy  young  woman,  and 
this  her  firft  child  :  fhe  had  an  eafy  natural 
labor  3  and  the  child,  which  was  a  female, 
at  firft  breathed  with  great  difficulty,  cryed 
once  feebly,  fighed  for  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  and  expired.  Having  been  in¬ 
formed  of  the  above  particulars  by  the  ma¬ 
tron  and  nurfes  of  the  hofpital^  I  had  the 
curiofity  to  open  the  body,  in  order,  if  poffi¬ 
ble,  to  difeover  the  eaufe  of  this  ehild^s 

death. 
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death.  I  was  indeed  the  more  defirous  of 
this  examination  from  what  I  met  with  in 
the  former  cafe,  efpecially  as  the  manner  of 
breathing,  crying,  and  expiring,  was  nearly 
the  fame  in  both  infants :  yet  I  did  not  ex** 
peft  to  find  fo  near  a  refemblance,  as  cafes 
of  this  kind  are  extreamly  rare. 

The  cafe  here,  however,  was  the  reverie 
of  the  former,  inafmuch  as  in  this  the  ab¬ 
dominal  vifcera  had  pafied  into  the  right 
fide  of  the  thorax  ;  in  that  into  the  left* 
In  both  the  wrong  pofition  feemed  to  be 
owing  to  an  original  mal-conftrudtion  of  the 
diaphragm,  and  not  the  effect  of  rupture  or 
violence.  And  it  is  evident  that  in  both, 
the  prefiure  of  the  abdominal  vifcera  upon 
the  lungs,  which  obftru&ed  a  free  refpira- 
tion,  and  circulation  of  the  blood,  was  the 
immediate  caufe  of  death. 

Nothing  very  extraordinary  happened  to 
the  mother  during  her  pregnancy.  When 
{he  was  about  three  months  gone,  {he  had 
an  uterine  difcharge,  like  the  ?nenfesy  after 
having  been  put  into  a  paffion  ;  and,  at  the 
end  of  feven  months,  the  fame  thing  hap¬ 
pened  from  the  fame  caufe. 


The 
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The  firft  of  thefe  plates  exhibits  a  view 
bf  this  *  fubjeft  with  the  thorax  and  abdo- 
men  laid  open, 

A  A  Are  the  two  clavicles, 

B  B  The  two  firft  ribs. 

C  Cy  &c.  The  extremities  of  the  other  ribs 

\ 

cut  fhort. 

The  cartilages  on  the  right  fide  are  cut 
away  clofe  to  the  Jlermmy  that  the  parts 
under  them  might  be  better  feen  \  but  they 
are  left  of  fome  length  on  the  other  fidej 
becaufe  the  mediajlimtm  being  pufhed  to  the 
left  fide  by  the  abdominal  vifcera  in  the 
ihoraXy  it  was  attached  not  to  the  Jlernum 
but  to  the  very  extremities  of  thefe  cartilages* 
E  Part  of  the  thymus  gland. 

F  The  vena  cava. 

G  Part  of  the  lungs  on  the  right  fide. 

H  The  heart  in  the  pericardium  pufhed  to 
the  left  fide.  There  were  fome  little  por¬ 
tions  of  fat  on  the  furface  of  pericar¬ 
dium,  which  are  here  reprefented. 

1  The  anterior  and  inferior  edge  of  the 
lungs  on  the  left  fide. 

K  The  fmall  inteftines  in  the  right  cavity 
of  the  thorax.  L  Part 


*  Vide  plate  II. 


D 


34  Medical  Ob/er  nations  and  Inquiries* 

L  Part  of  the  liver  in  the  fame  cavity. 
The  inteftines  and  this  part  of  the  liver 
had  pa/Ted  through  a  chafm  or  difconti- 
nuation  of  the  diaphragm  at  its  right  and 
pofterior  part)  which  is  jfhewn  in  the  next 
plate. 

M  The  inferior  furface  of  the  diaphragm. 
N  The  remaining  part  of  the  liver  in  the 

abdomen . 

The  liver  at  the  place  where  it  pafled 
through  the  chafm  of  the  diaphragm  was 
contracted,  and  above  and  below  it  enlarged 
itfelf,  but  did  not  appear  difeafed. 

O  The  reft  of  the  inteftines  in  the  abdo¬ 
men . 

P  The  uterus  pufhed  forwards,  and  to  the 
right  fide,  by 

^  The  colon  diftended  with  meconium . 

R  The  bladder  full  of  urine,  turned  for¬ 
wards  over  the  pubes ,  that  the  parts  be¬ 
hind  it  might  be  feen. 

*  Figure  the  firft  of  the  fecond  of  thefe 
plates  reprefents  the  fame  fubjeft.  In  this 
the  liver,  after  having  been  pulled  down 
through  the  chafm,  is  turned  up  over  the 

Jlernum , 


*  Vide  plate  UI, 
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flernum ,  that  the  chafm  or  difcontinuation 
of  the  diaphragm  through  which  it  paflfed, 
might  be  feen.  The  following  (hort  expla¬ 
nation  will  ferve  to  make  this  intelligible. 

A  Is  part  of  the  liver  which  was  found  in 
the  thorax . 

B  The  remainder  of  the  liver  fufpended  by 
a  thread. 

C  The  gall  bladder* 

D  The  diaphragm  kept  ftretched  by  a 
thready  that  the  chafm  on  its  pofterior  part 
may  be  feen*  The  edges  of  the  chafm 
were  fmooth  and  equal,  and  exhibited  no 
ligns  of  rupture  or  inflammation. 

E  The  fmall  inteftines  lying  in  the  right 
cavity  of  the  thorax ,  and  feen  through 
this  chafm. 

The  drawings  from  which  thefe  plates 
were  engraved  were  taken  by  Mr.  Riemfdyk 
from  the  fubjed,  and  are  now  in  my  pof- 
fefiion ;  and  I  have  preferved  the  child  in 
fpirits,  after  having  replaced  the  bowels  as 
they  were  found  at  firft,  and  as  they  are 
reprefented  in  the  firft  plate. 

D  2 
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V.  An  account  oj  a  fmgular  recovery  from  a 
Fever ,  by  Gowin  Knight,  M.  B.  F.  R.  S» 
Read  March  18,.  1754. 

Hp  HE  ca^e  I  am  going  to  defcribe,-  is 
A  that  of  my  own  fitter  3  who,  about 
the  thirtieth  year  of  her  age,  was  feized  with 
a  fever,  that  continued  about  ten  days  3  and 
then  left  her  very  weak.  Three  days  after 
her  recovery,  die  catched  cold  3,  which 
brought  on  a  relapfe.  For  the  two  firft 
days,,  after  the  return  of  her  fever,  die  had 
a  ficknefs  and  vomitting,  which  prevented 
her  taking  any  nourifhment.  Thefe  fymp<* 
toms  difappeared  with  the  ufe  of  the  faline 
draughts,  but  were  fucceeded  by  profufe 
fweats,  that  weakened  her  extreamly.  I 
ordered  a  blitter  to  her  back,  fome  cardiac 
bolufies,  and  a  few  drops  of  the  tindlurct 
ant ipht hyfica.  Her  fweats  dilappeared  the 
next  day  3  but  die  futtered  very  much  from 
the  ftrangury,  and  complained  of  being  op- 
pretted  with  wind  in  her  ttomach  and  bow¬ 
els  :  the  uncaiineis  die  was  under  from  thefe 
complaints,  prevented  her  getting  any  deep  3 

which 
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v/hich  fhe  very  much  wanted,  not  having 
had  any  fince  the  time  of  her  relapfe  :  and, 
after  they  were  removed,  fhe  flept  very  lit- 
tie  3  and  obferved  that  the  fliort  fleeps,  which 
fhe  got,  were  not  refrefhing.  About  the 
fifth  day  I  began  to  perceive  a  fnbfidtus  ten - 
dinum :  and  her  weaknefs  was  fuch  as  not 
to  permit  of  her  being  raifed  up  in  bed  with¬ 
out  fainting.  Her  pulfe  was  fmall  and  quick, 
and  was  not  to  be  kept  up,  but  by  a  fre¬ 
quent  repetition  of  warm  cardiac  medicines  1 
for  when  fhe  continued  long  without  fome- 
thing  of  that  kind,  I  found  her  pulfe  quite 
deprefled,  and  her  Jnbfultus  tendinwn  more 
violent.  On  the  eighth  day  fhe  had  all  the 
appearance  of  a  perfon  at  the  laft  extremity ; 
the  blitters,  which  had  been  laid  above  her 
ankles  the  night  before,  had  not  rifen  at  all, 
or  given  her  the  leaft  pain.  The  fubfultus 
tendinwn  was  conftant,  and  fometimes  fo  vio¬ 
lent,  that  fhe  appeared  to  be  quite  convulfed. 
She  had  a  pale  funk  countenance,  with  a 
livid  ftroke  on  each  fide  the  nofe,  together 
with  a  rifns  cynicus ;  and  her  fweats  had 
that  earthly  kind  of  fmell,  which  is  fre¬ 
quently  perceived  from  fuch  as  are  near 

P  3  their 
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their  end.  She  had  hitherto  had  no  fleep, 
that  had  done  her  any  fervice,  as  it  was  al¬ 
ways  of  fhort  duration,  and  left  her  flurry- 
ed  and  difcompofed,  and  fometitnes  even 
convulfed. 

Particularly  this  evening  fhe  waked  from 
a  fliort  fleep  in  fuch  agonies,  that  fhe  faid 
fhe  was  not  able  to  furvive  fuch  another 
ftruggle,  and  begged  of  me  to  watch  her 
for  the  reft  of  the  night,  and  prevent  her 
going  to  fleep.  I  placed  myfelf  by  her5 
with  an  intention  of  complying  with  her 
requeft  :  and  whilft  I  was  engaged  in  that 
office,  I  could  not  help  reafoning  upon  the 
nature  and  caufe  of  this  fymptom. 

It  feemed  probable,  that,  in  great  debility, 
when  the  natural  functions  are  proporti- 
onably  impaired,  the  involuntary  mulcles, 
which  ferve  to  refpiration,  may  be  too 
weak  to  perform  their  office  alone ;  and  may 
require  the  affiftance  of  all  thofe  mufcles8 
which  confpire  in  moving  the  thorax  at  the 
command  of  the  will.  The  atftion  of  thefe 
mufcles  is  very  confpicuous  in  the  agonies 
of  death ;  when,  the  vis  vitce  being  quite 
exhaufted,  the  heaving  of  the  breaft  becomes 

„  entirely 
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entirely  a  voluntary  motion.  Thefe  reflecti¬ 
ons  led  me  to  conclude,  that  the  voluntary 
mufcles  not  acting  during  Deep,  and  the 
involuntary  ones  being  too  weak  to  carry  on 
refpiration  alone,  a  perfon  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  would  ceafe  to  breathe,  and  con- 
fequently  be  in  a  ftate  of  fufFocation.  But 
the  pain  and  uneafinefs  arifing  from  thence 
would  foon  wake  him  again,  ftruggling  for 
breath,  and  almoft  fpent.  It  then  came  into 
my  thoughts,  that  I  might  venture  to  let 
my  After  go  to  fleep,  provided  I  ftiould 
attend  all  the  while  to  her  breath  and  her 
pulfe,  and  in  cafe  they  failed,  awake  her, 
before  (he  could  fuffer  much  from  this 
kind  of  fufFocation, 

She  readily  agreed  to  my  propofal,  after 
I  had  aflured  her,  that  fhe  would  not  be  in 
danger  of  fufFering  as  before.  She  was  very 
much  difpofed  to  fleep  5  and  had  been 
kept  from  it  only  by  the  dread  of  its  confe- 
quences.  I  kept  my  hand  conftantly  upon 
her  pulfe;  and  it  was  not  long,  before  I 
perceived  her  to  be  afleep.  It  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  above  half  a  minute  before  her 
pulfe  flopped,  and  I  could  not  hear  her 

P  4  breathe* 
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breathe.  I  immediately  waked  her,  and  was 
agreeably  furprized  to  hear  her  fay,  that  fhe 
had  had  a  very  xefrefhing  fleep  :  for  fhe 
feemed  not  fenfible  how  fhort  it  had  been. 
I  then  advifed  her,  as  foon  as  fhe  had  reco¬ 
vered  her  breath,  to  compofe  herfelf  again  ; 
which  flie  did :  and  her  fecqnd  fleep  was 
about  twice  as  long  as  the  firft.  When  her 
breath  and  pulfe  failed,  I  waked  her  again ; 
and  fhe  expreffed  the  fame  fatisfa&ion  as 
before.  In  continuing  this  method,  I  every 
time  perceived  her  fleep  was  of  longer  du¬ 
ration  than  the  preceding ;  that  her  pulfe 
grew  apparently  ftronger  and  fuller,  and 
that  her  fubjultus  tendinum  was  lefs  frequent. 
It  was  about  midnight  when  fhe  began  to 
fleep ;  and  betwixt  two  and  three  in  the 
morning  fhe  complained  that  the  blifters 
above  her  ancles  were  very  painful.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  time  I  was  attending  to  her  pulfe, 
it  once  happened  that  I  fell  afleep  myfelf, 
and  let  her  continue  too  long  before  I  waked 
her.  She  was  very  fenfible  of  my  negledl 
from  what  fhe  felt,  and  begged  of  me  to 
be  more  attentive.  However,  betwixt  four 
and  five  in  the  morning,  her  ftrength  was 

fq 
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improved,  that  fhe  could  fleep 
without  danger. 

The  next  day  her  blifters  had  rofe  very 
well,  and  her  fever  left  her,  but  in  fo  weak 
a  condition,  that  (he  was  conftantly  in 
hyftericks  for  the  two  fucceeding  days,  being 
always  either  laughing  or  crying  whilft 
awake,  and  making  fudden  tranfitions  from 
the  one  to  the  other  on  the  moft  trifling 
occafions.  Nevertheless  fhe  afterwards  re¬ 
covered  her  health  and  flrength,  in  lefs 
fime  than  could  well  have  been  expe<fled» 


.M-'W* 
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VI.  An  uncommon  Crijis  of  the  Gout .  By 
Dr.  Samuel  Pye.  Read  May  13,  1754. 

MR.  Major  Rook,  furgeon  and  apo¬ 
thecary  in  Upper- Shad  well,  of  about 
45  years  of  age,  a  fober,  temperate  man,  of 
a  good  habit  of  body,  accuftomed  to  no  dif- 
eafe  but  the  Gout ;  the  returns  of  the  fits 
whereof  had  never  been  more  frequent  than 
once  in  twelve  or  fourteen  months.  About 
the  month  of  June  1752,  he  was  feized 
with  a  very  fevere  paroxyfm  of  the  Gout, 
As  I  had  known  fome  extraordinary  effects, 
proceeding  from  a  vegetable  diet,  in  that 
diftemperj  particularly  in  one  Gentleman, 
who,  by  a  total  abftinence  from  all  manner 
of  food,  except  cow's  milk,  and  that  with¬ 
out  bread,  had  cured  himfelf  of  this  difeafe • 
and,  who,  at  the  time  I  mentioned  the  cafe 
to  my  friend,  was  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
his  milk-diet  5  I  perfuaded  Mr.  Rook  to  try 
what  vegetables  would  do  for  him  :  he  rea¬ 
dily  complied,  and  entered  upon  it  imme¬ 
diately,  with  a  refolution,  that  if  it  anfwered 
his  expectation,  he  would  renounce  fifh  and 
fiefh  for  ever. 


Rut 
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But  after  the  molt  religious  abftinence 
from  animal  food,  of  every  kind,  for  eleven 
weeks,  being  vifited  by  a  gentle  attack  in 
both  feet,  he  returned  immediately  to  his 
animal  food.  This  paroxyfm  continued  but 
48  hours:  but  in  March  1753,  was 
ceeded  by  a  very  fevere  one  in  both  feet. 

The  pain  in  his  feet,  heels,  and  ancles,  in- 
creafed  with  great  violence,  for  about  ten  or 
twelve  days  3  till  at  length  he  was  in  the 
molt  extream  agonies 3  fuch  as  he  had  never 
felt  before,  and  fuch  as  almoft  made  him 
mad.  In  the  height  of  this  extremity,  the 
pains,  (it  is  his  own  expreffion)  from  the 
feet,  heels  and  ancles,  flew  as  quick  as  light¬ 
ning  diredly  to  the  calves  of  his  legs  3  but 
remaining  there  not  half  a  minute,  and  not 
in  the  leaft  abating  of  their  extream  violence  3 
(though  the  feet,  heels  and  ancles  were  left 
entirely  free  from  pain)  from  the  calves, 
after  a  fhort  flay  of  about  half  a  minute,  the 
pains  afcended  with  the  fame  velocity  as 
before,  to  both  the  thighs,  at  the  fame  time 
leaving  the  calves  of  the  legsf  free  :  from 
the  thighs,  in  lefs  than  the  fpace  of  one 
minute,  and  as  quick  as  before,  they  arrived 

at 
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at  the  abdomen ,  and  after  giving  the  pa** 
tient  one  inoft  fevere  twitch  in  the  bowels, 
they  reached  theftomach:  here  the  pains, 
and  here  the  fit  ended,  upon  the  patient's 
vomiting  up  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  a 
green  aqueous  liquor,  but  fo  extreamly  cor*- 
rofive,  that  he  compared  it  to  the  ftrongeft 
mineral  acid. 

This  extraordinary  crips  happened  at 
about  two  in  the  morning :  immediately 
after  this  difcharge,  he  fell  afleep,  and  flept 
till  feven  or  eight,  and  waked  perfectly  eafy 
in  every  part,  no  figns  of  the  diftemper  re¬ 
maining,  but  the  fwelling  and  tendernefs  of 
his  feet;  both  of  which  went  off  gradually  . 
fo  that  in  two  days  he  was  able  to  walk 
about  his  bufinefs. 

The  next  fit  feized  him  in  February  1754, 
in  the  common  way,  but  was  lefs  violent 
than  the  former,  and  continued  for  about  fix 
weeks ;  during  which  time  he  had  three  in- 
creafed  paroxyfms,  or  diftindt  fmart  fits, 
which  held  him  about  two  hours  each ;  in 
the  laft  of  which,  he  had  the  fame  critical 
difcharge,  by  vomiting  of  the  fame  corrofive 
matter,  proceeded  by  the  fame  uncommon 

fymptonis 
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Symptoms  as  in  the  fit  of  1753.  But  mend¬ 
ing  every  hour,  he  was  able  the  very  next 
day  to  walk,  and  attend  his  patients,  with 
more  eafe  than  after  the  firft  mentioned  fit , 
for  the  fwelling  abated  much  fooner,  and 
in  three  days  disappeared. 

I  have  faid,  that  this  laft  fit  was  attended 
with  three  diftindt  paroxyfms,  the  laft  of 
which  ended  as  above  >  yet  to  fhew  the  dif- 
pofition  of  nature,  in  this  cafe,  to  throw  off 
the  offending  humour  in  this  her  new  way, 
it  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  two  firft  of 
thefe  increafed  paroxyfms  of  pain,  the  patient 
declared  to  me,  that  he  never  had  the  leaft 
eafe  till  he  had  vomited ;  but  as  there  was 
no  tranflation  of  the  pain,  before  thefe  vo¬ 
mitings,  there  was  none  of  that  corrofive 
matter  to  be  difcharged ;  nothing  but  the 
common  contents  of  the  ftomach  was  to  be 
feen.  Thefe  vomitings  however  procured 
the  patient  fome  eafe,  but  the  fit  of  the 
gout  went  on,  till  the  third  paroxyfm  was 
over,  which  ended  as  has  been  related. 

As  the  crijis  in  this  cafe  is  uncommon* 
I  muft  take  notice  of  a  fymptom  or  two, 
which  were  no  lefs  extraordinary*  in  both 
thefe  fits  of  the  gout.  A 
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A  moft  profule  fweat  attended  the  patient 
every  morning,  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  fits,  which  was  fo  very  offenfive,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  his  breath  fo  uncommonly 
linking,  that  neither  the  patient  himfelf,  nor 
thofe  who  waited  on  him,  were  ever  fenfible 
of  the  like. 

His  linnen  was  tinged  as  if  with  faffron  5 
and  his  urine  very  high-coloured*  of  almoft 
as  deep  a  red,  as  claret:  but  upon  the  criti¬ 
cal  vomitings,  every  one  of  thefe  fymptoms 
difappeared  with  the  difeafe. 

Poftfcript,  Jan.  5th,  1756. 

On  the  9th  of  December  1755,  he  was 
attacked  again  in  one  foot ;  the  fymp¬ 
toms  however  were  fo  very  mild,  that  he 
took  no  notice  of  them  to  his  family,  till 
the  1 2th ;  from  that  day  the  pain  was  ag¬ 
gravated,  and  the  fwelling  greatly  increafed, 
by  walking,  and  riding  in  a  coach.  On 
the  17th  it  became  extreamly  violent,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  heel  5  when  it  inftantaneoufly 
left  the  parts  affe&ed,  and  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  and  with  equal  velocity,  (as  in  the  two 
former  fits,)  it  flew  into  the  calves  of  his 

legs. 
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legs,  thighs,  and  abdomen ;  and  when  it  had 
reached  the  ftomach,  it  caufed  him  to  vomit 
the  fame  kind  of  corrofive  acid,  as  in  the 
two  former  fits;  and  though  the  quantity 
was  no  more  than  a  tea-fpoonful,  he  became 
perfectly  well  in  two  days. 

The  fame  fymptoms  of  fetid  urine,  and 
offenfive  fweats,  attended  the  patient  in  this 
fhort  paroxyfm,  as  in  thofe  of  1753  and 
1754;  the  fweat  continued  but  two  nights, 
and  the  urine  fetid  only  48  hours. 

As  Mr.  Rook  had  experienced  fo  great 
and  happy  effects  from  the  former  critical 
vomitings,  he  was  greatly  difappointed 
upon  finding  the  quantity  evacuated  fo  very 
fmall ;  for  which  reafon  he  immediately 
attempted  to  encreafe  it,  by  drinking  three 
pints  of  warm  water,  (which  was  at  hand) 
but  in  vain ;  for  neither  that,  nor  the  ufe  of 
his  finger,  could  provoke  to  an  evacuation, 
which  was  begun  and  finifhed  by  nature  : 
for  though  the  quantity  evacuated  was  fo 
very  fmall,  yet  as  it  was  equally  corrofive, 
and  produced  the  fame  effedt,  the  difcharge 

muft  be  accounted  as  truly  critical  as  the 
others  were. 
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During  the  firft  of  thefe  fits,  in  the  year 
3752,  a  hard  tumour  had  appeared  on  thd 
fide  of  the  metatarfus  near  the  middle  of  the 
right  foot,  which  continued  till  after  the 
third  critical  vomiting  $  when  it  was  refol- 
ved,  and  totally  difappeared,  upon  the  dif- 
charge  of  a  vifcid  matter,  like  the  white  of 
an  egg,*  with  a  few  fmall  chalk  ftones  from 
the  end  of  the  middle  toe  of  the  fame  foot. 
This  difcharge  happened  about  four  or  five 
days  before  the  patient  was  feized  with  a 
regular  fit,  in  April  1 755.  But  it  is  to  be 
remarked*  that  this  laft  fit  continued  three 
or  four  weeks,  and  went  off  in  the  common 
way,  without  any  of  the  critical  difeharges 
of  vomiting,  urine,  or  fweat  5  but  left  on 
one  hand  three,  and  on  the  other,  two  fin¬ 
ders  loaded  with  chalk  ftones;'  with  this 
peculiar  fymptom,*  that  when  the  weather 
was  cold,  thofe  fingers  were  affected  with 
a  moft  exquifite  pain,  which  was  always 
removed  by  heat. 

But  not  long  after  this  laft  mentioned  fir, 
a  large  quantity  of  chalk  ftones  were  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  bottom  of  the  left  foot,  near 
the  ball  of  the  great  toe,  and  that  from  time 
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to  time,  for  about  three  or  four  months. 
On  the  19th  of  January  1756,  (the  wound 
occafioned  by  the  chalk-ftones  being  ftill 
open)  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  without 
any  fymptom  of  the  gout :  the  fever  went 
off  on  the  third  day,  with  the  fame  kind  of 
critical  fweat  and  urine  as  always  accompa¬ 
nied  the  acid  vomitings,  in  the  fore-menti¬ 
oned  fits.  On  the  fourth  day  from  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  fever,  a  fit  of  the  gout  came  on 
with  the  common  fymptom  s,  in  both  feet, 
which  continued  with  violence,  for  about  a 
week,  with  frequent  reaching,  and  vomit¬ 
ing,  but  without  bringing  up  more  than  the 
common  contents  of  the  ftomach.  At  this 
time  an  uncommon  itching,  in  the  bottom 
of  the  foot  and  ball  of  the  great  toe,  from 
whence  the  chalk-ftones  had  been  extracted, 
tormented  the  patient  for  five  or  fix  hours. 
Upon  his  gently  rubbing  the  part,  he  was 
very  fenfible  of  a  fluctuation  of  fome  matter, 
which  foon  appeared  to  flow  at  firft  in  fmall 
quantities  from  the  open  orifice,  in  the  ball 
of  the  toe.  Upon  prefling  the  part,  about 
a  tea-cup  full  of  a  liquid  chalky  matter  was 
collected.  The  next  morning  the  patient 

E  made 
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made  a  large  opening  with  an  impofthume 
knife,  which  produced  more  than  half  a 
pint  of  a  bloody  ferous  matter,  full  of  chalk 
ftones,  which  proved  as  truly  critical,  as  the 
vomitings  of  the  corrofive  acid  did,  in  the 
cafes  above-mentioned  ;  for  the  orifice  from 
whence  the  chalk  ftones  firft  iffued,  was 
very  foon  healed,  and  the  gentleman  corw 
tinues  in  perfect  health. 


VII.  A 
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VII.  A  Cafe  cf  a  Locked-  J ’aw ,  Juccefsfully 
treated  by  John  Clephane,  M.  D.  F.  R.  $. 
&c.  Read  June  24,  1754. 

JAmes  Greaves,  a  middle-aged  man, 
of  a  healthy,  robuft  conflitution,  by 
trade  a  bricklayer,  happened,  on  the  12th  of 
April  1754,  when  at  his  work,  to  tread  on 
the  point  of  a  large  nail  5  which,  entering 
between  the  two  laft  or  outer  metatarfai 
bones,  penetrated  almoft  through  the  foot. 

The  day  following  (April  13)  he  was 
brought  to  St.  George’s  hofpital;  where, 
his  foot  being  much  fwelled,  and  very  pain¬ 
ful,  he  was  blooded  ;  the  wound  likewife 
was  a  little  dilated  ;  and  a  bit  of  ftockine, 
which  the  nail  had  carried  in  with  it,  ex¬ 
tracted  :  after  which  he  continued  eafy,  the 
wound  looked  well  5  and,  if  we  except  a 
cough,  which  came  on  about  the  1 8th,  and 
was  fuppofed  to  be  from  cold,  nothing  re¬ 
markable  happened  till  the  morning  of  the 
26th  of  April,  when  he  complained  of  a 
ftiffnefs  in  the  lower  jaw^  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  dry  hufky  cough,  with  a  flinging 

E  2  pain. 
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pain,  as  he  exprcffed  it,  in  his  breaft,  ftri* 
king  through  to  his  back. 

His  pulfe  being  quick,  full,  and  bound¬ 
ing,  he  was  immediately  blooded  to  about 
1 2  ounces  ?  and,  being  coftive,  took  an 
opening  mixture.  In  the  evening  he  was 
ordered  a  blifter  inter  fcapulas ,  and  for  his 
cough,  a  mixture  of  ol.  amygdal .  d .  and 
Sp .  C.  C.  and,  at  bed  time,  a  pill  of  gr.  ii. 
of  opium . 

He  had  but  a  reftlefs  night,  flept  little, 
and  next  morning  (April  27)  the  jaw  was 
clofer,  and  more  rigid ;  but  the  other  fymp- 
toms  were  much  as  the  day  before.  The 
opening  mixture  having  done  little,  a  glifter 
was  ordered  5  and,  after  its  operation,  he 
was  directed  to  take  Mofcb.  pur.  Jcr up.  femis. 
pid  vel  Apt  a  qudque  bora  in  julep .  commun. 
for  as  yet  he  could  receive  and  fwallow 
liquids. 

The  morning  of  the  28th  there  appeared 
little  or  no  variation  in  any  of  the  fymp- 
toms :  the  mufk  feemed  to  have  heated  him 
greatly  5  and  he  was  therefore  prefcribed 
fmall  broths  and  gruels,  as  plentifully  as  the 

diftemper 
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diftemper  would  allow  them  to  be  given  $ 
and  the  mufk  was  ordered  to  be  continued. 

He  had  a  very  reftlefs  night*  and  in  the 
morning  (April  29)  complained  much  of 
his  cough,  pains  in  his  breaft  and  back,  and 
of  gripings  in  his  bowels*  and  now  the  jaw 
was  fo  faff  locked,  that  he  could  hardly  get 
down  any  nouriffiment  at  all :  he  more¬ 
over  complained  of  a  pain  and  difficulty  in 
making  water  *  which,  as  he  had  for  years 
been  a  little  fubjedt  to  the  gravel,  was  at 
firft  thought  to  proceed  from  that  caufe. 

As  he  had  now  taken  the  mulk  for  two 
days,  in  which  time  the  diftemper  had  evi¬ 
dently  gained  ground,  it  was  not  thought 
advifeable  to  continue  it  *  he  was  therefore 
immediately  blooded  to  9  ounces  (the  pulfe 
being  quick  and  full)  after  which,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  coftivenefs,  a  purging  glifler  was 
given  ;  which  procured  2  or  3  motions ;  and 
in  the  evening  he  took  a  pill  of  opii  pur .  gr, 
ii.  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours. 

The  fore  part  of  the  night  he  was  reft¬ 
lefs,  but  towards  morning  (April  30)  num¬ 
bered  a  little,  and,  by  eleven,  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  in  all  10  gr.  of  opium :  he  could 

E  3  now 
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now  open  the  jaw  fo  far  as  to  get  down 
thin  gruels,  though  with  difficulty :  his 
cough  like  wife  and  pains  feemed  a  little 
abated.  He  was  ordered  through  the  day 
a  little  broth  or  panada,  as  he  could  take 
them,  and  in  the  evening  to  go  on  with  the 
opium  as  the  day  before.  He  fiept  between 
two  and  three  hours,  and  in  the  morning 
(May  i)  had  only  taken  three  pills  5  that 
is,  6  gr.  of  opium .  The  ]aw  appeared  much 
as  the  day  before :  the  pains  were  eafier  $ 
his  cough  and  dyfury  much  the  fame ;  but 
his  pulfe  was  quick  and  hurried,  and  he 
complained  much  of  heat  and  cough,  and 
had  a  thick  raffi 5  and  was  the  whole  day 
very  reftlefs  and  uneafy. 

In  thefe  circumftances  it  was  thought  beft 
to  difcontinue  the  opium  for  that  night,  and 
to  order  him  for  nourifhment,  broths,  and 
thin  gruels,  and  for  his  dyfury,  barley-water 
with  g,  arable  diffolved  in  it,  and  in  the 
evening*  (he  being  ftill  coftive)  a  laxative 
glifter.  The  night  was  very  reftlefs,  and 
this  day  (May  2)  he  was  evidently  much 
worfe :  the  jaw  was  clofer,  and  more  rigid 
than  the  day  before  :  his  pains  were  violent, 

but 
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but  now  more  in  the  lower  belly,  fhooting 
upwards,  as  he  defcribed  them,  into  the 
ftomach,  breaft,  and  back.  His  pulfe  was 
much  hurried,  and  the  rafh  ftill  out. 

In  this  unfavourable  profpedt,  the  benefit 
he  feemed  to  receive  from  opium ,  April  30, 
and  the  return  of  the  bad  fymptoms,  after 
difcontinuing  it  the  ift  of  May,  induced 
me  to  make  a  further  trial  of  that  medicine; 
he  was  therefore  ordered  gr.  i.  of  opium 
every  hour,  and  accordingly  began  it  about 
noon  :  and,  as  his  pains  were  remarkably 
violent  in  the  lower  belly,  a  glifter  with 
about  5 /r.  of  rad.  valer.  fyh .  pulv .  was 
ordered  in  the  evening. 

His  nourifhment  this  day  was  the  fame 
as  before,  but  he  could  get  down  but  very 
little.  This  night  he  had  in  all  about  two 
hours  deep ;  and  in  the  morning  (May  3) 
when  we  vifited  him,  he  feemed,  almoft 
in  every  refpeft,  better :  he  could  open  his 
jaw  a  little  more ;  his  cough  was  eafier; 
and  fo  were  the  pains  of  his  ftomach,  breaft 
and  back  5  but,  in  the  lower  belly,  they  were 
ftill  violent.  The  dyfury  was  troublefome, 
the  rafh  ftill  out,  though  not  fo  florid,  and  the 
pulfe  quick,  E  4  He 
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He  was  ordered,  opii  pur .  granum  ununi 
jlatim,  et  repet .  bihorio  In  the  night 

lie  had  between  2  and  3  hours  Sleep,  and 
next  day  (May  4)  feemed  a  good  deal  bet¬ 
ter,  he  could  open  the  jaw  a  little  further  ; 
infomuch  that  he  now  took  liquids  pretty 
eafily.  His  pulfe  was  much  the  fame  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  the  rafh  feemed  going  off ;  the  dyfury 
was  lefs,  but  he  ftill  complained  much  of 
pains  in  the  lower  belly. 

He  was  ordered  to  keep  to  the  fame 
nourishment  and  drinks,  to  take  cpii  pur . 
granum  nnum ,  every  fix  hours  only  ^  and, 
in  the  evening,  to  have  the  valerian  glifter 
repeated. 

Here  perhaps  it  may  be  wondered,  why, 
from  a  grain  of  opium  every  hour,  or  every 
two  hours,  I  Should  fall  fo  fuddenly  to  fo 
Small  a  quantity :  the  truth  is  in  a  Similar 
cafe  or  two,  where  I  had  known  opium  gi¬ 
ven  in  large,  or  frequently  repeated  dofes,  I 
thought  I  faw  bad  confequences  from  it ; 
this  I  confefs  made  me  cautious,  perhaps 
too  much  fo  j  for  I  am  not  fure  that  the  tedi- 
oufnefs  of  the  cure  was  not  in  fome  meafure 
owing  to  this  over  caution :  be  that  as  it  will, 

it 
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it  may  not  perhaps  be  improper  to  mention 
here,  that  from  the  evening  of  April  29, 
when  he  firk  began  the  opium ,  to  the  4th  of 
May  at  noon,  he  took  in  all  44  grs.  of 
opium ,  and  that  28  of  thofe  were  taken  in 
the  48  hours,  from  May  the  2d  at  noon,  to 
May  the  4th  at  noon. 

The  morning  of  the  5th,  I  found  a  ge¬ 
neral  amendment  in  the  fymptoms :  he  had 
taken  3  grs .  of  opium ,  and  had  flept  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  hours :  he  complained 
moftly  of  pains  in  the  lower  belly,  with 
coftivenefs  5  for  which  he  was  ordered  an 
enem .  purg.  cum .  iinci.  thebaic .  | fl  vejperi. 
The  ra(h  was  going  off :  gr.  ii.  of  opium 
with  af.  fcetid, ,  gr.  v.  were  diredled  to  be 
given  at  bed-time. 

This  day  (May  6,)  his  cough,  and  pains  in 
the  breaft,  &c.  were  returned  5  he  had  num¬ 
bered  but  little  in  the  night.  The  jaw  was 
much  as  the  two  preceding  days ;  as  he 
could  now  take  things  with  a  fpoon  pretty 
eafily,  he  was  ordered  a  mixture  of  fperm . 
cet.fal.  vol.  c.  c.  and  elix.  paregoric.  Cochlear, 
iiy  fubindiy  urg.  tujji  vel  dolore .  &c.  at  the 

feme  time  he  was  directed,  opii  pur,  gr. 

•  • 

u. 
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ii.  Jlatim ,  et  repet .  bora  fomni ,  ^  for <2  quinta 
vel  fextd  matutind . 

He  had  a  quieter  night,  and  next  morning 
(May  7,)  the  jaw  was  fenfibly  freer  than 
the  day  before  ;  and  he  feemed  every  way 
better;  only  the  pains  in  the  lower  belly 
were  ftill  troublefome  5  th z  fperma  ceti  mix* 
ture  had  difagreed  with  his  ftomach :  he 

continued  coftive ;  and  indeed  from  the  be- 

✓ 

ginning  he  had  no  ftoois,  but  what  were 
procured  by  purging  phyfick  or  glifters. 

He  was  this  evening  ordered  enem,  purg. 
aim .  rad.  valerian and  a  pill  of  gr.  ii.  of 
cfium,  to  be  taken  going  to  reft,  and  repeat¬ 
ed  in  the  morning. 

This  day  (May  8,)  all  the  fymptoms 
looked  more  favourable  ;  and  I  now  per¬ 
ceived,  for  the  firft  time,  a  remarkable  alter- 

\  ' 

ation  for  the  better  in  his  pulfe :  as  there¬ 
fore  he  could  now  take  things,  whether  food 
or  medicine,  pretty  eafily,  but  the  jaw 
feemed  to  mend  but  flowly,  it  was  judged 
advifeable  to  try  the  antifpafmodics  :  ac¬ 
cordingly  Zjs.  of  pnlv.  rad.  valerian  Jylv. 
was  ordered  with  the  julep,  e  camphor .  ter 
in  diey  and  opii  gr.  ii.  bora  fomni . 


In 
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In  the  night,  he  flumbered  but  little,  how¬ 
ever,  next  morning  (May  9,)  the  pains  were 
much  eafier ;  he  now  made  water  freely, 
and  his  pulfe  was  quieter  $  but  ftill  the  jaw 
was  much  confined  in  its  motion ;  befides 
in  moving  it  he  complained  of  a  pain  at  the 
articulation :  for  this  two  fmall  blifters  were 
applied  behind  the  ears,  and  a  pill  of  opii 
gr.  ii.  given  at  bed  time. 

The  night  of  the  9th  was  the  firft  in 
which  he  could  be  faid  to  have  had  a  tolera¬ 
ble  night’s  reft ;  he  flept  five  hours :  and  the 
next  day  (May  10,)  he  had  for  the  firft  time 
a  natural  ftool :  he  had  now  evidently  both 
a  better  pulfe,  and  a  much  greater  opening 
and  flexibility  in  the  jaw  :  from  this  day 
therefore  the  chief  attention  was  to  his  diet  $ 
however,  the  antifpafmodics  were  continued 
for  two  or  three  days  longer.  A  laxative 
mixture  was  diredted  pro  re  nata ,  and  a  pill 
of  opii  gr,  ii.  h.f  0.  n .  The  13th  he  eat  a 
bit  of  pudding,  and  chewed  a  piece  of  bread 
for  the  firft  time. 

The  14th,  and  15th,  &c.  he  continued 
gaining  ground,  though  flowly :  but  being 
very  anxious  to  return  to  his  family,  he  was 

permitted 
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permitted  to  become  an  out-patient  the  zzd 
of' May,  although  even  then  the  jaw  was* 
not  fo  free  and  flexible  as  it  ought  to  be. 

When  out  of  the  hofpital,  he  continued 
to  take  every  night  an  opiate-pill,  fometimes 
of  one  gr.  and  fometimes  of  two  grs.  till 
friday  June  7,  when  he  left  off  all  medicine 5 
and  on  the  wednefday  following  (June  12,-) 
came  to  the  hofpital,  and  returned  thanks 
for  his  cure. 

The  wound  all  along  looked  well,  and 
healed  up  very  kindly  feveral  days  before 
the  other  fymptoms  difappeared. 

Every  time  that  a  vein  was  opened,  the 
blood  appeared  of  a  loofe  texture,  never  fizy : 
indeed  in  all  the  cafes  I  have  feen  of  the 
Locked  Jaw,  this  has  been  uniformly  the  ftate 
of  the  blood,  and,  I  believe,  I  might  add, 
in  all  the  fpecies  of  fpafmodic  affections. 

I  ought  to  have  remarked  above,  that  al¬ 
though  the  convulfion  of  the  lower  jaw  was 
here  the  principal  diftemper,  it  was  never- 
thelefs  accompanied  with  a  flight  degree  of 
rigidity  in  the  neck  and  fpine,  and  of  that 
retraction  of  the  mouth,  which  is  called  the 
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fpajmus  cynicus :  and  here  it  may  not  be  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  purpofe,  to  obferve  further,  that 
thefe  appearances,  as  well  as  the  cough,  and 
Hinging  pains  in  the  breaft,  back  and  bow¬ 
els,  were  all  of  the  convulfive  kind,  and 
properly  belong  to  that  difeafe,  of  which  the 
Locked  Jaw  itfelf  is  oftentimes  but  a  fymp- 
tom,  I  mean,  the  tetanus . 

When  he  was  at  the  worft,  and  the  days 
he  took  the  moft  opium >  he  never  com¬ 
plained  of  pain,  or  the  leaft  diforder  in  his 
head  $  and  had  all  the  time  his  fenfes  entire 
and  undifturbed. 

Throughout  his  illnefs,  there  was  hardly  a 
night  that  he  did  not  flumber  a  little ;  but 
he  never  flept  more  than  two  hours  and  a 
half  on  any  night  5  not  even  on  thofe  of  the 
£d  and  3d  of  May. 

I  reckon,  that  from  April  29,  to  May  22, 
that  is,  in  the  fpace  of  22  days,  he  took  in 
all  about  ninety  grs.  of  opium , 

Poftfcript,  Jan.  29,  1756. 

This  morning  I  had  a  vilit  of  the  poor 
man,  whofe  cafe  I  have  related,  and  had 

the 
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the  fatisfadtion  to  find  that  he  has  enjoyed 
a  perfect  ftate  of  health  fince  he  left  us, 
without  the  leaft  return  of  his  complaint, 
only  as  in  his  bufinefs  he  is  fubjedt  to 
flight  colds ;  he  finds  at  thofe  times  a  little 
ftiffnefs  in  his  lower  jaw,  more  than  he 
ufed  to  feel,  before  the  accident,  in  fuch 
indifpofitions. 


VIII.  An 
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VIII.  An  account  of  the  Epidemick  difeafes 
moft  frequent  at  Gambroon,  by  the  late  Dr, 
Oliphant,  and  communicated  to  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill,  by  J.  Flardcadle,  Surgeon  in  the 
Hon.  Eajl- India  Company  s  fervice . 


DURING  my  aboad  at  Gambroon, 
both  autumnal  and  vernal  intermit- 
tents  were  very  frequent,  and  often  of  the 
word  fort ;  both  in  refpetd  to  their  conti¬ 
nuance,  and  the  violent  and  irregular  fymp- 
toms  that  attend  them. 

The  quotidians,  during  the  fird  days,  are 
not  eafily  didinguifhed  from  continual  fe¬ 
vers  ;  as  their  intermiffions  are  hardly  fen- 
fible,  they  are  bed  known  by  attending  to 
the  nature  of  the  cold  fit,  and  to  the  courfe 
of  the  fubfequent  fymptoms.  The  chillnefs 
begins  at  fome  of  the  extreme  parts ;  as  at 
the  tip  of  the  nofe,  or  the  end  of  the  fin¬ 
gers  :  and  it  never  feizes  all  the  parts  of  the 
body  at  once,  as  in  many  continual  fevers ; 
and  is  lefs  violent  than  in  tertians,  but  as 
the  cold  fit  in  tertians  is  often  very  flight  at 
Gambroon,  this  didindtion  is  not  fo  certain : 
towards  the  end  of  the  cold  fit,  a  pituitous 

vomiting 
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vomiting  frequently  comes  on,  attended 
with  great  droufinefs ;  foon  after  a  quick 
undulating  pulfe  5  but  not  fo  Itrong  as  in  ter¬ 
tians,  nor  fo  tenfe  and  hard  as  in  inflammatory 
fevers.  The  patient  has  little  or  no  thirft ; 
and  frequently  frothy  and  watery  fpittings. 
The  heat  is  moderate,  during  the  increafe 
and  ftate,  with  a  moifture  on  the  ikin.  If 
the  face  continues  for  any*  time  livid,  or 
bloated,  accompanied  with  tenfe  hypochondria , 
it  portends  danger.  As  the  intermiflions  in 
the  firfi:  days  are  fcarce  perceptible,  there  are 
feldom  any  true  critical  fweats.  However, 
in  five  or  fix  days  the  intermiflions  will 
commonly  continue  for  fix  or  eight  hours  $ 
and  in  about  a  fortnight  more,  the  difeafe 
aflfumes  the  form  of  a  tertian. 

My  method  of  treating  this  fever  confifts 
in  obferving  a  middle  courfe  betwixt  a  hot 
and  cool  regimen. 

At  the  beginning,  I  give  a  vomit  of  Ipeca - 
cuanha ;  to  which,  in  robufi:  conftitutions, 
I  fometimes  join  antimonials.  Bleeding  is 
rarely  neceflary,  and,  for  the  moll  part,  pre¬ 
judicial  ;  as  are  all  evacuations  of  any  kind. 
For  drink,  J  give  fack  whey,  altered  with 

.  fage 
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fage  and  orange  juice  ;  to  which  I  often  add 
a  little  fal prunell.  I  give  fome  fpoonfuls  of 
rhenifh,  old  hock,  or  any  other  white  wine, 
in  their  panadas^  and  other  fpoon-meats, 
when  the  fever  is  low  but  I  do  not  approve 
of  any  animal  diet*  All  attempts  to  pro¬ 
voke  fweats,  other  wife  than  by  gentle  dilu¬ 
ents,  do  harm.  In  cafe  of  coftivenefs,  I  ufe 
gliders  of  milk,  oil,  and  fugar*  with  a  little 
lenitive  electuary.  When  the  droufinefs  is 
fo  great  as  to  threaten  a  coma ,  or  the  pulfe 
is  very  languid,  blifters  are  of  ufe  3  but  other- 
wife  might  be  liable  to  bring  on  a  continual 
fever.  When  I  think  the  patient  will  not 
have  ftrength  to  go  through  the  ufual  courfe 
of  the  difeafe,  I  take  the  jfrrft  opportunity 
of  a  fmall  intermiffion  to  give  the  bark.  To 
bring  on  an  intermiffion  when  the  cafe  is 
urgent,  I  am  frequently  obliged  to  let  blood. 

In  the  beginning  of  tertians,  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  found  it  neceffary  to  bleed  mode¬ 
rately,  and  have  fometimes  been  obliged  to 
repeat  it.  I  think  the  danger  of  protracting 
the  difeafe  by  bleeding,  is  of  no  confequence, 
in  comparifon  with  the  rifque  that  the  pati¬ 
ent  may  otherwife  run  of  the  fever's  be  com- 
* 
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ing  a  continual  one;  which  is  always,  in 
this  cafe,  of  the  malignant  kind. 

The  tertians  at  Gambroon  are  often  very 
obftinate  and  of  long  duration.  I  myfelf  had 
an  autumnal  tertian,  which  held  out  againft 
all  my  remedies  for  13  months  ;  though  I 
neither  bled,  nor  ufed  any  other  violent  eva¬ 
cuations.  Sometimes  its  attack  is  fo  violent, 
that  in  a  few  days  it  exhaufts  the  ftrength  of 
the  patient :  fo  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
give  the  bark  on  the  hr  ft  intermiffion  ;  w7hich 
has  always  been  attended  with  fuccefs.  When 
the  firft  exhibition  did  not  fucceed,  the  next 
paroxy fm  was  exafperated,  but  without 
danger,  and  the  next  never  failed  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  fever.  When  the  cafe  was  lefs 
urgent,  I  gave  after  the  intermiflions  the  fal 
polychrejl ,  to  a  drachm  twice  a  day,  in  a 
draught  of  bitters,  morning  and  night ;  re¬ 
peating  the  bitters  twice  or  thrice  a  day  alone. 
But  whilft  the  difeafe  was  undetermined,  I 
ufed  vomits,  and  the  fame  regimen  as  in  quo¬ 
tidians.  When  the  paroxyfms  doubled,  as 
they  fometimes  did,  without  any  apparent 
caufe,  I  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  throw¬ 
ing  in  the  bark.  The  patients  are  very  lia¬ 
ble 
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Me  to  a  relapfe  from  evacuations  of  any  kind3 
or  from  any  eaufe  that  exhaufts  the  fpirits; 
efpeciaily  from  the  ufe  of  venery. 

When  I  was  afraid  of  ufing  the  bark,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  regular  or  irregular  intermittants, 
I  found  the  elixir  of  vitriol  joined  with  bit¬ 
ters  of  great  ufe;  and  alfo  to  prevent  relapfes. 

I  think  the  fpirits  are  more  apt  to  flag  at 
Gambroon,  than  in  any  place  I  was  ever  in ; 
efpeciaily  in  the  heats  and  in  foggy  damp  wea¬ 
ther :  yet  I  never  had  recourfe  to  any  heating 
cordials ;  but  found,  that  juleps  acidulated 
with  the  gas  fulphuris,  fpirits  of  vitriol,  and 
other  acids,  were  the  beft  remedies  in  fuch 
cafes.  I  alfo  gave  fack-whey,  acidulated  in 
the  fame  manner,  for  their  common  drink; 
and  I  preferred  it  to  emulfions  and  teas. 
Sometimes  I  indulged  my  patients  in  a  cool 
tankard  made  with  rhenifh  wine,  or  old  hock, 
or  with  white  wine  lharpend  with  orange 
juice  or  fpirits  of  vitriol. 


IX.  An 
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IX.  An  Account  of  a  Worm  bred  in  the  Liver . 
Communicated  in  a  Letter  to  Dr .  John 
Clephane,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bond. 

Philadelphia ,  May  i,  1754. 


Dear  Sir , 

SINCE  my  laft,  the  following  remark¬ 
able  cafe  has  fallen  under  my  obferva- 
tion.  Mrs.  Holt,  a  widow  lady  in  this  city, 
was,  about  18  months  before  her  death,  af¬ 
fected  with  a  pain  in  the  right  fide,  which, 
in  the  beginning,  was  like  the  hinging  of  a 
bee,  or  the  pricking  of  a  pin.  This  pain 
daily  increafed,  and  gradually  extended,  until 
it  occupied  a  great  part  of  the  right  hypo- 
condriac  region.  It  was  at  firft  in  the  fide 
only,  but,  after  fome  months,  was  felt  alter¬ 
nately  in  the  fide  and  fhoulder.  Through 
the  whole  of  her  illnefs  fihe  had  intervals  of 
eafe  ;  thefe,  toward  the  latter  end  of  her  cafe, 
were  but  fhort,  and  the  pain  was  fo  encreaf- 
ed,  that  fhe  compared  it  to  a  bull-dog  gnawing 
her  liver.  After  9  or  1  o  months  fhe  thought 
there  was  fomething  alive  in  her  fide,  for 
(to  ufe  her  own  expreffion)  fhe  faid  (he  plain¬ 
ly  perceived  a  tickling,  and  qnirling  in  it. 

She 
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She  rarely  felt  much  uneafinefs  when  in  mo¬ 
tion,  particularly  on  horfeback,  but  was  rnoft 
diftreffed  when  lying  in  bed.  She  accident¬ 
ally  difcovered  that  a  quick  fmart  blow,  ftruck 
with  an  open  hand  on  the  affe&ed  place,  gave 
immediate  relief,  and  therefore  often  called 
on  her  lifter  to  do  it.  If  the  pain  was  in  the 
fide  when  relieved  by  the  blow,  it  was  ufual- 
ly  felt  next  in  the  fhoulder,  and  vice  verfa  if 
in  the  fhoulder.  The  fame  remarkable  thins: 
arofe  from  the  application  of  a  lixivial  pultice 
to  the  fide  for  the  fpace  of  two  weeks,  during 
which  timcp  the  pain  was  altogether  in  the 
fhoulder,  but  again  returned  to  the  fide  foon 
after  that  medecine  v/as  removed. 

In  the  place  where  the  diforder  began, 
which  was  about  five  inches  from  the  fpine, 
the  ribs  were  gradually  diftorted,  fo  as  at 
length  to  form  a  confiderable  gibbofity  :  the 
teguments  furrounding  this  part  grew  fore, 
the  right  fide  became  cedematous,  and  a 
quantity  of  fluid  matter  could  plainly  be  felt 
under  the  intercoftal  mufcles. 

A  month  before  the  patient’s  deceafe,  the 
feat  of  the  pain  changed  •  it  went  in  a  diretf: 
fine  frori)  the  right  to  the  left  fide  ;  its  motion 

,F  3  was 
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was  regular  and  flow,  fo  that  fhe  did,  fror^ 
time  to  time,  point  out  its  progrefs.  It  was 
four  days  in  palling  over  ;  afterwards  fixed 
in  the  ftomach,  and  was  never  more  felt  in 
the  fide,  where  the  forenefs  of  the  teguments 
likewife  foon  abated. 

The  ftomach  had  hitherto  received,  re¬ 
tained,  and  digefted  the  food  tolerably  well, 
but  was  now  affe&ed  with  an  inceflant  heav¬ 
ing  and  naufea ,  unlefs  now  and  then  relieved 
for  a  fhort  time  by  ftrong  opiates  or  large 
draughts  of  fpirituous  liquors  :  there  was 
likewife  the  fame  fenfation  of  tickling  and 
quirling  in  it  that  had  been  before  perceived 
in  the  fide.  She  had  a  flight  cough  from 
the  beginning  of  the  illnefs ;  but,  after  the 
pain  came  into  the  ftomach,  this  cough  was 
violent,  and  floe  expectorated  large  quantities 
of  a  vifcid  frothy  phlegm.  Thefe  fymp- 
totns  all  vanifhed  fuddenly,  and,  in  24  hours 
after,  fine  voided  by  ftool  the  fore  part  of  an 
annular  worm  9  inches  long,  and  an  inch  in 
diameter  ;  and,  in  6  hours  more,  the  tail  and 
other  parts  of  the  body,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  20  inches  in  length.  It  was  of  a  red 
colour,  and  filled  with  blood  in  the  manner 

of 
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of  a  leech.  After  the  worm  left  the  ftomach, 
Mrs.  Holt  complained  that  the  ftomach  was 
fallen  down,  and  feemed  very  empty,  and 
fhe  entirely  loft  the  power  of  deglutition  ; 
fo  that  (he  did  not  furvive  above  48  hours. 
Whilft  the  pain  continued  in  the  fide,  the 
had  a  confiderable  degree  of  flefh  and  ftrength 
remaining,  but  languiftied  faft  after  it  came 
into  the  ftomach. 

This  unhappy  gentlewoman  was,  for  ma¬ 
ny  months  before  her  death,  fo  fully  con¬ 
vinced  of  there  being  fomething  extraordi¬ 
nary  in  her  cafe,  that  fhe  infilled  on  having 
her  body  opened,  and  the  nature  of  her  dif- 
eafe  carefully  inquired  into  ;  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done  by  Doctors  Kearfely  fenior3 
Shippen,  Phineas  Bond,  and  myfeif,  in  the 
prefence  of  many  of  her  friends.  We  found 
the  liver  inlarged  and  forced  over  to  the  left 
fide,  the  fubftance  of  it  harder  than  com-* 
mon,  and  in  fome  parts  actually  fcirrhous ; 
the  gall-bladder  diftended  with  thick  black 
bile  to  the  fize  of  a  goofe-egg  3  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines  in  a  natural  ftate,  the  liver  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  peritonaeum .  In  the  external 
part  of  the  liver,  under  the  diftortion  of  the 

riba. 
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ribs,  was  a  large  cavity  containing  near  two 
quarts,  filled  with  bloody  water,  and  a  few 
lumps  of  coagulated  blood  :  the  furface  of  the 
liver  within  it  appeared  jagged  and  uneven  as 
if  it  had  been  gnawed:  on  the  fide  of  this 
cavity  was  a  chamber  two  inches  in  diame¬ 
ter,  and  in  the  bottom  of  it  a  pafTage  lead¬ 
ing  into  the  hepatic  dudt :  the  mouth  of  this 
pafTage  was  purfed  up,  and  appeared  to  have 
been  confiderably  large.  On  laying  open  the 
duodenum ,  we  found  the  perforation  of  the 
biliary  duels  into  it  fo  dilated,  as  readily  to 
admit  the  end  of  a  common  tallow  candle: 
there  was  not  here,  or  in  the  neighbouring 
parts,  the  leaf;  tinge  of  bile,  nor  did  it  flow 
eafily  by  predate  on  the  gall-bladder,  though 
we  could  not  difeover  any  thing  in  the  pad 
fage  to  obftrudf  it. 

From  the  above  fymptoms,  and  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  parts  on  difledlion,  there 
feems  little  room  to  doubt,  that  from  the  time 
of  Mrs.  Holt's  complaining  of  the  pain  in 
the  right  fide,  until  it  moved  to  the  left,  this 
horrid  animal  had  its  feat  in  the  cavity  we 
found  in  the  liver  ;  that  afterwards  it  work¬ 
ed  its  way  from  thence  into  the  flomach,  and 

there 
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there  continued  ’till  twenty  four  hours  before 
it  was  voided ;  and  I  think  we  may  reafona- 
bly  conjecture,  that,  when  very  fmall,  it  was 
taken  into  the  ftomach,  and  paffing  over  the 
pylorus ,  entered  the  biliary  duCts,  and  perfu- 
ed  one  of  the  branches  of  them  as  far  as  it 
could  go,  then  formed  its  bed,  and  was  nou- 
rifhed  by  fucking  the  blood,  until  the  morbid 
date  of  the  juices,  or  the  naufeous  applica¬ 
tions  ufed  externally  to  her  fide,  made  its 
fituation  improper :  after  which  it  returned 
through  the  fame  paflages  that  had  given  it 
admittance. 

From  the  obftruCtion  of  the  bile  in  the 
gall-bladder,  and  from  the  contraction  of  the 
paflage  leading  from  the  cyjlis  of  the  fide 
into  the  liver,  whilft  that  in  the  duodenum 
continued  fo  much  enlarged,  it  is  probable 
the  whole  of  the  body  of  the  animal  did  not 
pafs  into  the  inteftine  till  after,  or  at  lead  a 
lhort  time  before  its  death,  which  was  the 
caufe  of  the  water’s  remaining  in  the  cavi¬ 
ty,  and  of  its  body  being  broken  into  pieces. 

The  fore  part  of  this  worm  was  thrown 
away,  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
it ;  but  from  the  defcription  her  filter  and  the 

nurfe 
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nurfe  gave  of  it,  and  the  refemblance  the  re>, 
mainder  bears  to  that  defcribed  by  Mr.  Paifly, 
in  the  *  Edinburg  Medical  Effays,  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  exadly  of  the  fame  kind  ;  I  have 
therefore  fent  you  the  tail  to  fupply  the  defed 
of  his  figure.  (Vide  plate  II.  Fig.  2.) 

The  likenefs  of  thefe  two  animals,  and 
fome  other  cafes  I  have  before  met  with, 
perfuade  me  that  the  diforders  of  the  liver 
arife  more  frequently  from  worms  than  has 
been  generally  fufpeded  *  and  that  the  feat 
of  them  is  commonly  on  the  convex  part  of 
it,  is  probable  from  what  has  been  obferved* 
that  old  dogs  in  America,  whofe  juices  have 
been  corrupted  by  frequent  bites  of  rattle 
fnakes,  have  large  worms  in  their  livers* 
which  are  always  fituated  in  the  fame  part, 
where  I  found  that  of  Mrs.  Holt.  I  have 
feen  fome  of  thefe  three  feet  and  an  inch 
lone,  and  near  two  inches  in  circumference. 
The  common  people  believe  them  to  be  real 
fnakes,  generated  by  the  bite ;  which  unphi-* 
lofophical  notion  we  may  excufe  in  them ; 
iince  the  learned  Bartholin,  Bonetus,  &c. 
have  imputed  the  madnefs  and  venom  of 

wolves 

*  Vide  Edinburg  Medical  E flays,  p?ge  2^8.  VqI.  2* 
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Wolves  to  ferpents  (of  the  fame  kind  probably) 
which  they  have  found  in  their  kidneys. 

This  cafe  of  Mrs.  Holt,  fhews  that  the  af¬ 
fections  of  all  parts  of  the  liver  are  not  equal¬ 
ly  productive  of  a  pain  in  the  {boulder  per- 
confenfum ;  like  wile  the  confent  there  is  be¬ 
twixt  the  ftomach  and  lungs.  (This  is  per¬ 
haps  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  parts  of  medical 
knowledge.)  If  thisanimal  had  luckily  gone 
down  the  inteftinal  canal,  inftead  of  the  courfe 
it  took,  perhaps  the  patient  might  have  re¬ 
covered. 

I  think  this  worm  may  juftly  be  called  an 
hepatic  leech.  If  my  memory  does  not  de¬ 
ceive  me,  worms  of  confiderable  fize  have 
been  found  in  moft  parts  of  the  human  body, 
and  the  fame  fpecies  ufually  in  the  fame 
places  ;  yet  many  of  them  remain,  ’till  Tis  too, 
late,  morbi  incogniti ;  I  think  this  mu  ft  be  for 
want  of  accuracy  in  obfervation.  Animals 
of  the  fame  kind,  and  in  the  fame  fituation, 
muft  produce  a  famenefs  of  effects  and  fymp- 
toms,  which  might  be  known  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  patient,  and  reputation  of  the 
phyftcian.  The  Angularity  of  this  cafe  gave 
me  great  perplexity  :  ’twas  at  flrft  conlidered 


as 
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as  an  obftrudtion  of  the  liver,  and  deobftruents 
prefcribed;  the  gentler  failing,  recourfe  was 
had  to  a  ptyalifm  raifed  by  the  unguent um 
cceruleum  rubbed  over  the  part,  mercurial 
plaifters,  and  fmall  dofes  of  calomel  by  the 
mouth.  Towards  the  end  of  this  courfe,  the 
worm  was  fcarcely  felt  for  fome  weeks. 
When  we  perceived  matter  under  the  inter- 
coital  mufcles,  we  ad vifed laying  the  part  open, 
but  the  patient  would  not  fubmit  to  it. 

I  am,  &c. 

Tho.  Bond. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Holt's  Sijierto  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Efq\  defcribmg  the  fame  Cafe . 

Philadelphia ,  April  12,  1755. 

SIR, 

IT  Will  give  you  as  exaft  a  defcription  of  my 
1  lifter’s  cafe  as  I  can.  Firft:  fbe  complain¬ 
ed  of  a  flow  fever,  and  then  of  hidden  flitches 
in  her  lide  ;  which  fhe  would  compare  to  the 
prick  of  a  pin  ;  and  would  flap  her  fide  with 
her  hand ;  which  never  failed  giving  her  re¬ 
lief  for  fome  time.  She  then  began  to  com¬ 
plain  of  a  pain  m  her  fhoulder,  and  that 
would  he  more  violent  and  laft  longer ;  the 

pains 
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pains  increafing  and  being  more  frequent,  {he 

would  fay  it  was  juft  like  the  fling  of  a  bee* 
Afterwards  fhe  began  to  complain  of  a  pain 
tinder  her  fhoulder,  jufl  below  the  fhoulder 
blade.  She  faid  it  had  formed  itlelf  into 
three  points  :  it  Was  always  word:  in  the  night. 
This  was  her  cafe  for  about  ten  months :  her 
pains  then  began  to  be  violent,  and  fhe  would 
fcream  out,  and  would  beg  me  to  pound  her 
back,  or  fhoulder,  which  I  did  for  jo  or  15 
minutes  at  a  time,  and  flaped  her  fide.  I 
then  fpoke  to  Dodor  j.  Bond.  He  advifed 
her  to  ride,  but  fhe  was  at  that  time  fo  ill, 
that  die  could  neither  fit  up  nor  lie  down 
half  an  hour  together  :  and  faid  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  her  to  fet  on  horfeback,  and  that 
it  would  kill  her  :  the  Dodor  infilled  upon 
it;  and  fhe  to  pleafe  us  (as  fhe  faid)  would 
try.  She  had  hardly  got  out  of  town,  be¬ 
fore  flie  found  a  great  alteration  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  ;  and  before  fhe  reached  Francfort,  was 
perfedly  eafy.  She  went  to  Trenton  that 
day;  to  Princeton  the  next;  and  continued 
fo  for  two  weeks.  She  was  then  taken  with 
a  violent  pain  in  her  fide.  Dodor  Bond  or¬ 
dered  her  to  be  let  blood ;  which  was  done 

immediately. 
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immediately,  but  to  no  purpofe.  She  was 
then  bliftered,  but  all  in  vain,  her  pains  ftili 
increafing.  She  was  then  put  under  a  courfe 
of  phyfic,  but  ftili  to  no  purpofe.  It  would 
be  too  tedious  to  relate  all  the  medicines  that 
were  applied. 

She  next  complained  of  a  quirling  pain, 
that  would  laft  three  or  four  hours  with  the 
utmoft  violence  ;  and  nothing  would  relieve 
her,  but  ftrong  anodines :  and,  when  their 
force  were  over,  fhe  would  be  awaked  with  a 
violent  pain  under  her  fhoulder  ;  which  fhe 
could  compare  to  nothing  but  a  great  bull¬ 
dog  tearing  her  liver.  She  would  lie,  to  all 
appearance,  in  the  agonies  of  death,  five  or 
fix  hours,  without  the  leaft  intermiffion,  un¬ 
til  (lie  took  another  anodine. 

She  then  began  to  fwell  ;  fir  ft  her  feet, 
then  her  legs,  and  at  length  her  whole  body, 
except  her  hands  and  arms ;  but  there  was 
one  fpot  under  her  fhoulder,  that  might  be 
covered  with  a  hand,  more  puffed  than  any 
other  part,  and  extremely  fore :  her  forenefs 
was  very  great  from  head  to  foot  $  but  fhe 
laid  it  pointed  at  that  fpot.  We  ufed  divers 
pultices ;  one  of  which  was  made  of  rye- 

meal. 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  yri 

meal,  honey,  and  Caftile  foap,  and  it  had 
not  been  on  half  an  hour,  before  the  pain 
left  that  fpot,  and  die  faid  it  was  the  bed; 
pultice  die  ever  had.  She  lay  tolerably  eafy 
for  about  halt  an  hour,  and  then  began  to 
fcream  out  with  a  violent  drawing  pain  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fmall  ribs ;  and  faid  the  pains 
were  drawing  over  to  the  left  fide.  She  faid 
|  i£  was  a  drawing  pain  at  the  fmall  ribs,  and 
a  tickling  pain  at  her  back ;  at  the  fame  time 
all  who  faw  her,  judged  her  to  be  in  the  a- 
gonies  of  death.  TneDodor,  at  my  rcgticll 
gave  her  an  anodine ;  which  relieved  her  for 
a  few  hours.  It  was  about  four  o’clock 
when  the  took  this  anodine :  at  eleven  Ihe 
took  another  ;  and  at  eight  next  morning  a. 
third.  She  continued  in  this  agony  for  three 
days,  when  all  at  once  die  fcreamed  out,  and 
laid  the  quirling  pain  was  got  into'  her 
ftomach  ;  called  for  all  her  friends,  and  took 

leave  of  them  in  a  mod  affectionate  manner. 
She  herfelf  and  all  prefent  expeded  her  lad 
moment  was  at  hand.  The  agonies  die  was 
in  cannot  be  exprefed.  From  that  time  no¬ 
thing  would  day  on  her  domach,  except 
drong  brandy  or  geneva  punch ;  and  nothing 

would 
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would  give  any  tolerable  eafe,  except  flrong 
anodines.  She  has  taken  two  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  drops  in  a  day ;  which  had  no  other 
effeft,  but  to  enable  her  to  converfe  with 
her  friends.  For  about  three  weeks  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  conflant  agony,  and  then  felt 
a  fudden  change  ;  and  calling  to  her  nurfe, 
afked  if  fhe  did  not  perceive  an  alteration* 
She  faid  yes,  but  that  fhe  hoped  it  was  for 
the  better ;  my  filler  faid  fhe  hoped  fo  to, 
but  faid  it  was  for  death  :  for  though  the 
quirling  pain  was  gone,  her  fwallow  was 
gone  with  it  alfo ;  and  her  flomach  was  do- 
fed,  but  felt  no  pain.  This  was  about  two 
o’clock  on  Thurfday  morning ;  and  at  eleven 
in  the  forenoon,  fhe  voided  by  flool  the  firft 
part  of  a  worm  :  and  about  four  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  that  part  which  you  faw. 

I  am>  Sir ,  &c. 

Sarah  Browne. 


X.  An 
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X.  An  ExXtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Murdack 
Mackenzie  to  Dr.  John  Clephane,  dated 
Conftantinople,  Aug.  17,  1754^  relating 
to  the  Cure  of  a  SuppreJJion  of  Urine  by  the 
Bark .  Communicated  to  the  Society ,  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1754, 

N  the  31ft  of  July,  1754,  one  Mr. 
Stanton,  aged  about  30,  ftrong  and 
robuft,  who  had  never  before  been  troubled 


with  the  gravel,  done,  drangury,  or  any  pain 
or  difficulty  in  the  urinary,  padages,  was  at 
once  taken  with  a  total  retention  of  urine  5 

for  which  he  was  blooded  in  two  or  three 
hours  time  frbm  his  firft  pain*  and  in  two 

hours  more*  he  had  a  glyder  given  him  ; 
which  operated  copioufly  by  ftool,  but  he 
could  not  make  one  drop  of  urine.  At  night 
he  took  an  anodine  diuretic  mixture  to  as 
little  advantage.  He  was  all  this  time  in 
fome  pain,  without  any  febrile  fymptom, 
not  fo  much  as  third. 


On  the  fird  of  Augufi,  in  the  morning* 
he  took  another  glyder,  which  operated 
Very  well,  but  without  the  defired  effeft. 
Wherefore  I  ordered  a  femicupium  for  him, 

G  and 
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and  lome  dofes  of  pulv.  millepedum  and  fpt~ 
ntus  nitri  dulc .  from  which  he  found  no 
benefit ;  which  made  me  propofe  founding 
him  •  but  he  would  not  confent,  protefting 
obftinately,  that  he  would  rather  die.  Where¬ 
fore  I  continued  for  two  days  more  ordering 
fome  lenitive  purges  of  cajfiay  manna ,  and 
Epfom  falts,  with  all  the  diuretic  falts  and 
oils,  mixt  with  fome  narcotic  and  anodine 
medicines  in  different  forms,  but  all  in  vain. 
At  laft,  fufpeding  fome  relaxation  of  the 
extrufores  urinay  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  I 
ordered  for  him  fome  dofes  of  the  bark  $ 
which  produced  fuch  a  happy  efFedt,  that 
In  an  hour  after  taking  the  third  drachm  of 
bark,  he  made  fome  urine ;  and,  after  tak¬ 
ing  10  drachms,  he  was  perfectly  cured, 
and  made  water  with  great  eafe  and  in  great 
plenty. 


XI.  A 
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XL  A  relation  of  a  Cure  performed  by  Ele5lri~ 

city,  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  Evans ,fudent 
inPhyfc  at  Philadelphia.  Communicated 
Oft.  2i,  1754. 


CB,  in  the  fummer,  1742,  and  about 
the  fourteenth  year  of  her  age,  was 
feiz’d  with  convulfion  fits,  which  fucceeded 
each  other  fo  faft,  fhe  had  near  40  in  24 
hours  after  the  firft  attack.  She  ftruggled 
with  fuch  violence  in  the  fits,  that  three 
ftrong  people  could  fcarcely  keep  her  in  bed  ; 
but  after  bleeding,  blifters,  with  the  ufe  of 
anodine  and  nervous  medicines,  they  now  a- 
bated  in  feverity,  and  did  not  return  above 
once  or  twice  a  day.  It  was  thought  to  be 
occafioned  by  an  obftruftion  of  the  menfes , 
from  imprudently  expofing  herfelf  to  cold, 
at  the  time  of  their  appearance  •  therefore 
fhe  was  put  on  acourfe  of  gums,  fteel,  bit¬ 
ters,  &c.  which  fucceeded  in  procuring  that 
difcharge  in  a  pretty  regular  manner. 

Notwithftanding  this,  her  diforder  con¬ 
tinued  in  one  fhape  or  other,  or  returned  af- 

G  2  ter 
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ter  an  intermiffion  of  a  month  or  two,  at  far- 
theft.  Sometimes  fhe  was  tortur  d  almoft  W 
madnefs  with  a  cramp  in  different  parts  of  the 
body  3  then  with  more  general  convulfions 
of  the  extremities,  and  a  choaking  deliquium  3 
and,  at  times,  with  almoft  the  whole  train  of 
hyftfcric  fymptoms.  Thefe  continued,  and 
harrafied  her  alternately  for  10  years,  though 
fhe  had  the  beft  advice  the  place  afforded, 
and  took  a  great  number  of  medicines.  In* 
Sept.  1752,  fhe  determin’d  to  try  what  elec¬ 
tricity  could  do  for  her  3  which,  together 
with  its  effedt,  fhe  relates  as  follows,  in  two 
letters  3  the  firft  dated  five  months  after  the 
trial,  the  laft  in  February  1754.  At  length 
<£  my  fpirits  were  quite  broke  and  fubdued 
<c  with  fo  many  years  a  filiation,  and  indeed  I 
£t  was  almoft  grown  defperate,  being  left 
“  without  hope  of  relief.  About  this  time 
<c  there  was  great  talk  of  the  wonderful 
<c  power  of  electricity  3  and  as  a  perfon  re- 
duced  to  the  laft  extremity,  is  glad  to 
<c  catch  at  any  thing  3  I  happened  to  think 
<c  it  might  be  ufeful  to  me.  Although  I  could 
€C  have  no  encouragement  from  any  expe- 

■  x  riment 
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riment  in  the  like  cafe,  I  refolved  to  try, 
*c  let  the  event  be  what  it  might ;  for  death 
cc  was  more  defirable  than  life,  on  the  terms 
<c  I  enjoyed  it.  Accordingly  IwenttoPhi- 
ladelphia,  the  beginning  of  Sept.  1752, 
<c  and  applyed  to  B.  Franklin,  who  I  thought 
<c  underftood  it  bed  of  any  perfon  here.  I 
cc  received  four  (hocks  morning  and  evening; 
*c  they  were  what  they  call  200  (Irokes  of 
cc  the  wheel,  which  fills  an  eight  gallon  bot- 
*c  tie,  and  indeed  they  were  very  fevere,.  On 
<c  receiving  the  firft  (hock,  I  felt  the  fit  very 
€C  (trong,  but  the  fecond  effectually  carried 
*c  it  off ;  and  thus  it  was  every  time  I  went 
ce  through  the  operation  ;  yet  the  fymp- 
toms  gradually  decreafed,  till  at  length 
4C  they  intirely  left  me.  I  (laid  in  town  but 
*c  two  weeks,  and  when  I  went  home,  B. 
**  Franklin  was  fo  good  as  to  fupply  me 
<c  with  a  globe  and  bottle,  to  electrify  my- 
4C  felf  every  day  for  three  months.  The  fits 
H  were  foon  carried  off,  but  the  cramp  con- 
€C  tinued  fomewhat  longer,  though  it  was 
■ £  fcarcely  troublefome,  and  very  feldom  re- 
turned.  I  now  enjoy  fuch  a  (late  of 

G  3  “  healthy 
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“  health,  as  I  would  have  given  all  the 
<l  world  for,  this  time  two  years,  if  it  had 
t(  been  in  my  power,  and  I  have  great  rea- 
tc  fon  to  hope  it  will  continue/’ 

I  have  other  letters  from  the  family  of 
later  date,  which  fays  fhe  continues  to  enjoy 
perfect  health. 


XII.  Of 
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XI L  Of  the  Opifthotonos  and  Tetanus.  By 
Doctor  Lionel  Chalmers  of  Charles-Town 
in  South- Carolina.  Sent  to  Dr,  John  Fo- 
thergill,  and  by  him  communicated  to  the 
Society ,  Oft.  31,  1754. 


F  all  the  difeafes  to  which  man  is  fub^ 


V^/  jeft,  none  deferves  more  to  be  confi- 
dered  than  the  QpiJlhoto?ios  and  Tetanus ,  ei¬ 
ther  with  regard  to  the  variety  of  painful 
fymptoms,  which  almoft  without  intermif- 
fion  diftraft  the  fick,  or  the  danger  of  the 
difeafes  themfelves,  from  which  few  reco¬ 
ver,  in  comparifon  of  the  number  they  at¬ 
tack.  In  both,  the  vital  aftions  are  very 
imperfeftly  performed,  moil:  of  thofe  which 
are  called  natural,  being  as  it  were  fufpend- 
ed  at  once,  and  fo  far  is  the  patient  from 
being  able  to  execute  any  voluntary  motion, 
that  the  whole  machine  undergoes  the  moil 
excruciating  diftortions,  from  the  violent  and 
unnatural  contractions  of  the  mufcles.  Hap¬ 
py  it  is  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  more 
temperate  climates,  that  fuch  difeafes  appear 
rarely  among  them,  but  in  thofe  countries, 


which 
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which  lie  in  the  more  fourthern  and  warmer 
latitudes,  they  are  endemic,  efpecially  to 
negro  flaves.  In  South-Carolina,  they  fhew 
themfelves  at  all  feafons,  but  not  fo  often  in 
winter,  more  frequently  in  fpring  and  au¬ 
tumn,  and  are  mod  common  in  the  fum- 
mer,  when  people  work  abroad  and  are  al¬ 
ternately  expofed  to  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun,  and  heavy  fhowers,  which  often 
happen  fuddenly,  and  greatly  alter  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  air.  Others  are  feized  with 
the  Opijihotonos ,  after  deeping  without  doors, 
that  they  may  enjoy  the  deceitful  refrefh- 
xnent  of  the  cool  night  air,  when  the  wea¬ 
ther  is  warm ;  and  one  youth  chofe  to.  cut 
off  his  hair  and  {have  his  head  cat  a  warm 
day  in  March,  and  went  to  bed  without  a 
cap  ;  but  the  weather  changed,  and  became 
cold  in  the  night,  and  he  was  found  rigid 
with  that  difeafe  next  morning. 

Thefe  difeafes  fo  rarely,  appear  as  originals 
in  Europe,  that  a  good  hiftory  of  them  can¬ 
not  be  expected  from  the  phyficians  who 
praclife  in  that  part  of  the  world;  nor  has 
any  thing  like  a  full  defcription  been  given 
of  them,  by  any  ancient  or  modern  author 

widely 
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which  I  have  feen.  Hippocrates  indeed 
takes  notice  of  them  in  many  places,  and 
feems  to  regard  them  only  as  confequences 
of  other  difeafes,  or  of  wounds  or  ulcers  of 
the  nervous  or  tendinous  parts,  of  which 
fymptomatic  kind  of  Qpijlhotonos  he  gives 
three  remarkable  cafes  in  lib.  V.  §.  VII.  de 
Morb .  vulg.  and  repeats  them  in  another 
place ;  but  the  few  fymptoms  he  recounts,  do 
not  fhew  themfelves  with  us.  Galen,  Caelius 
Aurelianus,  Aretaeus,  &c.  feem  only  to  have 
copied  Hippocrates,  with  the  addition  of 
fome  fuppofititious  fymptoms  which  really  do 
pot  appear,  and  the  little  that  Bontius  fays 
of  it,  is  very  faulty. 

Among  the  numerous  clafs  of  fpafmodic 
difeafes,  there  are  three  which  diftinguifh 
themfelves  in  a  very  particular  manner,  on 
which  the  names  of  Emprojlhotonos ,  Opijihoto 
nos  and  ‘Tetanus  have  been  juftly  enough  be¬ 
llowed,  as  being  expreffive  of  the  pofture  into 
which  they  throw  and  confine  the  patient. 
When  therefore  thofe  mufcles  which  bend 
the  head,  neck  and  body  forwards,  fuffer  fuch 
involuntary,  violent  and  continued  contrac¬ 
tions,  as  fix  the  chin  to  the  breaft,  incurvate 

the 
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the  fpine  and  body,  and  retain  the  Tick  in 
this  painful  and  prone  poftui*e,  the  difeafe 
is  called  Emprojlhotonos .  When  the  pofterior 
mufcles  are  fimilarly  affected,  fo  that  the 
head  is  drawn  towards  the  fpine,  and  the 
fpine  itfelf  is  recurvated,  it  has  then  the 
name  of  Opiflhotonos ;  although  in  fad  in  this, 
all  thofe  mufcles  which  ad  in  deglutition, 
bend  the  head  forwards,  or  turn  it  to  either 
fide,  are  equally  contraded  with  thefe  which 
raife  the  head  and  fpine.  The  Tetanus  differs 
from,  or  rather  is  compounded  of,  both  the 
others,  for  in  this  the  patient  is  found  rigid 
and  inflexible;  being  as  it  were  braced  be¬ 
tween  the  oppofite  contradions  of  the  an¬ 
terior  and  pofterior  mufcles  •  yet  even  here 
the  head  is  much  retraded. 

I  never  faw  the  Empr  oft  hot  ones ,  and  fhali 
only  fpeak  of  the  Opijlhotonos  and  Tetanus , 
the  fir  ft  being  by  fir  the  moft  common,  and 
in  the  laft  ftage  of  which  the  Tetanus  fre¬ 
quently  fupervenes.  And  let  it  be  obferved, 
that  the  following  defeription  by  no  means 
refpeds  fuch  fymptomatic  contradions  as 
often  happen  immediately  before  death,  both 
'  acute  and  chronic  difeafes;  neither  will 

it 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  91 

it  agree  with  that  fpurious  Opijlhotonos  or 
‘Tetanus,  which  appear  fometimes  in  the 
firft  and  fecond  ftages  of  quotidian  inter- 
mittents  in  this  country,  however  they  may 
emulate  the  true  difeafes  in  fome  of  their 
iymptoms. 

St  ad.  I.  The  Opijlhotonos ,  contrary  to 
what  Bontius  aflerts,  often  comes  on  gradu¬ 
ally  and  by  flighter  approaches,  the  patient 
complaining  at  firft  rather  of  an  uneafy  ftiff- 
nefs  in  the  back  part  of  the  neck,  and  about 
the  fhoulders,  than  of  any  acute  pain,  with 
fome  degree  of  a  general  laffitude.  Thefe 
increafe,.  and  become  fo  troublefome  when 
he  attemps  to  turn  his  head,  or  to  bend  it 
forward,  as  to  oblige  him  to  walk  very 
eretfi,  for  he  can  by  no  means  look  down¬ 
ward,  nor  to  either  fide,  without  turning  his 
whole  body.  He  cannot  open  his  jaws, 
without  pain,  and  has  fome  difficulty  in 

fwallowing,  which  difcourages  him  from 
attempting  to  eat.  At  times  he  feels  a  hid¬ 
den  and  painful  tradtion  under  the  cartilago 
enjiformis ,  which  ftrikes  through  to  the  back, 
and  inftantly  increafts  the  rigidity  about  the 

neck 
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neck  and  ftioulders,  draws  the  head  backC 
ward  a  little,  and  fhuts  the  jaws  clofer.  The 
pain  under  the  Jlernum  returns  more  fre¬ 
quently  and  with  greater  violence ;  and  the 
other  contractions  become  fo  ftrong,  that 
the  head  from  this  time  continues  much  re¬ 
tracted,  and  he  now  refufes  nourishment* 
as  fwallowing  is  attended  with  great  pain, 
and  occafions  a  return  of  the  fpafm  ;  which 
extends  along  the  fpine  quite  to  the  lower 
extremities ;  fo  that  they  will  no  longer  fup- 
port  him,  and  he  is  under  the  neceffity  of 
going  to  bed. 

In  this  manner  paffes  over  the  firft  ftage 
of  the  Gpifihotonos ,  which  fometimes  takes 
up  three  or  four  days  ;  the  patient,  as  well 
as  thofe  about  him,  miftaking  the  firft  ap¬ 
pearances  of  it  for  that  rheumatic  complaint, 
which  is  commonly  called  a  crick  in  the 
neck ;  but  it  fometimes  forms  itfelf  much 
quicker,  and  invades  the  unfortunate  perfon 
with  the  whole  train  of  its  mifehievous 
fymploms,  in  a  few  hours ;  in  which  cafe, 
the  danger  may  truly  be  eftimated  from  the 
violence  of  the  firft  attack,  for  fuch  gene¬ 
rally  die  in  ^4>  36,  or  48  hours,  and  very 

rarely 
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rarely  furvive  the  third  day.  Bat  when  it 
is  lefs  acute,  few  are  loft  after  the  ninth 
or  eleventh,  which  number  of  days,  it 
would  not  be  poffible  for  them  to  com  pleat, 
unlefs  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  was  .in  a 
good  meafure  fubdued ;  although  I  had  one 
who  recovered,  after  having  been  fubjeCt  to 
its  tyrannical  attacks  daily  for  fix  weeks.  In 
this  ftage,  the  pulfe  is  flow,  and  very  hard, 
and  the  belly  is  bound  ;  blood  taken  away, 
feems  not  to  be  altered  from  the  natural  ftatey 
fo  that  no  indication  can  be  deduced  there¬ 
from  ;  and  only  varies  with  regard  to  laxity 
or  compaction,  according  to  the  age  of  the 
perfon,  and  feafon  of  the  year. 

St  ad.  II.  The  fpafm  under  the  jlernum 
(which  is  the  pathognomic  fymptom  of  this 
difeafe)  becomes  more  violent,  returning 
every  1  o  or  1 5  minutes,  and  never  fails  to 
be  inftantly  fucceeded  by  a  ftronger  retraCtion 
of  the  head,  with  great  rigidity,  and  pain 
all  round  the  neck,  and  along  the  fpine,  to 
the  lower  extremities,  which  are  fuddenly 
put  to  the  ftretch.  The  countenance  is  very 
pie  and  contracted,  the;  jaws  are  that  mo¬ 
ment 
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ment  fnapped  together,  and  cannot  after¬ 
ward  be  opened  fo  wide  as  to  receive  the  end 
of  one’s  little  finger,  an  attempt  to  do  which, 
by  way  of  experiment,  furely  hurries  on  the 
fpafm.  The  maftoid,  coracohyoid  and  fter- 
nohyoid  mufcles,  as  well  as  all  the  others 
concerned  in  deglutition,  and  the  deltoid  and 
peCtorals,  are  moft  violently  contracted,  fo 
that  the  fhoulders  are  ftrongly  raifed  for¬ 
ward,  and  the  arms  are  ftretched  out  or 
drawn  acrofs  the  body  5  but  the  wrifts  and 
fingers  feem  not  to  be  affeCted. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  the  patient  in  the 
time  of  the  fpafm,  which  ceafes  in  a  few  fe- 
conds,  after  which  the  fhoulders  and  arms 
recline,  and  the  inferior  extremities  relax, 
yet  not  fo  entirely,  but  that  fuch  a  degree  of 
rigidity  for  the  moft  part  remains,  as  will 
not  permit  them  to  bend,  when  this  is  at¬ 
tempted  by  another  perfon  ;  for  as  to  the 
fick  himfelf,  he  cannot  at  all  move  them* 
The  mufcles  on  the  fides,  and  fore-part  of 
the  neck,  continue  ftill  contracted,  although 
not  fo  ftrongly  5  but  their  aCtion  is  overcome 
by  the  number  and  ftrength  of  the  pofterior 
ones  5  fo  that  the  retraCtion  of  the  head  con- 

ftantly 
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ftantly  remains.  He  breathes  quick  for  fome 
minutes,  as  if  he  had  been  excefllvely  exer- 
cifed,  and  the  pulfe  is  fmall,  fluttering,  and 
irregular,  but  both  become  more  calm 
and  flow.  The  pulfe  efpecially,  in  fome, 
does  not  exceed  forty  vibrations  in  a  mi¬ 
nute  ;  in  others,  it  is  more  frequent  than 
natural,  and  always  hard.  The  face  is 
fometimes  pale  in  the  intervals,  but  oftner 
fluflied ;  and  the  whole  countenance  expreffes 
ftrong  appearances  of  the  mod  melancholy 
diftrefs  5  as  well  becaufe  of  the  dread  he 
has  of  a  return  of  the  fpafm,  which  he  is 
fure  will  foon  happen,  as  from  the  pain  he 
differs  by  the  prefent  contractions,  and  the 
more  general  and  fevere  ones,  which  he  has 
fo  lately  fuftained.  The  tongue  is  ftiff  and 
torpid,  but  fo  far  as  it  can  be  feen,  is  not 
foul.  The  urine  can  feldom  be  faved,  for 
it  is  either  forced  away  by  the  fpafm,  or 
voided  in  the  bath  ;  but  what  I  have  feen  was 
high  coloured  (probably  becaufe  they  drink 
little)  with  a  rare,  duflcy  cloud,  which  does 
not  precipitate.  When  the  heat  is  moderate 
and  equal,  the  pulfe  is  flow,  nor  is  it  very 
intenfe  when  the  pulfe  is  quicker  ;  and  the 

head 
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head  is  rarely  complained  of,  although  they 
mutter  a  little  in  their  fhort  {lumbers,  from 
which  they  are  foon  roufed  by  the  fpafm. 
The  belly  is  always  bound,  and  cannot  ea- 
fily  be  loofened.  In  drinking,  the  liquid 
paffes  with  great  difficulty  to  the  ftomach, 
even  in  the  fmalleft  quantity  ;  and  if  the 
fpafm  fhould  feize  him  at  that  time,  which 
an  attempt  to  fwallow  for  the  moft  part  oc- 
cafions,  the  liquor  returns  through  the  nofe 
with  fome  force.  Blood  taken  away  in  this 
ftage,  never  fhewed  any  appearance  of  an 
inflammatory  difpofition,  but  rather  was  of 
a  diffolute  crajis ,  with  florid  and  duflcy 
ftreaks  interfperfed  on  the  furface.  In  ge¬ 
neral,  they  defire  to  lie  ftill  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  and  avoid  drinking,  fpeaking,  or  being 
moved,  either  of  which  are  apt  to  occafion 
a  return  of  the  fpafm.  But  others  again  re¬ 
quire  to  be  turned,  in  hopes  of  procuring  a 
more  favourable  pofture,  which  never  fails 
to  produce  an  attack  of  the  convulfion,  by 
which  the  head  is  drawn  back  to  the  fpine, 

which  is  beft  prevented  by  lying  on  the 
back. 
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S  t  A  d.  IIL  in  this  lad  dage,  the  patient, 
is  reduced  to  the  moil:  calamitous  and  did 
trefsful  circumdanees ;  for  he  is  on  a  con¬ 
tinual  rack,  according  to  the  molt  literal 
meaning  of  that  word,  the  fpafm  returning 
oftner  than  once  in  a  minute,  is  much  more 
violent,  and  holds  him  longer,  fo  that  he 
has  '  fcarcely  any  remiffion.  The  anterior 
mufcles  of  the  whole  body  now  differ  equal 
contractions  with  the  poderior,  but  the  lad 
overcome  the  force  of  the  others,  fo  that  the 
fpine  is  drongly  recurvated,  and  forms  a 
hollow  arch  with  the  bed,  and  he  reds  on 
the  back  part  of  the  head  and  the  heels* 
The  belly  is  flat,  and  is  drawn  inward,  and 
the  mufcles  are  fo  rigidly  contra&ed,  that 
they  will  not  give  way  to  prefiure*  and  do 
not  feem  in  the  lead  to  yield  to  the  defcent 
of  the  diaphragm  in  inspiration*  the  feveral 
mufcles  about  the  neck,  fides,  and  abdomen , 
being  plainly  didinguidiable  from  each  other. 
Although  the  lower  extremities  are  always 
rigid  in  this  date,  yet  are  they  fo  fuddenly 
and  violenty  diftended  in  the  time  of  the 
fpafms,  that  were  it  not  for  the  danders  by, 
he  would  be  projected  feet  foremod  off  the 

H  bed, 
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bed,  while  others  again,  are  as  it  were  pufh- 
ed  upward  with  fuch  a  fpring,  that  the  head 
is  ftruck  with  great  force  againft  whatever 
happens  to  be  in  the  way,  the  thighs  and 
legs  being  ip  this  cafe  no  lefs  rigid  than  the 
other  parts.  The  tongue  is  fpafmodically 
darted  out,  and  is  often  miferably  torn,  as 
the  teeth  are  that  moment  fnapped  together, 
fo,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  prevent  this  by  keep¬ 
ing  the  handle  of  a  fpoon  wrapped  round 
with  foft  rags,  between  the  teeth,  when 
this  can  be  done.  At  the  time  that  the 
tongue  is  thus  thruft  out,  the  mufcular  flefh, 
which  lies  between  the  arch  of  the  lower  jaw 
and  head  of  the  trachea ,  feems  to  be  drawn 
upwards  within  the  throat.  The  counte¬ 
nance  is  very  much  contracted,  and  he  is  in 
a  foam  of  fweat,  the  heat  being  very  great, 
and  the  pulfe  between  the  fpafms  is  exceed¬ 
ing  quick,  fmall  and  irregular,  although 
the  heart  throbs  fo  ftrongly,  that  its  motions 
may  be  plainly  feen,  and  a  palpitating  fub- 
fultory  kind  of  undulation  may  not  only  be 
felt,  but  perceived  all  over  the  epigaftric 
region.  The  eyes  are  watery  and  languid, 
and  a  pale  or  bloody  froth  bubbles  out  from 

between 
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between  the  lips.  The  jaws  are  for  the 
moft  part  locked  fail,  fo  that  it  is  impoflibls 
to  give  drink  or  nouriftiment,  nor  could  he 
fwallow  if  any  thing  was  put  into  his 
mouth.  In  this  date  they  are  commonly 
delirious,  and  as  they  cannot  fubfift  many 
hours,  under  fo  great  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
vital  and  natural  functions,  a  mortal  anxiety 
enfues  and  releafes  them  •  oftener  a  conti¬ 
nued  and  fevere  fpafm  fimfhes  the  tragedy, 
when  it  was  before  almoft  at  an  end  3  but 
moft  frequently  a  general  convulfion  puts  a 
period  to  their  fufferings,  and  which  ever 
way  this  happens,  they  for  the  moft  part  re¬ 
lax  juft  before  death. 

In  the  Tetanus,  the  general  fymptoms  are 
nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  Opijlhotonos ,  ex¬ 
cept  that,  from  the  firft  attack,  the  lateral, 
abdominal,  and  other  anterior  mufcles,  are 
equally  contracted  with  the  pofterior  ones  3 
and  the  arms  become  rigid  as  well  as  the 
lower  extremities.  The  abdomen  is  always 
flat  and  rigid  as  in  the  laft  ftage  of  the 
Opijlhotonos ,  and  its  contents  feem  to  be 
thruft  up  into  the  thorax ,  which  at  the  fame 

H  2  time 
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time  appears  to  be  much  dilated.  There  are\ 
here  alio  fome  intervals  between  the  fpafms,, 
in  the  time  of  which  the  cheeks  are  drawn  - 
towards  the  ears,  fo  that  all  the  teeth  may  be 
feen  as  in  the  fqafmus  cynicus .  Deglutition, 
is  more  free  in  this  than  in  the  other  difeafe  ; 
yet  fo  hir  is  the  fick  from,  being  equally  ba¬ 
lanced  between  the  contractions  of  the  oppo- 
ilte  rnufcles,  that  the  head  is  retraced  and' 
the  fpine  is  recurvated,  although  not  quite  fo 
much  as  in  the  Opjfihotonos .  And  the  fpafm, 
which  commences  under  the  Jlernwn ,  is  like- 
wife  common  to  the  Tetanus,  which  termi¬ 
nates  as  the  other,  and  on  the  fame  fatal  days. 
But  whoever  .recovers  from  either,  labours 
long  under  a  general  atonia ,  and  they  cannot 
for  fome  months  raife  themfelves  from  a 
fupine  or  recumbent  pofture  without  pain>: 
nor  without  help  for  fome  time. 

Whoever  confiders  what  has  been  faid, 
will  readily  perceive,  how  greatly  the  vital 
and  natural  aCtions  are  difturbed,  and  indeed 
alinoft  fulpended;  what  impediments  mull 
arife  to  the  regular  diftribution  of  the  fluids, 
when  the 'whole  vafcular  fyftem  undergoes 
fuel!  frequent  and  violent  fpafinodic  con- 

ftrictions  y. 
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'ftricftions ;  and  confequently  how  much  the 
oeconomy  of  fecretion  and  excretion  is  in¬ 
terrupted^  from  all  which  it  may  be  eafily 
inferred,  that  nothing  like  a  crifis  can  be 
expected  ;  and  moft  certain  it  is,  that  no 
fuch  ever  happens;  fo  that  the  recovery  of 
ihe  patient  muft  entirely  depend  on  medi¬ 
cine,  in  the  choice  of  which  all  very  heat¬ 
ing  and  ftimulating  things  given  internally, 
or  applied  outwardly,  .are  to  be  avoided,  es¬ 
pecially  blifters,  which  have  a  moft  perni¬ 
cious  effect.  Mild  purgatives,  joined  with 
temperate  diaphoretics,  have  been  given 
gradually,  and  continued  until  they  had  ope¬ 
rated,  without  any  advantage  ;  nor  did  vo¬ 
miting  which  was  excited,  accidentally,  by 
the  kermes  mineral ,  anfwer  any  good  purpofs 
although  much  bile  was  thrown  up ;  and 
worms  have  been  voided  both  ways  in  others 
without  yielding  any  relief.  Mufk  I  have 
not  yet  tryed,  but  believe,  after  the  violence 
of  the  fpafin  has  been  abated  by  opium ,  it 
might  be  given  in  large  dofes,  with  good 
effetft. 

If  the  fick  is  plethoric,  bleeding  to  the 
beginning  of  the  fecond  ftage  (and  we  are 

H  J  feldom 
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feldom  called  fooner)  is  neceflary,  not  be- 
caufe  it  has  ever  procured  any  abatement  of 
the  iymptoms,  but  that  by  emptying  the  vef- 
fels,  he  will  bear  the  warm  bath  and  opiates 
better,  from  the  Life  of  which  his  recovery  is 
wholly  to  be  expected,  (fo  far  as  I  have  yet 
been  able  to  difcover)  for  they  feldom  can 
fwallow  any  thing  till  after  bathing,  by  the 
warmth  of  which  the  contractions  remit ; 
and  as  deglutition  becomes  more  free,  drink 
or  nourishment  are  then  to  be  given  through 
the  fpout  of  a  tea-pot,  which  is  the  eafieft 
way  of  feeding  them  in  thefe  difeafes. 

.  If  the  weather  is  warm,  and  the  pulfe 
quick,  with  a  preternatural  heat  in  the  Skin, 
the  warmth  of  the  water  in  the  bath  Should 


not  exceed  the  96-th  or  98th  divifion  of 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer.  But  when  the 


pulfe  is  flow  with  little' heat,  it  ought  to  be 
fo  warm  as  to  raife  the  mercury  to  the  100  or 


I02d  degree,  efpecially  if  the  weather  is  cold. 
\  v  bile  he  is  in  the  water,  gentle  fribtion 
fnould  be  ufed,  efpecially  about  the  neck, 
bread,  and  along  the  Spine,  fo  far  as  it  can 
be  come  at ;  and  he  is  to  be  kept  in  the 
l  atn,  until  the  pulfe  becomes  foft  and  full. 

When 
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When  it  is  thought  necefTary  to  take  him  up, 
he  is  not  to  be  wiped  dry,  but  muft  be 
wrapped  immediately  in  a  dry  blanket,  and 
put  to  bed,  in  which  they  ufually  fweat  freely ; 
but  fhould  thofe  fweats  prove  too  profufe, 
efpecially  if  the  pulfe  becomes  very  frequent 
and  contracted  withal,  with  an  intenfe  heat 
of  the  Ikin,  they  are  to  be  difcou raged  by 
rubbing  tlie  Ikin  dry  with  a  wrarm  cloth. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  perfbn  fhould 
lie  at  full  length  in  the  tub,  having  a  blanket 
rolled  up  for  a  pillow  under  his  head,  and, 
except  his  face,  he  ought  to  be  covered  with 
the  water,  a  due  heat  of  which  muft  be 
kept  up  by  fupplying  warmer  water  as  it 
cools  in  the  bath  5  wherefore  it  is  necefTary 
to  have  a  kettle  always  over  the  fire,  with 
the  bathing  tub  placed  by  the  bed’s  fide, 
that  both  may  be  ready  when  they  are  want¬ 
ed,  which  may  be  five  or  fix  times  in  the 
day. 

If  no  gentle  opiate  was  given  when  he 
was  in  the  bath,  let  him  foon  after  take  a 
large  dofe,  which  ought  to  be  repeated  bold¬ 
ly  every  half  hour,  or  at  fuch  intervals  as  to 
allow  time  to  judge  of  the  effedf  of  the 

H  4  preceding 
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preceding  one :  and  in  this  manner  the  ufb 
of  it  is  to  be  continued,  until  the  fpafm 
under  the  Jlernum  ceafes,  to  which  a  remif- 
lion  of  the  contractions  will  furely  fucceed. 
But  as  both  will  moft  certainly  return  when 
the  effeCt  of  the  opiate  wears  off,  it  muft  be 
repeated  in  due  time  to  prevent  them,  the 
neceffity  for  which  the  patient  will  have  fuf- 
ficient  warning,  by  his  being  fenlible  of  the 
gradual  approach  and  increafe  of  the  pain, 
as  the  operation  of  the  opium  diminifhes. 
Having  therefore  often  obferved  this,  I  leave 
directions  that  the  lick  Ihould  be  from  time 
to  time  queftioned  concerning  it,  and  when 
it  is  found  necelfary,  the  opiate  is  thrown 
in  and  repeated,  until  the  intention  is  an- 
fwered,  whereby  the  fpafm  will  be  prevent¬ 
ed,  the  contractions  will  ceafe,  and  the  pulfe 
will  become  loft,  full  and  equal,  with  an 
equable  moifture  diffufed  over  the  whole 
fur  face.  In  proportion  to  which  promifing 
appearances,  the  quantity  of  the  opiate  may 
be  diminifhed,  and  given  likewife  at  longer 
diftances,  but  the  ufe  of  it  may  be  neceffary 
many  days. 


It 
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It  mult  be  obferved,  that  to  fupprefs  this 
fpafm,  much  larger  dofes  of  opium  are  ne~ 
ceflary,  than  perhaps  in  any  other  difeafe,  fo 
that  the  quantity  to  be  given  cannot  by  any 
means  be  defined,  but  muft  intirely  depend  , 
on  the  effeCt  it  produces ;  for  I  have  fome- 
times  given  200  drops  of  the  tinBura  cpii 
for  a  dofe,  which  would  not  keep  the  patient 
eafy  three  hours,  and  fome  will  take  more 
than  an  ounce  of  this  tinCture  in  a  day  and 
a  night  without  being  afteCted  with  a  Jlupor 
by  it.  A  ftrong  proof  of  the  violence  of  this 
fpafm  !  which  farther  appears  by  its  return¬ 
ing  in  fo  fhort  a  time  after  the  exhibition  of 
fuch  large  dofes.  Yet  notwithftanding  all 
that  has  been  faid,  it  is  but  juft  to  admonifh 
the  reader,  that  fuch  exceffive  quantities  of 
opium  were  not  ventured  on,  until  fmaller 
dofes  were  found  not  to  avail  ;  but  in  general 
it  will  be  found  necefiary  to  give  it  very  free¬ 
ly  ;  and  the  practitioner  who  contents  him- 
felf  with  the  reflection  of  having  complied 
with  thofe  directions,  which  are  commonly 
given  with  regard  to  the  ufe  of  opium,  will 
jn  thefe  difeafes  deceive  himfelf  and  his 

patient 
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patient  likewife  by  this  prudential  kind  of 

timidity. 

It  is  eafy  to  reafon  from  experience,  on  the 
ufe  of  opium  in  fpafmodic  difeafes,  and  in 
thofe  it  feemed  obvious  enough,  although  it 
did  not  occur  to  me'  to  try  it,  until  I  had  in 
too  many  cafes  unfuccefsfully  attempted  to 
relieve  them  by  antifpafmodics  of  every  other 
kind  (except  mufk)  as  well  as  by  making 
evacuations  in  every  way,  as  one  or  other 
feemed  to  be  indicated.  But  having  always 
obferved,  that  the  fpafm  under  the  Jlernurn 
was,  upon  every  return  of  it,  fucceeded  by 
an  inftantaneous  increafe  of  the  contractions 
in  the  pofterior  parts,  and  a  rigidity  of  the 
lower  extremities,  it  feemed  reaforiable  to 
Lope,  that  were  this  removed,  and  the  re^ 
turn  of  it  prevented,  the  other  confequences 
of  it  would  ceafe,  which  happened  accord¬ 
ingly  in  feveral  who  were  able  to  fwallow ; 
and  it  is  probable  where  this  faculty  is  loft, 
that  opiates  might  be  given  to  advantage  in 
glyfters. 

Befides  opiates  and  the  warm  bath,  gly¬ 
fters  prepared  with  a  decoflion  of  camomile 
flowers,  mallows,  &c.  to  which  a  large  pro^ 

portion 
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portion  of  oil  is  added,  ought  to  be  fre¬ 
quently  injeded,  not  only  to  empty  the  guts 
fo  far  as  they  can  reach,  but  as  an  internal 
fotus ,  to  relax  the  conftridion  of  the  'vifcera 
as  much  as  poflible,  which  are  equally  af- 
feded  by  the  fpafin  with  the  other  parts. 
A  bladder  half  filled  with  warm  water,  and 
tied  clofe,  fhould  always  be  kept  on  the  pit 
of  the  flomach,  when  the  patient  is  in  bed, 
and  the  rigid  parts,  fo  far  as  they  can  be 
come  at,  fhould  frequently  be  bathed  with 
warm  oil  of  mucilages,  to  which  fome  opium 
is  added,  with  a  continued  and  gentle 
fridion. 

In  the  Tetanus,  the  fame  method  will 
take  place,  and  the  abdomen  may  be  often 
fomented  with  four-fold  large  flannels, 
fqueezed  out  of  an  emollient  decodion,  as 
the  patient  lies  in  bed,  taking  care  to  guard 
the  cloths  about  him,  from  being  damped 
by  the  fleam.  4 

During  the  feverity  of  the  difeafe,  the  fick 
may  drink  a  decodion  of  figs,  liquorifh,  and 
fennel-feeds,  fage-tea,  very  weak  wine- whey ? 
or  any  fuch  mild  diaphoretic  liquid,  and  for 
nourifhment,  thin  drained  gruel,  panada,  or 

weak 
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weak  broth  ;  but  after  the  contractions  have 
ceafed  fome  days,  a  little  Canary,  or  fome 
other  foft  wine,  ought  to  be  added  to  his 
gruel  now  and  then,  and  his  broths  fhould 
be  ftronger,  which  he  will  hand  much  in 
need  of,  to  recruit  his  ftrength. 

As  the  guts  do  rnoft  certainly  fail  in  the 
performance  of  their  natural  office  in  thefe 
difeafes,  fo  that  a  thorough  ftool  is  not  to  be 
cxpedted;  it  is  common  with  me,  fome 
days  after  the  fpafm  has  difappeared,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevent  any  new  difturbance  from 
the  Jlinndus  of  any  bile  or  other  humour 
which  may  have  acquired  an  acrimony  by 
its  lying  fo  long  in  the  inteftines :  to  which 
purpofe  a  folution  of  manna,  regenerated 
tartar,  with  a  little  faffron,  and  fome  treacle 
water,  is  given  in  fmall  dofes  every  hour,  and 
continued  until  a  ftool  is  procured,  when 
the  medicine  is  to  be  laid  afide,  as  one  or 
two  moderate  difcharges  generally  follow  the 
fir  ft.  By  this  cautious  method,  the  pati¬ 
ent  is  fure  not  to  be  much  fatigued,  my 
purpofe  will  be  fufficiently  anfwered,  and 
no  new  fpafm  can  be  excited  by  fo  lenient 
gnd  diaphoretic  a  laxative. 

Some 

•  / 
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Some  tranfitions  happen  now  and  then  i& 
the  Opijlhotonos ,  fuch  as  its  quitting  the  fu- 
perior  parts,  and  invading  the  inferior  mefen<~ 
teric  plexus ,  and  the  nerves  of  the  loins  an<J 
os  facrum ,  with  great  pain  and  rigidity  itf 
the  lower  extremities  ;  but  it  is  needlefs  to 
fwell  this  paper  with  fuch  obfervations,  efpe- 
eially  as  fuch  attacks  yield  to  the  treatment 
already  mentioned. 

£>u.  Is  it  not  the  Opijlhotonos  which  proven 
fo  fatal  to  infants  before  they  are  nine  days 
old,  and  which  the  women  improperly  call 
jaw-falling  ?  Certain  it  is*  that  the  fymp- 
toms  are  very  fimilaty  and  I  heartily  wifb 
£bme  hint  could  be  taken  from  what  has- 
been  faid  for  the  relief  of  thofe  tender  fob- 
jedts,  in  whom  indeed  opium  cannot  taka 
place,  nor  does  it  promife  any  good,  evea 
in  the  fmallefl  quantity,  as  it  is  generally 
owing  to  their  having  been  prepofteroufiy 
fed  before  the  guts  have  been  cleared  from 
the  meconium ,  that  they  are  feized  with  this 
difeafe.  I  cured  one  by  purging  with  an  in¬ 
fo  fion  of  rhubarb,  to  which  a  few  grains  of 
mufk,  and  a  little  ol.  tart  per  deltq .  were 

added* 
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added,  together  with  the  warm  bath,  and 
the  frequent  injection  of  glyfters  made  with 
an  infufion  of  camomile  flowers,  to  each  of 
which  a  fmall  proportion  of  Caftile  foap 
was  added. 


XIII.  Of 
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XIII.  Of  a  Periodical  Blindnefs.  By  Dr . 

Samuel  Pye.  Read  November  4.  1754. 

- -  Pye,  fervant  to  a  corn  miller 

of  the  fame  name,  at  the  fixth  mill  011 
Limehoufe  wall,  about  40  years  of  age,  came 
to  me,  Oft.  2,  1754,  for  advice  and  affift- 
ance.  He  told  me,  that  about  two  months 
ago,  while  he  was  employed  in  mending 
fome  facks,  near  the  fetting  of  the  fun  he 
was  fuddenly  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  His 
limbs,  and  of  his  fight.  At  the  time  he 
was  attacked  with  this  uncommon  difeaie, 
he  was  not  only  entirely  free  from  any  pain 
in  his  head,  or  limbs ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  a  fenfation  of  eafe  and  pleafure ;  he  was, 
as  he  expressed  himfelf,  as  if  in  a  pleafing 
dofe;  but  perfectly  fenfible.  He  was  im¬ 
mediately  carried  to  bed,  and  watched  till 
midnight ;  at  which  time  he  defired  thole 
who  attended  him,  to  leave  him,  becaufe 
he  was  neither  fick,  nor  in  pain.  He  con¬ 
tinued  the  whole  night  totally  blind,  and 
without  a  wink  of  fleep. 


When 


I 
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•  When  the  day-light  of  the  next  morning 
appeared,  his  fight  returned  to  him  gradual¬ 
ly,  as  the  light  of  the  fun  increafed,  ’till  it 
became  as  perfect  as  ever.  When  he  rofe 
from  his  bed,  he  found  his  limbs  reftored  to 
their  iifual  ftrength  and  ufefulnefs,  and  him- 
felf  in  perfect  health. 

But  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  about 
the  fetting  of  the  fun,  he  began  to  fee  but 
obfcurely,  and  his  fight  gradually  departed 
from  him,  and  he  became  as  blind  as  on  the 
preceding  night ;  though  his  limbs  continu¬ 
ed  as  well  as  in  perfed  health,  nor  had  he 
from  the  firfl:  night,  any  complaint  from 
that  quarter. 

The  next  day,  with  the  rifing  fun,  hi$ 
fight  returned ;  and  this  was  the  almoft  con- 
'  ftant  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  for  two  months 
part.  The  fymptoms,  which,  from  the  fe- 
cond  night,  conftantly  preceded  the  dark- 
nefs,  were,  a  flight  pain  over  the  eyes,  and  a 
noife  in  his  head,  which  he  compared  to,  a 
fqualhing  of  water  in  his  ears. 

That  he  was  totally  blind  every  night, 
thefe  fymptoms  appeared,  is  evident 

from 
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from  his  not  being  able  to  fee  the  light  of  a 
candle,  though  held  clofe  to  his  eyes :  and  that 
in  the  day  time  his  fight  was  perfect,  is  as 
manifeft,  from  his  being  capable  of  reading 
the  fmalieft  print,  and  of  threading  the  fined 
needle,  as  he  declared  to  me. 

The  almoft  confiant  periodical  return  of 
this  nodurnal  blindnefs,  determined  me  to 
try  the  bark  ;  but  as  the  patient  had  his  fight 
for  four  or  five  nights,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  (of  which  the  only  one  he  could  re¬ 
coiled,  was  the  29th  of  Sept.)  I  chofe  to 
wait  and  watch  the  returns,  before  I  ihould 
give  that  magnum  Da  donum ,  as  Dr.  Mead 
judicioully  terms  it :  I  therefore  only  di¬ 
rected  a  mixture  of  the  Jal  abjinth .  of 
which  he  took  for  nine  days.  If  I  had,  at 
this  time,  given  the  bark,  I  fhould  have 
thought  it  had  wrought  a  perfed  cure ;  but 
as  there  could  be  no  virtue  in  what  he  did 
take,  equal  to  fo  great  an  effed,  the  dif¬ 
eafe  vamfhed  of  itfelf  in  the  following 
manner. 

After  near  two  months  continuance  of 
the  difeafe,  as  above,  (Sept.  29.)  the  patient 
was  able  to  lee  all  the  night. 

I 


(Sept  30.) 
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(Sept.  30.) - - - was  blind. 

(0£t.  1.  ) - was  blind. 

. — —  2.  -  — —  was  blind. 

* - 3.  was  able  to  fee  all  the  night., 

- - 4.  was  totally  dark  till  1 2, 

when  his  fight  was  perfect* 
—  5.  was  blind. 

..  —  6.  was  able  to  fee  all  the  night. 

- 7.  This  day  I  went  to  fee  him  & 

iittle  before  fun-fet,  found  him  perfectly 
well,  and  heard  him  read  in  the  fmalleft 
print,  after  the  fun  was  fetr  without  the  help 
of  a  candle  :  I  waited  near  an  hour,  and 
finding  no  return  of  his  blindnefs,  I  left  him 
perfectly  well.  On  the  nth  he  came  to 
me,  at  my  re  quell,  to  let  me  know ,  that  he 
had  had  no  return  of  the  difeafe,  and  that 
he  was  as  well,  in  every  refpedl,  as  ever  he 

had  been.  \ 

N.  B.  The  firft  day  I  faw  the  patient,  I 

examined  his  eyes,  when  I  found  them 
as  clear  and  bright,  as  any,  the  finely 
1  ever  had  feem 
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A  Continuation  of  the  Cafe * 

Dn  the  morning  of  October  9,  1755?  ^ie 
fame  patient  came  to  me,  and  gave  me  the 
following  ihort  account  of  the  return  of  his 
blindnefs. 

Sometime  in  June  Lift*  while  he  was  at 
work,  his  fight  left  him  with  the  fetting- 
fun,  and  returned  to  him  in  the  morning  of 
the  next  day  ;  but  he  continued  to  fee  per- 
fedtly,  every  night,  till  about  a  month,  or 
fix  weeks  after,  when  he  had  another  fit 
of  the  blindnefs,  which  laded  likewife  for 
one  night  only:  and  about  fix  weeks 
ago,  at  the  full  of  the  moon,  a  third;  from 
which  time  his  fight  continued  perfect,  till 
the  third  inftant,  when  his  blindnefs  returned 
as  formerly,  with  the  fetting,  and  vanilhed 
with  the  riling  fun. 

Thus  the  difeafe  mani  reded  itfelf  every 
day,  till  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month,  when 
I  again  examined  his  eyes,  but  could  not  per¬ 
ceive  the  lead  defedt  in  them.  I  defiredhim. 
to  come  to  me  in  the  evening  of  the  fame* 
day*  before  fun-fet,  in  hopes  of  being  a 

la  witnefs 
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witnefs  to  the  gradual  approach  of  the  blind 
nefs ;  but  though  he  came  to  my  houfe,  with  his 
fight  perfedt,  the  fun  being  fet  before  I  got 
home,  I  found  him  quite  blind.  On  viewing  his 
eyes,  I  perceived  no  other  alteration  in  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  than  that  I  thought  the  pupils  were 
enlarged. 

On  the  ioth,  he  was  with  me  before  fun- 
fet,  and  I  heard  him  read  in  a  very  fmall  print, 
not  many  minutes  before  his  fight  failed  him. 
I  now  found  the  pupils  were  enlarged  about  4 
in  diameter,  but  the  left  more  than  the  right. 
This  being  the  eighth  day  of  a  conftant  peri¬ 
odical  return  of  the  difeafe,  I  ordered  him,  (as 
fcon  as  his  fight  fliould  be  reftored  to  him  the 
next  morning)  to  take  the  quantity  of  a  cheft- 
nut  of  the  following  eledtary. 

R  Corf,  peruv .  pnlv .  5  ii.  Nuc  mofch .  toft  a 
3  ii.  Syr.  e  cor t.  aurant .  q.f 

And  to  repeat  the  dofe  every  hour  for  ten 
times. 

iV.  B .  His  body  being  at  this  time  very  lax, 
induced  me  not  to  trufi:  the  cortex  alone. 

After  he  had  taken  the  tenth  dofe,  he 
came  to  my  houfe  at  about  five  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  on  the  nth  infiant,  at  my  requeft, 

that 
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that  I  might  be  a  witnefs  of  the  effed  of  the 
medicine:  at  half  an  hour  paft  fix,  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  pupils  of  both  eyes 
of  their  natural  bignefs,  and  hearing  him 
read  in  a  very  fmall  print. 

I  continued  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  as  above, 
but  direded  it  to  be  taken  every  other 
hour. 

1 2th.  Notwithftanding  the  diarrhceay 
previous  to  the  taking  the  medicine,  the 
patient  went  to  ftool  in  a  regular  man¬ 
ner,  for  thefe  two  days  paft.  At  fix  this 
evening  he  was  with  me;  his  pulfe  was 
calm  and  regular,  the  pupils  of  their  natural 
fize,  and  he  read  to  me  in  the  fame  fmall 
print  as  before.  The  eledary  was  conti¬ 
nued  every  other  hour, 

13th.  Between  five  and  fix  this  even¬ 
ing,  the  pupils  appeared  fmall  as  yefter- 
day,  and  his  fight,  upon  trial,  was  perfed 

at  fix.  I  now  ordered  the  medicine  every 
fourth  hour. 

14th.  The  eledary  both  purged  and  vo¬ 
mited  the  patient,  the  preceding  night ;  not¬ 
withftanding,  at  fix  this  evening,  he  could 
fee  as  well  as  ever  he  had  done  in  all  his  life. 

I  3  I  now 
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I  now  directed  the  ufual  dofe  of  the  follow- 
ing  eledtary  once  in  fix  hours. 

R  Cort.  peruv.  pulv.  %ii.  Nuc  mofch .  toft « 
3//V.  Syr  np.  de  me  con.  q.f 

1 5th.  This  eledtary  alfo  purged  and  vomi¬ 
ted  him,  but  chiefly  in  the  night,  as  the 
other  had  done  the  two  preceding  nights. 
Thefe  evacuations  had  fo  weakened  the  pa¬ 
tient,  that  he  was  not  able  to  come  to  me  any 
more  3  but  his  fight  continued  perfedl. 

1 6th.  The  bark  was  difcontinued.  The 
fight  as  good  as  ever. 

17th.  1  went  to  fee  him,  and  found  him 
in  a  very  weak  condition  from  his  diarrhoea , 
which  was  now  attended  with  a  continual 
fever  ;  but  no  return  of  the  blindnefs. 

1 8th,  19th,  and  20th.  The  fever  encrea- 
fing  every  of  thefe  days,  with  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  diarrhoea ,  and  on  the  20th,  a 
delirium ,  gave  me  apprehensions  of  the  great- 
eft  danger:  yet  the  fight  was  perfedt  each  of 

thefe  nights. 

2 ift .  The  fever  lefs  violent;  the  purging 
as  before.  This  day  he  began  to  be  deaf* 
but  at  night  the  fight  was  as  good  as  ever. 

2 2d.  The 
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22d,  The  fever  more  violent ;  the 

the  fame ;  the  deafnefs  greatly  encreaf- 
ed ;  but  the  fight,  in  the  evening,  perfeft. 

23d.  Though  the  pulfe  was  lefs  frequent, 
the  fever,  purging,  and  dilirium  were  conli- 
derable  ;  the  deafnefs  was  now  extream,  but 
no  fign  of  any  defeat  in  his  eyes. 

24th.  The  pulfe  as  yefterday  ;  the  tongue 
clean  and  moift ;  great  pain  in  his  bowels ; 
flools  lefs  frequent  $  but  both  yefterday  and 
to  day,  the  great  anxiety  he  laboured  under 
foreboded  his  death,  which  happened  on 
the  25th. 

Of  the  Nyftalopes  of  the  Ancients . 

The  Greek  phyficians  are  divided  in  their 
opinions,  concerning  this  now-uncommon 
difeafe.  Hippocrates  exprefily  fays,  “  We 
“  call  thofe  Ny&alopes  who  fee  by  night.” 
a  The  author  of  Defm.  Medic.  “  That  they 
c‘  fee  nothing  in  the  day-time,  but  have 
“  their  fight  by  night  b”.  On  the  contrary, 

I  4  Paulus 

a  ’O  *  T ijs  vvtiTos  Qg4jvie$  ovg  vvxlcchUTFxg  xctfeoftev, 

Fraedift.  L.  II.  p.  no.  Ed.  Foefli. 

b  Foef.  in  Oeconom.  Hippocrat.  p.  264, 
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Paulas  FEgineta  c  and  Adtuarius  d  are  as 
explicite  in  afierting,  that  they  have  their 
fight  perfect  in  the  day-time,  but  are  blind 
by  night.  fEtius  is  of  the  fame  minde$ 
though  he  is  thought  to  favour  the  contrary 
opinion,  when  he  fays,  <c  they  fee  better  by 
“  night  than  in  the  day,  and  if  the  moon 
*c  fhines  they  are  blind  f. 

ihe  author  ot  Ifagoge  embraces  both 
°i-  '  n°ns,  when  he  fays,  “  they  call  thofe 
Nydtalopes,  who  in  the  day-time  fee 
“  more  obfcurely,  at  the  fetting  of  the 
fun  more  clearly,  but  when  it  is  night, 
i£  much  better  ;  or,  on  the  contrary,  by  day 
“  they  fee  a  little,  but  in  the  evening,  or  at 

pight,  they  are  blind  S.  Galen  explains  the 
word  by  a  night-blindnefs  h. 

The 


c  N vda-h&'uTOi  /\EjH i7iv,  OTtXV  crv Toil/  fjUV  V][AEgCtV  {£}\£7r£lV. 
SvoyJi/ov  T£  yKix  CC^OCVOQT^OV  wfcrb;  Sz  yzvo^irnq  ot’Ls- 

pwq  op.  L.  III.  Cap.  22. 

Nodturna  aecitudo  dicitur,  quando  per  diem  homo 
cernit,  folc  occiduo  obfcurius,  nodlu  vero  omnino  nihil. 

Cl  N cjx.ioi.hij'&otq  o  lagivovq  (pacrtv  ci  styjrsp  yvjv  f/,sv  ovloq  m 
(pfcrb-;  {3hE'&e<ji,  Svens', a  ci  vvzrbq  *<*?«- 

AajSaVvjj,  ogucri.  Meth.  Lib.  II.  cap.  j. 


e  Tetrab.  II.  Serm.  II.  Cap.  46, 
f  Foef.  in  Oeconoin.  Kippocr. 
s  Foef.  pit  fupra. 

h  Nvxlafacrsi  exponuntur  ot  t?j  v »*7»s  a\zoi,  no6tU 
esse]  ct  nihil  vide  rites,  ¥  oef.  ibid. 


Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries .  12 1 

The  Latins  are  in  like  manner  divided  in 
their  fentiments  of  this  difeafe.  Pliny  fays, 
<c  they  fee  by  day,  but  at  night,  or  in  the 
<c  evening,  they  become  blind  ”  \  Nonius, 
sc  that  they  do  not  fee  by  candle  light k. 
Varro,  “  that  they  cannot  fee  in  the  even- 
<c  ing l.  Feftus,  that  they  fee  better  at 
a  night  than  by  day  ”  m.  Celfus  mentions 
the  difeafe  under  the  name  of  Inbecillitas 
Oculorum ,  and  tell  us,  “  that  the  patients 
<c  by  day,  fee  very  well;  but  at  night,  they 
<£  are  blind  ,,n. 

May  not  thefe  two  defcriptions  of  the 
nyctalopia,  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  each 
other,  be  reconciled  by  the  recited  cafe,  in 
fixing  the  difeafe  to  the  clafs  of  intermit- 
tents  ?  The  difference  then  will  only  confift, 
in  the  different  times  of  the  approach  of  the 
difeafe  ;  that  of  Hippocrates,  came  on  in  the 

morning; 

1  Lib.  XXVIII.  Cap.  11.  Lufciofos  Grae- 

cis  dittos  vocat ;  quos  idem  Lib.  VIII.  c.  50.  interdiu 
quidem  videre  fed  noflu  vefperive  nihil,  fcribit.  Id. 
ibid. 

k  Foef.  lit  fupra, 

1  Id.  ibid. 

m  Id.  ibid. 

»  Imbecilitas  oculorum,  ex  quo  quidem  interdiu  fatis, 
jio£tu  nihil  cernunt.  Lib.  VI,.  cap.  6. 
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morning ;  that  of  iEgineta,  in  the  evening  ; 
both  were  exprefily  periodical,  and  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  time  between  the  paroxyfins,  in 
both  was,  refpedively,  the  fame  j  a  whole 
day,  or  a  whole  night. 

The  various  fhapes  in  which  intermittents 
appear,  very  much  favour  fuch  an  opinion  ; 
and  the  apparent  fuccefs  of  the  cortex ,  in 
this  cafe,  notwithftanding  the  unfavourable 
circumftances  of  thofe  evacuations  that  the 
patient  laboured  under,  and  the  confequent 
neceffity  of  its  difufe,  feem  to  confirm  it ; 
efpccially  when  we  refled:,  that  though  the 
common  period  for  the  return  of  the  pa¬ 
roxyfms  of  thefe  difeafes  be  the  fourteenth, 
it  was  the  fifteenth  day,  inclufive,  from  the 
taking  of  the  medicine  till  the  death  of  the 
patient,  and  yet  there  was  no  return  ol  the 

biindneis. 

I  am  fenfible  that  the  practice  of  phyfic, 
in  common  difeafes,  ought  not  to  reft  on  a 
Angle  experiment  but  in  an  extraordinary 
cafe,  a  cafe  that  feems  to  ftand  alone  in  the 

modern  annals  of  phyfic  °,  we  muft  be  Sa¬ 
tisfied 

e  Dr.  Peter  Parham’s  account  of  a  man  who  be¬ 
comes  blind  after  fun- let,  is  as  follows.  “  I  was 

lately 
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tisfied  with  a  Angle  experiment,  till  time  fhall 
produce  other  cafes  which  may  determine 
for,  or  againft  it. 

The 

f*  lately  in  Suffolk  where  I  met  with  a  young  man, 
*6  about  20  years  of  age,  who  all  the  day  hath  a  ' 
?c  good  fight,  and  diftinguifhed  objects  at  all  dif- 
44  tances  as  well  as  any  body,  and  with  as  much  vi- 
fc  gour  and  unweariednefs ;  but  when  twilight  once 
44  comes  he  is  quite  blind,  and  fees  nothing  at  all ; 
44  lo  that  he  cannot  without  great  difficulty  diredt 
44  himfelf  abroad,  or  even  at  home  by  the  lights  of 
*4  the  life  or  candle.  I  viewed  the  youth  both  by  day 
44  and  night,  but  there  is  no  difeafe  in  the  organ  that 
44  can  be  obferved  ;  no  vertigo  or  diftemper  in  the 
44  head  to  interrupt,  Of  any  way  intercept  the 
44  fpirits  in  their  motions  $  but  to  all  appearance, 
?4  the  fabric  of  the  organ  is  very  true  and  exadfly 
44  well,  and  never  difturbed  with  fluxes  any  way.  I 
44  tried  him  with  fpe£lacje§  for  varity  of  fight,  but 
44  they  did  him  no  fervice  either  by  the  lights  of  Are 
or  candle.  He  tells  me,  that  he  was  thus  from  the 
44  firft  time  he  was  able  to  take  notice  of  things,  and 
44  it  came  without  difteropers  5  that  this  cloudinefs 
44  comes  gradually  upon  him  like  a  miff,  as  day- 
<4  light  declines  ;  that  he  is  always  alike  in  all  afpetfs 
4*  of  the  moon  \  he  feels  no  pain  by  fire  or  candle- 
44  light ;  he  finds  himfelf  no  worfie  in  winter  than 
44  fummer,  and  obferves  no  mifchief  upon  taking 
44  cold  ;  he  fweats  much  at  work,  but  finds  no  diffe- 
44  fence  as  to  his  fight  in  thofe  days  when  he  works 
S4  fiard  or  not;,”  Low  thorp,  Vol.  III.  p.  38. 
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The  cafe,  cited  in  the  margin,  being  barely 
a  defcription  of  the  difeafe  $  and  the  folution 
thereof  by  Dr.  Briggs  P  by  the  wild  hypo¬ 
thecs  of  an  alternate  condenfation  and  rarefac¬ 
tion  of  the  humours  of  the  eyes,  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  vapours,  by  the  abfence,  or  pre¬ 
fence,  of  the  fun,  being  fo  unphilofophical ; 
and  the  method  made  ufe  of  by  the  ancients 
being,  feemingly,  fo  unequal  to  a  cure 

will, 

P  Id.  ibid. 

*1  @Ega7r£veu>  ovv  zocl  rtfreq  zsv^vhzq  ocmo  dyzuvoq  za, \ 
vcov  zuv^uv  xuSocigoylotg,  $  zevSvhzq  z^vrygi’  elr a,  cczzo- 

(p7^eF[^ofl^siv  ze}\Evo vjctq  >)  vflocQpov.q  zvvsiv’  Sih'ovou  SI  TQo(pr),q 

vct<t  ozcrov  vnvEiv  v)  vrvjyxvov'  lav  Se  v.’Wcczay js  vrafav  Soteov 

to  Sia.  ryg  aza^^uvicc’,  zcci  th  zaroglov  za9a^ltzov,  ly^'mv 

ct,3JY](pgicr(Aevcj)  xoti  za^u,vsvv  i rte^avlct  zcci  avvt^ovloc,  Toe 
vy%a c  Tvig  sWIu^as  zzza.v^Evr,q  p.  /•?.  «Ao?  o^vzth  p.  a.  Xsioc 
[ae lot  ts  |%hA/]o?  V'Erct?\Ei<pEiv.  'AXho,  ’H.'Z&oip  t gafvov  o'nrhqcTct? 
yov  Iv  tv)  ovflv)<rv  avvccyotyuv  £yXZle'  ocvto  Se  to  yTuap 

taSisiv  SiSov’  za)  l^/O^sva  SI  tov  ctT^ov  r oTg  oQSccfyoTq  cIveu- 
futxi  oEftEaQou  xsKsve. 

Curari  debet  fanguine  e  cubito,  et  oculorum  angulis 
vacuato ;  dein  purgations  vel  per  clyflerem  inanitione 
adhibiia.  Poltea  apophlegmatifmi  praefcribantur,  vel 
fternutamentis  moveantur.  Ante  cibum  hyffopus  pro 
potu  exhibendus,  vel  ruta  fi  his  remediis  morbus  non 
cedat,  iterurn  catharticum  e  fcammonio  et  caftoreo  ex- 
hibenduvn :  oculi  vero  melle  defpumato  illinentur,  clau- 
denturque  premencjo,  et  liquida  continendo  ex  aluminis 
ufcip.  ii  falisfoffilis  p.l  tritacum  melle fublinantur.  Aliud. 

Jecur 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  1 2  $ 

will,  I  hope,  be  a  fufficient  apology  for 
this  paper. 

Jecur  hircinum  affetur,  et  inter  aflanduim  humdre  ferofo 
colledto  inunge.  Quin  et  ipfum  jecur  comedendum 
praecipe.  ./Lginet.  Lib.  III.  cap.  22. 

Sic  laborantes  inungi  oportet  fanguine  jocinoris 
(maxime  hircini  ;  fin  minus,  caprini)  ubi  id  affum 
coquitur,  excepto  :  atque  edi  quoque  ipfum  jecur  de¬ 
bet.  Quid  am  contrito  femine  portulacae  mel  adjici- 
unt  eatenus,  ne  id  ex  fpecillo  diftillet,  eoque  inun- 
gunt.  Utendum  vero  eft  exercitationibus,  balneo,  et 
fricationibus.  Cell.  Lib.  VI.  cap.  6. 


> 


XIV.  An 
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XIV.  An  Inquiry  in  the  Origin  of  the  Gout 
Powder .  By  John  Clephane,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  &c.  R'ad  Nov.  4,  1754, 

Hp  H  E  ref  tation  which  a  medicine 
1  lately  introduced  into  this  country, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land's  Powder,  has  acquired  in  gouty  cafes, 
put  me  upon  looking  into  fuch  of  the  prac¬ 
tical  writers,  antient  and  modern,  as  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  confuldng,  to  fee  if  I  could 
learn  the  age  of  fo  Angular  a  compofition, 
if  it  is  of  modern  invention >  or  if  it  is  to 
the  antients  we  owe  what  promifes  nothing 
lefs  than  a  cure  for  a  diftemper  hitherto 
confidered  as  beyond  the  reach  of  the  phyfi- 
cians  Ikill,  and,  even  to  a  proverb,  termed 
the  reproach  of  his  art. 

I  believe  then  it  will  be  eafy  to  fhew, 
that  medicines  of  this  nature,  and  of  a  fi- 
milar  compofition,  have  been  long  known 
in  phyfic  •  they  were  not  only  in  ufe  among 
the  Greek  phyficians,  but  made  a  confider- 
able  part  of  their  practice  in  gouty  and  ar¬ 
thritic  complaints :  afterwards  indeed  they 
feem  to  have  fallen  from  that  degree  of 

eftimation 
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estimation  in  which  they  had  held  them,  and 
to  have  lain  in  a  great  meafiire  negledted, 
till  the  introduction  of  the  Greek  volumes 
into  the  weftern  parts  of  Europe,  when  they 
were  tranfcribed  by  fcveral  of  the  earlier 
medical  writers,  and  brc  io;ht  into  ufe  in 

J  -f  O 

Italy,  Germany,  Switzerland,  &c.  where  in 
fome  places  thefe  medicines  leem  ftill  to 
have  retained  a  degree  of  credit;  fo  that  a 
particular  form  of  them  was  brought  from 
thence  a  few  years  ago,  and  revived  in  this 
country  with  a  perfon  of  high  rank,  and  his 
experience  in  his  own  cafes  to  recommend  it a. 

In 


a  The  medicine,  as  I  took  it  from  the  printed  re¬ 
ceipt  with  directions,  is  as  follows  : 

For  the  Gout  or  Rheumatifm. 

%  .  Ariftolochia  rotunda,  or  Birthwort  ] 

^  £  Rot. 

Lrentian - * - J 

Germander 

Ground  pme  >  Tops  &rtd  Leaves.- 

Centaury  3 

Take  of  all  theie  well  dry’d,  powdered  and  lifted 
as  fine  as  you  can,  equal  weight,-  mix  them  well  to^ 
gether,  and  take  one  drachm  of  this  mix’d  pow¬ 
der  every  morning  falling  in  a  cup  of  wine  and  wa¬ 
ter,  broth,  tea,  or  any  other  vehicle  you  like  beft, 
keep  falling  an  hour  and  a  half  after  it,  continue  this- 


I 


1^8  Medical Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 

In  this  inquiry  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to 
a  ftiort  hiftory  or  account  of  the  medicine* 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  trace  it,  pre- 
mifing  only  a  few  remarks  on  the  practice 
of  the  ancients  in  the  Gout. 

In  general  they  feem  to  have  had  a  much 
higher  opinion  than  we  have  of  the  powers 
and  efficacy  of  medicines  in  this  diftemper ; 
for  we  find  them  extremly  bufy  with  eva¬ 
cuations, 

for  three  months  without  interruption,  then  diminifh 
the  dofe  to  |  of  a  drachm  for  three  months  longer, 
then  to  k  a  drachm  for  fix  months  more,  taking  it 
regularly  every  morning  if  poflible.  After  the  firft: 
year  it  will  be  fufficient  to  take  i  a  drachm  every 
other  day.  As  this  medicine  operates  infenfibly,  it 
will  take  perhaps  two  years  before  you  receive  any  great 
benefit,  fo  you  mu  ft  not  be  difcouraged  though  you 
do  not  perceive  at  firft  any  great  amendment,  it  works 
flow  but  fure,  it  doth  not  confine  the  patient  to  any 
particular  diet,  fo  one  lives  foberly  and  abftains  from 
thofe  meats  and  liquors  that  have  always  been  account¬ 
ed  pernicious  in  the  Gout,  as  champaigne,  drachms, 
high  fauces,  &c. 

N.  B.  In  the  Rheumatifm  that  is  only  accidental, 
and  not  habitual,  a  few  of  the  drachm  dofes  may  do, 
but  if  an  habitual,  or  that  has  been  of  long  duration, 

then  you  muft  take  it  as  for  the  Gout ;  the  remedy 

requires  patience,  as  it  operates  but  Dow  in  both 

diftemoeirs. 

£ 


\ 
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citations-,  alteratives;  and  external ,  applica¬ 
tions,  as  if  really  fomething  could  be  done  * 
while  the  moderns  leave  the  difeafe  in  & 
great  meafure  to  nature;  and  the  lick  perfoif 
to  patience  and  flannel. 

The  diftindtion  of  the  podagra  and  ar¬ 
thritis  into  three  forts;,  namely,  the  fanguU 
neous;  bilious,  and  pituitous;  from  the  na« 
ture  of  the  htimour  depolited*  as  they  fap^ 


pofed,  on  the  joint  or  part  affedted;  is  the 
uniform  dodtrine  of  the  earlier  ages  before 
Galen,  of  Galen  himfelf,  and  <of  thofe  whd 
fuccecded  ahd  Copied  after  hirri; 

Agreeable  to  this  diftindliort  their  pradtice 


Was  directed;  for  ih  the  langdineods  they 
tifed  the  lancet  freely  ;  in  the  bilious  io6 
they  bled  often;  and  in  all  the  three;  but 
efpecially  in  the  pituitous,  they  gave  their 
fluggifli  griping  purgatives;  as  the  hermo- 
dadtyls,  myrobalans ,  agaric,  See.  after  which 
their  method  was  to  put  the  patient  into  a 

courfe  of  the  warm  floniachic  bitters; 

.  .  * .  .  ,  K  .  * 

of  which,  When  they  come  to  mention  the 
formula  or  preferiptions  ufed  in  their  prac¬ 
tice,  we  find  many  of  them  that  referable  da i 
Gout  powder^  fome  nearly  the  fame 


Although 
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Although  Galen,  in  the  chapter  which  pro- 
feffedly  treats  of  the  Gout  medicines,  feems 
as  fparing  of  internals  as  he  is  full  upon  the 
article  of  external  applications,  yet  has  he 
given  us  in  another  place,  two  different  forms 
of  internal  medicines ;  the  firft,  he  tells  us 
was  much  ufed  by  the  perfon  whofe  name  it 
bears a ;  and  of  the  other,  which  comes  much 
nearer  ours,  he  fays  what  mud  be  under- 
flood  as  a  recommendation  of  it,  that  he 
himfelf  ufed  it b. 

If  to  this  we  join  the  teflimony  of  Crelius 
Aurelianus,  who,  I  think,  is  generally  al¬ 
lowed  to  have  flourifhed  riear  Galen’s  time,, 
if  he  was  not  his  cotemporary,  there  will 
hardly  be  any  room  to  doubt  but  that  fuch 

compofitions 


a  "AAAo,  ’ Ay.y,?xviov  Tpa^adlikov  ??eo<;  vrcSctygtkoik  u  xal 

ix^,7o.  Aliud  Amaranti  Grammatici  ad  poda- 

gricos,  quo  et  ipfe  ufus  eft. 

b  AA>.0,  u  lyu  Xafia Qvgoq  o3\  axopSiov  <!y» 

fosigoer ttivov  <5  y.  ftsc^ocpapov  <3  y  .  Tr^acriov,  yzvhxAg  ana, 
<|  HzyloLV^tov  <1  0  c.  rgoyFuXvg  icrsv,  fceXdof 

TO  ixxrov'  $*Sov  7TC vltkov  xctgv'x  (Asyzdog,  avv  vSofli,  W  mavlop. 

Aliud,  quo  ego  utor.  Chamsdryos  3  lxxxiv.  Scbrdii 
3  iii.  Petrofelini  3  iii.  Cardamomi  3  iii.  Marrubii,  Gen¬ 
tian®  fmgulorum  3  iv.  Centaurii  3  ivfs.  Ariftolochiae 
rotund®  tantuhdem,  mellis  quod  fufficit :  detur  ad 


tiucis  avellanse  magnitudinem,  cum  aqua,  ad  annum, 
Gahni  (k  Antidote.  Lib*  1L  cap,  17, 
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tompofitions  were  not  only  in  ufe  in  Galen’s 
time,  but  fome  ages  perhaps  before  him. 

The  paffage  from  whence  this  teflimony 
of  Caslius  is  taken,  is  in  Lib.  V.  cap.  2. 
Morb .  Chronicor ;  where  he  evidently  alludes 
to  our  Gout-medicines,  fpeaks  of  them,  as 
having  been  in  ufe  among  thofe  he  calls 
Veteres ,  of  whom,  by  the  bye,  he  w^as  no 
admirer,  and  therefore  here,  as  well  as  in 
other  places  of  his  works,  he  treats  them 

with  great  freedom0. 

K  2  Now 

c  Veterum  quidam  annalia  medicamintx  potanda 
prrobaverunt,  ut  eft  quod  appellant  diacentaurion, 
item  diafcordeoji>  bibendum  anno  continuo  judican- 
tes,  iis  qui  non  plurimo  tempore  fuerint  paflione  viti- 
ati,  hoc  eft  intra  quinquennii  tempus  conftituti,  adji- 
cientes  quod  bibi  debeat  medicamen  prasdigefto  cor- 
pore,  et  omnino  nullo  obftaculo  impedito.  Sin  minus, 
repraefentandum  numerum  dierum  quo  integer  complea- 
tur  annus,  quamquam  longo  tempore  porrectus.  oe- 
•cundum  nos  autem  juxta  Sorani  judicium  metuenda 
diuturna  medicaminis  fumptio,  cum  neque  loliti  cibi 
juges,  atque  iidem  utiles  re£te  probentur.  Sic  denique 
legimus  quosdam  Veteres  memorafie  ex  jugi  medicamine 
poto  in  celeres  vel  acutas  venifie  paHiones,  et  alios  apo- 
pledtos,  alios  pleureticos,  alios  pcripneumonicos  inter- 
ifte  itemquofdam  continua  difHcultate  fpirationis  ahec- 
tos  quam  Grasci  Svamoiav  vocant.  CceL  Aurelian .  M.crb  t 

Chronic .  Lib.  V.  cap.  2. 


4  •  .  v  \  .  >» 
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Now  of  thofe  warm,  bitter  ftomachic  com- 
pofitions,  the  antidoti  antipodagricee  of  Galenp 
or  the  annalia  medicaminay  as  Gaelius  terms 
them,  fo  great  a  variety  occurs  in  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  the  Greek  phyficians  after  Galen,, 
as  well  as  of  the  later  colle&ors  of  receipts; 
and  fo  near  a  refemblance  do  many  of  them 
bear  to  oar  prefent  favorite  medicine,  that 
there  Will  hardly,  I  imagine,  remain  any 
doubt  of  this  Being  the  fource  from  whence 
it  has  been  taken. 

iEtius,  in  the  chap,  de  antidotis  podagricis , 
among  other  forms,  defcribes  a  tetraphar - 
macum ,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  the  d'iatef- 
faron  of  fome  modern  difpenfatories,,  an  an¬ 
tidotus  ex  hyperico ,  and-  an  antidotus  ex 
gentianay  all  in vogue  in  his  time,  and  all 
refembling  ours:  but  what  I  would  more 
particularly  take  notice  of,  is  what  he  calls- 
the  antidotus  podagrica  ex  duobus  centaurea r 
generibus ,  as  being  the  medicine  which  conies 
the  neareft  of  any  to  our  Gout  powder :  their 
difference  is  only  in  one  ingredient  4. 

Alexander 

•  d  Centaurea  minoris  comas,  centaureae  majoris 
radicis,  trixaginis;  gentianas,  ariftolochias  rotunda* 
%gulorum  partes  aequales  puta  Lib.  I.  ccmtundito, 
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Alexander  Trallianus  is  likewife  high  in 
'his  commendations  of  the  antidoti  for  the 
Gout,  and  gives  us  feveral  forms,  in  all 
which  our  ingredients  make  the  principal 
part  of  the  composition  e. 

Paulus  iEgineta  ,too  has  jfeveral  formula^ 
much  the  fame  wkh  thpfe  of  /jEtius  and  A. 
Trallianus;  that  which  he  calls  the  anti  dot  us 
Procli ,  is  the  fame  with  the  antidotus  poda~ 
grica  qu<z  vocatur  climax  >  of  A.  Trallian. 
and  as  it  contains  moft  of  our  ingredi- 
ents,  and  is  one  of  thofe  forms  the  anci¬ 
ents  called  dimax ,  or  fcala  facray  no  doubt 
from  fome  conceit  of  this  kind  pf  gra» 

et  cribrato,  et  drachmam  unam  praebeto  per  $i€s  xl. 
ex  aqua  calida  5  in  fequentibus  autem  ex  ordirie  anni? 
diebus  cccxxv.  drachmae  dimidium  eodem  modo 
praebeto.  JEtii  'Tetrabibl.  Serm .  IV.  cap.  47.  The 
chara&er  of  this  medicine  was  great,  for  he  fays  of 
it,  Eft  ex  vehementer  laudatis  et  praeter  opinionem  au- 
xiliantibus,  nammultos  ejus  ufu  fervatos  novi;  eftenim 
adeo  falutaris  podagric^,  ut  quofdam  per  xv.  annos 
podagra  correptos,  ejus  ufus  ad  iter  pedibus  faciendum 
praeparaverit :  Eft  autem  ftomacho  grata,  alvo  confe- 
rens,  et  urinam  ciens.  Id.  ibid.  This  is  furely  faying 
a  great  deal :  I  doubt  if  the  warmeft  advocate  for  our 
Gout  powder  could  fay  more. 

e  See  A.  Trallian.  Lib.  II.  and  there  the  ’AMSflo  v 

avTdolof  1 zrodafyxn  o?  K^ipcd;'  Sc  Tog  n 

*Hf>xxX£($ovf  Sc C. 

K  3  dation. 
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elation,  I  have  tranferibed  it  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page  f. 

And  here  let  me  beg  your  indulgence  for 
a  moment,  while  I  recount  a  few  particulars 
relating  to  their  manner  of  adminiffiing  thofe 
remedies,  and  to  the  cafes  and  conffitutions 
where  they  recommend  them  as  beneficial, 
or  where  they  forbid  the  ufe  of  them  as 
hurtful. 

The  form,  we  fee,  was  that  of  an  ele&ary, 
made  up  with  honey,  as  was  their  method. 

The  dofe  was  a  drachm,  or  the  bignefs  of 
a  hazel  nut,  in  the  morning  faffing,  with 
warm  water  (ex  aqua  call  da)  And  this  was 
ordered  to  be  continued  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  but  not  without  interrup¬ 
tions,  or  a  leffening  of  the  dofe*  or  both,  as 

the 

’H  Il£o*:*oy  TroSafgkXy  xoti  rirgo<;  Icryictoa.^  %lotfjt.eck2gvo<;  fo 
Stvjlav^ov  fo  ij.  dotrotoxicu;  fo  y&v hecvvis  fo  vvrsgkxov  fo  e. 
irflgooshlvov  [jbocKiSovixov  fo  (AY)ov  fo  y.  cc.fagkx.ov  fo  (3.  (pov  fo  at. 

oe  cItUxov  xo  (3.  Procli  antidotos  podagrica,  et  ad  i f- 
chiaticam  ;  chamaedryos  unciae  novem,  centaurii  unciae 
o£to,  arillolochiae  unciae  feptem,  Gentianae  unciae  fex. 
Hyperici  unciae  quinque,  petrofelini  macedonici  uncias 
quatuor,  mei  unciae  tres,  agarici  unciae  duas,  phu 
unciae  una,  mcll  IS  attici  H.  duas.  P,  Mginet.  Lib.  VII. 
cap. 2.  > 


\ 
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the  cafe  might  require.  At  certain  intervals 
too,  as  every  two  or  three  months,  a  purge 
was  thought  neceffary ;  however,  the  year 
at  any  rate  was  to  be  compleated,  for  fo  much 
was  generally  thought  neceffary  for  a  cure  ; 
hence  the  name  inwro? :  medicament  a  ad 
annum :  am;alia  medicamina ,  &c,s. 

If  nothing  haftened  or  retarded  this  courfe, 
their  method  was  to  begin  it  in  the  fpring 
or  autumn  :  in  cold  phlegmatic  conftitu- 
tions,  they  chofe  the  beginning  of  the  fpring ; 
in  the  hot,  dry  and  bilious  habits,  the  end 
of  autumn. 

The  ancients  recommend  the  antidoti 
chiefly  in  cafes  that  are  not  of  long  handing, 
or  as  Cselius  expreffes  it,  “  iis  qui  non  plurimo 
tempore  fnerint  pajjione  vitiatip  and  feem  to 
think  them  no  longer  fafe  part;  the  terqi  of 
five,  or  at  farthefl:  feven  years  from  the  firft 
attack  h. 

K  4  Caelius 

6  See  above  p.  130,  in  the  note:  See  likewife 
A.  Trallian.  Lib.  XI. 

h  See  the  quotation  from  Cselius,  above  at  p.  131. 
The  following  is  from  A.  Trailianus.  Lib.  XL 
where  he  defcribes  the  antidotos  Heraclidis  :  *1  rtov  &  or* 
Kiv$vvsva<rtv  (LV  s,  era?  'roiavroc.g 

afli$6  T4f> 


I 


% 

!36  Medical  Obfervafions  and  Inquiries , 
Cadi  us  Aurelianus  has  told  us  1  and  A, 

4  ' 

Trail  ian  us  k  makes  the  fame  obfervation,  that 
a  long  uninterrupted  life  of  thole  cofnpo^ 
fitions  were  by  many  condemned  as  a  dan¬ 
gerous  practice*  and  often  fatal, 

■  But  the  point  in  which  they  were  moll 
peculiarly  cautious,  was  the  diftinguilhing 
ihe  different  habits  or  temperaments,  that  is, 
thofe  where  the  antidoti  were  obferved  to  do 

>  *  i 

fervice,  from  thofe  where  they  were  found 
to  be  hurtful.  "  '  * 

Aidus,  though,lavi(h  of  his  commendations 
pf  the  antidoti  ad.  podagram ,  condemns  ne- 
yerthelefs  the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  them  in 
all  cafes  and  habits;  for  he  allures  us,  th^t 

|hey  are  extremely  hurtful  jp  the  hot  and 

*  3  ,  *>-  1  ■ 


&vh’C*o7‘B$  t’kyo’Civ  oirQj  iJe  th  7TccQqv$ 

e»A  YitpacWf  sir  a  jccci  ataSapcrfctr  ctolvIq  fx/lcc  ryv  a.iret'XKot.yHV 

ovSeva.  hivqwov  wcm.  Sciendum  autem  illos  max- 
ime  periclitari  qui  poft  quintum  aut  feptimum  annual 
bujufoiodi  antidoti  aflupiere  voluerunt,  qui  vero  in¬ 
cipience  afFed'u  iifi  funt,  deinde  et  purgationibus  poft 
ejus  difeeflum,  nullum  periculum  deprehenderunt* 
A.  Trallian.  Lib.  XL  1  *  '  •  v  d  "  f  ? 


i  Supra,  p.  1 31. 

k  At  Trallian,  Lib,  XI, 

>  ’  ■  ••••  •  ,  •:  -  v 
It  i  ^  t  *  if  f  4. 
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bilious,  and  are  only  proper  in  cold  and 
phlegmatic  constitutions  K 

This  is  likewife  the  language  of  A.  Tral- 
lianus  m. 

Paulus  A£gineta  too  ha§  the  fame  doc¬ 
trine  \  ‘  " 

L  * :  '  How 

f  i 

*  Utilia  iunt  his  qui  temperamenti  funt  frigidioris, 
vel  qui  ex  multo  et  craflo  fluxu  laborant ;  verum  hi? 
qui  ex  biliofa  fiuxione  afficiuntur,  et  omnibus  cali- 
diori  temperamento  praeditis  hasc  ipfa  nqcentiffima  funt. 
Mtii  Tetrabibl:  3.  Scrm.  IV.  ;c.  47. 

m  ToyTfljf  ctpfio^ei  ft 'Mot  rag  xotQccgiTEiFy  xoti  roiv  otvldol&Jv 
2Wi ciiciovou  r ivotg,  ocrcti  XsTrlvveiv  sitv  fAy£fjca.pJvp^f/,Evtzi  tars  yXicr- 
X>Qa'  X-CLL  TOt^ZOt  Ttov  WSQllTUfAOtluV'  CjpsXoil  viotl  c)£  7rXsGV  CtTOtV- 
luv  ocrui  (pri&ii  pXsyftcttcv^sig  zi&iVy  vygctvle  xcM.  Jpv^qdv  s^ovat 
Tr,v  x^auiVy  uaTut'y  ys  ttocXiv  ct^ixovvlou  f/,efctXug  ol  rctg  Qeg[/.ct,» 

eria?  xexlyfisvot,  xail  (pgovhnxoi,  xoti  tv  ciygvirvictti  r ov  Tctvicc 
ptoj»  StotltXovvhg.  *’  ■’  *’  •  ■  -  •  ••  f- 

His  itaque  poft  purgationes  antidota  nonnulla  ex- 
bibere  convenit,  quae  vifcofa  craffaque  recrementa 
extenuare  probata  funt.  Juvantur  autem  his  omnium 
maxime  qui  natufa  pituitofi  funt,  humidoque  et  fri- 
gido  temperamento  praediti,  quetnadmodum  rurfus 
ofFenduntqr  valde  qui  ardoribus  aefttiant,  quique  euris 
et  vigiliis  per  totam  vitam  conficiuntur.  A.  Trallian . 
Lib.  xi.  '  '  •  1  1  •  •  s 

n  Oi  oz  @ovXof/,Evoi  diet  ruv  In)  iviotvlsy,  mvofjtivm  <pa^/xa.~ 
xuv  rsXsov  ctnotXXctr, ItivTyg  voaov  im  fAv  (pXzF^aliXaPie^v  xoti 
vregiTlUfMtTixiuv  noXXovg  upsXvxrotv'  roTq  <^e  Beff^o’e^oig  xcci  %ygolsgctq; 
Bavaruv  z^aitpwiq  ysyovac nv  aiTioi,  elg  tvlsgov  $  vstpgovg  y  ctXsvgov,  £ 
irjii ij/jOvct)  Si  'firuv  xvgiuv  (Aogitjv  pttlc&raVijj  trig  vXvjc, 
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How  far  thefe  pra&ical  cautions  and  dL 
re&ions  may  be  applicable  to  our  Gout-me-* 
dicine,  time  and  experience  will  fhew, 
Though  amidft  fuch  grave  teftimonies,  the 
authority  of  a  ludicrous  writer,  and  from  a 
ludicrous  piece,  will  hardly  be  thought  pro¬ 
perly  introduced  $  yet  as  I  cannot  but  think 
that  Lucian  in  his  tragopodagra ,  among 
other  Gout-remedies,  alludes  to  our  anti- 
doti,  I  have  ventured  to  cite  the  paffage 

Among  the  Arabian  writers,  at  lead  thofe 
whom  I  have  looked  into,  our  bitter  fto- 
machic  compofitions  in  this  intention  are 
hardly  mentioned  ;  it  is  true  indeed,  in  af- 
figning  the  virtues  of  the  ingredients  feparate- 
]y,  they  fpeak  of  them  as  ferviceable  in  gouty 
and  arthritic  diforders ;  but  as  for  their  com¬ 
pound 

Qui  vero  medicamentis  quae  per  annum  bibuntur 
perfecte  a  morbo  liberare  volunt,  hi  plerofque  pitui- 
tofiores  et  fuperfluitatibus  abundantes  juverunt,  cali- 
dioribus  autem  et  ficcioribus  repentinae  mortis  cauit 
fuerunt,  materia  ad  inteftinum,  aut  renes,  aut  latus, 
aut  pulmonem,  aut  aliquam  principalem  partem  tran- 
llata,  P.  Mginet.  Lib.  III.  cap.  78. 

o  YlivoucriVy  o£  [A&v  to  AiocTiCCOi guv  c&xoOj 
Oi  cis  TO  OKIU  TO  ok  Si'  \tC\oL  nXiiovs;, 

Alii  remedium  ex  quatuor  rebus  bibunt. 

Alii  quidem  ex  odo :  exque  feptem  plurimi.  Lu¬ 
cian  Tragopodagra, 
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pound  alteratives  in  fuch  cafes,  they  feem  to 
be  chiefly  of  the  fpicy  aromatic  kind. 

We  again  meet  with  our  antidoti  or  Gout 
eledtaries  (for  that  is  the  form)  in  fome  of 
the  lateft  Greek  writers.  Adtuarius  has 
feveral  forms  refembling  thofe  of  fEtius,  and 
particularly  the  antidotos  procli  diffa  from 
Paulus  s. 

Nicolaus  Myrepfus  too  has  feveral  of  the 
fame,  as  the  antidotos  procli  diffa,  the  Mgyp- 
tia  magna  et  parva ,  &c.  in  almoft  all  which 
the  ingredients  of  our  powder  make  the 
principal  parts  of  the  medicine r. 

In  the  fupplement  to  Mefue,  by  Francif- 
cus  de  pedemontium,  there  is  mention  made 
of  a  powder  for  the  Gout  of  great  efficacy, 
called  medicamen  hermetis 5  it  is  made  of 
fome  of  our  ingredients,  but  he  does  not 
fay  from  whence  he  took  it.  This  Francif- 
cus  de  pedemontium  was  phyfician  to  Ro¬ 
bert  King  of  Sicily,  and  flouriffied  about  the 
beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century s. 

Ifaid 

q  Acfriar.  Medic.  Lib,  V.  cap.  6. 

r  Nic.  Myrepf.  deComp.  Medic.  §.  1.  de  Antidot. 

s  Medicamen  Hermetis,  quod  eft  propriiim  et  mi- 
rabile  valde  in  praefervando  a  doloribus  juncturarum,  et 

adminiftratur 
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I  faid  above,  that  fome  of  the  early  wriT 
£ers,  among  the  moderns,  had  copied  many 
of  thefe  Gout  remedies  from  the  books  of 
the  Greek  phyficians;  for  this,  we  need 
only  look  into  Sennertus,  who  has  given  us  a 
large  lift  of  authors  and  prefcriptions,  moft 
of  them  borrowed,  with  little  variation,  from 
iEtius,  A.  Trallianus,  and  Paulus  fEgineta t. 

It  was  probably  about  this  period,  or  foon 
after,  that  thole  medicines  came  into  ufe  in 
Italy  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  and 
particularly  that  form  which  comes  fo  near 
our  prefent  Gout  powder ;  and  which,  a~ 
bout  that  time,  I  imagine,  got  the  name  of 
pulvis  prtncipis  Mirandolce i  from  having  been 
recommended  and  brought  into  vogue  by  a 
prince  of  that  country  *  perhaps  the  famous 
Joannes  Picus,  who  flourifhed  between  the 
year  1460  and  1 500  ;  But  this  I  give  as  a 

■adminiftratur  poft  evacuatipnem,  et  eft  ex  diuretics 
cbibitis  juvantibus.  &  Cham^dryos,  gentians  anji 
3ix-  ariftolochiae  rotunda?  Jii.  fCm.  ruts  flee,  3L 
I  erantur  et  cribellentur  cribello  fubtili,  et  adminiftre- 
tur  cochleare  unum.  Francij'c.  de  Fcdemoni.  de  ccgritud. 
lundiunarum.  Cap.  8.  pa g.  113. 

1  A  Sennerti  Tractal.  de  Arthritjde.  Cap.  7. 

conjecture 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  14® 


£onje£ture  only.  Be  it  as  it  will,  the  compo- 
fition  retained  this  name  in  thofe  countries 


for  a  long  time  after;  and  indeed  it  feems. 
hardly  to  have  been  altogether  forgotten3 
when  the  medicine  was  brought  to  us  from 
thence  fome  years  ago. 

I  have  looked  into  fome  of  the  earlier  difi- 
penfatories  of  thofe  countries,  not  doubting 
But  I  fhouid’  find  fomething  like  our  medi- 
cine,  and  bearing  tins  name,  but  all  in  vaiii 
The  firft  and  exadleft  defcription  I  have  met 


with  of  a  medicine  under  this  title,  is  from 
Tournefort,  in  his  Hijloire  des  plant es  qui 
naijfent ,  &c.  and  is  precifely  our  powder,, 
only  with  the  addition  of  the  oentaurimn 
majus  u. 


51  Biftoire  des  plantes  qui  naifient  aux  environs  del 
Paris,  a  1’article  de  chamaedrys  minor  repens,  C. 
Where,  after  recommending  the  leaves  in  extrad  o£ 
infufion  as  a  febrifiige,  but  particularly  in  the  Gout 
and  Ifchiatica ,  he  adds';  <c  Elies  entrent  dans  la  pou- 
dre  du  prince  de  la  Mirandole,  laquelle  paffe  pour 
M  un  grand  fpecifique  pour  ces  fortes  de  maladies  ;  er i 
iC  void  la  defcription :  II  faut  fecher  et  mettre  en  pou~ 
«c  dre  fort  fubtile  egales  parties  de  feuilies  de  Cheuncedrys ; 
de  cham^epitys,.  de  petite  cenuufdy  de  racines  de 

64  grander. 
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This  medicine  was  not  altogether  un¬ 
known  in  this  country :  Willis  gives  us  fome- 
thing  very  like  it,  and  at  the  fame  time 
mentions  the  ancients,  as  the  fource  from 
whence  all  thofe  alterative  Gout  medicines 
are  derived 

J.B. 

'«  grande  centauriee^  d’ariftbloche  ronde^  et  de  gen- 
tiane  :  on  mele  toutes  ces  poudres,  on  les  garde 
<c  dans  un  lieu  fee,  et  dans  une  boette  bien  bouchee; 
tc  apres  les  avoir  pafler  par  un  tamis  de  foye,  on  en 
<c  fait  infufer  un  gros  pendant  la  nuit  dans  un  demi 
tc  verre  de  bon  vin  vieux,  ou  dans  un  bouillon  de- 
“  grailfe  :  il  vaut  mieux  la  prendre  en  fubftance,  que 
cc  de  jetter  le  marc,  et  ne  boire  que  la  fimple  infufiom 
On  pretend  qu’il  faut  fe  fervir  de  cette  poudre  pen- 
<c  dant  un  an,  tous  les  jours,  le  foir  ou  le  matin,  de  deux 
u  jours  Pun,  ou  au  moins  une  fois  la  femaine ;  le  ma- 
lade  ne  prendra  aucune  nourritura  que  trois  ou  qua- 
«  tre  heures  apres  ce  remede :  il  fera  purge  par  avis  de 
«  medecin  dans  ie  commencement  des  faifons,  ou 
plus  fouvent  s’il  eft  neceflaire  ;  il  .evitera  les  ra- 
gouts,  le  laitage,  et  les  exercices  violents. — Cette 
<c  poudre  eft  excellente  aufti  pour  les  fievres  inter- 
“  mittente^,  pour  l’hydropifie,  et  pour  toutes  les  ma- 
ladies,  ou  il  y  a  de  grandes  obftrudfions  dans  lea 
cc  vifeeres,  See.'’ 

w  The  pafTage  is  :  Praeterea  medicamenta  alterant 
tia  a  veteribus  arthritidis  antidota  dicSba  egregii  funt 
Ufus  et  longo  tempore  juvamen  faepe  magnum  praeftant. 
Infuper  amara  et  adftringentia  uti  herbae  chamasdrys, 

centaurium. 
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J.  B.  Chomel  fpeaks  of  the  Poudre  du 
prince  de  la  Mirandole  as  a  famous  remedy  in 
his  time  for  the  Gout  and  Jfchiatica .  The 
receipt  he  gives  of  it,  is  almoft  literally  co¬ 
pied  from  Tournefort  *. 

In  fine,  the  faculty  of  Paris  have  adopted 
our  medicine  in  the  lafi:  edition  of  their  codex 
medicamentorum ,  under  the  title  of  pulvis 

arthriticus  amarns  y,  which  differs  from 
Tournefort’s  receipt  only  by  having  the  rha- 

ponticum  in  place  of  the  centaur  him  majus : 

and 

centaurium,  rad.  gentians  et  ariftolochiae,  &c.  (ft- 
quidem  experientia  duce  in  hoc  morbo  comproban- 
tur)  utilia  efle  videntur,  qtiod  pepfeos  et  chylificationis 
munia  adjuvant,  &c.  JVillis  Patholog.  Cap.  14. 

x  Son  ufage  (he  fpeaks  of  the  centaurium  majus')  le 
plus  ordinaire  eft  d’entrer  dans  la  compofition  de  la 
poudre  du  prince  de  la  Mirandole,  qui  pafte  pour 
un  grand  fpecinque  pour  la  Goutte  et  pour  la  fciati- 
que.  M.  Tournefort  nous  en  donne  la  recette  dans 
fon  hiftoire  des  plantes,,des  environs  de  Paris  (He 
then  copies  the  receipt).  J.  B.  Chomel,  abrege  de 
l’hiftoire  des  plantes  ufuelles,  a  Particle,  grande  cen- 
tauree. 

y  Pulvis  arthiriticus  amarus.  R:  Radicum  gentians, 
rnapontici,  ariftolochis  rotunds,  foliorum  chama> 
dryos,  chamspityos,  fummitatum  centaurii  minorls 
aa.  q.  f.  F.  omnium  pulvis.  Cod.  Medicament.  Paris 
Edit.  1748. 
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**  f  *  X 

and  this  difference  will  hardly  appear  mate- 
rial,  if  the  rhaponticum  is  found  to  be  an  in¬ 
gredient  in  feveral  of  the  ancient  antidoti , 
and  if  in  fome  of  our  books  of  botany  and 
materia  medic  a  y  the  rhaponticum  vulgar 
and  the  centawdum  majus ,  are  claffed  as  the 
fame  plant. 

Upon  the  Whole  I  fear  I  fhall  be  thought 
to  have  trefpaffed  greatly  upon  the  reader’^ 
patience,  when  the  principal  ufe  I  would 
pretend  to  make  of  all  this  is  only  to  fhew 
that  Cadius  Aurelianus’s  diacentaureony  and 
iEtius’s  anti  dot  gs  exduobus  centaurecegeneri  bus  % 
were  the  fame  medicine,  and  are  the  old 
names  for  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Powder. 

As  to  the  late  introduction  of  the  medi¬ 
cine  into  this  country,  we  have  leave  to 
mention  the  following  particulars.  We  owe 
it  to  a  friend  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  who  brought  the  receipt  with  him 
from  Switzerland,,  exactly  copied  from  a  do- 
meftic  collection  of  approved  receipts,  which 
Were  his  father’s,  who  had  travelled  many 
years,  and  probably  may  have  picked  it  up 
abroad:  it  was  by  this  gentleman's  perfua- 
fions  that  the  Duke  (who  had  been  feverely 

treated 
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treated  by  an  hereditary  Gout  for  feveral 
years)  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  thefe 
powders,  which  have  done  him  fuch  re¬ 
markable  fervice;  and  that  the  afflicted  might 
not  be  deprived  of  the  fame  means  of  relief 
which  he  had  fo  happily  experienced,  his 
Grace  ordered  the  faid  receipt  to  be  printed, 
and  copies  of  it  to  be  delivered  to  all  who 
fhould  alk  for  it. 

Notwithftanding  the  high  efteem  in  which 
the  medicine  feems  to  be  at  prefent,  it  may 
not  perhaps  be  difficult  to  foretel  its  fate ; 
it  will  do  good  in  many  cafes,  for  in  ma¬ 
ny  cafes  there  is  reafon  to  believe  it  extreme¬ 
ly  proper;  but  an  indifcriminate  ufe  of  it  in 
all  will  again  do  what  we  have  feen  a  like 
abufe  formerly  did;  it  will  bring  a  good  me¬ 
dicine  into  difrepute. 


L 


XV.  Ai 
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XV.  An  ExtraB  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  John 
Clephane,  from  Dr .  Mackenzie  at  Con- 
ftantinople.  Dated  Feb.  1,  1755. 

r  f'A  H  E  wife  of  one  Milo,  a  Moldavian, 
JL  aged  about  57,  of  a  ftrong  conftitu- 
tion,  and  dry  temperament,  mother  of  ma¬ 
ny  children,  was,  in  March  1753,  troubled 
with  a  cholicky  diforder,  for  which  her  maid 
advifed  her  to  apply  a  cupping-glafs  to  the 
part  affedted  $  but  having  no  cupping-glafs 
at  hand,  fhe  applied  a  large  earthen  pitcher, 
which  ftuck  very  well,  and  eafed  her  of  her 
pain  :  In  May  following  fhe  found  her  belly 
fwell,  and  called  a  phyfician,  (from  whom 
I  had  this  relation)  who  allured  her  that  fhe 
was  dropfical,  and  prefcribed  her  proper 
medicines,  but  which  had  no  effedt,  for  the 
waters  gathered  fo  fall,  that  on  the  23d  of 
Auguft  1753,  fhe  was  tapped  by  one  Vil- 
liers  a  French  furgeon,  who  drew  from  her 
feven  ogues  of  water,  (each  ogue  weighing 
400  drachms.  After  this  operation  fhe  was 
very  brifk  and  lively,  rambling  about  from 
country  to  town,  and  from  town  to  coun- 

try  • 
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try;  but  the  waters  gathered  again ;  and  on 
the  fir  ft  of  Odtober,  a  fe'cond  pun&ure  was 
made,  and  twelve  ogues  of  water  drawn  off 
by  the  fame  hand.  On  the  4th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  fame  fnrgeon,  who  is  a  man  of  ve¬ 
racity,  and  from,  whom  I  had  this  account, 
drew  from  her  eleven  ogues :  the  1 5th  of 
December,  twelve  ogues:  the  30th  of  De¬ 
cember,  nine  ogues:  the  14th  of  January  5 
1754,  nine  ogues :  the  30th  of  January, 
nine  ogues:  the  13th  of  February,  eleven 
ogues:  the  2d  of  March,  nine  ogues :  the 
23d  of  March,  twelve  ogues:  the  10th  of 
April,  twelves  ogues:  the  24th  of  April, 
eleven  oyues :  the  10th  of  Mav,  eleven 
ogues:  the  26th  of  May,  twelve  ogues:  the 
2 1  ft  of  June,  fifteen  ogues:  the  15th  of 
July,  twelve  ogues:  the  28th  of  July,  ten 
ogues:  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  eleven  ogues: 
the  28th  of  September,  feven  and  a  half 
ogues:  the  24th  of  November,  eleven  ogues: 
the  9th  of  December,  eight  ogues:  the  6th  of 
January  1755,  ten  °gues:  and  fine  died  the 
19th,  ditto. 

I  am  allured,  that  fine  fupported  all  thefe 
operations  very  well,  eat  and  flept  well, 
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went  abroad  to  the  very  laft ;  and  that  hav¬ 
ing  taken  fome  fecret  medicines  from  a 
ftranger  of  SanCtorin  ifland,  who  promifed 
to  cure  her  infallibly,  fhe  died  the  faid  day 
fuddenly,  and  unexpectedly.  I  am  very  in¬ 
timately  acquainted  with  the  phyfician  who 
attended  her  all  the  time,  and  their  account 
may  be  relied  on,  for  every  day  the  furgeon 
performed  the  parace?itejis ,  he  fent  me  an 
account  of  the  quantity  of  water  drawn  off. 


( 


XVI. 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

XV I.  An  Attempt  to  dif cover  the  Virtues  of 
the  Sarfaparilla  Root  in  the  Venereal  Dif 
eafe.  By  William  Fordyce,  Surgeon  to  the 
third  Regiment  of  His  Majeffs  Foot  Guards. 
Read  March  2 175  5, 

H  E  reputation  that  a  certain  medi¬ 
cine  has  of  late  years  acquired  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  fome  venereal  cafes,  in  which  the 
Sarfaparilla  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  principal 
ingredient,  put  me  upon  inquiring  among  my 
friends  if  any  experiments  had  been  made  to 
verify  fuch  a  conjecture. 

It  was  in  the  courfe  of  this  inquiry  that 
Dr.  Hunter  favoured  me  with  the  hiftory  of 
a  venereal  cafe,  attended  with  ill  conditi¬ 
oned  ulcers  in  the  groin,  wherein  a  ftrong 
decodtion  of  the  Sarfaparilla  root,  taken  to 
the  quantity  of  a  quart  a  day,  and  perfifted 
in  for  fome  time,  had  effected  a  cure ;  when 
a  mercurial  courfe  and  other  things  had 
failed. 

For  my  own  fatisfadtion  I  refolved  to  pro- 
fecute  this  hint,  and  make  a  trial  of  the 
Sarfaparilla  root  in  a  number  of  cafes  fo  as 
to  difcover,  if  the  fuccefs  of  the  abovemen- 
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tioned  remedy  in  many  cafes,  particularly, 
where  almoft  every  other  medicine  had  fail¬ 
ed,  was  not  chiefly  owing  to  this  ingredient. 

Thefe  experiments,  with  their  good  or 
bad  fuccefs,  I  have  been  induced  to  offer  to 
the  public;  the  rather,  as  I  cannot  but  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf  that  I  have  now  made  a  fufficient 
number  of  obfervations  to  enable  me  to  de¬ 
duce  fome  general  rules  for  ufing  the  Sarfa - 
parilla  with  a  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  at 

the  fame  time  afcertaining  the  virtues  of  a 
valuable  medicine,  hitherto  much  neglect¬ 
ed,  or  little  underftood ;  though  it  has  been 
always  ranked  among  the  efficacious  medi¬ 
cines  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  mod  authors 
who  have  written  on  that  fubjeCt. 


CASE  I. 


About  the  month  of  Auguft  1751,  Mrs 
Marfhad,  a  Caipenter  s  wife  in  Eong-  acre 
applied  to  me  for  a  complaint  fhe  had  in 
liei  bread,  where  I  found  the  nipple  much 
conoded  by  a  painful  chancre,  attended 
with  many  venereal  blotches  all  round  her 


Upon  exan 


lining 


her  throat  I  found 

foul 
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foul  ulcers  on  both  fides :  I  learned  on  in¬ 
quiry  that  flie  had  contracted  this  difeafe 
by  fuckling  for  a  few  days  a  neighbour's 
child,  whofe  mouth  and  lips  were  full  of 
venereal  chancres  5  but  fhe  at  that  time  had 
no  fufpicion  of  its  having  any  venereal  fymp- 
toms,  or  that  fhe  could  be  infeded  by  ita 
Her  having  no  previous  mark  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  her  hufband,  who  cohabited  with 
her  all  that  time,  enjoying  perfed  health, 
had  prevented  her  hitherto  from  afking  ad¬ 
vice,  and  then  floe  did  it  principally  on  her 
child's  account  which  {he  had  fuckled,  who 
was  at  that  time  about  fix  months  old,  and 
who  had  many  blotches  on  its  body  with 
large  fici  about  its  anus ;  not  doubting  any 
longer  of  the  way  in  which  fhe  had  con- 
traded  the  difeafe,  -  fhe,  by  my  advice,  went 
to  one  of  the  Hofpitals,  where  fhe  was  fa- 
livated,  and  after  fix  weeks  was  difmified 
apparently  in  good  health.  But  in  two 
months  time  fhe  had  a  return  of  her  fore 
throat,  with  the  additional  fymptoms  of 
violent  pains  all  over  her  head.  In  February 
1 751-2,  ihe  applied  to  me  again:  as  I  found 
her  throat  well,  and  her  bread:  had  not  the 

L  4  foul 


152  Medical  Obfer  vat  ions  and  Inquiries \ 

foul  appearance  as  formerly,  I  hoped  that; 
the  pains  in  her  head  might  proceed  from  a 
different  caufe,  and  might  give  way  to  ner- 
vours  medicines,  which  were  ordered  her, 
but  without  cited.  The  ulcers  in  her  throat 
becoming  foul  again,  I  could  no  longer 
doubt  of  her  being  dill  poxed ;  I  then  ufed 
fumigations  of  cinnabar  to  her  throat,  gave 
her  preparations  of  antimony  with  the  anti- 
fcorbutics,  ftrong  decodions  of  guajacum % 
and  a  fmall  proportion  of  fajjdfras  and  Sar- 
faparilla ,  by  which  means  the  throat  grew 
tolerably  well,  but  the  head-ach  continued. 
Notwithftanding  which  die  became  preg¬ 
nant  in  the  fummer  1752:  three  monhts  af¬ 
ter,  all  her  bad  fymptoms  returned  with 
more  violence  than  ever,  with  pains  about 
her  palate  and  in  her  nofe,  and  the  ulcers 
fpread  in  her  throat  to  the  almoft  total  lofs 
of  the  velum  Pendulum  palati  :  I  then  appli¬ 
ed  mercurial  plai tiers  to  the  throat  outward¬ 
ly,  gave  her  a  decod  ion  of  guajacum  for 
her  conftant  drink,  and  calomel  inwardly, 
but  ail  to  10  little  purpofe,  that  in  the  fixth 
month  I  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a 
mercurial  fridion,  which  I  perdfted  in  to 

the 
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the  day  of  her  delivery,  as  in  all  that  time 
I  was  able  only  to  check  the  difeafe,  not 
to  cure  it.  In  her  lying  in,  fhe  had  fevere 
cholics  and  fits  of  loofenefs,  probably  the 
effedts  of  the  method  flie  had  purfued.  Dur¬ 
ing  her  laft  courfe,  and  after  her  lying  in, 
befides  the  outward  and  inward  ufe  of  mer¬ 
cury,  fhe  had  drank  above  an  hundred  quarts 
of  the  decodtion  of  guajacum ,  ftrong  and 
weak  together.  In  July  1753,  I  propofed 
to  her  the  decodtion  of  Sarfaparilla ;  at  that 
time  her  pains  were  fo  fevere  that  fhe  had 
not  flept  for  feveral  months  an  hour  at  a 
time.  Her  body  was  become  a  mere  fkeleton, 
the  ulcers  in  her  throat  were  fo  naufeous, 
and  her  palate  was  fo  decayed,  that  fhe  was 
become  intolerable  to  herfelf,  and  greatly 
difpirited  :  the  night  after  drinking  the  firft 
bottle,  flie  flept  feveral  hours,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinued  to  do.  every  night  afterwards  with¬ 
out  interruption :  in  twenty  days  her  head 
aches  and  nodturnal  pains  entirely  left  her;  in 
feven  days  more  her  throat  was  quite  well, 
flie  recovered  her  fpeech,  and,  by  the  ufe 
of  thirty  feven  quarts  of  the  decodtion,  fhe 
was  reflored  to  perfedt  health,  ftrength  and 

ipirits  5 
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Spirits ;  her  breads  becoming  plump  and  fall 
as  ufual,  and  to  the  day  of  writing  this 
(September  1754)  fhe  dill  enjoys  an  unin¬ 
terrupted  date  of  health. 

CASE  II. 

That  fame  dimmer,  a  watchmaker  of 
a  fcofbutic  habit  of  body,  with  fpungy  gums, 
who  had  been  falivated  three  different  times, 
and  had  ufed  great  variety  of  alteratives,  and 
decoctions  of  guajacum  without  meafure,  ap¬ 
plied  to  me.  He  all  that  time  had  foul  fores 
in  the  tonfils,  numberlefs  blotches  dry  and 
moid  on  his  body,  and  chancres  on  his  penis 
attended  with  a  fort  of  gleet,  thefe  were  all 
his  venereal  fymptoms.  I  put  him  upon  the 
me  or  the  decodfion  of  Sarfapanllay  to  the 
quantity  of  a  quart  daily.  After  he  had 
taken  it  fifty  fix  days,  all  the  fymptoms  left 
him,  but  the  parts  where  the  chancres  had 
been,  though  fikinned  over,  continued  red, 
oozing  at  times  a  fort  of  ichor.  For  thefe, 
and  now  and  then  a  little  fort  of  gleeting 
11  om  the  urethra,  I  have  tryed  every  thing  I 
could  think  of,  but  all  to  little  or  no  affedh 

Dr* 
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Dr.  Barry’s  alterative  pills,  compofed  of 
turpeth  mineral  pil  ex  duobus ,  and  camphire, 
have  done  mod  apparent  fervice3. 

CASE  III. 

Some  weeks  after  this  a  Jeweller,  who 
had  contracted  a  clap,  for  which  he  had 
been  unfuccefsfully  treated,  applied  to  me 
for  a  cure  :  when  I  faw  him  he  had  chan¬ 
cres,  and  verruca  mix’d  all  round  the  corona 
glandis  and  behind  it,  but  no  other  venereal 
complaint.  He  drank  about  fifty  bottles  of 
the  deco&ion  of  Sarfaparilla ,  but  till  he 
had  rubbed  on  fix  ounces  of  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment,  the  chancres  were  not  entirely  healed, 
the  laft  of  which  he  ufed  after  he  had  omit¬ 
ted  the  decoction  fometime  j  nay,  the  ver¬ 
ruca  ftiil  remained,  but  were  immediately 
removed  by  the  common  cauftic.  I  would 
remark,  by  the  bye,  that  in  cafes  of  venereal 
warts,  where  the  infection  feems  to  have 
been  entirely  fubdued,  the  common  cauftic 
is  the  only  application  that  I  have  ufed  with 
certain  fuccefs.  I  would  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  it  as  the  moll;  efficacious  in  fuch  cafes. 

CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

Much  about  the  fame  time  a  grenadier  of 
the  third  regiment  of  foot  guards,  on  whom 
I  had  tried  mercurial  alteratives,  and  decoc¬ 
tions  of  guajacum ,  after  having  firft  attempt¬ 
ed  a  cure  by  a  falivation,  was  put  upon  the 
decodtion  of  Sarfaparilla,  At  the  time  he 
began  to  take  it,  he  had  ill  digefted  buboes, 
chancres  on  his  penis,  foul  ulcers  in  the 
ton  fils,  and  velum  pendulum  palati,  as  well 
as  on  the  back  part  of  the  pharynx  and  uni-, 
verfal  pains,  He  was  unable  to  move  his  legs 
and  arms,  and  had  lame  black  and  mortified 
blotches  and  flooghs,  fome  of  them  as  large 
as  a  half  crown  piece,  on  his  fhoulders  and 
back.  By  the  life  of  this  decodtion  for  fif¬ 
teen  days,  and  two  bleedings  (which  fome 
feverifli  fymptoms  feemed  to  indicate)  every 
one  of  the  above  complaints  was  removed, 
and  he  left  the  hofpital  apparently  cured : 
but  whether  it  was  owing;  to  his  not  having; 
pcrfifted  long  enough  in  the  ufe  of  it,  or 
to  fome  other  caufe  ;  in  two  or  three  weeks 
he  came  back  to  the  hofpital  with  a  fore 
throaty  and  complaining  of  his  pains,  when 

I  put 
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1  put  him  a  fecond  time  on  the  ufe  of 
the  decoftion :  though  his  throat  grew 

J  O 

better  foon,  yet  the  pains  did  not  entirely 
go  off;  fometimes  an  arm,  and  at  other 
times  the  leg  and  thigh  continuing  in 
pain.  During  this  fecond  trial  he  drank 
twenty  five  bottles  of  the  d'ecoftion.  1 
then  attempted  the  cure  by  mercurial  pills, 
and  a  decodlion  oi  guajacum ,  rubbing  in 
now  and  then  fome  mercurial  ointment ;  af¬ 
ter  which  1  fent  him  to  country  quarters, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  air;  but  this  not 
anfwering,  he  returned  to  the  hofpitat 
a  third  time,  when  his  throat  and  the 
back  part  ot  his  pharynx ,  were  much  ul¬ 
cerated;  he  was  greatly  emaciated,  had  a 
cough,  night  fweats,  and  gummatous  fwell- 
Ings  on  the  top  of  his  fhoulder,  and  on  the 
wrifts ;  he  then  took  a  box  of  an  alterative 
mercurial  pill  among  other  things,  but  all 
to  no  purpofe ;  fo  that  he  repeated  the  de- 
codlion  of  Sarfapariila  for  the  third  time,, 
and  drank  thirty  nine  bottles  more ;  upon 
which  his  throat  grew  well  ;  the  pains  and 
fweliings  were  confiderably  diminilhed,  and 
indeed  fo  far,  that  there  were  fcarce  any  re¬ 
mains  of  either,  but  about  his  knees :  foon 

r 
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after  this  he  was  difcharged  the  regiment* 
being  reckoned  unfit  for  the  fervice,  and  he 
returned  to  his  native  place,  without  giving 
the  medicine  a  further  trial,  though  he  was 
prefied  to  do  it.  I  have  often  blamed  my- 
felf  for  not  profecuting  the  experiment  fur¬ 
ther,  in  fo  remarkable  a  cafe,  where,  upon 
every  fiefh  trial,  the  good  effects  were  fo 
manifeft,  and,  if  longer  perfifced  in,  might 
have  produced  a  compleat  cure.  Dr.  Cle- 
phane  and  Dr.  Pringle  faw  the  progrefs  of 
this  patient’s  difeafe,  both  at  the  worft,  and 
when  the  Sarfaparilla  did  fuch  fervice. 

CASE  V. 

An  Oilman,  who  had  gone  through  a  mer¬ 
curial  courfe  for  a  chancre  on  the  glans pe?iis1> 
applied  to  me  for  advice,  having  at  that 
time  violent  pain  over  all  his  body,  efpecially 
fuch  head  achs  and  continual  watchings  as 
rendered  his  life  intolerable  :  he  was  unable 
to  ftand  upright,  or  to  have  any  of  his  limbs 
moved  ;  when  I  put  him  under  a  courfe  of 
the  Sarfaparilla  decodion,  the  firft  bottle 
of  it  CQmpofed  him  to  fleep  the  whole  night* 

though 
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though  for  three  months  paft  he  had  not 
flept  one  hour  at  a  time,  and  he  was  thereby 
fo  much  relieved  from  his  pains,  and  inca¬ 
pacity  to  move,  that  he  foon  was  able  to 
walk  to  me  every  day  afterwards  for  his 
quart  of  deco&ion,  and  by  thirty  fix  bottles 
of  it  was  perfectly  cured  :  he  ufed  no  other 
medicine  or  application,  except  that  during 
the  courfe  of  the  decodtion  he  wore  a  flip 
of  mercurial  plaifter  on  the  fear  where  the 
chancre  had  been. 

CASE  Vi. 

/ 

A  widow  lady,  three  months  after  her 
hufband’s  death,  confuited  me  about  her 
health  ;  fine  complained  of  violent  head  achs, 
which  had  for  fome  months  paft  prevented 
her  reft,  and  of  fome  hard  and  dry  lumps 
which  (he  had  perceived  a  few  days  before 
on  the  labia  pudendi  ;  ner  wliole  body  was 
covered  with  large  hard  fpots  or  blotches,  of 
a  brown i fti  red  colour,  but  not  attended  with 
feurf  or  feales,  excepting  two  that  were  on 
her  leg.  From  thefe  fymptoms,  and  the 
account  fhe  gave  me  of  her  huflhand,  I  could 

not 
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not  doubt  of  the  nature  of  her  difeafe  $  the 
fcorbutic  appearance  of  her  gums,  and  her 
delicate  habit  of  body,  determined  me  to 
attempt  the  cure  without  a  mercurial  faliva- 
tion,  having  for  fome  years  paft  obferved  the 

very  bad  effedts  it  is  apt  to  produce  on  fcor- 

# 

butic  habits,  attended  with  fpungy  gums. 
By  the  ufe  of  forty  bottles  of  the  decodtion, 
all  the  former  fymptoms  left  her  5  except 
the  two  large  blotches  bn  her  leg  :  but  fhe 
then  (hewed  me  a  chancre  large  and  hard  on 
the  infide  of  the  nymph  ez ,  which  fhe  had  per¬ 
ceived  only  for  two  or  three  days,  and  which 
difcharged  matter  plentifully.  I  was  there¬ 
upon  forced  to  have  immediate  recourfe  to 
a  mercurial  fridtion*,  as  the  weak  ftate  of 
her  ftomach  forbad  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
'  cury.  By  perfifting  fix  weeks  in  this  courfe, 
though  I  could  only  rub  in  a  little  ointment  at 
a  time,  and  even  that  frequently  at  the  hazard 
of  her  fainting  away,  ihe  recovered  a  per¬ 
fect  ftate  of  health.  During  the  ufe  of  the 
decodtion  fhe  abftained  both  from  wine  and 
meat,  yet  her  ftrength  kept  up  well ;  but 
in  the  mercurial  courfe  it  was  found  neceft 
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£ary  to  allow  her  wine  and  tiefh  meats  to 
fupport  her, 

CASE  VII. 

In  April  laft  a  married  lady  from  the 
country  gave  me  the  following  hiftory  of 
her  cafe. 

In  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy 
{he  had  obferved  a  number  of  lit.  ie  pimples 
break  out  on  her  face,  which  foon  afier  grew 
Italy,  encrealing  every  day  in  fize  and  hard- 
nefs  j  in  her  fifth  month,  her  deep  left  her, 
{he  was  tortured  with  moil  violent  head 
achs,  and  no&urnal  pains  in  her  bones,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  one  of  her  legs,  where  fhe  felt 
a  hardnefs  lying  loofe  under  the  fkin,  upon 
the  {hin  bone,  of  the  fize  of  a  horfe  bean  -y 
{he  likewife  became  very  dull  of  hearing, 
but  had  no  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  about 
the  pudenda.  In  the  eighth  month,  {lie  was 
delivered  of  a  weakly  child,  which,  as  (lie  ex- 
prefled  it,  was  born  without  fkin.  The  above 
named  fymptoms  continued  increafing  till  the 
end  of  the  fecond  month  after  her  lying  in, 
at  which  time  fhe  applied  to  me  for  advice : 

M  after 
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after  purging  her  gently,  with  falts  and 
manna,  I  gave  her  the  decodtion  in  the  ufual 
dofe  ;  but  as  I  durft  not,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  truft 
entirely  to  it,  I  now  and  then  ufed  the  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  to  the  quantity  of  half  an 
ounce  of  quick-filver  in  the  whole,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  month  all  her  complaints  left 
her,  except  the  dulnefs  of  hearing,  which 
Hill  continues  in  fome  degree. 

This  is  the  only  inftance  in  which  I  con¬ 
fined  any  patient  to  their  bed  or  flannels,  or 
to  a  ftridl  regimen  during  the  ufe  of  the  de¬ 
coction,  and  the  only  infiance  where  the 
nocturnal  pains  were  not  quite  removed  by 
a  few  dofes  of  the  farfaparilld .  I  fhould 
likewife  note,  that  I  cut  out  the  fmall  gum¬ 
matous  tumour  with  a  knife,  while  fine  was 
ufing  the  farfaparilla . 

CASE  VIII, 

A  wine  merchant’s  ferva'nt  in  the  Strand, 
had,  for  twelve  months  and  upwards,  chan¬ 
cres  on  his  penis,  for  which  he  was  put  un¬ 
der,  and  perfifted  in,  a  mercurial  courfe  by 
undlion  for  four  months,  the  mercury  fel- 

dom 
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dom  affecting  his  mouth  to  any  degree.  As 
his  being  much  abroad  expofed  him  to  catch 
frequent  colds,  he  was  feized  with  rheu¬ 
matic  pains  all  over  him,  which  at  firil  were 
alleviated  by  repeated  bleedings,  but  grew  fo 
bad  at  laft  that  he  almofl:  entirely  loft  the 
ufe  of  his  limbs,  though  he  tryed  various 

medicines  for  them.  He  continued  in  this 

/ 

ftate  till  we  put  him  on  a  decoction  of  far - 
faparilla ,  by  forty  four  bottles  of  which  he 
recovered  his  former  ffcate  of  health,  without 
any  confinement  or  regimen ,  though  he  was 
often  abroad,  expofed  to  the  cold  and  we t 
during  the  time  of  his  drinking  the  decoc¬ 
tion,  which  was  in  the  month  of  November, 

CAS  E  IX. 

An  officer’s  fervant  in  the  guards  had  two 
buboes  forming  in  his  groins,  widiout  any 
other  fympLom  of  the  pox,  when  he  appiN 
ed  to  me.  As  he  was  then  under  a  neceffity 
of  going  abroad,  1  applied  mercurial  plaifters 
to  his  buboes,  andfupplied  him  with  ointment 
fufficient  to  fecure  his  health  by  repeated 
undtions.  Finding  his  throat  affedted,  he 

M  2  apnbed 
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applied  for  advice  when  in  Germany,  but 
did  not  perfift  in  the  mercurial  undion  j 
by  which  negled  he  returned  to  London 
with  a  deep  and  foul  ulcer  in  the  back 
part  of  his  throat. 

I  then  anointed  him  regularly  and  gave 
him  ftrong  decodions  of  guajacum ,  to  the 
quantity  of  thirty  bottles  and  upwards  -9  by 
which  the  ulcer  in  his  throat  was  healed, 
and  he  was  apparently  well :  fix  weeks  af¬ 
ter  he  was  feized  with  a  deep  feated  pain  in 
his  cheek  bone,  and  a  fwelling  upon  it, 
which  in  fourteen  days  brought  on  ficknefs, 
vomiting,  a  total  lofs  of  appetite,  and  night 
fweats,  which  emaciated  him  greatly.  I 
laid  the  bone  of  his  cheek  bare,  and  found 
that  it  was  carious,  but  it  had  no  marks  of 
being  likely  foon  to  exfoliate.  I  then  put 
him  on  the  decodion  of  farfaparilla ,  of 
which  he  drank  forty  bottles  :  in  fix  days 
after  he  began  the  ufe  of  it,  his  appetite  re¬ 
turned,  his  iicknefs  went  off,  his  fweats 
ceafed,  and,  by  the  end  of  the  courfe,  he 
was  become  flefliy,  and  as  frefh  coloured 
as  ufual :  fame  weeks  after  which  there 
earn e  out  an  exfoliation  of  the  fize  of  a  fil- 
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ver  groat,  and  of  a  confiderable  thicknefs, 
This  perfon  is  now  in  perfeft  health. 

CASE  X. 

Mrs.  Gordon  in  Chandois-ftreet,  when 
die  applied  to  me,  told  me  that,  in  her  firft 
hufband’s  time,  fhe  had  fores  in  her  legs, 
which  were  fuddenly  dried  up,  and  that  fhe 
found  no  bad  confequence  from  them,  till 
fhe  had  lived  with  her  fecond  hufband  four 
or  five  years,  and  had  had  two  fine  children 
by  him,  apparently  very  healthy;  when  fhe 
was  taken  with  violent  pains  in  her  head, 
nofe  and  face,  for  which  fhe  tryed  various 
medicines,  and  among  other  courfes  was  fali- 
vated  regularly,  and  afterwards  ufed  an  ap¬ 
plication  of  Mr.  Plunkett's,  during  which 
courfes  fhe  loft  the  bones  of  her  nofe.  She 
had  likewife  applied  afterwards  at  an  hofpi- 
tal  for  advice,  where  fhe  was  put  under  a 
courfe  of  dog:  and  duck  water,  and  fuch 
diet  as  was  judged  proper  in  cafes  that  feem- 
ed  cancerous.  When  fhe  applied  to  me, 
I  underftood,  by  the  hiftory  of  her  cafe, 
that  it  was  a  venereal  one,  contracted  from  her 

M  3  firft 
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fir  ft  hufhand,  bat  that  it  had  appeared  firft 
in  her  head,  and  never  in  her  pudenda ; 
I  put  her  upon  a  courfe  of  the  farfapa~ 
nlla,  defiring  her  at  the  fame  time  to  wafh 
the  fores  of  her  face  with  fome  of  the  de- 
coftion,  and  then  to  cover  them  with  dry 
lint.  Thefe  fores  had  been  of  fix  months 
ftanding,  when  I  faw  her  firft,  and  the  nofe, 
not  only  was  become  quite  flat,  with  a  foul 
fore  upon  it,  but  the  frontal  bone,  the  tem~ 
poral  bone,  the  orbital  bone  of  the  right  eye, 
and  the  upper  maxillary  bone,  were  bare  in 
feveral  places.  When  in  this  condition.  Dr. 
Clephane  vifited  her  with  me,  and  Mr.  John 
Hunter  had  feen  her  a  few  weeks  before. 
By  the  ufe  of  the  decoction  for  fifty  days, 
inwardly  and  outwardly  applied,  as  before 
mentioned,  all  the  fores  healed  up,  fome  of 
the  bones  threw  oft  exfoliations,  others  of 
them  covered  over  without  any  fenfible  ex¬ 
foliation,  and  fhe  recovered  her  healih  per¬ 
fectly,  with  only  the  lofs  of  the  bones  of 
her  nofe,  and  a  few  fears  on  her  face. 


CASE 
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CASE  XI. 

'  . 

Jamefon,  a  foldier  of  the  third  regiment, 
recovered,  by  thirty  nine  bottles  of  a  weaker 
decodion  of  farfaparUla ,  of  pocky  pains ; 
for  which,  and  fome  other  venereal  com- 
plaints,  he  had  been  falivated  thrice,  kept 
his  bed  in  the  hofpital  for  two  hundred  and 
thirty  days  and  upwards,  was  emaciatpd 
greatly,  and  had  tryed  in  vain  all  forts  of 
antivenereal,  antilcorbutic,  or  antirheumatic 
medicines. 

N.  B.  After  feveral  months,  this  patient 
apply ed  to  me  again,  complaining  of  frefii 
ulcers  in  his  throat,  and,  as  he  fays,  without 
having  catched  a  frefh  infedion.  But  what 
is  very  remarkable  in  this  inftance  is,  that 
his  relapfe  was  probably  owing  to  his  hav¬ 
ing  ufed  only  the  fmall  decodion,  or  rather 
what  may  be  called  the  fecond  decodion. 

CASE  XII. 

i  1  * 

A  gentleman’s  fervant  in  St.  James’s  place, 
who  had  fpurious  buboes  for  fix  months, 
for  which  he  went  through  two  regular 

M  4  courier 
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courles  by  undion,  during  his  firft  courfe 
had  a  partial  fuppi  ration  from  one  of  them* 
continued  to  have  pain  in  that,  and  a  large 
tumour  of  the  fize  of  a  hen’s  egg  remained  ; 
which  would  not  give  way  to  any  applica¬ 
tion,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  lay  fo  deep, 
and  was  fo  much  engaged  with  the  iliac  ar¬ 
tery,  as  to  prevent  our  deft roying  it  by  cau- 
ftic.  Ten  bottles  of  the  decodion  removed 
it  without  fuppuration,  and  he  drank  twenty 
four  more  for  fecurity’s  fake. 

CAS  E  XIII* 

The  hufband  of  the  lady  mentioned  in 
cafe  VII,  was,  at  the  fame  time  with 
her,  put  under  a  mercurial  courfe  for 
chancres  all  round  the  glam  penis ,  blotches 
on  the  fcrotum  and  thighs,  ragged  fores 
about  his  anus ,  and  foul  ulcers  in  his  throat. 
After  ufing  about  eight  ounces  of  mercurial 
ointment,  and  falivating  plentifully,  for  fix 
weeks,  all  his  complaints  left  him,  except 
thofe  ragged  fores  about  his  anusy  which  re% 
mained  as  obftinate  as  ever,  though  the  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  had  been  rubbed  on  them 
alfo,  about  the  end  of  the  courfe,  and  though 

he 
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he  had  been  fweated  very  fufficiently  by  four¬ 
teen  quart  bottles  of  the  ftrong  decodtion  of 
guajacum  ;  but  they  gave  way  in  a  few  days 
to  the  decodtion  of  farfaparilla  a, 

I  fhall  therefore  juft  offer  the  refult  of  my 
experience,  in  relation  to  the  farfaparilla > 
by  deducing  from  thefe,  and  above  as  many 
more  cafes,  in  which  I  have  tried  it,  a  few 
Remarks,  tending  to  fhew  when  it  will  cure, 
and  when  it  will  fail. 

REMARK  I. 

It  will  commonly  relieve,  in  a  very  fhort 
fpace  of  time,  venereal  head-achs,  and  noc¬ 
turnal  pains;  and,  if  perfifted  in,  I  believe, 
will  always  cure. 

REMARK  II. 

In  emaciated  or  confumptive  habits,  from 
a  venereal  caufe,  it  is  the  greateft  reftorer  of 
appetite,  flefh,  colour,  ftrength  and  vigor, 
that  I  know  of. 

REMARK 

a  See  a  note  from  Fallopius ,  page  176,  which  relat£$t 
particularly  to  this  fymptom. 
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■  m  *■  -  *  *  « 

REMARK  III. 

When  the  throat,  nofe,  palate,  or  the 
fpungy  bones  in  general  are  affected  with  a 
fiongh  or  caries ,  it  will  commonly  compleat 
the  cure,  if  perfevered  in  long  enough,  pro¬ 
vided  a  mercurial  courfe,  I  mean  lay  unc¬ 
tion,  has  preceded  the  ufe  of  the  far  [a - 
par  ilia, 

REMARK  IV. 

When  the  body  is  covered  wTith  dry 
blotches,  or  moift  fores  (dill  fuppofing  the 
Caufe  venereal)  it  will  greatly  promote  the 
cure,  nay  often  compleat  it  :  but,  without 

the  affiftance  of  mercury,  there  will  be 
danger  of  a  relapfe. 

REMARK  V. 

In  fimple  chancres  it  will  do  little  fervice, 
but  if  it  is  given  in  cafes  where  the  chancres- 
or  buboes  will  not  heal  or  diffolve,  after  the 
ufe  of  mercurial  undlion,  it  will  often  cure, 
and  always  do  manifeft  fervice. 


R  E  M  A  R  K 
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REMARK  VI. 

It  will  oftentimes  anfwer,  and  that  fpeedi- 
ly,  without  fweating,  confinement,  or  any 
very  fixidt  regimen ,  at  all  feafons  of  the  year, 
where  mercurial  unctions,  and  long  continu¬ 
ed  courfes  of  ftrong  decoctions  of  guajacum , 
either  by  itfelf  limply,  or  compounded  with 
a  fmall  proportion  of  our  farfaparilla ,  have 
failed ;  of  this  I  could  produce  feveral  other 
proofs,  befides  the  above  hiftories. 

*  '  %  1  »  *  i 

REMARK  VII. 

It  would  feem  probable,  from  any  obfer- 
vations  I  have  yet  been  able  to  make,  that 
the  farfaparilla  root  is  only  to  be  depended 
on  in  venereal  cafes  where  mercury  has 
failed ;  at  leaf!  has  preceded  the  ufe  of  the 
decodtion,  or  when  ,it  is  combined  with  it, 
and  therefore  is  not  to  be  trufted  to  alone, 
unlefs  in  fuch  circumftances.  And  this  is 
agreeable  to  the  well  known  effedts  of  that 
medicine ,  tiie  reputation  of  which,  in  inve¬ 
terate  venereal  cafes,  firfl:  put  me  on  making 
this  inquiry. 


REMARK 
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REMARK  VIII. 

Mercury  alone  will  in  general  cure  moft 
venereal  complaints.  The  farjaparilla  will 
perhaps  always  cure  what  refills  the  power 
of  mercury.  It  is  therefore  probable,  that 
we  may  find  in  mercury  and  farfaparilla% 
properly  combined,  a  certain  cure  for  every 
cafe  that  can  be  called  venereal.  . 

Let  us  now  fee, 

1.  What  this  medicine  is. 

2.  Whence  it  came. 

3.  What  reputation  it  had  at  firft. 

4.  If  the  ePceem  it  acquired  in  Europe, 
Was  found  on  accurate  obfervations  of  its 
effects. 

5.  How  it  loft  it  again,  and  has  been  but 
little  ufed  till  very  lately*  and, 

6.  How  it  ought  to  be  prepared  and 
given. 

It  is  doubted  by  botanical  writers,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  known  to  Theophraftus  and 
Diafcorides :  but  if  it  is  of  the  fame  genus 
with  our  fmilax  afpera ,  which,  both  from 
its  appearance  and  virtues,  I  am  apt  to  believe 

it 
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it  is,  this  cannot  remain  doubtful,  fince  the 
firft  has  deferibed  the  plant,  and  the  fecond 
mentions  its  virtues  as  an  alexipharmic. 

Fallopius  ufed  the  f mi  lax  afpera ,  which 
he  found  growing  near  Pifa,  and  cured  ma¬ 
ny  with  it  a ;  nay  alledges,  that  the  virtues 
of  the  European  are  more  powerful  then 
thofe  of  the  Indian,  aferibing  their  external 
difference  to  the  different  foils  in  which  they 
grow.  And  Carolus  Mufitanus  afferts,  that 
the  Jmilax  afpera ,  which  grows  plentifully 
in  Italy,  under  the  name  of  the  falfa  paefana , 
only  differs  in  price  from  that  of  Peru ;  but 
that  the  tafle,  bark,  pith  and  virtues  ar& 
ftronger  and  more  vege:e  in  the  European 
than  in  the  Indian  fort.  b 

Profper  Alpinus  has  put  it  beyond  all 
doubt,  by  the  appearance  of  the  f?nilax 
afpera ,  which  he  found  in  foft  grounds,  in 
the  illand  of  Zant,  (Zacynthus)  that  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  the  Grecian  iflands  in  particular, 

,  furnifli 


a  Loco  farfaparillae  Temper  cum  felici  fucceflu* 
F allop.  TraCfat.  de  morbo  gallico  cap.  63. 

b  Carol.  Mufitan.  de  lue  Yenerea,  Lib,  iii.  cap.  1, 
in  farfaparillam. 
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furnifh  the  true  farfapanlla ,  or  fmilax  afpera$ 
(peruviana  died  a )  of  C.  B.  * 

The  medicine  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  ouf 
prefent  inquiry,  and  is  now  to  be  found  in 
every  druggift’s  (hop,  is  the  root  of  the 
fmilax  afpera  peruviana ,  of  Cafpar  Bauhin. 
It  is  brought  to  us  from  Peru,  Hifpaniola* 
and  the  Brazils. 

Monardes  tells  us,  that  the  Indians,  when 
they  begin  to  ufe  it,  tafte  nothing  but  the 
decodtion  and  its  mucilage  (lent or em)  for 
the  fir  ft  three  days,  and  afterwards  only  al¬ 
monds,  raiiins,  and  bread,  during  the  thirty 
days  courfe  of  it. 

The  method  of  preparing  it  by  the  Spani¬ 
ards  and  Indians  of  South  America,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  ;  they  macerate  an  ounce  of  the  root 
in  almoft  four  pints,  or  pounds  of  water,  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  boil  it  away  to  one 
half.  They  give  of  the  exprefted  decodtion, 
half  a  pint  twice  a  day,  four  hours  before 
their  meals,  in  bed,  covered  with  cloaths, 
where  they  fweat  two  hours,  mixing  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  the  fine  powder  of  the  root 
with  each  dofe  of  the  docodtion.  They 
purge  them  every  tenth  day. 

The 

*  Profp.  Alpin.  de  plant.  /Egypt,  c.  43. 
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The  Spaniards  fir  ft  brought  it  into  Europe 
towards  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  cen¬ 
tury. 

Francifcus  Ximenes,  in  his  annotations  to 
Margravius's  natural  hiftory  of  the  Brazils, 
talks  of  its  fpeedy  and  powerful  effects  in 
the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea  given  in  fimple 
decoPtion  c.  -  : 

Vidus  Vidius,  about  the  year  1550,  gives 
it  the  third  place  among  antivenereal  de¬ 
ceptions  d. 

Trincavellius  prefers  it  to  guajacum  as  an 
attenuant,  and  makes  mention  of  it  as  a  re- 
fblver  of  hard  tumours e. 

Gabriel 


c  Cujus  decocto  fimplici  ad  luem  veneream,  prasfer- 
tim  non  inveteratam,  nihil  praeftantius,  quippe  quod 
obfervata  diaeta,  paucis  intermifFis  diebus,  a  turpi  et 
foedo  malo  segros  vindicat.  Margrav.  hijlor.  natural . 
Braftl.  de  Sarfaparilla. 

d  Vid.  Vid.  in  morbo  gallico,  de  Sarfaparilla. 

.  e  Vim  ma^orem  habet  attenuandi  &  digerendi  quam 
guajaci  decodfcum.  Si  duros  &  quafi  tophofos  tumores 
in  intsrnodiis  articulorum  concretos  digerere,  &  quafi 
atterere  poteft,  ut  quotidie  videmus.  Trine  av  ell . 
CvnfiL  50. 
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f  Gabriel  Fallopius  feems  to  have  known 
more  of  the  virtues  of  the  farfaparilla  than 
mofl  of  his  predeceffors  or  fucceffors,  if  we 
except  Trajanus  Petronius  alone,  of  whom 
afterwards. 

In 


f  Recenfeamus  experimentum  cui  nolunt  credere 
pertinaces.  Diafcorides  dicit  habere  vim  antidoti  in 
inorbis  contagioiis,  &  connumerat  grana  &  folia  inter 
ea  medicamenta  quae  venenis  e^hibentur,  ideo  regium 
eft  auxilium  &  antidotum  ad  fugandum  luem  veneream, 
et  hac  ratione  ego  fido  magis  Salfae  quam  ligno  guajaci ; 
imbecillior  eft  certe  ligno  j  habet  tamen  ipfa  nobiles 
vires,  quibus  fuperat  guajacum,  et  eft,  quod  ft,  poft 
fuperatum  gallicum,  reftant  ulcera  rhagades  circa 
fedem,  duplo  citius  fanat  hrec  quam  lignum  indicium 
Erat  fcholaris  papienfis  qui  tophis  ofleis  et  lapideis 
laborabat  circa  pedes  h  tibias :  Ego  brevi  difcuftos 
vidi  ope  Salfaeparillae,  &  prima  vice  ufus  fum  hac  in 
milite  lucenft  qui  dicebatur  (II  Capitan  Capon)  hie 
habebat  in  capite  tumores  &  gummata,  quae  per  de¬ 
cern  dies  evanuerant  omnia:  cum  ergo  in  gallico  ad- 
funt  ulcera,  ad  hoc  medicamentum  confugio  tanquam 
ad  certiftimum  auxilium:  ft  non  facit  prima  dieta* 
faciet  faltem  fecunda  et  tertia.  Sal  fa  eft  regina  in  hoc, 
quia  difeutit  tophos  quodam  quaft  miraculo.  De- 
cocStum  falfe  Temper  agit  omnibus  temporibus :  decoc- 

tum  guajaci  non  agit  tempeftate  hiemali.  F allop,  traflat, 
de  morbo  Gallico ,  cap.  63,  &  95.  c.  95. 
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In  the  Venetian  edition  of  Fallopius  § 
mention  is  made  of  this  decodtion  not  keep- 
ing  above  five  or  fix  days.  I  never  could 
keep  it  above  three,  even  in  a  cellar  ;  no 
author  befides  Floyer,  that  I  know  of,  takes 
the  leaf!  notice  of  this.  I  believe  it  has  been 
owing;  to  their  not  attending;  to  fnch  a  cir- 
cumftance,  that  it  was  fuppoied  to  hurt  the 
ftomach,  which  I  never  knew  it  once  do,  if 
given  alone,  and  in  two  days  after  it  had  been 
boiled  in  the  way  I  propofe  it  to  be  done. 

MafTarias  prefers  it  to  the  guajacum  for 
difpatch,  agreeablenefs  and  virtues11. 

Qefalpinus  fays  it  hurts  the  ftomach,  but 
refoives  gummatous  fwellings,  and  prefers 
the  outer  bark  of  the  root i. 

Vara ndsus fays  it  quiets  pains  in  thejointsk. 

N  Thomas 

8  Durat  decodtum  falfae,  fi  non  lit  temp  us  calidiffi- 
mum,  quinque  vel  fcx  diebus  ad  fummum.  Vide 
Fallop .  vol.  2.  pa.  166.  Edit.  Venet.  1651. 

n  Tumores,  gummata,  puftulas,  ulcer  a,  et  omnia 
fymptomata  Gallica,  longe  facilius  <et  breviore  tem¬ 
pore,  ex  decodto  Sarfaparillae,  mitigarl  &  deleri,  quam 
hgni  dccoeto.  IvlaJJar.  praSt.  medic,  p.  905. 

1  Ventriculo  noxia  eft,  fed  facit  magis  ad  gurnmofi- 
tates.  Ceefalpin.  art.  mediae  Lib.  4.  de  morbo  Gdliico . 

k  Sarfaparillam  habere  proprietatem  ad  dolores  ar- 
tuurn  fedandos.  Varandeci  de  lue  venerea . 
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Thomas  Rudius  acknowledges  that  it  is 
ftronger  in  its  virtues  than  guajacum ,  but  will 
not  allow  it  to  cure  the  difeafe  alone  radi¬ 
cally  K 

Nicolaus  Maffa,  who  has  given  us  many 
formulae  of  the  ftronger  decodtions  of  farfa-* 
parilla ,  fays,  that  in  ftrength  it  equals  the 
guajacum  wood  in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  m. 

Alexander  Trajanus  Petronius  alfo  com¬ 
pares  its  effedts  to  thofe  of  guajacum ,  and 
recommends  it  very  ftrongly  n. 

We 

*  Longe  melius  dolores  turn  Gallicos  turn  alios  de- 
mu]  cere  quam  guajacum,  fed  gallicum  virus,  nifi  ad- 
modum  exiguum,  &  in  corpore  recenter  contrachim 
fit,  per  feipfum  profligare  &  extirpare  impotentem 
efle ;  ideoque  ipfum  non  verum  &  legitimum  luis 
venereae  bezoarticum  medicamentum  efle.  Radii  Lib . 
45  c.  2.  de  morbo  Galileo. 

m  Sanat  tumores  duros,  et  ulcera  antiqua  gallici 
morbi,  &  omnia  vitia  &  mala,  in  quacunque  corpo¬ 
ris  parte,  quae  in  morbo  Gallico  accidere  confuevere, 
&  quse  folent  fanari  ligni  indici  decodtione  bibita, 
quoniam  omnes  fere  virtutes,  qme  in  ligno  indico  flint 
in  farfa  reperiuntur.  Nichol.  MaJJa  de  morbo  Gallico , 
cap.  10. 

n  Prodefl:  decoftum  farfae,  quemadmodum  guajaci 
decodtum  omnibus  lue  Gallica  inquinatis,  fed  quanto 

-  quam 
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We  fee  therefore,  that  many  of  its  virtues* 
in  venereal  cafes,  have  been  carefully  noted 
by  the  Europeans ;  but  that  they  were  not 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  them  all :  they 
did  not  determine  its  powers  of  extirpating 
the  difeafe,  though  ever  fo  intimately  mixed 
with  the  habit,  and  which  had  efcaped 

N  2  the 

tjuam  illud  tenuiorum  partium  eft,  tanto  celerius  aux- 
iliatur,  potiffimum  vero  his,  quibus  caput  infigniter 
dolet,  poftquam  guajaci  decobtum  ante  exhibitum  aut 
parum  aut  nihil  contulit;  adde  etiam,  ut  cuidam 
placet,  ulcera,  et  circa  fedem  rhagadia,  multo  celerius 
quam  decobtum  guajaci,  curare,  Sc  gummationes  dif- 
folvere,  confuevit.  Sarfaparilla  pollet  adverfus  eum 
qui  fua  natura  mitis  eft,  aut  incipit,  aut  inclinat,  aut 
ft  quidem  fsevus  fuerit,  aliis  tamen  remediis,  attritus 
atque  fub  act  us  hominem  adnuc  infeftat.  Hinc  certe 
vim  magnam  in  morbum  Gallicum  habere  Sarfaparilla 
creditur,  ut  pote  quem  guajacum  non  fanarit,haec  poftea 
fanat :  fanat  enim  immanem,  quem  guajacum,  aut  ft 
quid  hujufmodi  antea  mutavit,  mitigavit  atque  diflol- 
vit;  non  fanat  vero  ft  ftatim  ab  initio  contra  ilium  fu~ 
matur;  quo  circa  Sarfas  decobtum  luem  quidem  galli- 
*  cum  evertit,  fed  quia  debiles  funt  ejus  vires,  non  nift 
mitem,  aut  incipientem,  aut  declinantem,  aut  om- 
nino  ft  feva  fuerit  poftquam  aliis  remediis  ante  de- 
mifla  devibtaque  fit,  evertit.  Alex.,  Trajan.  Petr  on. 
Lib.  v.  cap,  2,  Sc  4. 
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the  virtues  of  mercury  in  every  fhape  they 
were  ignorant  of  its  curing  the  difeafe  with¬ 
out  confinement,  (°  Ceftoni  alone  excepted) 
fweating  or  a  regimen  ;  though  they  knew 
that  it  made  the  fymptoms  difappear,  they 
were  ignorant  how  to  prevent  their  return  ; 
though  they  gave  ftrong  decodions  p  of  far- 
faparilla,  yet  they  all  erred  in  macerating  it 
fo  long  in  the  water  before  they  boiled  it : 
which  fpoils  it  for  ufe  the  next  day.  Nor 
did  they  determine  accurately  the  cafes  in 
which  it  might  be  depended  on,  and  what 
proportion  of  the  root  would  anfwer.  Hence 
it  is  perhaps,  that  we  find  them  complaining 
that  it  hurt  the  ftomach,  though  it  is  now 
certainly  known,  that,  if  properly  prepared, 
it  reftores  the  appetite  and  digeftion  even 
where  the  patient  becomes  hedic,  from  a 

venereal  caufe.  They  were  but  litde  ac- 

* 

quainted  with  its  ufe  in  venereal  pains;  and 
where  the  bones  are  affeded,  and  yet  it  is 
precifely  in  inch  cafes  that  it  feems  to  fhcw 
its  created  efficacy. 

Thus 

o  Cejlon.  ~olde  la  Galleria  di  Adi  new.  to?n.  vi.  part  3. 
and  there,  Leitera  fcritta  dall  Signore  Ceftoni. 

P  Nicolaui  MaJJa  ds  morbo  Galileo.  Cap.  11, 
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Thus  it  fell  into  difrepute,  and  by  degrees 
was  almod  forgotten,  infomuch  that  of  late 
forne  of  our  greateft  maders  in  medicine 
have  afferted  that  its  decodtion  is  no  better 
than  barley  water. 

I  would  fay  therefore,  that  in  this  ifland, 
not  with  (landing  the  incondancy  of  the  cli¬ 
mate,  and  irregularity  of  living,  it  will  pro¬ 
duce  the  effedts  that  I  have  hinted  at  above 
in  this  inquiry,  if  prepared  and  given  in  the 
following  manner. 

To  three  ounces  of  the  farfdparilla  root, 
as  frefh  as  it  can  be  procured,  not  fpoiled 
with  age,  worms,  fea  water  or  moifture, 
add  three  quarts  of  river  water,  and  bring  it 
to  boil  immediately  in  an  open  veffel,  I  al¬ 
ways  ufed  a  copper  one,  and  let  it  boil  away 
to  two  pints  of  the  drained  liquor,  that  is, 
to  about  two  pounds  averdupois.  I  fome- 
times  add  to  it  a  little  liquorice  root  to  make 
it  more  palatable.  This  quantity  I  give  at 
two  or  three  dofes,  either  warm  or  cold,  as 
it  is  moil  agreeable,  every  twenty  four  hours. 
Every  other  day  it  mud  be  made  frelh,  and 
what  is  not  ufed  the  day  it  is  boiled,  mud 
be  kept  in  a  cold  cellar,  I  have  always  re- 

N  3  commended 
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commended  abftemious  living,  particularly 
with  regard  to  wine. 

With  relation  to  this  difeafe  in  children, 
it  may  not  be  from  the  purpofe  to  obferve, 
that,  on  the  credit  of  Harris  de  Lue  Vene¬ 
rea,  I  feveral  years  ago  gave  it  in  powder  and 
in  decodion  at  the  fame  time  :  but  hitherto 
I  cannot  boaif  of  its  having  radically  cured 
the  complaint,  probably  becaufe  mercury 
had  not  been  ufed  before,  or  becaufe  the 
children  did  not  perfift  long  enough  in  the 
ufe  of  it. 

I  have  fome  reafon  to  believe,  but  have 
not  hitherto  had  experience  fufficient  to  de¬ 
termine  3  that  thofe  rheumatic  complaints 
(I  call  them  fo,  becaufe  they  appear  as  fuch) 
which  are  fo  common,  and  fo  obftinate  af¬ 
ter  a  mercurial  courfe,  may  be  cured  by 
ftrong  decodions  of  farfaparilla.  I  give 
this  hint,  becaufe  there  are  few  difeafes  that 
refill  more  the  power  of  medicine  than  this : 
fo  obftinate  indeed  it  is,  that  oftentimes  it 
will  not  yield  to  a  fecond  mercurial  undion. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  obferving  that  the 
root  con fifts  of  two  parts:  the  firft,  which 
is  thick,  dry,  hard  and  woody  $  and  the 

other, 
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other,  which  Abftruc  calls  the  jlagellce ,  that 
grow  out  of  the  thick  part  to  a  great  length, 
and  are  foft,  more  fucculent  and  mucilagi¬ 
nous  :  the  former  in  decodtion  is  rather  difa- 
greable,  the  latter  not  offenlive,  and  is  the 
part  I  would  be  underftood  to  mean  in  this 
paper:  altho’  I  have  reafon,  from  fome  trials, 
to  believe  that  the  woody  part  is  not  inferior 
in  virtue,  where  the  ftomach  will  bear  it ; 
perhaps  too>  it  might  be  ufefully  combined 
with  the  other,  but  this  I  muft  leave  t q  be 
determined  by  future  experiment* 


XVII.  An 
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XVII.  An  account  of  feme  Virtues  of  the 
Peruvian  Bark ,  not  generally  known  nor 
defer i bed}  particularly  in  fcrophulous  Cafes . 
By  John  Fordyce,  M.  D,  Communicated 
by  Dr.  John  Ciephane.  Read  Feb .  24, 
1755. 

fp--  INCE  the  fir  ft  introdudion  of  the 
iff  cortex  peruvianas  into  Europe,  no  pains 
feern  to  have  been  fpared,  to  extend  its  ufe 
and  afeertain  its  virtues.  Much  has  been 
done,  but  perhaps  the  fubjed  is  not  yet  ex- 
haufted. 

The  merit  and  efficacy  of  the  cortex  peruv. 
in  intermittents,  nervous  diforders,  haemorr¬ 
hages,  finail-pox,  fore  throats,  aphtha, 
meafles,  &c.  have  been  fo  fiir  afeertained  by 
the  repeated  obfervation  and  experience  of 
many  ingenious  praditioners,  as,  in  thofe 
cafes,  to  ftand  in  need  of  no  fai  ther  confir¬ 
mation. 

Its  happy  effieds  in  a  diffblved  and  pu¬ 
trid  ftate  of  the  blood,  have  been  fuffi- 
ciently  proved  by  Mead,  Huxham,  Wall, 

and 
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and  others :  bat,  fo  far  as  I  know,  the  trials 
have  been  few,  if  any,  how  far  this  bark 
may  be  ufeful  in  thofe  difeafes,  where  an 
impoverifhed  mafs  of  blood  is  frequently 
joined  to  a  lax,  inert  ftate  of  the  folids,  I 
mean  in  the  fcrophula ,  or  the  morbi  glandu - 
larum ,  and  in  what  is  called  a  highly  fcorbu- 
tic  ftate,  or  habit  of  body. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  very  difficult  to  ac¬ 
count,  why  fo  little  has  been  attempted  in 
this  way;  an  opinion  has  generally  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  all  heating  medicines  are  preju¬ 
dicial  in  thofe  diftempers,  and  mu  ft  there¬ 
fore  be  avoided,  while  the  praftice  of  the 
countries  where  this  train  of  difeafes  is  fre¬ 
quent,  joined  to  the  authority  of  fome,  who 
have  written  profefiedly  on  the  fubjedt  a  feem 
to  have  excluded  almoft  every  thing,  except 
the  neutral  falls,  calcined  fponges  and  fhells, 
the  asthiopfes,  and  other  mercurial  prepa¬ 
rations. 

But  as  my  intentions  here  is  by  no  means 
to  attack  the  opinions  and  theory  of  others, 
much  lefs  to  advance  any  of  my  own,  I 

ffiall 
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fhall  confine  myfelf  entirely  to  fafts  and  ex-* 
perience,  and  leave  it  to  others  to  determine, 
after  reading  the  following  cafes ;  whether 
we  may  not  fairly  afcribe  the  good  that  was 
done  there,  to  the  Peruvian  hark, 

CASE  I. 

A  young  Lady,  fixteen  years  of  age,  tall, 
thin,  not  having  as  yet  menftruated,  was 
inoculated  for  the  fmall-pox,  had  a  favour¬ 
able  fort,  foon  recovered,  only  for  fome 
weeks  after  had  a  few  troublefqme  fore?  near 
the  places  where  fhe  had  been  inoculated ; 
during  which  time,  altho’  fhe  often  took 
phyfic,  a  great  part  of  the  right  parotid 
fwelled  confiderably,  as  well  as  the  glands 
on  each  fide  of  the  neck,  I  mean  thofe  which 
Window  calls  lymphatic  glands,  and  which 
are  diftributed  on  the  outfide  of  the  internal 
jugular  and  below  the  parotid,  the  phyfician 
to  the  family,  and  myfelf,  after  giving  a  dole 
or  two  of  calomel,  recommended  the  cor¬ 
tex  peruv.  to  the  quantity  of  half  a  drachm 
for  a  dofe,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  the 
bulb  of  arum  and  cort.  fajfafr.  in  fubflance, 

to 
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to  be  waflhed  down  with  red  port  twice  a  day, 
and  externally  the  fumes  of  hot  vinegar.  I11 
a  few  weeks  all  the  fores  dried  up ;  the  fwel- 
lings  difappeared  without  breaking  j  fhe 
menftruated  foon  after  *  recovered  her  co¬ 
lour,  flefh  and  ftrength;  and  has  been  per¬ 
fectly  well  for  three  years :  what  is  remark¬ 
able  here  is,  that  the  fwellings  were  reduced 
without  fuppuration. 

CASE  II. 

A  woman,  near  thirty  years  of  age,  after 
lying-in,  and  when  her  milk  was  going  off, 
had  feveral  hard  tumours  that  appeared  in 
her  left  breaft  and  under  that  axilla ,  fome 
few  of  which  had  been  the  reliques  of  for¬ 
mer  fwellings  in  the  fame  parts,  after  a  pre¬ 
ceding  lying-in  ;  but  which  had  been  heal¬ 
ed  up  for  about  two  years.  Ten  weeks  after 
her  fecond  delivery,  I  faw  her  for  the  firft 
time,  and  found  feveral  of  the  tumours  broke 
and  difcharging  plentifully,  yet  remaining 
very  hard,  and  almoft  cartilaginous  to  the 
touch. 


The 
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The  diforder  was  evidently  fcrophulous, 
her  noftrils  being  at  the  fame  time  fore,  and 
upper  lip  thickened:  however,  to  remove  fuch 
obdurate  fvvellings,  the  affiftance  of  calomel, 
antimony,  and  the  woods,  with  gum  guaja- 
cum ,  was  thought  neceffary:  after  purfuing 
this  method  for  five  weeks,  fhe  grew  much 
weaker  and  thinner,  and  the  difcharge  from 
the  fores  continued  the  fame ;  fhe  then  tried 
the  Neville-holt  fpaw,  which  purged  too 
brifldy,  and  of  confequence  reduced  her  ex¬ 
ceedingly,  and  difagreed.  I  then  directed 
her  to  the  cortex ,  which  at  firft  ran  off*  by 
ftool;  but  being  checked,  it  ftrengthened 
her,  and  the  hardnefs  and  fize  of  the  tumours 
greatly  abated,  as  well  as  their  difcharge  ; 
fo  that  they  gradually  healed  up,  and  fhe 
quick  recovered  her  flelh  and  colour. 

While  fhe  was  taking  the  bark,  by  my 
direction,  fhe  informed  me,  that  fhe  had 
taken  it,  about  two  years  before,  in  much 
the  fame  circumfhmces,  by  the  advdce  of  a 
very  experienced  furgeon,  when  fhe  thought 
it  was  the  only  thing  that  did  her  any 
good. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

In  a  girl  of  four  years  of  age,  very  fair, 
pale  and  puny  5  a  large  hard  fvvelling  formed 
(lowly  under  the  left  ear,  and  along  that  fide 
of  the  lower  jaw  :  it  had  been  there  two 
months  when  I  was  confulted. 

She  took  the  following  medicines,  and 
was  perfe&Iy  cured  in  about  a  fortnight  :  I 
faw  her  quite  well  in  lefs  than  a  month,  and 
(lie  had  taken  nothing  elfe  but  the  quantity 
here  mentioned. 

R  Rad,  rhei.  opt,  §fs.  Kofar.  rubr.  ficc. 
3‘ifs.  Rad.  irid.  florintin.  %\.  Cone,  et  con- 
tub  infundantur  in  cereyifise  mediocris  Li- 
bris  quatuor:  colaturas  bibat  cyathum  bis 
quotidie  cum  q.  n.  m.  feq.  eledl. 

R.  Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  svi.  P.  cort.  c.  rad. 
faflafr.  3’ij.  cum  fyrup.  albo  ft.  eleftarium. 

R  Unguent,  ad  dramas  (Zancuti  Luffitani) 
q.  f.  quo  tumor  quotidie  illinatur. 

The  didemper,  which  goes  by  the  name 
of  the  gutta  rofacea ,  in  the.  face,  tho*  not  a 
%  *  dangerous 
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dangerous  one,  is  often  difficult  to  remove* 
and  is  extremely  difagreeable  to  the  fair  fex. 
I  was  fo  much  pleafed  to  find  the  bark  of 
fervice  in  this  difeafe,  that*  for  their  fakes,  I 
hope  I  {hall  be  allowed  to  give  a  proof  of 
its  efficacy  in  the  following  cafe. 

CASE  IV, 

A  young  woman  of  a  thin  habit,  but  re¬ 
gular  in  her  menflrua ,  extreamly  temperate, 
and  generally  very  healthy,  eating  fparing- 
ly  of  meat,  and  living  moftly  on  vegetable 
food,  had  three  years  ago  a  breaking  out  of 
pimples ;  firft  about  her  nofe  and  cheeks, 
and  ever  fince  about  her  forehead,  nofe, 
mouth  and  chin. 

Thofe  pimples  ufed  to  rife  fuddenly  to 
the  fize  of  a  cnmmon  pea,  inflame,  and,  in 
a  few  days,  fuppurate  partially;  uneafy  un¬ 
der  thofe  circumftances,  as  one  crop  was 
always  fucceeding  another,  {he  was  often 
blooded,  tried  various  medicines,  purging 
falts,  calomel  and  jalap,  ext  raft  of  trifol. 
paluftr.  ajthiops  mineral,  and  Plummer’s 
pill,  drank  many  gallons  of  the  Neville-hoit 
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fpaw,  lime-water,  whey  and  decodiion  of 
guajacum  :  in  the  ufe  of  which  laft,  fhe 
feemed,  for  a  fhort  time,  free  from  thofe 
eruptions,  but  never  got  clear  of  them.  She 
ufed  externally,  for  many  months,  unguent . 
alb .  camphor  at .  allum,  brandy,  preparations 
of  fulphur,  &c.  It  was  obferved  here, 
that  during  the  ufe  of  the  mercurial  medi¬ 
cines,  the  pimples  increafed  in  number,  fize* 
and  inflammation. 

Three  compleat  years  being  fpent  in  this 
tedious  and  ineffectual  courfe,  I  determined 
to  try  the  cortex  peruvianas  to  half  a  drachm 
in  fubflance  twice  a  day  :  die  had  not  takea 
above  half  an  ounce,  when  the  inflammation 
in  her  face  diminifhed,  the  pimples,  which 
were  forming,  retired  without  fuppuration, 
and  no  new  eruption  appeared.  By  the  time 
Hie  had  taken  three  ounces,  all  the  pimples 
were  healed  up,  and  the  face  became 
fmooth. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  bark,  no  exter¬ 
nal  application  was  ufed,  or  alteration  made 
in  her  diet. 


1 


CASE 
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CASE  V. 

"  # 

- Scott,  a  gardiiier,  brought  to  me  his 

fon  (a  boy  about  five  years  of  age)  ill  of  an 
inflammation  of  the  drumous  kind,  in  both 
eyes,  which  had  held  him  for  feveral  weeks, 
and  had  produced  two  ulcufculd s  in  the  cornea 
of  the  left  eye.  He  was  bled,  blidered,  and 
frequently  purged,  but  without  any  fenfible 
relief,  till  a  featon  was  opened  in  his  neck. 
After  fome  weeks,  the  eyes  mended,  and 
the  nlcufcula  healed,  the  featon  alfo  was  gra¬ 
dually  dried  up  ;  but  to  prevent  a  relapfe,  an 
ifliie  was  cut  in  the  arm  neverthelefs  about 
the  middle  of  lad  winter,  and  two  years 
fince  his  former  complaint,  an  inflammation 
again  feized  the  left  eye.  The  child  took 
much  phyfic,  yet  the  pain  and  inflammation 
no  ways  abating;  on  the  contrary,  the  eye 
rather  growing  more  dim ;  after  three  months 
the  parents  applied  again  to  me ;  when  I  per¬ 
ceived  in  die  cornea ,  oppofite  to  the  pupil, 
a  confiderable  ulcer  that  would  have  held  a 
middle  fized  vetch ;  the  child  was  not  able 
to  bear  with  that  eye  the  lead  glimpfe  of 

lights 
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light*  the  featon  was  opened  afrefh  in  his 
neck,  and  it  feemed  to  difcharge  fufficiently 
for  above  a  month,  yet  the  eye  neither  grew 
eafier  nor  clearer ;  I  then  ordered  the  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  twice  a  day>  and  a  common  fpoon- 
ful  of  red  port  wine  after  each  dofe;  and 
likewife  a  fpoonful  or  two  more  in  the  day : 
in  three  weeks  he  took  two  ounces  of  bark. 
The  external  application  (the  aqua  opthal - 
mica  Edinburgenjis)  was  the  fame  all  along ; 
the  ulcer  cicatrized,  the  inflammation  totally 
difappeared  in  a  month,  and  he  is  now  well. 

CASE  VI. 

A  Clergyman,  aged  fifty  three*  who  had 
lived  luxurioufly,  being  withal  inactive,  and 
naturally  indolent,  grew  cache&ic,  breathed 
fhort  upon  motion,  his  legs  fwelled,  and 
one  of  them  was  feized  with  a  St.  Anthony’s 
fire;  which  was  followed  by  a  fmall  fore, 
that  gleeted  plentifully,  but  would  not  heal 
he  took  two  or  three  dofes  of  phyflc,  and 
then  began  the  bark  with  fome  drops  of  a 
bitter  elixir:  his  fore  contracted  and  healed  : 
the  fwelling  of  his  legs  fubfided,  he  breathed 

O  freer 
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freer  and  eafier,  grew  and  looked  better: 
he  took  about  feven  ounces  of  bark  in  feven 
weeks,  and  continued  well  for  fome  months  ^ 
but  being  ftill  imtemperate  and  inactive,  he 
relapfed;  the  fore  broke  out  again  in  his 
leg;  he  went  to  Bath,  but  drank  very  little 
of  the  waters :  after  his  return  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  he  had  a  bilious  fever,  which  went  off, 
but  without  any  crifis,  and  after  a  few  weeks 
a  new  attack  of  the  fever  proved  fatal. 

The  efficacy  of  the  bark  in  ulcers  mali- 
nioris ,  femigangrenous  fores,  &c.  will  fur¬ 
ther  appear  from  the  following  cafe,  to 
which  I  could  add  many  more,  if  needful. 

CASE  VII. 

Mrs.  T — -in  St—— d,  had  enjoyed  good 
health  kill  about  the  fixty-fourth  year  of  her 
age,  when  becoming  melancholy  upon  the 
death  of  her  only  child,  tumours  of  the  fize 
of  a  chefnut  began  to  form  on  her  legs  and 
thighs,  at  firit  pale  and  without  pain,  but 
gradually  inflaming  and  breaking.  As  fhe 
Would  not  permit  them  to  be  opened,  when 
I  firfc  faw  her,  which  was  after  (he  had  been 

confined 
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confined  with  this  diforder  eight  months, 
I  found  her  pale,  emaciated,  weak  and  low, 
from  long  pain,  watchings,  and  a  great  dis¬ 
charge  of  fanies  from  the  lower  extremities, 
how  grown  very  cedematous  and  almoft  half 
rotten  with  ulcers  of  different  dimenlions, 
but  all  fetid,  foul,  gangrenous,  and  many  of 
them  very  large  :  to  mitigate  her  fufferings, 
fhfe  had  been  obliged  at  laft  to  take  the 
quantity  of  nine  or  ten  grains  of  crude  opium 
daily.  She  had  tried  mercurial  alteratives, 
decodtions  of  the  woods,  lime-water,  &c. 
without  any  relief,  and  could  have  no  ftool 
without  taking  a  ftrong  purge  every  fourth, 
fifth,  or  fixth  day,  as  fhe  would  not  fubmit 
to  the  ufe  of  clyflers:  fomentations,  with 

«r  y  J 

proper  digeftives,  were  ordered  :  at  the  fame 
time  file  took  of  an  eledtuary  made  of  con - 
ferv .  cochlear .  hortenf  p .  cortic.  peruv.  &  ari 
€ompof,  &c.  thrice  a  day,  and  a  purging 
ptifan  occafionally  ;  but  as  frequent  purging 

affedted  her  appetite  and  ftrength,  affes  milk 
and  Pyrmont  water  were  diredted  to  a  pint 
and  a  half  daily;  by  the  ufe  of  thefeand  the 
cortex  as  above,  or  along  with  the  antifcor- 
butic  juices,  to  the  dofe  of  one  drachm,  or 

O  2  four 
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fcruples  of  the  cortex  a  day,  She  was  greatly 
relieved  ;  the  itching  fcurfy  puftles  on  her 
arms  and  body  leffened  greatly,  the  fuel¬ 
lings  of  her  legs  abated,  and  the  fores  dis¬ 
charged  lefs  ^  the  matter  became  of  a  better 
confidence,  and  many  of  the  ulcers  healed  -y 
Ihe  was  allowed  to  take  the  air  in  a  coach, 
as  the  weather  then  permitted  it,  and  was  able 
to  reduce  her  dofe  of  opium  to  one  half. 

Yet  the  inveterate  itching  about  the  fores 
occasioned  her  Scratching  them  fo  much, 
while  afleep,  that  the  old  fears  would  break 
out  again,  Sometimes  in  one  night’s  time,  to 
the  breadth  of  an  inch.  Thus  however  the 
fores  were  reduced  in  general  to  a  Small 
number  and  compafs  on  both  legs  before 
the  autumnal  equinox.  After  this,  a  cold 
feafon  Setting  in,  we  were  at  a  full  Slop  5 
mild  cathartics,  and  the  antiforbutics,  with¬ 
out  the  bark,  were  tried  ;  but  the  pain,  and 
increafe  of  the  Sores  convinced  us  foon  of 
our  error.  We  therefore  had  recourfe  again 
to  the  bark:  when  a  frefh  inflammation  and 
prodigious  fweilin'g  of  the  left  leg  and  thigh, 
of  the  erylipelatous  kind,  obliged  us  to  make 
■evacuations,  foment,  &c.  in  the  interim  the 

right 


Medical  Qbfervaiims  and  Inquiries .  197 

right  leg  healed;  but  the  fores  on  the  left 
were  very  troublefome  to  cicatrize ;  the  old 
fores  often  breaking,  (lie  went  on  with  the 
bark  to  two  drachms  mod  days,  and  towards 
the  approach  of  fpring,  all  the  fores  healed 
up ;  file  took  the  cortex  therefore  near  three 
quarters  of  a  Year  :  if  at  any  time  (lie  omit¬ 
ted  it,  the  ulcers  were  at  a  (land,  or  dis¬ 
charged  a  gleet,  and  fpread  like  a  gangrene  : 
her  not  yielding  to  lie  in  bed,  no  doubt, 
much  retarded  the  cure.  When  the  cold 
weather  began,  (he  left  off  the  Pyrmont  wa¬ 
ter  and  affes  milk,  and  made  a  trial  of  tar- 
water,  but  without  effed;  nor  indeed  did 
any  thing  but  the  cortex  feem  to  avail.  For 
the  fcurfy  pimples  and  itching  in  her  (kin,  I 
fent  her  to  Buxton;  where  (he  was  com- 
pleatly  reftored  in  one  month,  and  returned 
quite  well. 

After  two  years,  her  fores  broke  out  again, 
and  an  eminent  furgeon  of  the  place  cured 
them;  but  not  without  a  plentiful  ufe  of  the 
bark,  as  I  advifed  him  to  confide  chiefly 
therein. 

Let  me  now  fubjoin  a  refiedion  or  two  on 
the  foretroins;  cafes. 

o  o 

O  3 
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From  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  and  fourth, 
it  is  evident,  that  in  tumefied  glands,  where 
the  habit  happens  to  be  feeble,  and  the  cir¬ 
culation  week,  from  conflitution  or  accident, 
bark  is  a  moft  efficacious  medicine;  and, 
what  is  remarkable,  a  &  as  a  refolvent  and 
difcutient;  for  we  fee  it  here  refolving  tu¬ 
mefied  glands  without  fuppuration,  contrary 
to  the  prevailing  opinion,  and  direffions  of 
fome  men  a  of  great  name,  and  that,  even  in 
cafes,  where  fomething  critical  appeared  to 
have  been  thrown  upon  the  glands.  But  I 
am  not  Angular  in  this  opinion,  for  the  cau¬ 
tious  Ballonius,  in  his  firft  book  of  epide¬ 
mics,  fpeaking  of  parotids,  fays,  that  every 
means  ought  to  be  ufed  to  prevent  their  fup¬ 
puration  b.  Neither  did  Hippocrates  find 
the  fuppuration  of  them  ufeful  without  other 
figns  of  coftion  c. 

In 

a  Vide  Mead  de  Variolar,  infitione.  p.  86,  &c. 
b  Procurandum  omni  ftudio  ne  parotides  fuppurent, 
pam  et  longitudjne  opus  habent  et  fepe  in  chceradas 
abeunt  quum  fuppurant.  Ballon.  Lib.  1.  Epidem. 

c  Parotides  parum  prodeft  in  empyema  mutari  ac 
fiflulari,  quando  urinae  redduntur  pepafmi  expertes  ut 
in  cujufdam  Synci  fullonis  ancilla  Hippocrates  anno- 
tayit  i  primo  epidem.  Vide  L.  Duret .  in  Coac .  p.  509; 
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In  children,  they  often  retire  without  any 
fenfibie  ill  confequence,  altho’  they  appeared 
to  have  been  the  crifis  of  fome  of  their  fevers. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  appeal  to  the  experi¬ 
enced  and  candid,  and  fhould  be  glad  to 
know,  if  they  have  often  fucceeded  in  re- 
folving  obftruftions  of  the  glands  by  mercu¬ 
rials,  alcetics.,  attenuants,  fweetners,  dryers, 
and  diuretics,  fuch  as  dec  Gila  ex  lignis ,  the 
t  eft  ace  a ,  lapis  fpongice ,  aqua  calcis ,  or  mille¬ 
pedes^  &c.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  very 
rarely  feen  any  good  done  by  them  in  fcro- 
phulous  cafes,  as  they  neither  prevented  the 
fuppuration  of  tumours  already  forming, 
nor  feemed  to  mend  the  habit,  or  general 
health  of  the  patient,  nor  of  confequence 
prevented  a  relapfe. 

To  the  fifth  cafe,  I  might  have  added 
fome  others,  where  the  good  efiedls  of  the 
bark  were  no  lefs  manifeft  in  the  ophthalmia 
ftrumofa ,  but  they  feem  unneceffary  as  this, 
mentioned  here,  fully  difcovered  the  power¬ 
ful  virtue  of  this  medicine  immediately,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  any  other  aid, 

4r 

the  colly  rium  excepted;  which,  during  the 
yfe  of  the  evacuations,  availed  nothing. 

Upoa 
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Upon  the  authority  of  Hippocrates  and  Ga¬ 
len  d  I  ventured  in  this  and  other  fimilar  ca¬ 
fes,  to  recommend  wine  (merum)  after  the 
general  fyftem  of  the  veflels  was  already 
abundantly  emptied. 

From  the  fixth  and  feventh  cafes  may 
be  learned,  how  much  can  be  done  with 
the  bark  in  cachexies,  with  foul  obftinate 
ulcers,  in  gleety  phagedenic  and  femigarw 
grenous  fores,  &c.  and  indeed  in  thefe  and 
in  the  treatment  of  gangrenes,  and  mor¬ 
tifications,  I  have  often  feen  fuch  incon- 
teftable  evidences  of  its  virtue  and  efficacy, 
that  I  cannot  but  be  greatly  furprized  to  fee 
feme  practitioners,  of  credit  and  extenfive 
experience,  calling  its  power  in  thefe  cafes  in 
queftion,  and  am  the  more  concerned  at  it, 

that  fuch  names  and  authority  mu  ft  carry  fo 
much  weight,  as  to  prevent  many  from  hav¬ 
ing  recourfe  to  this  excellent  remedy  in  cafes 
where  I  cannot  but  think,  it  would  do  great 
fervice. 

xviii.  An 

d  Vide  Galen  in  Jrlippocr .  Aph.  6.  Lib.  &  31.- 


I 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,.  20 1 

XVIII.  An  Account  of  the  Leprofy,  in  the 
Canton  of  Martigues  in  Provence,  extract¬ 
ed  from  a  French  letter  to  Dr.  Clephane, 
from  Dr.  Joannis  a  Phyfician  at  Aix. 
Dated  October  15,  1755. 

IN  a  town  called  le  Martigues,  fituated 
on  the  coaft  of  Provence,  betwixt  the  fea 
and  the  lake  Barra,  there  is  an  hofpital  call¬ 
ed  St.  Lazare,  which  has  been  eftablifhed 
time  immemorial.  Nothing  is  found  in  the 
archives  of  that  town  relating  to  its  origin. 
In  this  hofpital  are  fhut  up  all  fuch  perfons 
as  are  attacked  with  the  Leprofy,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  exa£t  account. 

It  has  been  a  conftant  obfervation  that  all 
thofe  who  haye  the  leaven  of  this  difeafe  in 
the  mafs  of  blood,  begin  to  perceive  a  fuel¬ 
ling  in  the  calves  of  their  legs,  reaching  as 
far  as  the  tendo  achillisy  when  the  difeafe, 
from  any  external  caufe  whatfoever,  is  dif- 
pofed  to  fhew  itfelf.  Soon  after  which  thefe 
parts  become  infenfible,  and  the  fwelling 
more  confiderable;  but  the  fingers,  tho’  ap¬ 
plied  with  force,  leave  no  marks,  as  in  the 
common  f edema . 


This 
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Th  is  dwelling,  inflation  or  tumour  increafes 
infenflbly,  and  extends  itfelf  through  the 
whole  leg  from  the  toes  to  the  knee.  The 
veins  are  inlarged  and  become  varicous ;  the 
ikin  appears  covered  with  thick  fcales,  which 
render  it  hard  and  unequal 5  and  at  length, 
when  the  legs  have  acquired  a  confiderable 
bulk,  there  come  on,  above  thefe  fcales,  knobs, 
or  fchirrous  tubercles  about  the  bignefs  of  nuts, 
the  ikin  preferving  flill  its  natural  colour. 

It  is  not  long  before  all  thefe  fymptoms 
appear  on  the  face  where  the  fkin  grows 
thick,  and  forms  large  wrinkles'  full  of  the 
like  fchirrous  tubercles,  which  make  thefe 
poor  wretches  look  frightful.  Neither  the 
arms  nor  hands  are  always  exempt  from  the 
terrible  eftedts  of  this  malady.  Alfo,  the 
fkin  gradually  grows  thicker,  and  tumours 

appear  on  it  principally  about  the  joints. 

Thefe  people  continue  in  this  condition 
fometimes  for  years,  without  fuffering  much, 
and  difcharging  very  well  all  their  functions; 
but  after  this  firft  flage  of  the  difeafe,  their 
voice  grows  hoarfe,  and  an  ulcer  is  always 
perceived  in  the  throat,  which  fometimes 

.eats 
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eats  away  the  palate,  and  ravages  the  inward 
parts  of  the  nofe.  Their  breath  is  infupporU 
able,  their  gums  quite  ulcered,  their  teeth 
carious,  and  the  whole  countenance  of  a  lu 
vid  hue.  The  fchirrous  tumours  abovemen- 
tioned,  after  having  acquired  their  utmoft 
degree  of  extenfion,  crack  and  degenerate 
into  ulcers  5  which  furnifh  a  very  ill  conditi¬ 
oned  pus,  of  an  afh  colour,  ferous  and  very 
fetid;  the  furgeons,  who  have  the  care  of 
dreffing  them,  have  allured  me,  that  they 
have  fometimes  found  worms  in  them  ;  per¬ 
haps  this  might  happen  beqaufe  they  were 
too  feldom  drefied.  The  bones  beneath  the 
ulcers  were  carious,  and  large  fcales  were 
taken  from  them.  Some  of  thefe  wretches 
have  at  length  loft  their  fingers  and  toes  by 
the  pus,  which  infinuated  itfelf  among  the 
joints,  and,  corroding  the  ligaments,  obliged 
the  phalanges  to  feparate :  but  there  have  hap¬ 
pen’d  very  few  fuch  Cafes.  They  are  feiz- 
ed  with  a  fever,  and  then  from  the  fuppura- 
'tion  of  the  tumours,  die  fmell  of  their  per- 
fpiration  and  fweats  is  intolerable.  They  in¬ 
fen  libly  fall  into  a  marafmus ,  and  at  length 
after  about  three  or  four  years  of  fuffering 
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they  quit  a  life,  the  continuance  of  which 
is  no  ways  defirable. 

This  may  fuffice  for  the  general  hiftory 
of  this  diilemper,  which  paffes  from  the 
parents  to  their  children  and  grand  children, 
and,  in  the  fourth  generation,  feems  to  be 
wearing  out.  There  then  remain  only  a 
flunking  breath,  carious  teeth?  fwelled  gums3 
and  a  livid  countenance.  At  the  fame  time 

,  ■  r  ■  * 

there  are  fome  who  have  none  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  but  feem  to  enjoy  perfect  health. 

The  lepers  of  thofe  parts  are  very  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  but  they 
bear  the  cold  better  than  heat,  for  they  dare 
not  approach  the  fire  in  winter,  on  account 
of  the  violent  itching  it  occafions  in  the  dif~ 
eafed  parts. 

It  is  rarely  feen  that  the  hufband  commu¬ 
nicates  the  difeafe  to  his  wife  born  of  healthy 
parents  3  tho5  fhe  may  bring  into  the  world 
children  that  in  time  die  of  this  leprofy.  We 
even  find  perfons  attacked  by  the  difeafe^ 
tho*  born  of  parents  who  appeared  to  enjoy 
perfect  health,  and  owed  their  death  to  a 
quite  different  caufe. 


Our 
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Our  lepers  have  a  great  propenfity  to  ve- 
nery,  even  more  than  before  the  difeafe  ap¬ 
peared  upon  them. 

The  inhabitants  of  le  Martigues  think  that 
a  fright  is  one  of  the  caufes  that  produce  the 
leprofy,  which  they  prove  from  fuch  exam¬ 
ples  as  I  am  about  to  relate.  For  my  part,  I 
believe  this  may  be  a  means  of  bringing  the 
difeafe  forth,  when  the  feeds  of  it  are  already 
in  the  confiitution,  but  cannot  be  the  original 
caufe  of  it8  To  this  caufe  they  join  another, 
derived  from  the  practice  of  eating  fifh  im¬ 
mediately  upon  its  being  taken  out  of  the  fea, 
after  boiling  it  for  a  very  fhort  time  in  the 
fait  water.  They  even  foak  bread  in  this 
water  in  which  their  fifh  has  been  boiled, 
eating  it  with  much  pleafufe,  and  like  it  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  fifh  itfelf. 

As  1  do  not  intend  to  meddle  with  the  caufes 

'U  1 

which  produce  this  difeafe  in  general,  nor 
to  examine  what  it  is  that  in  feds  the  mafs 
of  blood,  I  fhall  not  enlarge  on  that  head  2 
but  fhall  content  myfelf  with  pointing  out 
the  remedies  which  have  been  employed  to 
affwage  it  •.  no  body  hitherto  having  enter¬ 
tained  any 

the 


hopes  of  a  radical  cure.  In  this 
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the  moderns  have  not  been  more  fuccefsful 
than  the  antients :  touched  with  compafliori 
at  the  fight  of  fuch  miferable  objects,  they 
have  been  induced  to  try  if  they  could  mode¬ 
rate  the  violence  of  this  cruel  malady ;  for 
which  purpofe  they  have  had  recourfe  to 
fweetners,  diluents,  attenuants,  fudorifics, 
antifcorbutics,  mercurials,  fulphur  both  in¬ 
ternally  and  externally,  viper  broths  and 
whey,  fometimes  joined  with  fudorifics,  and 
fometimes  with  antifcorbutics ;  but  all  thefe 
remedies  have  had  little  or  no  effed.  At  pre- 
fent  they  content  themfelves  with  preferring 
a  mild  and  moift  diet,  and  leave  them  to 
wait  the  laft  moment,  which  is  to  free  them 
from  their  fufferings. 

Such  were  the  remedies  formerly  ufed  at 
le  Martigues,  and  which  are  ftill  fometimes 
employed  to  encounter  this  difeafe :  thofe 
who  are  attacked  by  it,  live  a  longer  or 
fhorter  time,  according  to  the  force  of  their 
conftitutions.  I  will  now  relate  you  fome 
cafes  which  may  ferve  to  confirm  and  illu* 
ftrate  what  I  have  already  advanced. 

A  failor  of  about  30  years  of  age,  that  he 
might  be  exempt  from  ferving  the  king,  told 

the 
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the  commiflary  of  the  navy,  that  he  had  the 
misfortune  of  being  attacked  by  the  leprofy. 
The  phyfician*  on  examining  him,  found  no 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  but  the  total  lofs  of 
fenfation  in  his  legs  and  feet.  They  pricked 
and  pinched  violently  his  legs,  and  pulled 
oft  the  hairs,  which  grew  there  in  great 
plenty,  without  his  fhewing  the  leaf!  fenfi- 
bility.  He  was  declared  a  leper  from  thefe 
proofs  alone.  Six  months  after,  his  legs  and 
his  feet  fwelled  ;  at  length  came  on  many 
tubercles  or  fchirrous  tumours,  which  fome- 
time  after  appeared  on  the  face,  the  arms, 
the  hands,  and  the  fingers  j  ulcerations  of 
the  gums  foon  followed,  with  a  ftinkin? 
breath  and  a  hoarfe  voice.  At  length  cracks 
appeared  in  the  tumours,  in  which  ulcers 
were  formed  with  a  large  fuppuration,  and 
the  patient  became  confumptive,  and  died. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  he  com¬ 
plained  of  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  bloody  plugs  which  flopped 
up  his  noftrils,  and  he  was  very  much  re¬ 
lieved  when  his  wife  pulled  them  out.  Six 
months  before  his  death,  he  felt  a  heavy 
pain  at  the  crown  of  his  head,  and  weight 
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in  the  epigaftric  region,  which  fatigued 
him  very  much.  Twenty-four  hours  before 
he  drew  his  laft  breath,  he  pbliged  his  wife 
to  lie  with  him,  and  had  knowledge  of  her 
more  than  once,  in  fpite  of  all  the  repre- 
fentations  ihe  could  make  to  the  contrary. 
She  acknowledged  that  her  huiband  was 
more  difpofed  to  confer  his  favours  fmce  his 
illnefs,  than  before.  The  health  of  both 
this  woman  and  .  her  daughters  is  fuch,  that 
they  have  no  manner  of  complaint  Sha 
afcribes  the  catife  of  her  huiband’s  difeafe 
to  a  fright  occafioned  by  a  ftorm  during  the 
time  of  his  hiking  on  the  Lake  of  Barra.  It 
was  with  difficulty  that  he  got  home ;  the 
repeated  flaihes  of  lightning  enabled  him  to 
hnd  his  way  thither.  •  On  his  arrival,  it  was 
a  matter  of  freffi  concern  to  him  to  hnd  that 
his  brother  was  not  returned,  who  had  been 
a  hiking  with  him,  but  in  another  boat.  He 
fancied,  that  not  being  able  to  weather  the 
ftorm,  he  had  been  drowned  ;  the  thoughts 
whereof  drove  him  to  difpair,  and  he  remained 


a  long  time  in  this  htuation,  as  it  was  very 
late  before  his  brother  arrived.  His  wife 
obferved  the  concern  he  was  in,  and  had 

him 
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him  blooded  the  next  morning:  his  blood 
h2d  a  buff  fize,  with  a  greenilh  ferum.  It 
has  even  been  remarked,  that  all  the  blood, 
that  is  drawn  from  the  lepers  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  is  of  the  fame  nature.  A  little  time 
after  this,  the  fymptoms  appeared  :  but  his 
wife  imagined  he  had  feigned  them  to  avoid 
being  forced  into  the  king's  fervice  5  becaufe 
none  of  the  family  had  ever  been  attacked 
by  this  dileafe* 

There  is  a  woman  at  Martigues,  who 
has  fome  fymptoms  of  the  leprofy,  but 
which  do  not  yet  fhow  themfelves  upon  her 
face.  Tho’  her  brother  and  filer  are  dead  of 
this  difeafe  in  the  hofpital  of  St.  Lazare ; 
yet  I  was  allured  that  their  father  and  mo¬ 
ther,  .  and  even  their  grandfathers,  had  never 
had  it;  or  lay  under  any  fufpicion  of  that 
kind  :  -and  that  what  occasioned  it  in  their 
children,  was,  that  their  father  being  much 
■addidted  to  drink  wine  immoderately,  and 
being  of  a  violent  temper,  and  not  mailer  of 
his  paffions,  had  purfued  them  with  a  gun  in 
his  hand  to  the  top  of  the  houfe;  where  they 
had  taken  refuge,  being  in  fear  of  their  lives; 
and  that  this  fright,  and  their  continual  ap~ 

P  prehenfons. 
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prehenfions,  had  been  the  caufe  of  their  be¬ 
coming  leprous. 

We  have  here  two  inftances  which  feem  to 
prove  that  terror  is  capable  of  producing 
the  leprofy  ;  but,  as  I  faid  before,,  I  cannot 
be  of  this  opinion  :  tho'  I  think  it  may  make 
the  difeafe  fhew  itfelf?  yet  it  can  never  pro¬ 
duce  it:  for  if  that  was  the  cafe,  it  would 
be  common  in  all  other  countries. 

The  leprous  infedlion  is  of  a  different  na¬ 
ture  from  that  of  the  pox.  It  is  not  fo  eafily 
communicated ;  nor  will  it  yield  to  the  fame 
remedies.  On  the  contrary,  its  virulence  is 
increafed  by  them,  and  they  make  it  break 
out  with  more  violence.  This  has  been  par¬ 
ticularly  experienced,  when,  after  due  pre¬ 
parations,  mercurial  friftions  have  been 
ufed. 


XIX.  Ex- 


Medical  Olfervatiom  and  Inquiries.  2  it 


5CIX.  Extract  of  a  "Letter  from  Cadwalla~ 
der  Colden,  Efq,  to  Dr.  Fothergill,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Throat-Diftemper.  Read 
Dec.  2 4*  1753. 

Coldenham  in  New  Torki  051.  1,  17534 

SIR , 

; - -  Before  I  proceed  in  giving  an  account 

of  the  ihroat'-diflempery  it  is  proper  to  tell 
you,  that  I  have  not  had  opportunities  for 
obferving  all  the  appearances  which  it  has 
made.  I  have  feen  it  only  in  my  own  fami¬ 
ly,  and  in  a  few  neighbours  in  the  country* 
to  whom  I  fometimes  give  advice,  when 
they  Cannot  obtain  affiftance  otherwife :  hav¬ 
ing  entirely  laid  afide  the  practice  of  phyfle 
upwards  of  twenty  years.  What  I  chiefly 
learned,  was  from  the  late  Dr.  Douglafs  of 
Bofton,  a  gentleman  of  great  {kill  in  medi¬ 
cine,  and  an  accurate  obferver,  having  cor- 
refponded  with  him*  while  this  diftemper 

was  frequent  in  the  part  of  the  country  where 
I  live. 

The  firft  appearance  of  the  throat-di[lem- 
per  was  at  Kingfton,  an  inland  town  of 
New  England,  about  the  year  1735;  and 

P  %  a! 
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as  this  town  has  no  foreign  trade,  it  may  be 
concluded,  that  the  difeafe  was  not  imported. 

It  fpread  from  thence,  and  moved  gradu¬ 
ally  weftward,  fo  that  it  did  not  reach  Hud- 
lb  if  s  river,  till  near  two  years  afterwards. 
It  continued  fome  time  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Hudfon’s  river,  before  it  pafied  to  the  weft, 
and  appeared  firft  in  thofe  places,  to  which 
the  people  of  New  England  chiefly  reforted 
for  trade,  and  in  the  places  through  which 
they  travelled. 

It  continued  to  move  wefterly,  till,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  it  has  at  la  ft  fpread  overall  the  Britifh 
colonies  on  the  continent. 

Though  what  I  have  mentioned  feems 
evidently  to  fhew,  that  this  difeafe  was  pro¬ 
pagated  by  infection,  yet  it  did  not  fpread  in 
the  fame  manner  contagious  diftempers  ufu- 
ally  do:  for  children  and  young  people  were 
only  fubjedt  to  it,  with  a  few  exceptions  of 
fome  above  twenty  or  thirty,  and  a  very  few 
old  people  who  died  of  it.  Neither  did  it 
fpread  equally  to  all  places,  that  were  equally 
expofed  to  the  infection.  The  poorer  fort  of 
people  were  more  liable  to  have  this,  difeafe 
than  thole  who  lived  well,  with  all  the  con¬ 
veniences 
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veniehcies  of  life.  It  has  been  more  fatal  in 
the  country  than  in  great  towns.  People  of 
a  fcorbutic  habit  were  mod  fubjedt  to  it, 
and  they  who  fed  on  pork,  or  lived  on  wet 
and  low  grounds.  In  feme  places,  only  a 
few  perfons  or  families  were  feized,  while, 
in  others,  all  efcaped.  In  fome  families,  it 
palled  like  a  plague  through  all  their  chil¬ 
dren  5  in  others*  only  one  or  two  were  feized 
with  it.  Some  were  feized  with  it  at  fuch 
a  diflance  from  the  infedled,  that  it  could 
not  be  conceived  in  what  manner  they  could 
receive  the  difeafe  by  infection.  Some  fa¬ 
milies  had  the  difeafe  mildly,  while  others, 
in  the  fame  place,  and  at  the  fame  time,  had 
a  mod:  violent  fort. 

Ever  fince  it  came  into  the  part  of  the 
country  were  I  live,  (now  about  14  years) 
it  frequently  breaks  out  in  different  families 
and  places,  without  any  previous  obfervable 
caufe;  but  does  not  fpread,  as  it  did  at  hi  ft. 
Sometimes  a  few  only  have  it  in  a  consider¬ 
able  neighbourhood.  It  feems  as  if  fome 
feeds,  or  leven,  or  fecret  caufe  remains, 
where  ever  it  goes:  for  I  hear  of  the  like 
obfervations  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

P  Several 


£14  Medical  Obfermtions  and  Inquiries. 

Several  have  been  obferved  to  have  had  k 
more  than  once. 

The  feeds  of  this  difiemper  feem  to  be 
hatching,  in  the  humours  of  che  body,  be¬ 
fore  any  particular  fymptoms  cf  it  appear  : 
for  children  have  been  obferved  to  languidly 
for  fome  time,  before  the  difeafe  manifefted 
itfelf  i  and  a  corrofive  humour  bred  i  1  their 
iffues,  or  in  other  fores,  when  they  had 
any,  and  any  conftitutional  ails  were  fome- 
times  revived.  When  the  distemper  becomes 
pbvious,  it  has  the  common  fympmms  au 
tending  a  fever,  except  that  a  naufea  or  vo¬ 
miting  are  feldom  obferved  to  accompany  it. 
It  is  attended  with  a  moift  putrid  heat,  the 
|kin  being  feldom  parched.  The  pulfe  i§ 
ufually  low,  but  frequent  and  irregular  :  the 
•countenance  dejedted,  wkhlownefs  of  fpirits: 
no  confiderable  thirft:  the  tongue  much 
furred,  and  the  furring  fometimes  extends 
all  over  thp  tonfils,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach.  At  other  times,  in  the  milder  kind, 
the  tonfils  appear  only  fwelled,  with  white 
fpecks  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  or  half 
an  inch  diameter,  which  are  thrown  off, 
from  time  to  time,  in  tough  cream  coloured 
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floughs.  When  thefe  come  off,  the  tonfils 
appear  deeply  pitted  and  corroded,  and  the 
floughs  are  foon  again  renewed.  Sometimes 
all  the  parts  near  the  gullet  or  throat  are 
much  fwelled,  both  inwardly  and  outward¬ 
ly,  fo  as  to  endanger  a  fuffocation,  and  fre¬ 
quently  mortify:  but  moft  generally  the 
fwelling  inwardly  is  not  fo  much  as  to  make 
fwallowing  difficult.  Sometimes  thefe  fwel- 
lings  impofthumate. 

In  different  years,  and  different  perfons, 
the  fymptoms  are  various.  In  fome  feafons 
it  has  been  accompanied  with  miliary  erup¬ 
tions  all  over  the  Ikin;  and,  at  fuch  times, 
the  fymptoms  about  the  throat  have  been 
mild,  and  the  difeafe  generally  without  dan¬ 
ger,  if  not  ill  treated.  Some  have  had  fores 
like  thofe  on  the  tonfils,  with  a  corrofive 
humour,  behind  their  ears,  on  the  private 
and  other  parts  of  the  body,  fometimes  with¬ 
out  any  ulceration  in  the  throat. 

The  laft  complaint  commonly  is  of  an 
oppreffion  or  ftraitnefs  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  cheft,  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
a  deep  hollow  hoarfe  cough,  ending  in  a  li- 

P  ±  vid 
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vid  ftrangled-like  countenance,  which  is  foon 

followed  by  death. 

This  difeafe  is  not  often  attended  with  that 
lofs  of  ftrength  that  is  ufual  in  other  fevers; 
fo  that  many  have  not  been  confined  to  their 
beds,  but  have  walked  about  the  room,  till 
within  an  hour  or  two  of  their  death  :  and 
it  has  often  appeared  no  way  dangerous  to 
the  attendants,  till  the  fick  were  in  the  laft 
agonies;  though  the  patients  themfelves  are 
generally  dejected  and  apprehenfive,  which 
by  others  is  too  often  attributed  only  to  a 
lownefs  of  fpirits.  Some  died  on  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day;  others  on  the  fourteenth  or  fif¬ 
teenth;  feme  even  later:  and  fometimes 
the  corruption  or  putrefaction  of  the  humours 
is  fo  great,  before  any  remarkable  fymptoms 
appear,  that  nature  is  not  able  to  raife  a  fe¬ 
ver  for  its  expulfion.  In  this  cafe,  the  fick 
die  fudden ly,  by  a  general  mortification, 
without  afenfible  ftruggle. 

It  was  not  difcovered,  by  any  anatomical 
infpedion  that  was  made,  that  any  of  the 
bowels  were  peculiarly  afie&ed;  only  the 
lungs  appeared  as  in  peripneumonia  cafes; 

but 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  2 1 7 

but  a  general  corruption  and  flench  of  the 
humours  was  very  perceptible. 

When  the  fores,  after  the  floughs  caft  off, 
appear  of  a  fiery  red,  there  is  great  danger: 
but  when  they  are  covered  with  a  black 
cruft,  it  is  a  fatal  omen-  as  alfo  when  he¬ 
morrhages  follow  on  any  flight  fcratch. 

When  this  difeafe  firft  appeared,  it  was 
treated  with  the  ufual  evacuations  in  a  com¬ 
mon  angina ,  and  few  efcaped.  In  many  fa¬ 
milies,  who  had  a  great  many  children,  all 
died ;  no  plague  was  more  deftrudlive.  Ge¬ 
nerally,  when  the  fick  fell  into  the  hands  of 
phyficians  not  acquainted  with  the  peculiar 
malignity  of  the  difeafe,  they  mifcarried. 

However  bleeding,  or  bliftering,  or  leni¬ 
ent  purgatives,  may,  on  fome  occafions,  be 
of  ufe  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe ;  all 
fenlible  evacuations  of  every  kind,  after  the 
difeafe  has  continued  fome  time,  arp  de- 
ftru&ive.  The  confequences  of  them  are, 
a  general  tendency  in  the  humours  of  the 
body  to  unfurmountable  mortifications ;  fb 
far,  that  the  orifice  made  by  the  lancet  in 
bleeding,  and  the  adjacent  parts,  mortify. 
So  like  wife  the  places  where  blifters  were 

ap- 
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applied,  mortify ;  and  the  ichor,  which  if- 
faes  from  them,  corrodes  all  the  parts  on 
which  it  diftils,  and  produces  mci  tifications. 
Mortifications  follow  on  flight  fcratcheSo  So 
general  an  acrimony  has  been  *  need  in 
the  humours  after  evacuations,  that  a  bloody 
ichor  has  continued  10  ifiuw  from  the  body, 
after  death,  till  the  corpfe  was  buried. 

Cold  air  is  always  found  to  be  prejudicial 
in  the  throat -diflemper ,  either  by  protract¬ 
ing  it,  or  throwing  it  on  the  lungs,  or  on 
fame  other  part  neceffary  for  life.  It  has 
been  frequently  obferved,  that  if  perlons, 
feemingly  recovered  and  freed  from  all  the 
manifeft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  went  into 
the  cool  air,  before  the  putrid  heat  or  ferment 
was  quite  exhaufted.,  they  had  relapfes.  All 
kind  of  flefh  meat  and  fifh  were  prejudicial ; 
and  fpirituous  liquors,  in  any  quantity,  in^ 
creafed  the  malignity  urongly  though,  from 
a  moderate  ufe  of  them,  fome  thought  they 
found  benefit,  efpecially  if  they  were  at  the 
fame  time  kept  from  the  cool  air. 

As  the  humours  in  this  difeafe  had  a  rna* 
nifeft  tendency  to  mortifications,  and  the 
Peruvian  bark,  about  this  time,  had  become 

famous 
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famous  in  their  cure,  it  was  tried  by  feveral, 
but  without  fuccefs. 

The  only  fuccefsful  method  of  cure  was 
firft  difeovered  by  Pr.  Douglafs  of  Bofton, 
in  the  year  1736,  and  publifhed  by  him; 
though,  in  the  country  places,  very  little 
minded  afterwards.  It  was  by  confining  the 
fick  to  bed,  in  a  moderate  warmth,  fo  as  to 
keep  up  conftantly  a  free  perforation,  by 
gentle  diaphoretics,  given  from  time  to  time, 
with  warm  teas.  Sage  tea  was  moft  com¬ 
monly  ufed,  This  regimen  was  to  be  con¬ 
tinued,  not  only  til!  all  the  fymptoms  difap*. 
peared,  but  for  fome  time  afterwards,  guards 
ing  carefully  again#  cold,  and  ufing  the  dia¬ 
phoretics  night  and  morning.  This  method 
I  found  fuccefsful,  not  only  in  my  own  fa¬ 
mily,  but  with  many  of  my  neighbours.  I 
only  ufed  the  ferpentaria  as  a  diaphoretic, 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  the  beft,  as  it  is  found 
to  be  a  powerful  antifeptic.  If  the  difeafe 
was  taken  in  the  beginning,  and  this  method 
purfued,  feldom  any  of  the  terrible  fymptoms 
appeared,  and  the  difeafe  went  through  its 
courfe  mildly.  The  ufe  of  the  ferpentaria 
Was  foppd  beneficial,  even  after  the  appear¬ 
ance 
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ance  of  the  bad  fymptoms,  and  recovered 
them  beyond  our  hopes.  But  care  muft  be 
taken  not  to  give  it  fo  as  to  caufe  any  fvv eat¬ 
ing,  for  fweating  was  found  to  be  as  preju¬ 
dicial  as  any  other  fenfible  evacuation. 

Dr.  Douglafs,  by  letter,  informed  me, 
that  he  found  well  dulcified  mercury  of  ufe 
in  the  throat  dijlemper ,  efpecially  when  join¬ 
ed  with  camphire.  He  thought  that  it  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  the  miliary  eruption  which 
was  found  fo  falutary  in  this  difeafe. 

Though  topical  remedies  fignify  very  little, 
where  the  general  method  of  cure  by  perfpi- 
ration  is  neglefted;  yet  they  are  never  omit¬ 
ted  ;  becaufe  there  is  no  fatisfying  the  pati¬ 
ents,  or  their  relations,  without  them.  All 
greafy  or  undluous  applications  were  mani- 
feflly  injurious. 

The  common  gargle  was  a  decodtion  of 
fumach  berries  and  jerpentaria ,  with  a  little 
alum  diffolved  in  it.  It  was  thought  proper 
to  gargle  before  they  fwallowed  any  thing. 

The  fores  on  the  tonfils  were  frequently 
touched  with  the  compound  tindlure  of  aloes 
mixed  with  honey. 

And 
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And  when  the  throat  was  fwelled  much, 
and  in  danger  of  mortification,  fomentations 
were  made  with  the  decodtion  of  the  common 
bitter  and  aromatic  herbs,  in  which  fal  ar~ 
moniac ,  or  borax,  or,  in  want  of  them,  com¬ 
mon  fait,  was  diifolved,  and  fharp  vinegar 
added.  Flannel  cloths  dipped  in  this,  and 
wrung  out  almoft  dry,  were  applied  to  the 

*  fwellings. 

A  girl  of  about  10  years  of  age,  in  my 
neighbourhood,  at  the  time  that  the  throat - 
diftemper  was  frequent  in  the  country,  had 
fores  on  her  private  parts  like  thofe  on  the 
tonfils  in  others,  but  no  fymptom  of  the 
diforder  appeared  in  her  throat  :  the  ichor , 
which  ifiued  from  them  at  times,  dried  up, 
and  then  (lie  was  feized  with  violent  pains 
in  her  belly,  which  had  continued  for  fome 
time,  and  which  {he  complained  of,  when 
my  advice  was  viC  t  ired.  I  ordered  her  to  be 
confined  to  her  bed,  and  to  take  a  large  dofe 
of  the  ferpentaria ,  which  foon  gave  her  eafe, 
and  by  continuing  the  common  diaphoretic 

•  regimen,  file  perfectly  recovered. 

It  would  be  impertinent  in  me  to  attempt 
:  any  kind  of  reafoning  with  you  on  the  na¬ 
ture 
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iure  of  this  difeafe  3  but  as  I  have  entertained 
an  opinion  of  the  fundamental  diftin&ioii 
of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  fevers,  I  gladly  em¬ 
brace  this  opportunity  of  fubmktirig  it  to 
your  judgment  and  corrections*  in  hopes 
that  you  will  favour  me  with  your  opinion 
thereon.  I  diftinguilh  the  humours  of  the 
body  into  three  different  ftages  or  claffes. 
Firfl*  that  which  circulates  only  within  the 
larger  ramifications  of  the  veins  and  arte¬ 
ries*  and  which  is  properly  called  bloody 
Secondly*  that  which  moves  flowly  in  fmallef 
ramifications  than  thofe  in  which  the  red 
globular  parts  can  pafs*  and  from  which 
the  fenfible  fecretions  are  made.  Thirdly* 
and  laftly*  that  humour  which  moves  and  is 
contained  in  ftill  finer  ramifications,  and 
which  is  fometimes  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  lymph .  This  laft  I  take  to  be  the 
principal  inftrument  in  the  vital  and  vegeta¬ 
ble  functions  of  an  animal.  I  fuppofe  that 
the  animal  food  dr  nourifhment  undergoes 
three  different  concodtions  or  digeftions,  af¬ 
ter  it  has  entered  the  courfe  of  the  circula¬ 
tion,  in  thefe  different  ramifications  5  in  all 
which*  the  humours  move  flowly.  That 

by 
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by  a  fault  in  any  one  or  more  of  thefe  diges¬ 
tions,  difeafes  of  different  kinds  are  produced, 
which  may  be  properly  diftinguifhed  and 
ranked,  according  to  the  different  flages  in 
which  thefe  humours  circulate,  and  where 
the  digeftion  is  faulty. 

I  think  that  the  feat  of  truly  inflammatory 
fevers  is  in  the  firft  ftage.  That  when  the  feat 
of  the  fever  is  in  the  fecond  ftage,  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  under  very  different  fymptoms,  as  diffe¬ 
rent  fecretions  are  more  peculiarly  affedled  by 
it.  And  laftly,that  the  fevers,  commonly  called 
nervous ,  have  their  feat  in  the  third  ftage. 

From  this  diftin&ion  it  follows,  that  the 
morbid  matter  in  the  firft  clafs  may  be  moil 
effe&ually  carried  off  by  venefeftion :  in  the 
fecond,  by  one  or  more  of  the  fenfible  fecre¬ 
tions  :  and  in  the  laft,  by  infenfible  perfpira- 
tion  only. 

I  conceive  that  the  lymph,  which  moves 
feparately  in  the  fineft  and  laft  ramifications 
of  the  veffels,  has  the  feweft  fenfible  quali¬ 
ties  of  any  of  the  humours  of  the  body ; 
and  though,  in  its  natural  ftate,  the  moft  be¬ 
nign  and  mild,  like  the  white  of  an  egg ;  yet 
is  fubjecft  to  the  greateft  alterations,  and  to 

become 
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become  the  moft  offenfive.  As  the  white 
of  an  egg,  by  putrefaction,  becomes  fo  nau- 
feous,  that  the  leaft  drop  of  it  taken  into  the 
ftomach,  or  by  any  means  mixed  with  the 
humours,  throws  the  animal  into  the  greateft 
diforder. 

I  need  not  mention  to  you,  that  feldom 
any  one  humour  can  be  vitiated  without  af¬ 
fecting  the  others ;  and  that  frequently  the 
fault  in  the  laft  concoCtion  is  owing  to  fome 
defeCt  in  the  preceding :  and  from  thefe  a 
Ikilful  phyfician  will  vary  his  method  of 
cure  in  feveral  circumltances.  But  when 

•  •  i  *  .*  A 

the  lymph  is  vitiated  by  infection,  all  the 
other  dige (lions  may  be  in  order  and  natural, 
till  they  become  afterwards  vitiated  by  the 
faulty  lymph  mixing  with  them.  This  di- 
ftinCtion  mult  deferve  the  peculiar  regard  of 
the  phyfician. 

I  think  that  all  thofe  diforders  which  are 
commonly  called  nervous,  whether  acute  or 
chronical,  really  proceed  from  fome  fault  in 
the  Ivmph ;  and  that  the  diflinCtion  of  lax 
and  rigid  fibres  is  owing  to  an  excels  or  de¬ 
fect  of  this  humour,  or  to  fome  other  fault 
in  it. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  hints,  I  am  perfuaded,  are  fuffi- 
cient  for  you  to  form  a  judgment  of  my 
opinion  in  the  claffing  of  difeafes,  how  far 
it  is  really  founded  in  nature,  and  how  far 
it  may  be  of  ufe  in  the  cure  of  difeafes. 
You  will  oblige  me  exceedingly,  by  letting 
me  know  your  opinion  freely.  If  you  think 
me  in  an  error,  I  fhall  infill  on  your  telling 
me  fo,  from  your  known  candour  and  hu¬ 
manity,  leaft  I  fhould  lead  others  into  the 
like  miftake. 

I  hope  the  following  obfervation  will  not 
be  difagreeable  to  you,  as  it  relates  to  ner¬ 
vous  fevers.  In  the  year  1746,  when  I  was 
at  Albany,  on  the  affairs  of  the  government, 
while  preparations  were  making  for  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  as  we  thought,  then  intended  a- 
gainft  Canada,  a  nervous  fever  was  epide¬ 
mical,  of  which  many  died  ;  whether  from 
the  malignity  of  the  difeafe,  or  ignorance  of 
the  pradtioners,  I  cannot  fay  :  for  in  no  dis¬ 
tempers  are  more  errors  committed  than  in 
hervous.  I  obferved  the  difeafe  in  only  one 
perfon,  a  lady.  It  had  the  appearance  of  an 
intermittent,  or  rather  remittent,  with  a  fre¬ 
quent  low  pulfe,  except  in  the  paroxyfms, 

Q  when 
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when  it  was  high,  a  dejedtion  of  fpirits,  great 
refUeilhefs,  an  entire  proftration  of  appetite, 
clammy  fweats  of  a  rancid  putrefcent  fmelk 
The  phyfician  who  attended  her  had  treated  it 
as  an  intermittent  without  fuccefs.  She  was 
brought  very  low,  and  had  an  averfion  to, all 
kind  of  medicines.  I  advifed  her  to  drink  a 
glafs  of  old  Madeira  wine,  every  four  cr  five 
hours.  She  very  Ibnfibly  recovered  by  the 
continued  life  of  the  wine,  and  fooner  than, 
could  have  been  expedted.  A  poor  man,  the 
fame  phyfician’s  patient,  hearing  of  this  lady's 
recovery,  fent  to  beg  a  bottle  of  wine.  It 
was  given  him,  but  not  without  the  phyfician’s 
confent,  who  permitted  it,  thinking  the  cafe 
defperate.  He  did  however  recover,  by  this 
means;  he  drank  a  gallon  in  a  few  days, 
and  ufed  it  more  freely  than  was  allowed. 
Several  others  in  like  manner  received  benefit 
by  wine.  I  cannot  fay  of  what  ufe  Madeira 
might  have  been  in  the  beginning  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  becaufe  the  cafes  which  came  to  my 
knowledge  of  its  benefit,  were  after  the  dif- 
eafe  had  continued  long,  and  the  fick  were 
brought  low.  It  was  obfervable  however, 
that  though  many  people  were  feized  with 

this 
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this  diftemper,  no  one  Madeira  drinker  had 
it.  One  gentleman,  who,  for  feveral  days; 
apprehended  he  had  got  the  diftemper;  (as  at 
firft  they  complain  only  of  a  general  laffi- 
tude,  and  of  being  neither  well  nor  lick,) 
told  us,  who  took  our  glafles  every  evening* 
and  kept  well,  that  he  was  refolved  to  go 
with  us  that  night.  He  drank  very  freely; 
and,  froth  that  time,  he  had  no  more  fymp- 
toms.  You  know  that  Hippqcrates  advifes 
the  ufe  of  wine  in  fome  fevers;  bat  I  quef- 
tion  if  he  ever  prefcribed  a  bottle  of  ftrong 
wine,  fuch  as  Madeira  is,  for  a  dofe. 

I  fhall  mention  one  thing  more,  as  not 
quite  foreign  to  the  fubjedt  I  write  on.  It 
has  been  commonly  believed;  that  inocula¬ 
tion  of  the  fmall  pox  was  an  invention  of  the 
Circaffians,  to  preferve  the  beauty  of  their 
women.  But  from  what  follows,  it  feems 
probable,  that  the  practice  is  much  older* 
and  that  it  came  from  Africa  originally  with 
the  diftemper  itfelf.  I  have  lately  learned 
from  my  negroes,  that  it  is  a  common  prac¬ 
tice  in  their  country,  fo  that  feldom  any  old 
people  have  the  difeafe.  They  generally  ino^ 
culate  all  their  young,  as  foon  as  the  infec- 

QL  2  tion 
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tion  comes  into  the  neighbourhood.  They 
tell  me,  that  in  the  regimen  under  it,  they 
only  abftain  from  all  flefh  meat,  and  drink 
plentifully  of  water  acidulated  with  the  juice 
of  limes,  which  grow  large  and  plentifully 
in  their  country.  This  perhaps  may  be  worth 
obfervation  in  hot  feafons.  It  will  be  object* 
ed,  how  comes  this  not  to  have  been  fooner 
difcovered,  fince  fo  many  negroes  have  been 
for  near  loo  years  part;  all  over  the  colonies. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  we 
feldom  converfe  with  our  negroes,  efpecially 
with  thofe  who  are  not  born  among  us:  and 
though  I  learned  this  but  lately,  when  the 
fmall  pox  was  among  us  laft  fpring,  by  fome 
difcourfe  being  accidentally  overheard  among 
the  negroes  themfelves,  I  have  had  the  fame 
negroes  above  20  years  about  my  houfe,  with¬ 
out  knowing  it  before  this  time.  I  examin¬ 
ed  them  feparately,  and  am  perfuaded  that, 
as  they  live  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  town, 
they  had  never  heard  of  inoculation  among  us a ; 

'  a  Turning  over  accidentally  a  little  pamphlet,  printed 
at  Bofton  in  1722,  fince  I  wrote  what  is  above,  I  find 
that  fome  negroes  in  Bofton  had  at  that  time  aflerted, 
that  inoculation  of  the  fmall  pox  was  common  in  their 
country*  * 
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and  yet  they  defcribed  the  method  of  inocu¬ 
lation  the  fame  as  ours,  viz.  by  making  a 
fmall  cut  in  the  arm,  and  applying  a  little 
cotton  dipt  in  the  variolous  pus . 

If  what  I  have  wrote  in  any  manner  an- 
fwer  your  expectations,  I  hope  you  will  fa¬ 
vour  me  with  your  fentiments  thereon,  which 
will  greatly  oblige, 

SirM 

your  ?noJi  obedient « 
humble  fervant , 
Cadwallader  Colden. 


XX.  Un- 
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XX.  Uncommon  Nervous  Symptoms  in  a  Girl 
of  thirteen  Tears  of  Age.  By  George 
Macaulay,  M.  D .  Read  April  19, 

J756- 

#  0  ;  ■  '■  *■. 

MISS  J - -M- — 7—,  a  girl  juft  turn¬ 

ed  of  thirteen  years  of  age,  of  a 
ftrong  habit,  lively  difpofition,  and  all  her 
life  healthy,  though  of  a  pale  complexion ; 
was  twice,  at  fome  diftance  of  time,  feized 
with  a  fenfe  of  ftrangulation  about  her  throat, 
and  faintnefs:  thefe  fymptoms  were  fo  flight, 
as  fcarce  to  have  deferved  notice,  had  they 
pot  been  iucceeded  by  the  following  dif- 

*  o 

order. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  1755,  fhe  dined  on 
cold  beef,  eat  near  a  whole  large  cucumber, 
and  drank  after  it  a  great  glafs  of  cold  wa¬ 
ter,  which  was  her  ordinary  drink.  She 
was  immediately  after  feized  with  a  giddi- 
nefs,  and  that  fucceeded  by  a  ficknefs  at  her 
ftomach,  which  held  her  all  night.  The 
next  morning,  as  her  complaint  continued, 
ihe  was  vomited  with  ipecacuanha ,  which 
floweret  did  not  relieve  her. 


On 
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On  the  17th,  her  right  hand  and  arm  be¬ 
gan  to  fhake  involuntarily,  and  her  ficknefs 
went  off  5  but  ihe  had  no  appetite  for  ani¬ 
mal  food.  The  fhaking  increafed  furprifing- 
ly,  her  hand  and  elbow  moving  alternately 
almoft  fix  inches  from  her  fide,  and  extream- 
ly  quick;  and  this  when  fhe  was  afleep  as 
■well  as  awake.  The  motion  was  fo  ftrong, 
that  I  could  not  hold  her  arm  fiill  with  one 
hand  5  and  as  foon  as  it  was  confined,  the 
ether  arm  and  hand  was  feized  with  the 
fame  motion,  and  continued  to  move  till 
the  arm  firft  affeded  was  let  go ;  when  it 
immediately  returned  to  that  again,  and  the 
other  was  ftill.  I  went  farther  with  this  ex¬ 
periment.  After  confining  the  firft,  the  mo¬ 
tion,  as  I  have  find,  went  into  the  other  arm. 
I  confined  that  alfo,  and  the  motion  went 
into  her  legs  and  thighs.  They  alfo  were 
confined,  and  her  whole  body  fell  a  moving. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  that  upon  confining 
the  arm  firft  affeded,  floe  was  feized  with  a 
qualm,  which  went  off  with  a  ftart,  and  in- 
ftantaneoufly  the  other  arm  began  to  move. 
This  interval  was  very  fhort;  for  from  the 
time  that  the  motion  of  the  firft  feized  arm 

cl  4 
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was  entirely  ftopt,  till  the  other  began  to 
move,  was  not  above  three  feconds  of  time? 
and  fometimes  not  half  a  fecond.  This  ex¬ 
periment  was  repeated  feveral  times  with  the 
fame  fucceis. 

In  this  way  my  patient  continued  above  a 
fortnight;  the  motion  being  perpetual,  when 
aileep,  as  well  as  when  awake.  She  flept 
well,  and  her  appetite,  except  for  animal 
food,  was  not  amifs.  In  the  mean  time  re¬ 
medies  were  not  omitted ;  and  (he  was  vifited 
at  different  times  by  Drs.  Hunter,  Didier, 
and  Rofs,  as  well  as  myfelf.  Being  natural¬ 
ly  coftive,  fhe  was  purged  feveral  times  with 
tinB.  facr .  gifs,  and  tinB.  melampod.  gfs  5 
and,  in  the  intervals,  took  a  bolus  with  ten 
grains  of  camphire  twice  a  day.  She  thought 
the  camphire  in  fubftance  made  herfick;  fq 
it  was  diffolved  in  a  little  fpirit  of  wine  and 
vinegar,  and  given  in  a  draught  with  fome 
fimple  water.  Her  arm  was  rubbed  with  a 
flefh  brufh,  embrocated  with  the  volatile  lini¬ 
ment,  and  at  laid  blifiered,  but  all  to  nq 

On  the  29th  of  July  her  diieafe  put  on 
another  fliape.  About  ten  o’clock  in  the 

morning. 
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morning,  as  fhe  was  getting  up,  {he  was 
taken  with  a  fainting  fit,  which  held  her 
about  half  an  hour.  In  this  time,  a  fire 
broke  out  within  two  or  three  doors  of  the 
houfe  where  fhe  lived,  and  all  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  in  an  uproar.  When  fhe  re¬ 
covered  a  little  out  of  the  fit,  but  before  fhe 
came  to  her  right  fenfes,  fhe  was  fo  much 
alarmed  at  feeing  her  aunt,  with  whom  fhe 
lived,  in  tears,  that  {lie  run  about  the  houfe 
in  the  utmoft  diftraftion  I  had  been  fent 
for  on  her  firft  feizure,  and  came  immedi¬ 
ately.  By  this  time,  the  fire  was  increafed, 
the  houfe  was  in  a  blaze,  and  that  where 
tny  patient  was,  full  of  people,  affifting,  or 
ready  to  afiifl,  in  moving  the  goods.  I 
found  the  poor  girl  in  ftrong  convulfions  5  {b 
that  two  people  could  fcarcely  hold  her. 
The  fire  was  foon  extinguifhed ;  but  my  poor 
patient  continued  in  fits  a  whole  fortnight  5 
being  feldom  an  hour  and  half  free  $  and, 
for  the  moft  part,  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

The  fits  grew  ftronger  and  ftronger  for 
the  firft  three  or  four  days ;  and  at  laft  it 
was  as  much  as  three  people  could  do  to 
keep  her  in  bed.  She  was  even  mifchievous, 

and 
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and  endeavoured  to  flrike  and  bite  every  bo¬ 
dy  near  her ;  though  naturally  of  a  fweet 
and  affe&ionate  difpofition.  In  order  to 
prevent  her  hurting  herfelf  or  others,  we 
were  obliged  to  have  a  waiflcoat  for  her, 
fuch  as  is  ufed  for  mad  people,  without 
which  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  have 
managed  her.  For  fome  days  the  intervals 
were  very  fliort,  and  fhe  was  even  then 
fcarce  rightly  fenfible.  But  afterwards  fhe 
recovered  her  fenfes  in  the  intervals,  and  told 
when  the  fits  were  coming  on ;  fo  that  the 
people  about  her  prepared  accordingly,  by 
fecuring  her  hands  by  means  of  the  long 
fleeves  of  the  waiflcoat,  and  by  tying  her 
knees  together  with  a  napkin. 

This  ftage  of  the  difeafe  lafled  a  fort¬ 
night;  and  the  fits  proceeded  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  She  was  firfl  feized  with  a  faintnefs; 
her  eyes  clofed,  and  floe  continued  fo  through 
the  whole  paroxyfm.  She  fighed,  groaned, 
and  made  feveral  odd  noifes :  fhe  flruggled 
violently,  throwing  about  her  arms,  legs, 
head,  and  body,  with  amazing  ftrength  : 
flie  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  fpit:  then  fhe 
would  lye  Ail! ,  without  motion  or  refpira- 

tion, 
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don,  for  above  a  minute.  I  feveral  times 
put  a  looking  glafs  to  her  mouth  in  this 
ilate,  and  there  was  not  the  flighted:  fpeck 
to  be  feen  on  it.  Her  pulfe  too  at  this  time 
was  not  perceptible.  After  this  the  fetched 
a  deep  figh,  and  began  to  dragee  afredi. 
The  draggling  grew  weaker  by  degrees,  till 
the  came  quite  out  of  the  fit.  When  die 
had  been  in  this  way  for  about  eight  days, 
the  intervals  became  longer,  and  the  moment 
the  fit  was  over,  the  got  up,  and  fat  in  a 
chair  till  another  came  j  when  die  was  lifted 
into  bed  again. 

Towards  the  lad:,  every  fit  feemed  to  be 
divided  into  three  adts,  if  I  may  fo  term 
them,  for  die  lay  dill  twice  in  the  way  I 
have  mentioned ;  and  the  condantly  came 
out  of  them  in  the  following  manner.  She 
fil'd  drew  up  her  eyebrows,  as  if  wanting  to 
open  her  eyes ;  then  fiowly  and  deliberately 
bringing  up  her  left  hand  towards  her  right 
eye,  till  her  finger  and  thumb  touched  the 
eyelid,  the  pinched  up  the  fkin  a  little,  and 
drew  back  her  hand  with  a  jerk  ;  as  if  fhp 
wanted  to  pull  out  a  hair.  She  repeated  the 

fame  adtion  to  the  other  eyelid ;  and  then 

\ 

opening 
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opening  her  eyes,  {he  turned  her  head  every 
way  with  great  quicknefs,  and  darted  her 
eyes  from  one  fide  to  another,  to  every  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  room,  and  under  the  table,  like 
one  in  the  utmoft  fright  and  aftoniflament. 
But  (he  was  never  fenfible  that  {he  did  this, 
nor  that  {he  brought  her  finger  and  thumb 
to  pinch  her  eyelid.  This  uniform  appear¬ 
ance  continued  for  the  laft  five  or  fix  days  ; 
when  the  fits  were  fo  weak,  that  {he  was 
managed  as  {he  fat  in  her  chair  by  one 
perfon  or  two.  In  all  this  time,  {he  took 
very  little  nourifhment  till  towards  the  laft: 
fo  that  {he  was  thin,  pale,  and  weak.  What 
fleep  ihe  had  was  the  effedt  of  opiates,  thirty 
drops  of  tindl.  thebaic .  being  her  ufual  dofe. 
At  all  times  when  the  fits  were  off,  her  hand 

f  *  *  *  * 

and  arm  moved  as  before. 

The  fits  were  at  firft  fo  violent,  that  (lie 
£ould  not  be  blooded,  on  account  of  her 
flruggling;  and,  as  they  weakened,  we  did 
not  judge  bleeding  neceffary.  Her  head 
was  {hayed  and  bliftered :  and  on  the  third 
of  Auguft,  when  we  could  get  her  to  fwal- 
low  medicine.  Dr.  Rofs  and  myfelf  ordered 
for  her  as  follows. 


/ 


R  Caf- 
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R  Cajlor .  rujfi.  opt.  pulv.  cmnab .  antimon. 
a  gr.  xji.  Syr.  croci  q.f.  fiat  bolus  fextd 
qudque  bora  fiumend.  fuperbibend.  mifi. 
J'equent.  coch.  iv* 

R  Camphor  3fs,  mel.  opt .  q.  f  fiolve  probe 
et  adde  aq.  puleg.  fimpl.  §vi.  colay  et 
adde fiyr .  croci  tinSi.  croci  a  ^jii. 

She  continued  the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines, 
as  directed,  for  two  days,  and  afterwards 
twice  a  day  for  above  a  wesk. 

I  come  now  to  the  hft  ftage  of  the  di- 
(temper.  On  the  12th  day  of  Auguft,  the 
fits,  which  had  been  gradually  weakening, 
left  her  entirely.  The  (baking  of  the  arm, 
though  not  near  fo  violent,  continued ;  but 
another  grievous  lymptom  fupervened :  (lie 
totally  loft  the  ufe  of  her  legs.  Her  feet  were 
abfolutely  without  all  feeling,  fo  as  not  to  be 
fenfible  when  touched,  pinched,  or  bruifed. 
This  want  of  fenfation  extended  half  way 
up  her  legs.  Her  appetite  returned  ;  (he 
recovered  her  flefh  ;  and  ran  about  on  her 
knees  with  furprizing  agility;  for  (lie  was 
of  a  lively  ftirring  difpofition.  In  order  to 
remove  this  complaint,  every  application  was 

made, 
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made,  and  every  experiment,  that  we  could 
think  of,  was  tried.  Her  legs  and  feet  were 
ftrongly  rubbed  with  a  flefh  brufh  for  fome 
time:  the  tepid  bath,  and  acrid  applications, 
that  at  la  ft  even  raifed  blifters,  were  not 
omitted.  For  feme  days  we  made  tryal  of  the 
cold  bath  5  but  (he  was  always  chilly  and  Tick 
after  it;  fo  that  we.  did  not  perfevere  :  but 
the  fridtion  and  volatile  ftimulating  applica¬ 
tions  were  continued  ;  to  wit,  the  flefh  brufh, 
the  linimentum  volatile ,  and  bruifed  muftard- 
feed.  The  beginning  of  Oftober,  fhe  firft 
complained  of  a  little  pain  or  fmarting  from 
the  finapifm  (which  had  been  repeated  by 
intervals)  in  one  of  her  great  toes :  and,  by 
decrees  (lie  recovered  the  fenfe  and  motion 
of  her  limbs.  She  learned  to  walk  like  a 
child,  catching  hold  of  every  thing  near  her, 
or  fupporting  herfelf  betwixt  two  people. 
Soon  after  die  could  walk  with  a  Angle  prop  5 
but  it  was  fome  time  before  (lie  trufted  her¬ 
felf  alone.  About  the  middle  of  this  month 
(O&ober)  fhe  could  walk  perfectly  well ; 
and  there  only  remained,  of  all  her  com¬ 
plaints,  a  flight  motion  of  her  arm  and  hand, 
which  went  off  in  the  following  manner. 

On 
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On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  having 
fuffered  extreamly  from  the  cold  in  feeing 
the  lord  mayor's  fhew,  (he  was  feized  with 
a  pain  in  the  (houlder  of  the  moving  arm  : 
this  encreafed,  and,  when  (he  came  home, 
grew  extreamly  uneafy.  That  night  as  (he 
was  fitting  by  the  fire,  the  arm  all  at  once 
was  raifed  upwards  with  a  jerk  and  great 
pain,  and  the  hand  fixed  upon  the  top  of  the 
(houlder,  where  it  remained  immoveable. 
Her  aunt,  who  fat  by  her,  attempted  to 
bring  it  down  to  no  purpofe,  the  parts  being 
all  rigid :  but,  after  a  good  deal  of  fri&ion, 
and  bathing  with  camphorated  fpirits  of 
wine,  the  mufcl'es  relaxed,  the  arm  came 
down,  and  the  involuntary  motion  ceafed. 
From  that  day  to  this,  the  1  oth  of  April 
1756,  (he  has  enjoyed  good  health,  and 
has  been  free  from  all  her  complaints  ;  except 
that  fometimes,  on  any  great  motion,  or 
fudden  fright,  (he  has  a  little  agitation  in  her 
arm,  which  foon  goes  off.  It  may  not  per¬ 
haps  be  amils  to  obferve,  tha$£  (lie  has  never 
had  any  appearance  of  the  tnenfes. 


XXL  Of 
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XXI.  Of  the  Powers  of  Ipecacuanha  in  very 
fmall  Dofes .  By  Samuel  Pye,  M.  D .  Read 
May  3,  1756. 

THE  vinum  benediBuni ,  which,  in  the 
times  of  Dr.  Sydenham,  was  reckoned 
the  moft  mild  and  gentle  of  the  emetic 
tribe,  is  now  pretty  much  laid  afide,  and  its 
place  fupplied  by  a  milder  and  fafer  medi¬ 
cine,  Ipecacuanha .  This  is  what  that  great 
man,  the  honour  of  his  country,  and  the 
glory  of  his  profeffion,  feems,  prophetically 
as  it  were  to  have  wifhed  for  $  when  he 
fays,  cc  It  is  by  no  means  fafe,  (at  leaft  in 
“  this  fever)  [1661]  to  give  vomits  of  w- 
“  mm  benediBum  to  children,  or  to  any  un- 
<c  der  the  age  fucceeding  childhood,  not  even 
“  in  the  fmalleft  quantity.  I  could  wifh 
“  that,  in  its  {lead,  we  had  fome  more  fafe* 
“  and,  at  the  fame  time,  more  efficacious 
remedy,  endued  with  powers  fufficient  to 
<c  eradicate  that  humour,  which,  in  the  de- 
“  clination  of  the  fever,  almoft  always 
<c  threatens  us  with  a  diarrhcea.  —  It  has 
11  indeed  often  given  me  great  uneafinefs, 
«  i6  that 


, .....  s . 
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that  when  I  have  been  fent  for  to  infants 
and  children  in  fevers,  and  have  ob- 
ferved  an  indication.  Which  directed  to 
tc  the  life  of  a  medicine,  by  which  they 
cc  would  have  been  out  of  all  danger  ;  yet  I 
(c  have  never  dared  to  prefcribe  it,  for  fear  of 
cc  the  worft  confequences.”  ^ 

What  the  dodlor  longed  for*  we  pofiefs, 

0  •  .  /  r.  v 

in  the  ipecacuanha  $  a  medicine,  which  has 
fojuftly  gained  the  reputation,  not  only  of 
the  mildeft  and  fafeft,  but  aimoft  a  ipecific 
remedy,  for  many  diforders  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels ;  as  efficacious  to  root  out  every 
offending  humour,  as  the  moil;  humane  phy- 
hcian  could  defire  ;  nay,  of  fo  great  ufe,  that 
hardly  any  difeafe,  which  takes  its  origin 

from  the  ftomach,  can  be  cured  without 

.  * 

it.  , 

But  notwithftanding  the  mildnefs  of  this 
noble  medicine,  it  operates,  very  often,  with 
a  great  deal  of  violence  5  infomuch  that  the 
generality  who  (with  myfelf)  have  experi¬ 
enced  the  great  and  violent  {trainings,  pro¬ 
duced  by  twenty  grains*  dread  the  thoughts 
of  a  repetition  of  fuch  a  (hock  to  the  whole 
human  frame. 

R.  There 

*  Sydenham,  Op.  Cap.  4, 


\ 


242  Medical  Qbfervations  and  Inquiries. 

There  are  very  often  the  ftrongeft  indica¬ 
tions  for  emeticks,  in  many  cafes  befides  thofe 
of  infants  and  children,  in  which  a  phyli- 
cian  will  be  reduced  to  this  dilemma  :  if  he 
follow  nature  in  fo  dangerous  a  path,  the 
lofs  of  his  own  reputation,  or  of  an  heir  to 
a  family,  or  of  the  life  of  his  patient,  may 
be  the  reward  of  his  rafhnefs ;  if  he  do 
not  follow  fo  faithful  a  guide,  he  will  cer¬ 
tainly  lofe  his  way. 

Such  was  the  fituation  in  which  I  found 
myfelf  about  eleven  years  ago,  when  I  de- 
fpairea  of  doing  my  patient  any  fervice,  un- 
ids  I  could  vomit  her ;  and  yet,  from  the 
great  weaknefs  of  her  circumftances,  vomit¬ 
ing,  in  the  mod:  gentle  manner  I  had  ever 
feen  pradifed,  feemed  extreamly  dangerous. 
What  could  I  do  ?  In  vain  fhould  I  have 
wifhed  for  a  yet  fafer  medicine  than  Ipeca¬ 
cuanha.  However,  as  nature  led,  I  was 
determined  to  follow  but  as  fhe  always 
abhors  violent  methods,  I  longed  to  fee, 
whether,  even  here,  fhe  would  not  be  con¬ 
tented  with  a  little.  The  very  firft  trial 
fucceeded  beyond  expedition,  when  I 
found  there  was  a  method  of  abating  the 

violence 
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Violence  of  its  operation ,  by  leffening  the 
quantity,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fecuring 
the  intention  of  vomiting,  with  the  utmoft 
eafe  and  fafety,  even  in  the  weakeft  fubjeds* 

CASE  I. 

V 

Mrs.  Bendbow,  wife  of  Mr.  Bendbow 
of  St.  Paul’s  Shadwell,  about  40  years  of 
age,  had  for  fix  years  laboured  under  a  very 
bad  habit  of  body,  from  a  great  weaknefs  of 
the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  which  was  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  ^weight,  (as  (he  exprefled  it)  or 
oppreflion  on  her  ftomach,  a  lofs  of  appe¬ 
tite,  or,  when  fhe  was  able  to  eat,  ftie  gene¬ 
rally  threw  up  part  of  her  food;  wandering 
pains,  fo  me  times  in  her  fide,  at  other  times 
in  her  fhoulden  Five  years  had  pafled, 
fince  fhe  had  had  the  advice  of  a  phyfician  3 
but  finding  no  relief,  contented  herfelf  with 
what  her  apothecary  could  do  for  her,  till 
near  the  end  of  the  fixth  year;  when,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1744,  fhe  fent  for  me. 

Thd  indications  for  emeticks  appeared  fo 
plain  and  evident,  that  I  told  the  patient,  if 
I  could  vomit  her,  I  believed  I  could  be  of 
fervice  to  her.  The  name  of  a  vomit  fo 

R  2  terrified 
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terrified  her,  that  the  would  by  no  means 
have  contented  to  any  thing  of  that  kind, 
but  upon  my  declaring  to  her,  that  I  would 
only  give  her  the  mildeft  medicine  of  that 
tribe,  but  in  fo  very  fmall  a  dofe,  that  I  did 
not  know  whether  it  would  puke  her  or  no : 
in  fhort,  that  inftead  of  twenty,  or  five  and 
twenty,  I  would  order  her  only  two  grains 
of  Ipecacuanha . 

Accordingly  I  diredled  the  following 

draught. 

R  Rad.  Ipecacuan.  pulv.  gr .  ji. 

Aq.  Ladt.  alex.  §fs. 

Syr.  Violar.  3*1. 

* 

This  vomited  her  twice,  and  brought  up 
a  large  quantity  of  tough,  ropy  phlegm  ; 
the  weight  which  fhe  had  complained  of  was, 
in  a  great  meafure,  removed  from  her  flo¬ 
ra  ach,  and  her  fpirits  were  fo  much  raifed 
by  the  operation,  that  when  I  told  her  I 
fhould  give  her  another  immediately,  {lie 
defired  that  I  would  give  her  four  grains, 
inftead  of  two. 

For  the  diarrhoea  (he  took  the  following 
bolus,  every  fixth  hour. 


R  Rhei 
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R  Rhei  pulv .  gr.  jii. 

Tejl .  OJlreor.  pptt.  ^{s. 

Spec.  Diambr.  S.  0.  gr.  vi. 

/Syr.  Otff.  q.  f. 

With  thefe  medicines  fhe  had  fifteen 
ft  ools  5  which  however  were  fo  far  from 
finking  her,  that  not  only  her  fpirits,  but 
her  ftrength  were  increafed. 

The  next  day,  [the  1 8 th\  the  fame  eme¬ 
tic  draught  was  repeated ;  the  effedt  of 
which  was  three  motions  upwards,  with  the 
like  quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  vilcid 
phlegm  5  and  with  the  bolus,  which  was 
continued  as  before,  fhe  had  twelve  (tools. 

The  third  day5  [the  19 th]  by  repeating 
the  fame  emetic,  and  bolus,  (he  had  four 
evacuations  upwards,  with  near  about  the 
fame  quantity  of  phlegm  j  and  eight  down¬ 
wards. 

On  the  fourth  day,  [the  20//6]  the  fame 
puke  wrought  three  times ;  brought  up  a 
very  fmall  quantity  of  phlegm,  with  a  great 
deal  of  bile.  The  complaints  in  her  flo- 
mach,  and  pains  in  her  fide  and  fhoulder, 
being  removed  5  the  (tools  lefs  frequent ; 

R  3  and 
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and  the  griping  in  her  bowels  haying  ceafed  % 

I  vomited  her  no  more,  nor  gave  her  any 
other  medicines  than  the  following  bolus, 

R  Tejl.  OJlreor .  ppti .  3i. 

Cret.  alb .  pptt . 

jS^c.  Diambr .  £.  O.  <2^.  gr.  v. 

Cr<?r.  y.  f. 

She  took  this,  four  times  a  day,  for  four 
days  5  on  the  lad  of  which,  viz.  the  eighth 
from  my  fird  vifit,  I  took  my  leave  of  my 
patient.  She  continued  free  from  all  her 
complaints  for  many  months ;  and  upon  the 
return  of  fome  of  the  above  fymptoms,  after 
a  confiderable  time,  they  were  removed,  by 
her  taking  two  of  the  emetic  draughts,  by 
her  own  direction  ,  without  any  other  re¬ 
medy. 

The  unexpected  fuccefs  I  met  with  in 
th  is,  determined  me  to  try,  whether  the 
like  fmall  quantity  would  not,  in  any  other 
cafe,  have  a  fimilar  effedt,  in  procuring  an 
eafy  difeharge,  of  whatever  offends  the  do- 
mach ;  or  anfwer  the  intention  of  the  phy¬ 
sician,  when  nature  points  out  this  fort  of 
remedy. 


The 
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The  refult  of  my  obfervations  of  this 
kind,  for  about  thirteen  months,  may  be 
feen  in  the  following  Table  ;  where  I  have 
fet  down  the  dofe  and  its  apparent  effects, 
in  every  cafe  where  it  proved  either  emetic 
or  cathartic,  both  in  children  and  adults ; 
and  in  diarrhoeas ,  I  have  generally  taken 
notice  of  the  number  of  ftools.  Where  any 
thing  very  particular  appeared  in  any  of  the 
cafes,  I  have  hinted  it  in  a  note. 


T  A  B  L  E  of  the  Powers  of  Ipecacuanha 

in  fmall  dofes . 


October,  1744. 

No.  ofj Times  of 

| 

Patients  Names. 

Age. 

Grains. 

vomiting. 

Stools. 

. 

Mr.  Olave, 

. - 

2 

3 

Mrs.  Stinfon, 

24 

2 

5 

Capt.  El  wood, 

5° 

2 

4 

Mr.  Marti, on  -> 

the  2d  day  of  £ 

2 

4 

a  fever,  J 

Mrs.  Scot,  in  _ 

1 

they  th  month 

of  her  preg- 

**“***“■ 

2 

0 

nancy, 

R  4 


October, 
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Odiober,  1744* 
Patients  Names. 


Mifs  'Wood, 
Mrs.  Gill,  1 
Nov.  20 
— - 21 


Mifs  Arm- 
ftrong,  Nov. 

2 1 


Mrs.  Gifford, 
Lrs.  Bugby, 


Mr.  Camper  a, 


Mrs.Wi atkins, 

—  1 7 


Mrs.  Sartory, 
Mrs.  H— t, 
Dec.  19 


Age. 

No.  of  j  Times  of  j 
Grains,  vomiting. 

Stools. 

— . 

0 

JL4 

4 

— 

2 

8 

- — 

2 

6 

— 

2 

4  or  5 

— ~ 

2 

4  or  5 

2 

3 

> _ 

2 

2 

!  — 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— _ 

1  2 

O 

• — 

2 

O 

— - 

2 

O 

- — 

2 

O 

— — 

4 

O 

— 

8 

O 

-  — — 

2 

2 

D  — 

2 

2 

I  — 

2 

0 

n 

O 

2 

2 

40 

2 

c  or  6 

a  This  perfon  told  me,  that  nothing  could  make 
him  vomit :  his  apothecary  had  given  him  20  grains 
without  any  effect  December, 
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December,  1744. 
Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting 

Stools. 

Mrs.Ht.  Dec.  20 

— 

2 

4 

Mrs.  Stevens, 

> _ — 

2 

0 

Mr.  Leake,  20 

- - 

2 

6 

21 

— 

2 

O 

feveral 

1  ^  z 

A  Child,  29 

10 

2 

2 

4 

1 

feveral 

3° 

— - 

2 

1 

feveral 

3 1 

- — 

2 

1 

—  Laws  b,  3 1 

■ — 

2 

4 

Jan.  1 

— — 

2 

4 

3 

2 

4 

- 6 

— — 

2 

5 

Mr.  Burr  c,  8 

— - 

2 

2 

9 

— 

2 

1 

1  u 

- —  1 1 

z 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Mrs.  Wood,  9 

— 

2 

1 

- - -  I0 

— 

2 

1 

.  T  T 

1  1  1 

Mrs,  Turpin,  9 

2 

2 

1 

4  or  5 

- - — —  12 

— 

2 

4 

Mr.  Cooper,  14 

— 

2 

3 

16 

» 

— 

2 

3 

b  This  cafe  was  an  obftinate  quartan,  of  two  years 
continuance. 

c  1  he  firft  of  thefe  motions  [on  the  8th]  was,  not  till 
after  three  hours;  the  fecond,  after  two  hours  more.  That 
on  the  9th  did  not  puke  him,  till  he  had  taken  the  medi¬ 
cine  an  hour  and  a  half.  Jan- 
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January,  1744-5. 
Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  ot 
Grains. 

Times  ol 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

Mr.  Bowen,  15 

— 

2 

3 

18 

— 

2 

5 

Mr.  Ruffend,  18 

— 

2 

8 

Mrs.  Allen,  21 

— 

2 

2 

• - 22 

— 

2 

3 

Mrs.  Wallen,  28 

— 

2 

4 

29 

— 

2 

2 

- 30 

— 

2 

0 

Mr.  Landifield, 

— 

2 

1 

Capt.  - - 

— 

2 

4  °r  5 

Mr.  Smith, 

— 

2 

3 

Mailer  Smith  e  i 

Q 

Feb.  143 

O 

2 

4 

*5 

— 

2 

4 

- - April  1 

— 

2 

4 

n 

6 

Mrs. - in  j 

Childbed,  2 1  S 

2 

4 

0 

0 

Mrs. - -in  j 

Childbed,  1 

*■“  1 

2 

4 

Mrs.  Harvey  f, ) 

27  f 

" 

2 

2 

many- 

d  This  patient,  in  an  inflammatory  fever,  with  vomit¬ 
ing^,  had,  before  I  was  fent  for,  taken  20  grains  by  the 
direction  of  his  apothecary  ;  but  with  what  effebt  I  know 
no". 

e  This  cafe  was  a  dyfentery,  of  12  months  (landing, 
f  A  diarrhoea  of  nine  months,  1 745 * 
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1 745- 

Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 

Grains. 

Times  ot 

vomiting. 

1 

Stools. 

Mrs.  Harvey,  2  8 

— 

2 

0 

many. 

a  O 

' 

2 

0 

many. 

- May  1 

• - 

4 

3 

-  2 

- _ 

4 

2 

Mifs  Wood-  1 

cock  s,  5 

5 

2 

4 

Mrs.  Walker, 

— 

2 

% 

2 

Mrs.  Tyres, 

— 

2 

2 

Mr.  Goodfon,  5 
.  c 

— 

2 

J 

2 

X 

7 

— 

2 

I 

8 

— 

4 

I 

Mrs.  Martin, 

— 

2 

3 

i 

Mifs  Pye,  ic 

7 

2 

1 

- -  12 

— 

2 

2 

13 

— 

2 

5 

Mailer  Pye,  1 3 

54 

2 

2 

—  14 

— 

2 

2 

15 

— 

2 

2 

Mrs.  Randal, 

- - 

2 

1 

Mr.  H— d,  29 

— 

2 

6 

i 

Mrs.  Cox,  3  ] 

- - 

2 

6 

Mrs.  Walker, 

- — 

2 

2 

Mr.—  June  13 

4° 

2 

/1 

3 

17 

4 

g  A  convulfive,  or  whooping  cough. 
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Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No  of. 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

| 

Stools. 

Mr.—  June  20 

— 

2  : 

omitted. 

_  „ .  ,  ,  .  o-l 

f  , 

2 

T 

Mr.  Helliker, 

— 

2 

J. 

2 

Mr.  Pilgrim,  20 

— 

2 

2 

,  O  T 

_ 

2 

2 

Mrs.  Pilgriigi,  20 

■ - - 

2 

2 

3 

11,1  _ ^  J 

3 

Mrs.  Friend, 

— 

2 

I 

9 

Mr.  Horfeman } 

Juh  3  * 

„  .  A 

2 

2 

5  ' 

A 

5 

— 

2 

3 

3 

—  Philips,  1 1 

,  -  T  O 

6 

2 

9 

I 

3 

Mr.  Hales  h. 

- — 

2 

3 

— — 

2 

7 

h  This  gentleman,  an  eminent  furgeon  at  Lime- 
houfe,  had  fuffered  lb  much  by  the  ufual  dofe  of  20 
trains,  that  unlefs  he  had  been  often  convinced,  by 
my  practice,  of  the  gentlenefs  and  efficacy  of  this 
method,  I  fhould  not  have  prevailed  on  him  to  have 
taken  any  medicine  of  this  fort:  but,  when  he  had 
himfelf  experienced  the  mildnefs  of  the  operation  of 
the  full  dole,  he  told  me  that  I  had  for  ever  cured  him 
of  his  fears,  from  emeticks.  Some  months  after  he 
confented  to  take  a  fecond  ;  I  waited  on  him,  during 
the  operation,  till  he  had  vomited  fix  times,  very  copi- 
oully  with,  the  gjeateft  eafe  3  and  after  I  had  left  him, 
he  had  the  feventh  motion*  *745* 
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.  1 745- 

Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No,  of 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

Mr.  Yarnfley,  1 

July  1 1  1 

2 

I 

— - — —  !  2 

■ - 

2 

1 

Mr.  Griffin,  15 

— 

2 

2 

— - - —  16 

- - 

2 

2 

Mr.  Reevly,  1 5 

.  - 

2 

5 

Mr.  D - e. 

— — 

2 

5 

A  Child, 

6 

2 

3 

Mrs.  Fox,  } 

Aug.  30  i 

2 

1 

31 

— 

2 

omitted 

1744. 

Mifs  Rook,  ) 

May  173 

9 

2 

3 

* 

2 

2 

19 

ry 

3 

4 

Mrs.  Hodgfon  i, 

— _ 

8 

2  or  3 

Mrs.  Boner,  24 

■ - 

2 

2 

5 

-  2  5 

— 

2 

1 

5 

Capt.  B* — ,  29 

40 

2 

5 

—  30 

- - 

2 

5 

— - -  June  1 

— — 

2 

7 

1  The  reafon  of  my  giving  this  gentlewoman  fo 
large  a  dofe,  was,  her  having  taken  30  grains  by 
another  hand,  before  I  vifitcd  her  ;  however  it  moved 
her  fo  well,  as  to  bring  up  much  phlegm. 
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1744- 

Patients  Names. 


Capt.  B — ,  j 

June  2  j 
A  Child,  2 

3 


Rev.  Mr. 


Mrs.  Crofby,  j 


Mifs 


May  30 

31 

June  1 


May  30 

-  3 1 

•June  1 


Mr.  Griffith, 
Mrs.  Blake  k,  7 

- 10 


Age. 


7 

40 


18 


Mrs.  Doug- 


lafs1 


>  » 


! 


No.  of 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

- , 

Stools. 

2 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

* 

2 

O 

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

\ 

3 

2 

O 

2 

4 

2 

O 

1  - 

*744. 


k  Mrs.  Blake  complained  of  a  pain  in  her  ftomach, 
and  fancied  herfelf  with  child.  The  firfl  dofe  produced 
a  naufea ,  and  ficknefs,  without  vomiting ;  the  fecond 
vomited  her  plentifully,  four  times,  and  twice  or  thrice 
with  every  one  of  the  four  {trainings. 

1  Mrs.  Douglafs  thought  herfelf  pregnant ;  her  com¬ 
plaints  were  a  pain  in  the  left  hypochondre,  with¬ 
out  any  tumour ;  and  (lie  could  make  but  little  water, 
lire  firft  dofe  produced  a  naujea >  the  fecond  a  fick- 

nefsy 
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Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

Mrs.  Douglafs  1 

June  10  3 

O 

4 

A 

3 

A 

1 3 

4 

4 

Mrs.  L - —  h  m, 

_ 

2 

2 

Mr.  Barnard, 

— 

2 

4 

Mr.  Pilgrim  n,  13 

40 

8 

5 

1  j 

3 

- j6 

— 

2 

A 

% 

-  17 

- - 

2 

2 

Mifs  Harwood, 

5 

2 

0 

Mrs.  Edger  °,  13 

2 

1 

1744. 


nefs,  but  without  any  fenfible  evacuation ;  with  the 
third,  fhe  vomited  as  in  the  table ;  and  immediately 
after  the  operation,  fhe  voided  about  fix  pints  of  urine  : 
the  fourth  wrought  very  plentifully  3  and  after  the  fourth 
vomiting  file  made  a  large  quantity  of  water,  though  not 
fo  much  as  on  the  i  ith. 

m  The  cafe  of  this  lady,  was  a  diarrhea ,  on  the  9th 
day  of  her  lying  in  j  which  was  cured  by  this  iingle 
emetic. 

n  This  cafe  was  a  fever,  attended  with  a  purging  and 
vomiting  :  the  third  dole  wrought  mildly,  and  with  the 
fourth,  which  operated  as  gently,  all  the  fymptoms 
vanifhed. 

0  In  a  true  afcites ,  this  perfon  complained  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain,  jub  jcrobicufy  cordis .  The  firft  puke  did 

not 
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1 744- 

Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 

Grains. 

Times  of 

vomiting 

• 

Stools. 

Mrs.  Edger,  1 

,< 

i 

omitted. 

June  i4> 

0 

-  I  r 

4 

omitted. 

- — — — —  j6 

- - 

4+4 

1 

— — -  22 

— 

8 

1 

Mrs.  Hafiick,  23 

> 

2 

8 

2  5 

— 

2 

I 

> ...  *  t  n  6 

2 

8 

Mr.  Stinfon  P,  ) 

Sept.  6  j 

3° 

2 

6  or  7 

7 

- - 

2 

7  or  8 

8 

— 

2 

7 

1 - - -  9 

_ 

2 

6 

Mrs.  Watfon  q,  1 

n 

T 

J 

May  15  j 

1 

1 

not  work  till  aflifted  with  a  draught  of  fmall  green 
tea,  with  which  fhe  brought  up  a  pint  and  a  half  of 
a  pituitous  green  liquor.  The  effects  of  the  fecond 
and  third,  I  negledted  to  take  notice  of;  the  fourth 
not  working,  after  the  fpace  of  an  hour  fhe  took  four 
grains  more;  with  this  double  dofe  fhe  brought  up 
the  like  green  water,  to  about  one  pint :  the  laft  eight 
grains  was  quickened  witn  oxym.  falkt,  ^ji?  which  like~ 
wife  produced  a  pint  of  the  fame  green  fluid. 

P  Lofs  of  appetite. 

<l  Pain  of  the  ftomach  and  lofs  of  appetite.  The 
fjft  dofe  operated  with  violence,  in  about  five  or  flx 
feconds  ;  the  laft  brought  up  much  phlegm..  J744* 


1 


1 
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Patients  Names, 


Mrs.  Watfon 
May  16 


5} 

18 
IQ 


Age. 


Mrs.  Weft  on , 
Mr.  Hudfon, 
Mrs.  Grifwell, 
Sept.  20 


21 


Mrs.  Crawley, 
Mrs.  Fox, 

— -  Rook,  | 
May  17 1 
-  18 


Mrs.  Sidey, 
July  14 


1 9 

20 


No.  of 
Grains. 


J5 


Mr.  Lewis, 

Mrs.  Gibfon, 
Mrs.  Sartory  r,  1 
June  24  i 

- -  25 

— - -  26 


40 


2 

2 

2 

2 


2 

2 

2 


2 

2 

2 


2 

2 

2 


2 

2 


A  vertigo „ 


vJ 


Times  ot 
vomiting. 


o 

2 

I 

I 


Stools. 


2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 


4  or  5 

5 

4 

1 

3 


1744- 
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Patients  Names. 

Age. 

(No  of. 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

Mrs.  Sartory,  1 
June  27  3 

— 

2 

2 

Capt.  — % 

- , 

2 

8 

Mrs.  B - ,  28 

5° 

2 

7 

3° 

2 

3 

Mrs.  J — — n,  7 

July  19 1 

35 

2 

2 

'  -  20 

2 

2 

. . . .  -j  z  1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Mr.  A— d  t3  28 

- - 

2 

0 

3° 

4 

0 

Mr.  Bell 

2 

2 

Mrs. - w,  j 

June  30  j 

35 

2 

1 

1744, 

■*  1  he  18th  day  of  a  fever. 

1  A  fever. 

u  This  emetic  was  given  on  the  6th  day  of  a  fever* 
attended  with  violent  hiccoughs  :  the  firft  motion  was  in 

20  feconds,  without  drinking;  the  fecond  in  i«r,  after 
drinking, 

w  This  patient  had  been  complaining,  for  18  months, 
of  pams  in  the  fide,  on  the  Jlernumy  and  of  an  habitual 
coftivenefs.  Though  I  have  fet  down  but  once  vomit. 
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17  44  * 

Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Grains 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

■ 

Stools. 

Mrs. — -July  1 

- - - 

2 

2 

- — _  2 

- — -=» 

2 

7 

-3 

— — 

2 

about  20 

4 

— » 

2 

about  1  5 

5 

- - 

2 

omitted. 

Mrs.  Stinfoa  x,  6 

24 

2 

5 

- : — .  g 

- - 

2 

8 

M. 

3 

2 

3 

Mrs.  J - n, 

2 

4 

Mrs.  M— — -n. 

— - 

2 

2 

Mr.  Samfony,  4 

38 

2 

0 

5 

t— — . . . . — 

2 

3'  , 

ing,  to  the  firft  two  grains,  yet  the  patient  Had  five  (train¬ 
ings,  with  that  once  ;  and,  with  the  fecond  and  third, 
four  (trains  to  each  vomiting.  How  extravagant  foever 
the  numbers  20  and  15  may  feem,  I  give  them  as  I  find 
them  in  my  notes  on  this  cafe,  with  thefe  particulars, 
viz.  that  when  (he  vomited  feven  times,  her  pulfe  beat 
75  ;  when  twenty,  80  ;  and  when  fifteen,  it  beat  83  :  and 
that  (he  Had  Ho  ficknefs,  hor  vomiting,  but  from  the 
power  of  the  medicine  :  though  I  omitted  the  number  to 
the  6th  dofe,  I  had  fet  down  in  my  papers,  pulfe  after 
vomiting  71. 

x  In  a  Fever,  with  a  purging  and  vomiting. 

y  This  perfon  had  great  ficknefs  from  the  firil  dofe,  and 
feveral  vain  attempts  to  vomit  ;  the  fame  with  the  fecond, 
kut  nothing  came  up  till  after  three  hours. 


s 


o 


iy  44, 
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Patients  Names. 


Mr.  Samfon, 
July  6 
El.Finckle2,  24 

2  5 


Age. 


ii- 

35 


Mrs.  Porter  % 
Mrs.  Aihley,  1 
Aug.  1  j 


Mr.  Sander-  7 
fon,  10  $ 

- — - — —  1 1 


Mrs.  S — y,  ic 

- - 1 1 

- -  14 


J745- 

Mrs.  W~db,  1 
March  27 1 


49 


No.  of 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

4 

I 

2 

9 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

O 

4 

3 

2 

2 

7 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

0 

*745* 

z  This  patient  was  of  a  ftrong,  robufl  habit,  labour¬ 
ing  under  a  fciatica ,  which  was  attended  with  great  fick- 
nefs  at  her  ftomach.  The  firft  dofe  operated  with  more 
violence,  than  everl  knew  from  any  of  thefe  fmall  dofes. 

a  I  his  cafe  was  a  fever,  in  the  fifth  month  of  her 
pregnancy. 

b  This  gentlewoman  had  an  ulcer  in  utero ,  attended 
with  a  violent  fpitting.  The  firft  dofe  was  taken  in  the 


1X10111- 
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1 745- 

Patients  Names.  / 

Mrs.  W — d,  | 
March  28  J 

~9 

0 1 

Mrs.  Dawfon, 
MifsCh — n,  17 

t8 

—  Peck,  1 6 

—  1  y 

—  Peck’s  Child, 

—  the  next  day, 

—  the  next, 

Mrs.  Bendbow, 
My  Servant  c,  27 

Mrs.Towfey,  23 

.  .  n  1 

~4 

....  -  °  r 

of. 

[No.  of  (Times  of 


12 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

4 

A 


vomiting. 


6 

4 

o 

0 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

4 
3 

3 

4 

1 

o 

2 
1 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 


Stools. 


morning,  faffing,  and  brought  up  a  vifcous  matter,  hke 
the  whites  of  eggs;  the  fecond,  the  fame;  and  ’-hud, 

like  the  former,  but  very  green. 

c  The  fecond  of  thefe,  was  given  an  hour  after  the 
firft ;  and  the  fourth,  in  lefs  than  an  hour  aiiei  the 
third*  S  3  1 7T5- 
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1 745- 

Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Grains. 

Times  ol 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

Mr.  Hudfon  d,  j 

March  26  1 

4 

3 

-  -  27 

2 

2 

.  -*—■ -  0 

2 

5 

Capt.  L— d% 

— 

2 

0 

Myfelf  F, 

— - 

4 

0 

3 

As 


d  In  a  dyfentery. 

c  This  gentleman  was  ill  of  a  continual  fever,  but 
had  no  ficknefs  at  his  ffomach,  nor  any  inclination  to 
puke,  when  I  d^redted  this  emetic.  I  mention  this 
cafe  from  my  memory,  becaufe  it  is  the  only  one  I 
can  recoiled!,  in  which  I  have  given  fo  fmall  a  dofe,  with¬ 
out  any  effedt,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  the  table 
above. 

f  This  cafe  was  a  little  particular,  in  a  diforder  of 
my  ffomach  and  bowels,  without  any  ficknefs  or  ten¬ 
dency  to  vomiting  or  purging;  I  was  determined  to 
try,  myfelf,  the  effect  of  this  method  :  but  as  I  ap¬ 
prehended  my  ffomach  wTould  not  eafily  anfwer  to  a 
fingle  dofe,  J  lent  for  two  draughts,  of  two  grains 
each.  I  took  one  of  them  about  feven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  faffing  ;  in  a  few  minutes  X  was  a  little  fqueamifli, 
drank  three  difhes  of  fmall  green  tea,  but  with¬ 
out  any  effect :  I  waited  an  hour,  and  then  took 
the  fecond,  was  fickifh,  and  drank  the  lame  quantity 
as  before,  but  no  apparent  effect :  X  breakfaffed  at 

niiifa 
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As  I  imagined,  that  thefe  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries  would  be  fufficient  to  my  purpofe, 
of  pointing  out  the  powers  of  Ipecacuanha , 
in  fmall  dofes ;  I  negle<£ted  to  purfue  them, 
till  I  had  a  view  of  laying  them  before  this 
Society:  I  haye  therefore  added  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  with  the  particulars  of  a  few  cafes, 
to  confirm  the  expediency,  and  ufefulnefs, 
of  the  method. 


1 754- 

Patients  Names. 

Age. 

2sio.  of 
Grains. 

|  Time  of 
vomiting 

• 

Stools 

Day,  1 
March  22  1 

-  2  5 

- 26 

- April  4 

5 

- -  6 

Mafter  Eade  S,  7 

8 

9 

12 

months 

4 

2 

3 

4 

4 

4 

i4 

2 

2 

6  or  7 

0 

1 

7  or  8 

8  or  9 

8  or  9 

1 

3 

1 

* 

nine,  in  the  common  way;  but  by  eleven,  the  four 
grains,  proved  as  cathartic,  as  two  or  three  ounces 
tindfure  of  rhubarb  would  have  been,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  removed  all  my  complaints. 

See  the  cafe,  p.  269. 

s  4 
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1 754- 

Patients  Names.  , 

Age. 

No.  of 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

Mifs  Forbes,  7 

*7 

April  2  5 

months 

1 4- 

I 

2 

3 

—  Simpfon's  7 

10  or 

Child  \  I 

0 

2 

10 

12 

—  the  next  day, 

— 

2 

6 

2 

—Moor,  7 

April  30  1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

p 

'< 

3  <-• 

— — 

3 

3  °r  4 

3 

1  2 

3 

3 

8  or  10 

Mrs.  Twee-  1 

dale  *,  April  7  3 

2 

6 

,  $ 

■ — 

2  . 

omitted 

Mrs.  Brier  k,  3 

— — 

2 

4 

5 

2 

4 

— —  7 

B1  , 

2 

3 

Mrs.  Grimes *  7 

id 

2 

3  or  4 

1  ] 

— 

2 

6 

- _____  !  / 

H  — 

2 

omitted 

! 

h  This  child  had  a  diarrhoea ,  of  fix  months  ;  which 
Was  fucceeded  by  a  cough,  and  a  flux  of  blood,  both 
per  amim  ac  Veficam.  From  the  operation  of  the  fecond 
puke,  there  was  no  more  appearance  of  blood,  either 
by  Fool  or  urine. 

1  A  diarrhoea ,  in  the  third  month  of  her  pregnancy* 
k  In  the  ninth  month.  See  the  cafe,  p.  374. 

1  Jn  her  fixth  month. 
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Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting 

Stools. 

• 

—  Anderfon’s "] 

Child  m3  April  > 

— 

2 

2 

2 

J5 ' 

— — — —  1 6 

.  - 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Mr.  Snowden  n  i 

May  16 1 

4 

2 

2 

l7 

— 

4 

3 

3 

- - — -  l8 

— 

4 

3 

3 

Mrs.  Wilkes  ° 1 

July  3  1 

3 

12 

4 

3 

12 

5 

— 

2 

12 

■  -  C 

T  * 

Q 

Mrs.  B — t  P,  7 

Jz 

_  I 

0 

, 

Auguft  7  3 

40 

w 

5 

i 

s 

i4 

4 

1 

1  s 

)  - - 

14 

3 

| 

m  This  child  had  a  fever  for  two  months  ;  was  very 
much  opprehed  at  her  ftomach j  and  had  voided  a  large 
worm. 

n  This  perfon,  by  a  long  and  obflinate  diarrhoea,  was 
greatly  emaciated ;  his  pulfe  was  extremely  low,  and 
the  evacuations  were  exadtly  fynchronous. 

0  See  the  cafe,  p.  269. 
p  See  the  cafe,  p.  270. 
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Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Grains. 

(Times  of 
vomiting. 

Stools. 

Mrs.  B - 1,  i 

Auguft  10  S 

2 

6  or  7 

3f 

— — 

ii 

3 

- Sept.  1 

— 

I  i 

5 

- 

- —  2 

i. 

- - 

i4- 

7  • 

Mifs  q, 

9 

pionths 

1 

O 

;  J 

z 

3 

O 

—Ratcliff  r,  27 

• — 

4 

4 

— - 28 

— 

4 

3  or  4 

29 

— 

4 

O 

I755- 

Mr.  Randal  s,  1 

Dec.  9.3 

— • 

6 

12 

— - — . . —  10 

1 

6 

12 

— . . —  11 

- -  . .  ...  .  _  - 

- — 

4 

I  2 

q  Whether  thefe  medicines  were  adminiflred  to  the 
child,  or  not,  I  cannot  fay;  (inftances  of  this  nature  I 
have  known)  hut  this  was  the  account  given  to  me.  See 
the  cafe  of  Mailer  Cuming,  p,  270. 

r  I  his  Man  was  a  Negroe ;  after  feveral  attempts 
to  vomit  with  the  third  dofe,  but  in  vain,  there  was,  in 
’.about  ten  minutes,  fuch  a  flow  of  faliva  from  the  fauces • 
that  one  would  have  thought  him  in  the  height  of  a 
Salivation. 

*  See  the  cafe,  p.  272. 
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'  .  1 755- 
Patients  Names. 

Age. 

No.  of 

Grains. 

Times  of 
vomiting 

Stools. 

Mr.  Randal,  1 

5  L 

Dec.  12  3 

4 

12 

14 

— 

2 

9 

15 

- - 

2 

9  1 

i756- 

Mafter  Cum-  i 

,o 

ing  t,  Jan.  7  i 

I  O 

Days 

I 

0 

8 

► 

I 

0 

From  thefe  obfervations,  and  the  cafes 
annexed,  I  hope  it  will  appear  to  every 
candid  phyfician,  that  to  perfons  of  every 
age,  of  either  fex,  in  any  fiage  of  any  dif- 
eafe,  where  emetics  are  -indicated,  though 
the  patient  be  in  the  weakefl  circumfiances ; 
from  half  a  grain,  to  four  or  fix  grains,  may 
be  given,  with  the  utmofi;  fafety,  and  great 
fuccefs  :  and  that,  where  there  is  a  difpofition 
to  puke,  it  will  feldom  fail  of  anlweringj 
the' intention  of  the  prefcriber. 

The  cafe  of  the  plague  is  lingular  :  of  the 
ufe  of  emetics  in  that  mod:  horrible  difeafe  • 
the  great  Dod.  Mead  fays,  <£  The  difpofition 

*  £ee  the  cafe,  p.  270. 
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of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  to  be  inflamed, 
cc  makes  vomiting  not  fo  generally  fafe  in 
<c  the  plague,  as  in  the  fmall  pox.  The 
moft  gentle  emetics  ought  to  be  ufed, 
ec  none  better  than  Ipecacuanha ;  and  great 
cc  care  muft  be  had,  that  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  are  not  inflamed  when  they  are 
cS  adminiftred:  for  if  they  are,  nothing  but 
c€  certain  death  can  be  expected  from  them : 
<c  otherwife,  at  the  beginning  they  will  be 
cc  always  ufeful:  therefore,  upon  the  firft 
<c  illnefs  of  the  patient,  it  muft  carefully  be 
«c  conftdered,  whether  there  appear  any 
Cc  Symptoms  of  an  inflammation  having  feiz- 
ed  thefe  parts :  if  there  are  any  marks  of 
<c  this,  all  vomits  muft  be  omitted  ;  if  not, 
the  ftomach  ought  to  be  gently  moved.’* 
[p.  156.] 

From  any  experience  in  this  branch  of 
practice,  good  Lord  deliver  us!  but  if  the 
mod  gentle  emetics  ought  to  be  ufed,  under  the 
limitations  mentioned  by  Dr.  Mead  5  and  if 
none  be  better  than  Ipecacuanha ;  the  ftomach 
can  never  be  fo  gently  moved ,  as  by  fuch  very 
fmall  doles  of  tins  beft  of  emetics :  for  the 

truth  of  which,  I  could  appeal  to  almdft 

every 
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every  patient,  or  to  thofe  who  attended 
them,  that  the  operation  has  been  fo  gentle, 
that  nothing  could  have  been  more  fo. 


CASE  II. 

Mafter  Eade,  fon  of  Mr.  Bade,  furgeon 
and  apothecary  in  Wapping,  aged  twelve 
months,  had,  for  two  or  three  days,  been 
ill  of  a  violent  diarrhcea .  On  the  7th  of 
April  I  gave  him  ii  gr.  which  moving  him 
but  once,  I  gave  him  on  the  8th  2  gr. 
which,  with  being  repeated  on  the  9th,  vo¬ 
mited  him  as  in  the  Table,  and  perfectly 
cured  him. 

CASE  III. 

Mrs.  Wilkes,  wife  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  apo¬ 
thecary  and  chemift,  at  Cock-hill  in  Rat¬ 
cliff,  after  a  very  bad  mifcarriage,  had,  for 
many  weeks,  laboured  under  a  violent  pain 
in  her  ftomach  ;  which  was  attended  with  a 
conftant  vomiting,  of  every  thing  it  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  a  continual  diarrhcea .  After  I  had 
given  her  various  medicines  without  any 
good  effedt,  I  directed  her  to  the  emetics, 
ipecified  in  the  Table  5  to  the  effedts  of 

which. 


tyb  Medical  Obfer'uatiom  and  Inquiries 

which,  I  wholly  imputed  her  perfed  re¬ 
covery  from  all  her  complaints. 

CASE  IV. 

To  Mader  Cuming,  fon  of  Capt.  Cum- 
ingj  in  Fenchurch-dreet,  eighteen  days  old, 
in  the  watery  gripes,  I  gave  one  grain,  at 
about  eleven  o’clock  at  night  ;  it  not  moving 
him  prefently;  I  advifed  giving  him  the 
breaft  ;  but  the  child,  indead  of  puking,  fell 
afleep,  and  had  no  dool  that  night.  I  or¬ 
dered  another  grain  to  be  given  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  which  likewife  neither  vomited  nor 
purged  him.  An  amyline  mixture  was  di- 
re&ed,  but  he  was  cured  by  th e,  Ipecacuanha 
alone. 

CASE  V; 

*  *  *  <1—1 

Mrs.  B- - -t,  above  40  years  of  age,  had 

been  for  feveral  years  in  a  declining  date  ; 
but,  when  I  was  fent  for,  {he  feemed  to  be 
in  the  lad  dage  of  a  confumption.  tier 
fledi  and  drength  were  waded,  and  her  fpi- 
rits  exhauded,  by  hedic  heats,  purging; 
vomiting,  and  a  total  lofs  of  appetite.  In 
thefe  deplorable  circum dances,  (though  I 
defpaired  of  any  fuccefs)  I  propofed  to  at¬ 
tempt 
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tempt  to  relieve  her,  by  vomiting  her,  in 
the  mod  gentle  manner.  She  had  refufed  to 
comply  with  any  thing  of  this  nature,  from 
an  eminent  phyfician3  who  had  attended  her 
before  me:  but,  upon  my  mentioning  the 
cafe  of  Mrs.  Bendbow,  fhe  was  encouraged 
to  take  the  four  firffc  dofes,  fpecified  above. 
Thefe  were  attended  with  all  the  happy  ef¬ 
fects,  I  could  have  wiflied  for:  they  took 
off  her  vomitings ;  flopped  the  purging ; 
gave  her  an  inclination  for  food,  which  was 
properly  digeded;  and  fine  manifedly  re¬ 
covered  drengfh  and  fpirits^  Mrs.  B — — t 
being  now  a  little  eodive,  I  had  ordered  her 
a  draught  with  a  folution  of  manna  ;  but  her 
iervant,  by  a  fatal  miftake,  in  dead  of  the 
draught,  gave  her  a  fpirituous  embrocation 
with  liquid  laudanum ,  (which  had  been  pro¬ 
cured  from  fome  chemid,  but  for  what  pur- 
pofe  I  know  not  5  )  this  brought  on  a  vomit¬ 
ing,  and  purging,  with  violent  hyderic  fits: 
in  the  intervals  of  thefe,  I  returned  to  the 
emetics,  and  gave  the  other  three,  as  in  the 
Table,  but  without  any  good  effedt.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  now  tired  with  medicines  of  every 
kind,  difmiffed  me,  and  died  in  about  three 
weeks.  C  A  S  E 
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CASE  VI. 

Mr.  Randal,  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
having  had  a  diarrhoea  for  two  months, 
which  was,  fometimes,  accompanied  with 
a  fmall  flux  of  pure  blood,  came  to  me  on 
the  9th  of  December  laft.  I  directed  him 
to  take  fix  grains  of  Ipecacuanha  that  even¬ 
ing,  and  at  fix  the  next  morning,  upon  an 
empty  ftomach :  (for  notwithftanding  the 
long  experience  I  had  had  of  the  effects  of 
fmaller  dofes,  I  was  afraid  lefs  than  fix  grains 
would  not  have  anfwered  my  intention,  in 
fuch  a  ftrong  habit.)  The  effects  of  thefe, 
and  four  other  dofes,  were  as  follow. 

Dec.  9.  gr.  vi»  vomited  him  8  or  10 
times. 

Dec.  10.  gr.  vi.  vomited  him  12  times. 

From  his  taking  the  fir  ft  dofe,  he  had 
but  one  ftool  till  three  p.  m.  this  day,  with 
the  leaft  appearance  of  blood. 

Dec.  11.  gr.  iv.  failing,  vomited  him  12 

times. 

Dec.  12.  gr.  iv.  faffing,  vomited  him  12 

times. 


In 


J 
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In  thefe  two  days  he  had  but  two  dools 
and  no  difcharge  of  blood. 

Dec.  13.  gr.  ii.  fading,  vomited  him  9 

times. 

Dec.  15.  gr.  ii;  fading,  vomited  him  9 
times.  , 

The  number  of  dools  I  negleded  to  take 
notice  of,  except  that  this  lad  day  he  voided 
a  fmali  quantity  of  blood,  without  any  fceces . 
The  only  medicines  he  took,  befides  thefe 
emetics,  were  the  following, 

,•  •  '  i 

•  R  Amyli  puh .  9i. 

Puh ,  e  Bol .  c.  fine  opio  9fs. 

Syr.  fmpl.  q.  f  f  bol.  ter  die  J  amend, 
cum  Mixtura  Amylina . 

But  upon  the  appearance  of  this  lad 
fmali  quantity  of  blood,  I  changed  the 
bole  for 

Jt  Puh.  e  bolo  c.  cum  opio  3  i. 

Sang,  dracon.  gr.  xv. 

Syr .  fmpl.  q.  f. 

By  the  ufe  of  this  method  he  was  cured. 


T 


/ 


CASE 
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CASE  VII. 

Mrs.  Brier,  aged  38,  in  the  ninth  month 
of  her  pregnancy,  had,  for  five  weeks,  com¬ 
plained  of  violent  and  conftant  pains  in  her 
ftomach  and  bowels;  with  bilious  vomit¬ 
ings,  an  almoft  continual  purging,  and  fre¬ 
quent  forcings,  (as  fhe  expreffed  it)  as  if  her 
labour  was  coming  on.  From  the  operation 
of  every  one  of  the  emetics,  mentioned 
above,  fhe  was  manifeftly  relieved ;  her 
pains  abated,  and  the  purging  was  lefs  fre¬ 
quent;  and  though  it  continued,  in  fome 
meafure,  till  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  fine 
boy,  fhe  with  the  ufe  of  very  few  medi¬ 
cines  recovered. 

CASE  VIII. 

Mrs.- — —  in  the  feventh  or  eighth  month, 
labouring  under  a  bad  habit,  from  the  fre¬ 
quent  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  had  a  fever, 
attended  with  continual  ficknefs,  and  as  con¬ 
flant  vomiting.  Two  grains  vomited  her 
with  much  lefs  {training  than  her  ficknefs 
occafioned,  and  rendered  her  flomach  ca¬ 
pable  of  receiving  and  retaining  her  food 

and 
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and  medicines,  by  bringing  up  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  porraceous  fluff.  The  fame  fymp- 
toms  having  returned  on  the  third  day,  I  re¬ 
peated  the  draught  with  two  grains,  which 
wrought  as  the  former  *  produced  the  fame 
quantity  of  porraceous  matter ;  and,  at  that 
time,  faved  her  life,  by  taking  off  thofe  un¬ 
toward  fymptoms,  about  an  hour  before  £he 
was  delivered. 

CASE  IX. 

To  a  child  of  Mr.  Major  Rook,  furgeon 
>and  apothecary,  in  Shadwell,  on  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day  from  her  birth,  almoft  expir¬ 
ing  with  the  watery  gripes,  I  ordered  half 
a  grain  of  this  medicine,  to  be  given  twice 
a  day,  for  three  days  5  the  infant  took  two 
dofes  on  the  Frida v;  the  firft  of  which 

j  ■ 

puked  her  thrice,  and  the  fecond  twice ; 
each  of  them  brought  up  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  vifcid  phlegm:  thefe  evacua¬ 
tions  had  fo  good  an  effect,  that  fhe  made 
water  this  day,  without  a  ftool. 

On  Saturday  flue  took  two  more  dofes  • 
each  of  which  vomited  her  but  once.  To¬ 
day  the  child  had  a  folid  ftool 

T  2 


On 
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On  Sunday,  notwithstanding  the  amend¬ 
ment,  fhe  took  the  fifth  half  grain,  and  be¬ 
came  perfectly  well  without  the  ufe  of  any 
other  medicine. 

t  7  *  '  '  .  'T  ; 

CASE  X. 

To  Mifs  Page,  daughter  of  Ed.  Page, 
Efq;  of  Charterhoufe  fquare,  labouring,  in 
the  month,  under  the  fame  difeafe,  I  direc¬ 
ted  |  of  a  grain ;  which  were  given  once  a 

day,  for  four  days,  fuccefllvely,  with  the 
fame  happy  effedt. 

Having  for  many  years  experienced  the 
great  efficacy  of  the  Ipecacuanha ,  in  curing, 
or  affifting  in  the  cure  of  diarrhceas ,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  children,  when  adminiftred  in 
clyfiers,  I  {hall  add  the  following. 

C  A  S  E  XI. 

1753.  July  24 th.  To  a  fon,  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Brewer  of  Stepney,  fix  weeks 
old,  almoft  expiring  with  watery  ftools,  I 
gave  one  grain  of  the  medicine,  as  an  emet- 
ick,  which  puked  him  gently :  (how  often 

4  I  do 
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I  do  not  remember:)  I  repeated  it  once,  and 
directed  a  fpoonful  of  the  following  mixture 
every  other  hour. 

■  *  •  v  .  •  *  £ 

Amyli  3  ii. 

In  aq.  cinnam .  fimpl .  ^vi.  f  gelatina . 
Sacchar.  jji. 

25^.  I  ordered  the  following  clyfter. 

R  Dec  oil.  alb .  Jji- 

Ipecacuanha  pulv .  gr.  vjii. 

Confell.  damocrat .  3fs. 

Three  of  thefe  were  injected  this  day. 
27^/6.  I  continued  the  amyline  mixture, 
as  a  preventive;  though  the  child  was  per¬ 
fectly  recovered,  by  the  ufe  of  the  clyiters. 

$ 

CASE  XII. 

1755.  Afo'i;.  22.  A  child  of  Mr,  Hurft, 
fchoolmafter  in  Rotherhkh,  aged  four  years 
and  eight  months,  had  a  violent  diarrhoea , 
attended  with  continual  racking  pains  in  the 
bowels,  confequent  upon  the  meafles.  I  di¬ 
rected  two  grains  of  Ipecacuanha ,  which 
puked  him  five  times.  After  the  emetic, 

T  2  he 
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he  took  the  following  powder,  once  in  fix 

hours,  with  a  cretaceous  julep. 

* 

R  Rbei  pulv.  gr-%  ji- 
Amyli  pulv.  9i. 

Pulv.  e.  hol.Jme  opio  3fs. 

Though  the  child  had,  this  day,  ten 
flools,  his  pains  were  very  much  abated. 

23  d.  In  the  morning  he  took  Ipecacuanha 
gr.  ii.  vomited  5  times. 

In  the  evening  he  took  Ipecacuanha  gr,  ii. 
vomited  8  times. 

This  day  he  had  many  flools,  and  the 
pain  in  his  bowels  increafed. 

24 th.  In  the  evening  he  took  Ipecacuanha 
gr.  ii.  vomited  10  times. 

The  powders  V/ere  continued,  and  the 
following  clyfter  given, 

R  Amyli  3L 

In  aq .  cinnam .  fimpl.  fjii. 

Cui  adde  co?if  democrat,  jfs. 

Rad.  Ipecacuanha  pulv.  gr.  vjii, 

i 

This  flayed  in  the  reBum  three  hours  * 
was  repeated  the  fame  evening,  and  came 

away 
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away  in  i  of  an  hour.  The  ftools  this  day, 
with  the  clyfters,  where  feven. 

25 th.  Ipecacuanha  gr.  ii.  thefe  vomited 
him  8  times. 

The  powders  and  mixture  were  conti¬ 
nued.  T wo  of  the  clyfters  were  thrown  up 
this  day,  and  both  foon  returned. 

26 th.  The  powders  and  ftarch  mixture 
were  repeated ;  the  ftools  lefs  frequent,  and 
of  a  better  confidence  \  and  the  pains  abfo- 
lutely  ceafed. 

27th.  The  powders  and  mixture  conti¬ 
nued  ;  though  he  had  no  ftool  for  the  lad 
24  hours. 

28 th.  I  left  him  perfectly  recovered. 


XXII.  An 
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XXII.  An  Account  of  an  extraordinary 
Jleepy  Woman ,  near  Mons  in  Hainault. 
By  Dr.  Terence  Brady,  Phyfcian  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain . 
Read  May  3,  1756. 

F~p  Lizabeth  Orvin,  bom  at  St.  Gilain, 
of  a  healthy  robuft  conflitution,  ferv« 
ed  the  curate  of  that  place  for  many  years'' 
very  faithfully,  till  the  beginning  of  1738, 
that  fhe  became  very  fullen,  uneafy,  and  fo 
flirly,  that  the  neighbours  faid  (he  was  lof- 
ing  her  fenfes.  Towards  the  month  of  Au- 
guff,  flie  fell  into  an  extraordinary  deep, 
which  lafled  four  days ;  during  which  time, 
(he  took  no  manner  of  nourifhment,  neither 
was  it  poffible  to  roufe  her.  She  awakened 
at  laft  of  herfelf,  in  a  very  bad  humour2 
which  did  not  however  hinder  her  from 
following  her  bufinefg  as  before,  for  fix  or 
feven  days,  when  fhe  fell  into  a  profound 
deep  again,  which  lafled  only  eighteen  hours  5 
after  which  fhe  awakened:  and,  ever  fince, 
continued  to  deep  feven  teen  or  eighteen  hours 
a  day;  that  is  to  fay  from  about  three 

o’clock 
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o’clock  in  the  morning,  till  eight  or  nine  at 
night:  except  four  months  in  the  year  1745, 
when  file  had  a  natural  fleep  5  and  twenty- 
one  days  in  the  year  1748,  when  a  tertian 
fever  kept  her  fo.  far  awake,  that  fhe  did 
not  fleep  above  two  hours  at  once.  It  was 
commonly  believed  that  the  day  light  had 
fome  influence  upon  her,  becaufe  fhe  could 
not  be  awakened  in  the  day  time.  The 
twentieth  of  laft  February,  I  went  from 
Bruffels  to  fee  her,  with  Mr.  Prefto,  fur- 
geon  major  of  prince  Salm’s  regiment,  and 
was  introduced  to  her  room  about  five  ovclock 
in  the  evening.  I  felt  her  pulfe,  and  found 
it  natural.  I  raifed  her  arm,  and  obferved 
it  to  be  very  fliff  and  heavy,  and  had  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  to  bend  it  ;  when  I  let  it 
go,  it  fell  like  a  piece  of  heavy  wood.  Then 
I  raifed  her  head,  and  with  it  her  back  and 
fhoulders ;  for  her  neck  was  as  ftiff  as  a 
board :  her  legs  were  in  the  fame  ftate.  I 
put  my  mouth  to  her  ear,  and  called  as  loud 
as  I  could,  but  could  not  wake  her;  and  to 
be  fure  that  there  was  no  cheat  in  the  mat- 
|er3  I  thruft  a  pin  through  her  fkin  and  flefli 

to 
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to  the  bone.  I  kept  the  flame  of  burning 
paper  to  her  cheek  till  X  burned  the  fcarff 
fkin,  and  put  volatile  fpirits  and  falts  into 
her  nofe,  and  ladly,  thrud  a  little  linnen 
dipt  in  rectified  fpirit  of  wine  in  her  nodril, 
and  kindled  it  for  a  moment:  all  this  was 
done,  without  my  being  able  to  obferve  the 
lead  change  in  her  countenance,  or  figns  of 
feeling.  The  furface  of  her  body  was  warm, 
and  in  a  gentle  perfpiration.  At  half  an  hour 
pad  fix  o’clock,  I  found  her  neck,  arms, 
and  legs,  more  fouple  than  at  my  arrival, 
which  I  attributed  to  her  drawing  nearer  the 
time  of  her  awakening.  About  eight,  fhe 
turned  in  her  bed,  got  up  abruptly,  and 
came  to  the  fire.  I  afked  her  feveral  quefi. 
tions,  to  which  fhe  gave  furly  anfwers.  She 
was  gloomy  and  fad,  and  repeated  often, 
that  fhe  would  rather  be  out  of  the  world, 
than  in  fuch  a  date.  I  could  get  no  fatid 
fatdory  account  from  her,  about  her  ficknelsj 
all  that  I  could  learn  from  her  was,  that  fhe 
felt  a  heavinefs  in  her  head,  which  fhe 
knew  to  be  the  forerunner  of  her  diforder, 
and  which  determined  her  to  go  to  bed, 

where 
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where  fhe  lay  without  once  turning,  from 
the  time  fhe  lay  down  till  her  fleep  was 
over,  and  had,  during  that  time,  no  fort  of 
evacuation  except  by  perfpiration.  She  told 
me  fhe  was  formerly  regular  as  to  her  menfes\^ 
but  could  not  well  remember  when  or  how 
they  left  her.  I  faw  her  eat  with  an  appe¬ 
tite,  and  begin  to  fpin,  arid  then  quitted 
her ;  but,  coming  back  the  next  morning, 
found  her  in  the  fame  flate  of  fleep  and 
fliffnefs  as  at  my  firft  arrival.  I  made  new 
efforts  to  roufe  her,  but  in  vain;  the  fuccefs 
was  ftill  the  fame.  The  woman,  that  fhe 
lived  with,  told  me  they  ufed  to  give  her 
fome  nourifhment  through  a  funnel,  when 
the  fleep  was  extraordinary  long :  upon 
which  I  got  her  mouth  opened,  and  pour¬ 
ed  into  it  four  fpoonfuls  of  milk,  which  fhe 
fwallowed,  and  I  obferved  the  adlion  of  the 
pharynx^  though  a  fpontaneous  or  voluntary 
motion,  regular,  and  the  deglutition  natural. 
The  furgeon  of  the  place  told  me,  he  gave 
her  feveral  large  dofes  of  tartar :  emetic  : 
one  of  which  con fi fled  of  eighteen  grains. 
Without  being  able  to  awake  her.  He  in¬ 
formed 
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formed  me  alfo  of  feveral  methods  that  were 
ufed  fome  years  ago  to  roufe  her  ;  as  of  her 
being  whipped  till  the  blood  ran  down  her 
fhoulders,  of  her  having  her  back  rubbed 
with  honey,  and  her  being  expofed  in  a  hot 
day  before  a  hive  of  bees,  where  {he  was 
flung  to  fuch  a  ,  degree  that  her  back  and 
fhoulders  were  full  of  little  lumps  or  tu¬ 
mours.  At  other  times*  they  thruft  pins 
under  her  nails,  together  with  fome  other 
odd  experiments  that  I  muft  pafs  over  in 
lilence,  on  account  of  their  indecency.  I 
was  alfo  allured,  that  the  roaring  of  the 
cannon,  during  the  liege  of  that  fortrefs,  in 
1746,  never  awakened  her,  nor  interrupted 
her  fleep.  This  poor  woman  is  now  fifty 
live  years  of  age,  of  a  pale  colour,  and  not 
very  lean.  She  never  fees  day  light,  but 
fleeps  out  the  longeft  day  in  fummer  ;  and, 
in  winter,  begins  to  lleep  feveral  hours  be¬ 
fore  day,  and  does  not  awake  till  two  or 
three  hours  afeer  funfet;  as  it  happened  the 
20th  of  February,  when  I  went  to  fee  her. 
During  her  fleep,  {he  has  a  natural  warmth 
all  over  her  body  with  an  extraordinary 

tenfion 
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tenfion  or  ftiffnefs  of  her  limbs,  as  well  as 
her  neck,  joined  with  a  total  abolition  of  all 
manner  of  fenfibility,  which  would  feem 
incredible  to  me,  if  I  had  not  examined  the 
affair  with  the  greatefl:  exa&nefs.  BruJJ'els ,  the 
gth  of  March ,  1753* 


T.  Brady. 


2V.  J3.  Dr.  Oliver,  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadtions,  has  defcribed  the  cafe  of 
Samuel  Chilton,  of  Tinfbury  near  Bath, 
which  is,  in  many  refpedts,  fimilar  to  this; 
but  is  more  extraordinary,  on  account  of  his 
fleeping  much  longer.  For  the  deep  in 
which  the  Dodlor  faw  him,  continued  from 
the  17th  of  Auguft,  to  the  end  of  January. 

Vide  PhiL  PranfaB.  N.  304.  f  217 7. 


XXIII;  A  Cafe 
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XXIII.  A  Cafe  of  an  objlinate  Scorbutic  Hu¬ 
mour  in  the  Legsy  of  long  funding ,  cured 
by  the  life  of  Lime  Water  ;  in  a  Letter 
from  the  a  Patient  to  Mr,  James  Graham 
of  Poland-Streety  and  communicated  by 
Dr,  Macaulay.  Read  June  i,  1756. 


Dear  Sir , 

TAKE  here  a  fketch  of  the  hiftory 
you  afked  (I  fhould  rather  fay  pur- 
chafed)  of  me  j  and,  before  I  finifh,  you 
fhall  know  why  you  have  not  had  it  fooner. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1732,  as  I 
remember,  a  fiery  pimple  appeared  on  the 
back  part  of  my  left  leg,  and  became  an 
ulcerous  fore.  The  leg  fwelled,  inflamed* 
and  was  treated  fecundum  artem  for  fome 
months.  In  the  fummer  I  was  fent  to  a 
mineral  water  near  Aberbrothick  in  Scot¬ 
land.  For  the  firft  three  or  four  weeks  I 
ftirred  as  little  as  pofiible  5  lay  on  a  bed,  or 

a-  It  may  bo  proper  to  inform  our  readers,  that  this 
gentleman  is  a  clergyman,  of  a  flrong  mufcular  habit 
of  body,  and  naturally  of  an  active  difpofition  ;  but 
being  much  addicted  to  ftudy,  he  has  indulged  a 
(edeatary  life. 

fat 
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fat  up  with  my  leg  fupported  on  a  ftool  5 
and  drank  the  water  fometimes  with  Epforn 
filts  5  and,  as  the  fafhion  there  was,  hadv 
the  leg  wrapt  up  in  folds  of  linnen  frequent¬ 
ly  wetted  with  the  water.  While  the  lin¬ 
nen  was  wet,  the  leg  was  eafier  $  but,  when¬ 
ever  it  became  dry,  the  pain  and  burning 
heat  became  more  than  I  could  bear.  Mean 
time  both  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  in- 
creafed,  and  the  fores  multiplied  ;  fo  that  I 
now  reckoned  two  and  twenty  holes, 
though  none  of  them  except  three,  were 
bigger  than  the  fedtion  of  a  large  goofe 
quill.  Finding  things  going  at  this  rate,  I 
was  prevailed  with  to  try  the  b  Golf,  and 
walked  hard  for  about  five  hours,  having 
water  carried  along  with  me  for  wetting  the 
cloths ;  and  next  morning  to  my  great  and 
very  agreeable  furprize,  I  found  the  fwelling 
abated  full  two  inches  in  circumference.  I 
took  the  hint,  and  became  the  keeneft  and 
mod  constant  walker  in  the  place ;  and 
found,  from  that  day  forward,  that  the  more 

k  An  exercifs  much  ufed  in  Scotland,  fomething 
tike  the  Mali, 


I  walked 
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I  walked  or  rode,  the  lefs  were  my  paiils 
and  fwelling. 

Old  Dr.  Thomfon  of  Montrofe,  who 
came  to  vifit  fome  patients  at  the  wells,  fa w 
my  leg,  and  pronounced  the  cafe  a  moft  ob- 
ftinate  feurvy,  fuch  as  that  water  could  not 
cure ;  but  that  it  would  prepare  the  body 
for  a  cure  ;  and  therefore  advifed  me  to  con¬ 
tinue  at  the  wells  as  long  as  I  could,  and,  at 
leaving  it,  to  enter  upon  a  courfe  of  asthiops 
mineral,  beginning  with  20  grains*  and  in- 
creafmg  the  dofe  as  far  as  my  bowels  would 
bear  it,  fhould  that  be  even  half  an  ounce  : 
and  if  it  fhould  happen  to  purge,  I  had 
only,  he  faid,  to  omit  a  few  days,  to  take 
any  gentle  purge  I  liked,  and  begin  again  $ 
it  would  heal  my  leg. 

In  my  way  homewards,  I  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  confulting  feveral  of  the  faculty, 
who  difapproved  of  sethiops  in  fuch  large 
-  dofes,  and  advifed  me  not  to  exceed  40 
grains.  I  followed  their  prefeription  near 
fix  months,  without  any  fenfible  benefit;  the 
leg  continuing  inflamed,  drenched  in  wet 
cloths  night  and  day,  and  fwelling,  or  abat¬ 
ing,  according  to  my  reft  or  exercife.  In 

the 
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the  laft  of  thefe  fix  months,  (March)  two 
Doftors  happening  to  meet  at  my  houfe, 
and  the  leg  being  made  bare  (which  might 
have  appeared  to  advantage  at  a  public 
corner)  one  of  them  propofed  placing  an 
iflue  above  aii  the  fores  5  the  other  was  for 
cupping  in  feveral  places  along  the  inflam¬ 
mation.  I  told  them,  feeing  they  differed, 
I  would  agree  to  neither,  but  would  direct¬ 
ly  follow  Dr.  Thompfon’s  advice.  I  foon 
raifed  the  dofe  to  two  drams  twice,  and 
fometimes  thrice  a  day.  Some  days  it  purg¬ 
ed  a  little,  and,  in  lefs  than  three  weeks, 
appeared  round  the  larger  fores  as  black  as 
I  had  fwallowed  it.  Soon  after,  every  fore 
was  fkinned  over,  and  the  fweliing  very  much 
reduced;  though  the  leg  continued  to  re- 
femble  in  colour  a  boiled  lobfter,  and  ftili 
demanded  the  wet  cloths.  It  is  to  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  all  this  time,  and  long  after, 
it  never  could  bear  the  warmth  of  a  bed; 
but  was  laid  on  a  chair  or  flool  by  the  bed 
fide,  and  was  fo  uneafy  to  me  that  I  reckon¬ 
ed  two  or  three  hours  continued  fleep,  a  very 
long  one.  I  fwallowed  furely  pounds  of 
sethiops,  eat  and  drank  antifcorbutics  in 

U  profufion. 
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profufion,  gave  up  all  kind  of  animal  food, 
and  drank  nothing  but  water  [and  butter¬ 
milk  for  near  three  years.  The  leg  became 
pretty  eafy  ;  the  bowels  uneafy.  By  advice 
I  turned  to  the  trimming  diet.  In  the  begin- 
ing  of  1738,  both  legs  were  affe&ed.  I  took 
the  asthiops  by  fpoonfuls,  without  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  weighing,  for  I  laid  it  in  per  pound ; 
and  finding  opportunity  to  drink  the  goat 
whey,  both  in  1738  and  1739,  I  got  the 
legs  in  agoodmeafure  reduced.  In  1740, 
I  came  into  England,  but  found  no  change 
of  conftitution  with  that  of  the  climate.  I 
foon  had  again  recourfe  to  asthiops,  &c .  yet, 
in  Ipite  of  all  I  could  do,  the  legs  fwelled, 
and,  in  1743,  fome  of  the  old  fores  opened 
afrefh.  I  got  a  new  prefcription  from  Dr. 
Clerk,  of  Edinburgh,  in  which,  as  I  re¬ 
member,  their  was  g.  guaiacum  and  quick- 
filver,  which  helped  me  a  good  deal,  but 
had  not  healed  the  fores,  perhaps  through 
my  own  fault,  when,  in  Augufl:  1744,  I  fet 
out  for  Scotland,  in  fuch  a  plight,  that  it 
was  fcarce  expe&ed  I  could  make  out  the 
journey.  I  continued  my  medicines  on  the 
road;  was  always  moft  at  eafe  when  on 

horfeback; 
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horfeback;  and  my  boots  upon  my  port¬ 
manteau.  I  ought  to  have  obferved,  that  I 
drank  tar  water  feveral  months  before  this 
journey,  though  it  was  no  part  of  Dr.  Clerk's 
prefcription.1 

I  went  to  Aberdeen ;  made  various  tours 
in  the  country;  before  the  middle  of  Octo¬ 
ber  was  able  to  put  on  my  boots,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  wear  them  all  the  journey  back  to 
this  place,  where  I  arrived  before  the  end 
of  that  month. 

Thus  things  continued,  with  little  altera¬ 
tion,  till  1749,  when,  after  having  feveral 
months  fiept  founder  on  the  carpet  than  in 
my  bed,  I  fet  out  for  Bath,  but  my  legs 
could  not  yet  bear  the  boots.  I  continued 
there,  or  near  to  it,  till  April  1750.  I  ufed 
Plummer's  alterative  pills,  aethiops,  drank 
the  water  freely,  and  bathed  frequently ; 
and  from  thence  I  brought  the  legs  in  a 
more  promifing  ftate  than  they  had  been,  at 
any  times  fince  the  firft  eruption. 

In  that  fame  year  1750,  and  alfo  17513 
I  was  both  the  feafons  at  Scarborough, 
where  I  drank  the  ipaw,  fometimes  with  its 
own  fait,  fometimes  with  fea  water ;  moftly 

U  z  without 
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without  either ;  and  bathed  in  the  fea. 
After  getting  home,  I  frequently  drank  Scar¬ 
borough  water  or  fea  water  $  I  took  altera¬ 
tive  pills,  and  feemed  to  maintain  the  ground 
I  had  gained  at  Bath,  till  near  the  end  of 
1752.  Then  a  new  lymptom  appeared, 
which  advanced  apace  with  the  fpring  fol¬ 
lowing  $  and  that  was  a  hard  fwelling  in  the 
calf  of  the  firft  affedted  leg,  but  attended 
■with  no  manner  of  eruption,  nor  with  the 
wonted  pain  and  heat. 

I  went  on  for  fome  time  with  my  waters, 
and  other  alteratives,  not  fending  for  my 
Doctor,  who  lived  at  a  great  diftance.  When 
I  had  recourfe  to  him,  he  advifed  that,  after 
having  dealt  fo  long,  fo  deeply,  and  to  fo 
little  purpofe,  in  antifcorbutics,  oranges,  &c. 
I  fhould  give  up  all  manner  of  acids  in  the 
lump,  even  vinegar  in  fallet ;  eat  only  white 
meats,  and  thofe  rather  boiled  than  roafted  ; 
and  drink  only  barley  water  for  a  month  or 
two  5  continuing  my  alterative  pills  as  for¬ 
merly.  All  this  I  did  for  feveral  months, 
yet  the  fwelling  rather  increafed  than  abated ; 
it  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  calf  of  my  leg, 
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affecting  my  knee  but  very  little,  and  my 
ankle  ftill  lefs. 

The  Doftor  then  advifed  cutting  an  iffue 
in  each  thigh ;  I  pleaded  that  the  right  thigh 
might  be  reprieved,  at  leaft  till  its  own  leg 
fhould  complain ;  which  happened  in  a  fhort 
time  afterwards,  for  the  fecond  iffue  was 
cut  Odtober  24,  as  the  firft  had  been  July 
1 8,  1753, — witnefs  apothecary’s  bill.  The 
Dodtor  had  alfo  varied  my  alterative,  ordered 
Plummer’s  medicine,  with  calomel  in  equal 
quantities,  j,  2,  3,  or  more  grains  of  each, 
as  I  fhould  be  able  to  bear  it  Without  purg¬ 
ing,  interpofing  purging  phyfic  at  proper 
diftances  of  time. 

I  went  on  in  this  way  till  the  beginning 
of  June  1754,  without  any  amendment, 
when  I  began  the  ufe  of  a  new  medicine, 
which  foon  relieved,  and  in  time,  removed 
all  my  complaints. 

On  the  19th  of  June  this  year,  by  the 
Dodtor’ s  orders,  I  was  firft  blooded  to  about 
14  ounces,  and,  in  an  hour  after,  drank  the 
firft  draught  of  lime  water ;  which  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  take  at  the  rate  of  three  pints  a  day, 
for  five  months,  in  which  time  the  fweiling 

U  3  was 
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was  quite  gone  from  both  legs.  I  then  in¬ 
termitted  14  days,  and  the  legs  began  anew 
to  grow  hard,  and  to  fwell  a  little :  I  re¬ 
turned  to  the  lime  water  ;  and,  in  ten  days, 
thefe  appearances  vanished. 

In  the  end  of  January  1755,  I  happened 
to  ftrike  the  right  foot  againft  the  left  ankle, 
and  opened  an  old  fore;  the  firft  opening 
fincemy  leaving  Bath  in  April  1750.  This 
Was  troublefome  while  I  ftaid  in  town,  but 
in  the  country  became  eafier,  perhaps  chief¬ 
ly  from  riding.  The  only  outward  applica¬ 
tion  I  ufed  was  Turner’s  cerate,  except  wafh- 
ing  and  fomenting  with  lime  water ;  and  I 
can  now  tell  you,  that  I  have  feen  the  fore 
fairly  {tinned  over,  which  I  had  not  to  boaft 
of  till  the  1 2th  infant,  and  therefore  de¬ 
layed  giving  you  this  hiftory  :  in  which,  al¬ 
though  you  have  not  the  whole  truth,  many 
things  being  omitted,  fuch  as  wafhings  and 
purgings  indefinite;  interloping  experiments 
from  grave  men  and  women,  not  a  few ; 
befides  two  or  three  defperate  plunges,  per¬ 
haps  not  ftri&ly  chargeable  to  account  of 
the  legs,  I  think  you  have  nothing  but  what 
is  true.  I  {hall  yet  add,  what  I  had  not  to 

fay 
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fay  of  any  one  of  my  beft  years  fince  1732, 
that  from  the  19th  of  June  1754,  to  this 
prefent  writing,  I  have  fwallowed  no  kind 
of  drug  except  two  dofes  of  rhubarb,  one  in 
Auguft,  and  one  in  December  laft,  as  per 
apothecary’s  bill,  and  fome  balfam  of  ful- 
phur  through  the  winter.  I  do  indeed  ride 
out  fome  hours  almoft  every  day,  am  pretty 
careful  as  to  eating  and  drinking,  and  juft 
now,  all  glory  to  God,  the  old  legs,  and 
whole  tabernacle*  feem  in  as  good  repair,  as 
can  be  expected,  in  fuch  a  fabric,  and  of  fo 
long  {landing  $  for  be  it  known  unto  you,  I 
bear  date  from  February  1689.  How  long 
this  prefent  ftate  may  be  continued,  is  not 
mine  to  know.  I  refolve,  in  humble  depend- 
ance  on  God’s  good  providence,  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the  ufe  of  lime  water,  and  in  being, 

Dear  Sir , 

Tours  3  &c. 


U  4 


Stretton  in  Bedfordihire, 
July  15,  1755. 


XXIV.  An 
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XXIV.  An  Accowit  of  two  paralytic  cafes , 
in  a  letter from  Alexander  Ruffell,  M.  D, 
at  Aleppo ,  to  Dr.  John  Fothergill,  and  by 
him  communicated  to  the  Medical  Society » 
Read  November  1,  1756. 

SIR , 

IN  moft  difeafes  that  are  fuppofed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  function  of  the  nerves 
being  injured,  all  practitioners  know,  that 
ftrange  and  unexpected  changes  are  not  un¬ 
common.  Several  inftances  are  upon  record 
of  palfies  cured  by  fudden  frights,  and  other 
fimilar  caufes ;  but  I  do  not  recoiled  any 
that  were  reftored  to  health  by  the  very 
caufe  that  had  produced  the  complaint. 
This  confideration  induced  me  to  fend  you 
the  firft  of  the  following  cafes. 

The  fecond  appeared  to  me  fingular,  in 
that  the  firft  figns  of  recovery  in  the  arm 
appeared  in  the  fingers,  and  proceeded  gra¬ 
dually  upwards  towards  the  body  ;  whereas, 
in  the  lower  parts,  the  firft  motion  was  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  mufcles  neareft  the  body,  and 
proceeded  downwards  ;  which  is  what  I 

have 
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have  not  before  met  with  in  my  pradtice  5 
though  I  have  had  numbers  under  my  care 
in  this  difeafe. 

As  I  cannot,  in  this  remote  part  of  the 
world,  have  many  books;  nor  from  the 
hurry  of  practice,  in  which  I  have  been  fe~ 
veral  years  engaged,  fufficient  time  to  exa¬ 
mine  even  thofe  I  have  ;  perhaps  feveral 
cafes  of  a  fimilar  nature  may  be  upon  re¬ 
cord,  though  I  have  not  met  with  them :  be 
that  as  it  will,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make 
what  ufe  you  pleafe  of  the  following,, 

I  am, 

Aleppo,  4th 

January,  Sir, 

*754* 

your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
Alexander  Russell* 

1 

CASE  I. 

A  young  man  of  this  city,  aged  about 
26,  of  a  healthy  conftitution,  tall,  thin,  and 

of 
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of  that  temperament  called  by  the  ancients 
atrabilious  5  after  complaining  a  few  hours  of 
a  violent  head-ach,  was  of  a  fudden  deprived 
of  all  fenfe  and  motion.  In  this  apopledtic 
ftate  he  lay  feveral  hours,  notwithflanding 
various  endeavours  to  roufe  him.  Upon  re¬ 
covering  his  fenfes,  he  ftill  complained  of 
an  exceffive  head-ach,  and,  in  a  few  hours 
more,  fell  into  a  fimilar  fit  with  the  former, 
which  was  alfo  of  much  the  fame  duration. 

On  the  fecond  day  in  the  morning  I  was 
called,  and  found  him  in  one  of  thefe  fits. 
He  then  lay  like  a  perfon  in  a  found  fleep  ; 
the  left  fide  of  his  face  was  as  red  as  fcarlet ; 
and  the  albuginious  coat  of  the  eye,  on  that 
fide,  of  the  fame  colour  :  his  pulfe  flrong, 
full,  hard,  and  fomewhat  quicker  than  na¬ 
tural  :  his  refpiration  equal  and  deep,  at¬ 
tended  with  fnoring.  Upon  recovering  from 
this  fit,  the  rednefs  of  the  face  and  eye  greatly 
abated ;  but  he  complained  of  the  head-ach 
as  much  as  ever  5  and  that  he  found  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  moving  his  left  leg  and  arm. 

Notwithflanding  bleeding,  cupping,  vefi- 
catories,  flimulating  purgative  clyflers,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  other  common  methods,  he 

continued 
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continued  to  have  two  or  three  fuch  fits 
within  the  24  hours,  till  the  fifth  day  of 
the  difeafe  ;  in  fome  of  which,  the  fide  af- 
fe&ed  was  flightly  convulfed,  in  others  not. 
When  the  fit  went  off*,  the  left  fide  was  fome- 
times  paralytic,  and  this  was  often  removed 
by  the  fucceeding  fit  j  but  the  laft  ended  in 
a  hemiplegia ,  entirely  depriving  him  of  the 
power  of  moving  that  fide,  though  the 
fenfe  of  feeling  ftill  remained. 

In  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  from  his  fei- 
zure,  he  had,  by  means  of  the  ufual  reme¬ 
dies,  recovered  the  motion  of  every  part, 
except  the  leg  and  thigh ;  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  endeavours,  for  a  much  longer 
time  remained  entirely  ulelefs  $  fo  that  he 
tied  up  his  leg  and  walked  upon  crutches ; 
and  finding  himfelf  free  from  all  other  com¬ 
plaints,  and  difpairing  of  any  farther  relief, 
he  left  off  all  medicines  j  and  being  incapa¬ 
ble  of  following  his  former  occupation, 
which  was  that  of  a  weaver  of  filk  and 
cotton  fluffs,  he  took  a  little  fhop,  and 
fold  tobacco. 

About  twelve  months  from  the  firfl:  at¬ 
tack,  one  day  fitting  in  his  (hop,  he  was 

farprized 
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furprized  to  find  that  he  had  a  power  of 
moving  his  leg  ;  and,  upon  tryal,  he  obfer- 
ved  that  he  could  alfo  ftand  upon  it.  This 
power  however  was  but  of  a  few  minutes 
duration,  and  the  parts  foon  became  as  in¬ 
capable  of  motion  as  before.  That  evening 
he  complained  of  a  head-ach,  and  in  the 
night  was  feized  with  a  fit,  in  the  fame 
manner  he  had  been  at  firft ;  during  which 
the  paralytic  limb  was  ftrongly  convulfed  j 
and,  upon  recovering  from  the  fit,  he  could 
move  it,  though  but  in  a  fmall  degree. 

The  fame  remedies  were  prefcribed  as  at 
the  beginning  of  the  difeafe ;  and  flxong 
fri&ions,  with  warm  ftimulating  medicines, 
and  fpirituous  fomentations,  were  ordered 
for  the  parts  affe&ed  ;  and  in  particular,  that 
thefe  things  fhould  be  afliduoufly  applied 
during  the  continuance  of  the  fit,  which  re¬ 
turned  next  day,  and  the  fucceeding  night ; 
upon  going  off  of  which  laft,  the  paralytic 
limb  was  completely  recovered ;  and,  before 
the  week  was  out,  he  was  fo  well  as  to  walk 
to  a  village  at  the  diftance  of  nine  miles. 

It  is  now  eight  years  fince  his  recovery, 
during  which  time  he  has  made  pretty  free 

with 
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with  fpirituous  liquors*  met  with  Several  dis¬ 
appointments,  and  Undergone  many  hard- 
Ihips,  particularly  in  travelling  over  the  de- 
fert  to  and  from  Buflbrah,  without  any  man¬ 
ner  of  complaint,  excepting  from  a  fever 
and  flux,  which  he  contracted  there  ;  but 
thefe  were  foon  removed  by  the  common 
methods. 

CASE  II. 

An  old  man,  upwards  of  eighty,  of  a  low 
ftature,  fhort  neck,  and  grofs  habit,  healthy, 
and  though  a  Turk,  had  formerly  drank 
pretty  freely  ;  was  feized  with  an  apopledtic 
fit,  in  which  he  lay  for  about  three  hours, 
terminating  at  lafl:  in  an  hemiplegia ,  depriving 
him  of  all  fenfe  and  motion  of  the  left  fide. 

As  he  was  then  Sardar,  or  chief  officer  of 
the  Janizaries  in  this  city,  I  was  much  im¬ 
portuned  by  the  Bafhaw,  Kady,  and  other 
people  of  condition,  to  attend  him;  though 
there  was  little,  if  any  profped,  of  be¬ 
ing  of  fervice.  Accordingly  the  common 
means,  both  internal  and  external,  were 
ufed.  In  about  a  fortnight  he  begun  to 
complain  of  violent  pains  in  his  leg  and  arm, 
particularly  the  latter,  in  which  the  fenfe  of 
feeling  began  to  return.  A  power  of  moving 

firft 
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firfl:  the  fingers,  then  the  wrift,  and  fo  by 
degrees  the  arm,  daily  increafed  ;  till,  in 
about  two  months,  the  diftortion  of  the  face 
was  removed,  and  the  full  firength  of  his 
arm  reftored  :  but  though  he  had  great  pain 
in  the  leg  and  thigh,  and  could  feel  when 
pinched  ;  yet  they  were  Hill  without  any 
motion,  except  a  very  fmall  one  in  thofe  muf- 
cles  next  the  body.  This  power  increafed  in 
an  oppofite  direction  to  that  of  the  arm,  the 
mufcles  of  the  thigh  recovering  firfl:,  next 
thofe  of  the  leg,  and  fo  by  degrees  the  foot 
and  toes.  About  fix  months  after  the  firfl: 
fit,  he  had  another,  which  was  however  but 
of  a  few  minutes  duration,  and  made  no 
manner  of  alteration  as  to  the  paralytic  parts, 
they  recovering  by  flow  degrees,  fo  that  in 
about  eight  months,  he  was  able  to  walk 
without  help;  though  he  Hill  dragged  his 
foot,  and  continues  now  to  do  the  fame, 
though  otherways  healthy  and  well. 

N.  B.  Dr.  Ruffell  has,  fince  his  return  to 
England,  been  informed,  that  in  about  one 
year  after  this  recovery,  the  Sardar  was  at¬ 
tacked  with  another  apopledtic  fit,  which 
carried  him  off  in  a  few  minutes. 

XXV.  Of 
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XXV.  Of  the  ufe  of  the  Cortex  Peruvianus 
in  Scrophulous  Diforders .  By  John  Fa- 
thergill,  M.  D.  Read  Nov.  29 ,  1756. 

AS  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met 
with  many  inftances  recorded  of  the 
effedts  of  the  Bark  in  Scrophulous  Diforders, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  the  following  ob- 
fervations  on  this  fubjedt  to  the  Society,  and 
fubmit  them  intirely  to  their  corredtion  and 
difpofal. 

About  the  year  1744,  a  poor  woman 
brought  her  child,  a  boy  between  twelve  and 
fourteen  months  old,  and  requefled  my  af- 
fiflance  for  adiforder  in  its  eyes,  that  feemed 
to  threaten  total  blindnefs.  The  eyelids  were 
fo  fwelled,  and  fo  exquifitely  tender,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  I  obtained  the  flighted: 
view  of  one  eye,  the  coats  whereof  feemed 
only  to  be  affedted :  the  lips  were  likewife 
much  fwelled ;  the  glands  about  the  neck 
enlarged  5  and  fthe  whole  afpedt  denoted  a 
fcrophulous  tendency. 

I  ordered  a  fpoonful  of  a  decodtion  of 
the  Bark  to  be  given  three  times  a  day,  adding 

to 
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to  each  dofe  from  6  to  10  drops  of  the  half, 
polychreft .  or  fo  many  as  might  be  fufficient 
to  procure  a  laxative  ftool  every  day,  the 
child  being  naturally  of  a  coftive  habit. 

The  child  was  ordered  to  live  upon  light 
broth,  and  fuch  tender  animal  food  as  the 
poor  woman  could  procure  5  and  to  be  kept 
from  much  fruit  and  vegetables. 

By  this  method,  in  about  a  fortnight,  he 
was  able  to  bear  the  light ;  and,  in  a  month, 
I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  fee  him  perfe&ly  re¬ 
covered. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  experiment  induced  me 
to  repeat  it  as  occafion  offered.  Not  long 
after,  a  boy  was  brought  to  me,  about  feven 
years  old,  of  a  thin  fpare  habit,  pale  fickly 
look,  with  the  eyelids  fo  much  fwelled,  and 
the  eyes  fo  tender,  as  to  be  incapable  of 
bearing  the  leaft  glimmering  of  light ;  and 
his  face  was  here  and  there  crufted  with 
moift  fcabs,  which  had  almoft  covered  his 
chin. 

I  ordered  a  deco&ion  of  the  Bark  to  be 
given,  to  the  quantity  of  a  fpoonful  and  a 
half,  three  times  a  day ;  and  a  fmall  pill, 

with 
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with  one  grain  of  calomel  in  a  little  conferva 
of  rofes,  every  other  night. 

This  procefs  was  continued  about  ten 
days,  when  he  was  brought  to  me  again  : 
the  eyes  were  lefs  tender,  and  his  face  was 
fomewhat  cleared  of  the  fcabs  :  but  as  the 
Feafon  was  then  growing  colder,  the  decoc¬ 
tion  was  continued  alone  about  a  month* 
when  the  child  had  recovered  better  health 
than  he  had  enjoyed  during  the  preceding 
year  :  he  could  bear  any  light  without  pain, 
the  fcabs  had  difappeared,  and  the  glands 

were  become  fmall  and  fofter. 

The  fpring  following,  his  eyes  again 
growing  tender  and  painful,  and  other  lymp- 
totns  appearing  of  his  former  indilpolition, 
the  fame  remedies  were  repeated,  and  pro¬ 
duced  the  fame  effects  as  before  ;  and  that 
he  might  be  fecured  from  the  like  returns 
for  the  future,  I  advifed  that  he  fhould  take 
the  decoition  and  pills  for  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight,  once  in  three  months,  for  about 
a  yean  This  advice  was  punctually  com¬ 
plied  with,  and  he  remained  free  from  any 
fymptom  of  the  diforder  about  four  years, 
from  the  laft  repetition  of  the  medicines, 

X  when 
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when  he  was  feized  with  the  confluent  final! 
pox,  at  that  time  very  rife  and  fatal,  and 
died  of  the  fecond  fever. 

In  the  year  1750,  a  poor  woman  brought 
her  child,  fomewhat  more  than  a  year  old, 
affeded  with  a  very  painful  fcrophulous  oph- 
thalmy,  to  Dr.  Clephane  and  me,  then  at 
Scarborough.  A  method  like  the  former 
was  directed,  and  we  had  the  fatisfadion  to 
find,  e’re  we  left  the  place,  that  the  child 
had  reaped  from  it  all  the  benefit  we  could 
wifh. 

A  young  gentleman,  about  feventeen,  of 
a  thin  habit,  in  an  employment  that  admit¬ 
ted  but  of  little  exercife,  accuftomed  to  a 
plentiful  table,  and  deriving  from  his  parents 
a  fcrophulous  taint,  defired  my  afliftance  for 
a  large  indurated  parotid. 

I  direded  a  two  ounce  draught  of  the 
decodion  of  the  Bark,  with  about  forty 
drops  of  the  tinffi.  guaiac .  volatilis  to  be 
taken  twice  a  day,  and  to  be  continued  du¬ 
ring  two  months. 

By  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  he  grew  ftrong 
and  more  florid  :  the  tumour  did  not  in- 
creafe,  but  felt  fomewhat  fofter  than  at  fir  ft. 
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Having  thus  flopped  its  progrefs ;  I  advifed 
him  to  defift  about  two  months,  and  then 
to  repeat  the  fame  remedy  :  but  no  confider- 
able  benefit  accrued  from  this  fecond  courfe  * 
the  tumour,  though  lefs  than  at  firft,  was 
ftill  obfervable. 

Things  remained  in  this  fituation  about  a 
year,  when  his  chin  and  upper  lip  began  to 
be  covered  with  a  thick  yellow  fcab,  moift 
and  itching.  This  was  both  troublefome 
and  difagreeable.  I  had  recourfe  again  to 
the  Bark  in  various  forms,  but  without 
the  advantage  I  hoped  for  :  it  feemed  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  the  diftemper,  but  did 
not  cure  it.  A  courfe  of  calomel  and  Jul - 
phur  aurat.  antimon .  in  fmall  dofes,  viz . 
a  grain  of  each  every  night,  gradually  clear¬ 
ed  his  face  of  this  difagreable  gueft ;  but  it 
foon  broke  out  again.  Bathing  in  the  fea, 
and  the  ufe  of  Scarborough  water  upon  the 
fpot,  at  length  extirpated  this  cutaneous  dis¬ 
order.  The  parotid  however  ftill  continued 
fwelled ;  but  as  he  now  began  to  acquire  a 
more  manly  habit,  it  ceafed  to  be  confpi- 
cuou$. 


X  2 
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In  this  cafe  I  had  juft  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  the  Bark  put  a  flop  to  the  tumour’s  in- 
creafe,  and  rather  foftened  it ;  but  this  was 
all :  and  I  have  met  with  many  other  cafes, 
in  which  the  Bark  has  had  the  like  eftefts  ; 
checked  the  fpeedy  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
refcored  a  better  date  of  health  in  various  re- 
fpedts,  and  laid  a  proper  foundation  to  pro¬ 
ceed  upon,  in  attempting  a  cure  by  other 
methods.  I  have  likewife  made  ufe  of  the 
Bark  in  fcrophulous  ulcers,  but  hitherto  not 
with  the  fuccefs  one  might  expedt. 

I  have  at  prefent  under  my  care  a  boy 
about  fourteen,  a  girl  about  ten  years  of 
age,  and  a  third  about  feven  of  a  very  de¬ 
licate  habit.  The  two  firft  are  poor,  and  a 
charge  to  their  parents,  from  a  forenefs  in 
their  eyes,  that  renders  them  incapable  of 
bearing  the  light,  or  doing  any  thing  to¬ 
wards  their  fupport.  The  lafl  is  obliged  to 
live  in  conftant  darknefs,  though  the  child 
of  perfons  in  better  condition.  They  have 
been  in  the  courfe  deferibed  above  feveral 
weeks,  and  are  daily  recovering. 

Sometimes  I  give  the  calomel  pills  above- 
inenticned  with  the  decodtion,  efpecially  if 

any 
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any  fymptoms  of  the  worms  appear,  or  if 
the  cafe  is  attended  with  coftivenefs,  and  a 
difcharge  of  acrimonious  moifture  on  any 
part  of  the  fkin.  But  the  Bark  is  the  reme¬ 
dy  I  think  chiefly  to  be  depended  on ;  and 
the  dofe  fhould  be  as  much  as  the  patient 
can  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  ;  providing 
with  equal  care  againft  coftivenefs  and  its 
oppofite. 

As  I  imagine  the  refult  of  repeated  obfer- 
vations  will  be  more  agreeable  to  your  plan 
than  a  detail  of  particular  cafes,  I  (hall  con¬ 
clude  this  narrative  with  remarking  that  I 
have  given  the  Bark,  in  cafes  fimilar  to  thofe 
above  defcribed,  to  children  of  different  ages, 
to  adults  of  both  fexes,  and  in  various  con¬ 
ditions  of  life  ;  and  have  found,  that  it  may 
not  only  be  given  with  great  fafety,  but  to 
manifeft  advantage,  in  many  fcrophulous 
complaints :  inveterate  ophthalmies  generally 
yield  to  it :  incipient  glandular  tumours  are 
very  frequently  refolved,  and  their  farther 
progrefs  flopped  :  fwelled  lips,  cutaneous 
blotches  arifing  from  the  like  caufe,  are  heal¬ 
ed,  and  the  tendency  to  a  ftrumous  habit 

X  3  cor- 
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corrected,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  the  Cortex 

Feruvianus . 

There  are  few,  I  believe,  who  are  conver- 
fant  in  the  practice  of  phyfic,  who  do  not 
find  occaflon,  at  one  time  or  other,  to  be 
diffatisfied  with  the  ieveral  methods  and  me¬ 
dicines  hitherto  recommended  in  the  cure  of 
the  diforders  I  have  been  mentioning.  A 
fwelled  lip,  a  blood-fhot  eye,  will  frequent¬ 
ly  baffle  a  courfe  of  efficacious  remedies  un¬ 
der  prudent  directions.  When  the  difeafe 
is  farther  advanced,  it  grows  more  obfti- 
nate  ;  the  greater  the  number  of  parts  that 
are  affe&ed,  the  more  the  difficulties  are 
increafed.  We  have  indeed  a  copious  choice 
of  alteratives  handed  down  to  us,  all  which 
perhaps  have  been,  in  particular  inftan- 
ces,  beneficial ;  but  neverthelefs  they  too 
often  difappoint  us.  Mold  of  the  remedies 
propofed  for  this  diftemper,  are  fuch  as  feem 
recommended  more  with  a  view  to  alter  the 
juices,  then  immediately  to  affed  the  folids : 
but  we  hitherto  know  much  lefs  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  fluids  circulating  in  an  animal  body, 
or  how  to  alter  them,  than  we  do  how  to 
apply  fuch  medicines  as  affed  the  folids, 

and, 
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and,  in  confequence  thereof,  produce  cer¬ 
tain  alterations  in  the  fluids. 

It'  is  not  fafe  to  infer,  that  the  various 
kinds  of  falts  have  the  fame  effects  upon 
animal  juices,  whether  taken  from  the  ani¬ 
mal,  or  circulating  in  their  proper  canals. 
Experience  does  not  always  warrant  fuch 
conclufions.  The  digeftive  powers  of  the 
ftomach,  by  the  fame  means  that  they  con¬ 
vert  different  forts  of  aliments,  fome  of  them 
fufficiently  acrid,  into  a  mild  and  milky 
fluid,  feem  able  to  deprive  the  moft  pungent 
falts  of  great  part  of  their  activity.  And  this 
circumftance  alone,  in  my  opinion,  renders 
a  dependance  upon  one  part  of  the  Materia 
Medica ,  on  which  many  pleafmg  expecta¬ 
tions  have  been  formed,  much  to  be  fuf- 
peCted,  I  mean  the  different  kinds  of  falts 
recommended  in  ftrumous  diforders.  It  is 
very  certain  that  the  effedts  of  the  acid  and 
the  alkaline  greatly  depend  on  the  prefen t 
difpofition  of  the  juices  in  the  ftomach  and 
firft  pafiages.  The  neutral  ones  are  not  al¬ 
together  exempt  from  the  fame  influence  ; 
and  fhould  they  pafs  unaltered  into  the 
blood,  we  cannot  afcertain  their  effedts  upon 
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it  :  and  could  we  even  do  this,  can  it  rea~ 
fonably  be  fuppofed,  that  a  few  drams  of 
any  kind  of  fait,  however  adtive,  and  pro¬ 
perly  adapted,  mixed  with  fo  many  pounds 
of  blood,  and  other  animal  juices,  could 
produce  the  efifedt  we  wilh  for,  or  be  able  to 
extirpate  a  difeafe,  as  the  ancients  exprefled 
themfelves,  totius  fubjlanticc ,  and  fixed  in  the 
moll  inacceffible  parts  of  the  animal  (eco¬ 
nomy.  The  chance  therefore  of  curing  this 
diftemper,  by  means  of  remedies  defigned  to 
adt  on  the  fluids  alone,  is  but  little.  It  may 
indeed  be  urged,  that  falts,  as  ftimulants, 
affedt  the  folids  as  well  as  fluids;  and  that 
they  may  do  fo  is  granted :  but  in  this 
cafe  their  operation  is  much  confined  ;  for 
it  may  be  doubted,  whether  their  Jlimulus 
extends  beyond  the  firft  paflfages. 

The  afpedt,  habit,  and  age  of  ftru- 
mous  perfons ;  the  nature  of  their  tumours 
in  refpedt  to  their  formation,  progrefs,  and 
ifiue,  feem  to  indicate  a  general  laxity  of  the 
folids,  as  well  as  great  vifcidity  of  the  fluids, 
efpecially  thofe  contained  in  fome  particular 
feries  of  vefiels ;  which  caufes,  when  com¬ 
bined,  proceed  with  a  flow  but  conftant 

efficacy 
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efficacy  to  produce  the  worft  of  mifchiefs^ 
unlefs  prevented  by  the  interpofition  of  fome 
favourable  change  in  the  non-naturals,  or  by 
medical  affiftance. 

It  may  indeed  be  difputed,  whether  the 
folids  being  firft  relaxed,  the  fluids  do  not 
become  vifcid,  and  unfit  for  their  office,  in 
confequence  of  this  relaxation ;  or  whether 
the  juices  are  not  firft  vitiated,  and  from 
them  a  laxity  of  the  folids  is  inevitably  de¬ 
rived.  Cafes  may  happen  in  which  one  or 
the  other  of  thefe  fuppofltions  may,  with 
great  probability,  be  admitted  ;  but,  in  either 
cafe,  fince  it  feems  beyond  difpute,  that  the 
power  of  affedting  the  folids  is  more  under 
our  command  than  that  of  altering  the  flu¬ 
ids,  it  is  reafonable  to  diredt  our  applications, 
in  the  cure  of  this  diftemper,  more  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  folids,  as,  without  their  aflift- 
ance,  the  fluids  muft  ftill  remain  in  a  mor¬ 
bid  condition. 

All  internal  remedies  given  by  the  mouth, 
gnd  defigned  to  adt  beyond  the  ftomach, 
muft  be  expofed  to  the  efficacy  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  by  which  digeftion  is  performed  :  it  is 
therefore  incumbent  upon  the  prefcriber  to 
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confider  how  far  the  virtues  of  the  medi¬ 
cines  he  gives,  are  liable  to  be  affedled  in 
their  tranfit  to  the  parts  where  he  is  delirous 
they  fhould  adt.  Moft  of  the  faline  reme¬ 
dies,  as  hath  already  been  obferved,  are  li¬ 
able  to  great  alterations  in  the  ftomach.  Al- 
caline  and  acid  falts  may  become  neutral  and 
faponaceous ;  neutral  ones  may  be  diluted, 
and  difpofed  to  run  off  immediately  by  the 
emundtories,  and  all  of  them  contribute  as 
little  towards  eradicating  this  diftemper,  as 
they  do  towards  effecting  the  change  we  call 
digeflion  :  a  change  whereby  fubftances  ve¬ 
ry  remote  from  it,  are  converted  into  an 
animal  nature. 

And  it  feems  to  me,  that  in  the  cure  of 
all  chronic  complaints,  however  diftant 
their  feat  may  be  from  the  ftomach,  thofe 
will  have  the  greateft  fuccefs,  who  attentive¬ 
ly  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  organ  ; 
who  remove  every  obftrudlion  to  its  perform¬ 
ing  the  office  of  digeflion  with  eafe,  con- 
ftancy,  and  expedition.  For  if  digeflion  is 
well  performed,  the  chyle  is  proper ;  the 
blood  produced  from  this  chyle  is  natural  ; 
the  fecretions^  nutriment,  and  excretions, 

will 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  3 1 5 

will  be  regular ;  health,  ftrength,  and  activi¬ 
ty,  enfue  ;  difeafes  vanifh.  If  digeftion  lan- 
guifh,  the  contrary  happens,  in  fpite  of  the 
beft  fpecifics,  unlefs  one  part  of  their  virtues 
be  to  reftore  the  injured  faculties  of  digeftion 
to  their  priftine  and  natural  ftate. 

And  from  the  moft  attentive  confederation 
of  the  cure  of  many  chronic  complaints, 
and  the  moft  unprejudiced  difquifition  what 
(hare  the  medicines  applied  have  had  in  ef¬ 
fecting  fuch  cures;  by  much  the  greateft 
part  of  thefe  diftempers  feem  to  have  been 
removed,  rather  in  confequence  of  the  medi¬ 
cines  given  having  had  a  certain  effeCl  on 
the  ftomach,  and  thereby  enabling  nature 
to  do  her  own  bufinefs,  than  by  any  fpecific 
operations  on  the  particular  feat  of  the  di- 
ftemper. 

If  the  immediate  caufe  of  intermittents 
does  not  relide  always  in  the  ftomach  and 
firft  paflages,  it  often  does  undoubtedly.  An 
emetic  fometimes  cures  it  ;  bitters  of  alt 
kinds  often  ;  aftringents  likewife :  and,  in  a 
word,  whatever  has  a  power  of  affifting  di¬ 
geftion,  have,  at  one  time  or  other,  been 
recommended  in  the  cure  of  agues.  The 
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Bark  enjoys  a  degree  of  bitternefs  and  aftrin- 
gency,  that  few  others  are  poffeffed  of  in  the 
fame  proportion.  Some  drugs  are  more  bit¬ 
ter,  but  with  lefs  aftringency j  others  are 
more  aftringent,  but  lefs  bitter.  There  are 
many  cafes  that  yield  to  aftringents,  upon 
which  bitters  have  no  effedt.  There  are 
others,  that  chamomile  flowers,  wormwood, 
gentian,  and  the  like,  will  often  cure,  in 
which  aftringents  are  of  no  ufe.  But  ail 
thefe  give  way  to  the  Bark,  if  the  obftacles 
to  its  efficacy  are  once  removed. 

Strumous  difeafes  are  known  to  affedt  the 
glandular  parts  of  the  body  particularly  ;  they 
have  been  judged  to  proceed  from  obftruc- 
tions  of  thefe  parts ;  and  it  has  likewife  been 
the  opinion  of  fome,  that,  in  all  glandular 
obftrudtions,  the  Bark  was  an  improper  and 
injurious  remedy. 

It  is  well  known  how  great  prepofleffions 
were  raifed  againft  the  Bark,  foon  after  it’s 
difcovery  ;  fo  that  thofe  who  were  its  great- 
eft  advocates,  and,  from  experience,  had  the 
weightieft  reafons  to  be  fo,  could  not  alto¬ 
gether  divert  themfelves  of  many  apprehen- 
fions  concerning  it. 

Sydenham 
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Sydenham  imagines  it  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  rheumatifms.  It  has  been  found,  fince 
his  time,  to  be  an  effectual  remedy  in  this 
difeafe,  under  certain  circumftances.  Thofe 
who  are  fubjedt  to  intermittents,  are  fre¬ 
quently  liable  to  rheumatifms,  Sydenham 
did  not  obferve,  that  a  tranfttion  from  one 
to  the  other,  was  eafy  and  natural.  The 
ftate  of  the  blood,  in  both  cafes,  is  nearly1 
the  fame  ;  the  colour  of  the  urine,  regular 
exacerbations  of  pain,  going  off*  in  profufe 
fweats,  and  many  other  particulars,  are 
fimiiar  in  both.  Had  more  of  the  Bark 
been  given,  no  fuch  rheumatifm  had  infued  2 
had  the  Bark  been  given  before  the  rheuma¬ 
tifm  was  fully  formed,  the  Bark  would  have 
prevented  it :  had  it  been  given  when  the 
pains  remitted,  fo  as  to  form  a  manifeft 
apyrexy,  the  rheumatifm  would  molt  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  cured. 

The  vulgar,  at  that  time,  took  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  fuch  circumftances  to  ftrengthen  their 
prejudices  againft  this  remedy.  Nothing 
was  more  common  at  that  time,  and  nothing 
more  firmly  believed  by  many  now,  than 
that  the  Bark  produces  “pains  in  the  bones,” 

that 
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that  is,  rheumatic  pains,  which  however 
were  not  owing  to  its  ufe,  but  exifted,  be- 
caufe  fufficient  quantities  of  it  had  not  been 
given. 

Sydenham  was  not  the  only  eminent  per- 
fon  of  the  faculty  who  entertained  fuch 
unjuft  prejudices  againft  this  remedy:  the 
great  Boerhaave,  who  did  much  in  the 
theory  of  phyfic,  in  refpedt  to  feparat- 
ing  truth  from  falfehood  ;  certainty  from 
hypothefis;  yet  in  pradtice  fubmitted  to 
the  fafhion  of  his  country  in  too  many  in- 
ftances.  An  unconquerable  dread  of  the 
Bark  was  one  of  thefe  :  he  faw  many  chro¬ 
nic  complaints,  wherein  the  Bark  had  been 
given,  and  attributed  them,  too  readily,  and 
from  opinion,  rather  than  experience,  to  the 
ufe  of  this  drug;  though  probably  thofe 
complaints  arofe  from  its  not  having  been 
given  in  fufficient  quantities.  This  induced 
him  to  forbid  the  Bark  to  many  Britiffi  ftu- 
dents  at  Leyden  affedted  with  agues,  till 
thoie  very  evils  had  befallen  them,  which 
he  apprehended  from  the  Bark  ;  and  fome 
of  them,  to  my  knowledge,  fell  a  facr’ffice 
to  this  unhappy  prejudice,  which  feems  in 

part 
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part  to  have  proceeded  from  the  following 
circumftance. 

The  Bark  commonly  fold  in  Holland,  is 
not  fo  good  as  that  which  we  keep  in  the 
fhops  in  England  ;  for  whatever  is  unfale- 
able  here,  will  find  a  market  in  Holland  ; 
part  of  which  no  doubt  is  confumed  there ; 
and  from  hence  might  arife  many  inconve- 
niencies  fiifficient  to  difcourage  the  profeffor. 
If  a  certain  quantity  of  good  Bark  is  necef- 
fary  to  take  off  an  intermittent,  and  a  much 
fmaller  quantity  is  given,  and  the  kind  great¬ 
ly  defective  in  point  of  efficacy,  ’tis  very  cer¬ 
tain,  that  little  benefit  can  be  derived  from 
it.  The  violence  of  the  paroxyfms  may 
perhaps  thereby  be  moderated,  and  the  af- 
peft  of  the  diftemper  changed,  though  the 
difeafe  itfelf  may  ftill  remain,  and  be  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  train  of  obftinate  complaints,  not 
proceeding  from  the  ufe  of  the  Bark,  but 
meerly  from  its  not  being  good,  and  not  be¬ 
ing  given  in  fufficient  quantities. 

The  firft  attempts  I  made  in  the  cure 
of  fome  fcrophulous  complaints,  by  the 
Bark,  afforded  me  fufficient  encourap-e- 
ment  to  proceed  :  and  I  have  now  the  fatif- 

fadtion 


320  Medical  Ob fervations  and  inquiries. 

faction  to  know  many  young  people,  of  both 
fexes,  free  from  any  appearance  of  this 
difeafe,  who,  in  their  infancy,  had  been  in- 
fefted  with  very  painful  ophthalmies,  fwelled 
lips,  and  the  like  complaints,  in  fpite  of 
many  efficacious  remedies  which  had  been 
applied. 

It  will  not  however  fuceeed  in  all  cafes  j 
but  there  are  few  in  which  a  tryal  can  be 
attended  with  much  detriment.  I  have  never 
known  it  avail  much,  where  the  bones  are 
affedted,  nor  where  the  fcrophulous  tumour 
is  fo  fituated,  as  to  be  attended  with  much 
pain,  as  in  the  joints,  or  under  the  mem¬ 
braneous  covers  of  the  mufcles ;  for  when 
it  attacks  thefe  parts,  the  periojlium  feldom 
efcapes  without  fome  injury,  in  which  cafe 
the  bone  will  of  courfe  be  likewife  injured. 

Here  the  Bark  is  of  no  effedt :  inftead  of 
leffening,  it  rather  adds  to  the  fever,  that  ac¬ 
companies  thefe  circumllances  ;  and,  if  it 
does  not  increafe  the  force  of  the  mifchief, 
it  feems  at  the  leaft  to  haften  its  progrefs. 

I  commonly  make  ufe  of  a  decodtion  like 
the  following,  as  a  form  in  wnich  a  fuffieient 
quantity  may  be  given,  with  the  leaft  difguft. 

R  Pulv. 
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&  Pulv.  Cort.  Per.  gi.  coque  in  aq.  puree 
Ibii  ad  Ibi.  fub  finem  addendo  rad. 
glycyrrh.  incif.  gfs,  Colaturce  adde 
aq.  nuc.  M.  gii.  M.  capiat,  coch . 
ii,  iii,  vel  iv,  cum  tinci.  guaiac. 
vol.  gut .  x,  xx,  ad  lx  ufque,  bis  terve 
quotidie. 

The  powder  foon  becomes  extremely  dif- 
agreeable  to  very  young  patients :  and  the 
extrad,  I  think,  is  not  fo  much  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon,  as  may  have  been  imagined. 
In  making  the  extract,  it  is  expofed  to  fo 
much  heat,  as  muft  have  fome  efred  upon 
its  virtues,  and  perhaps  not  to  their  advant¬ 
age  :  and  in  admin^tring  it,  if  great  care 
is  not  taken  to  mix  it  intimately  with  a  pro¬ 
per  vehicle,  or  fome  very  foluble  lubftance, 
in  weak  bowels,  it  often  purges,  and  not 
only  difappoints  the  prefcriber,  but  injures 
the  patient.  A  fmall  quantity  of  the  cortex 
winteranus  added,  gives  the  medicine  a 
grateful  warmth,  and  renders  a  quantity  of 
compound  water  lefs  neceffary.  And  a  lit¬ 
tle  liquorice,  a  few  raifins,  gum  arable,  or 
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the  like,  added  to  the  decodtion  before  it  is 
taken  from  the  fire,  by  making  the  liquor 
vifcid,  enables  it  to  fufpend  more  of  the  fine 
particles  of  the  Bark,  and  thereby  improves 
the  efficacy  of  the  medicine,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  renders  it  lefs  difagreeable. 
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XXVI.  The  Hijlory  of  an  Aneuryfm  of  the 
Aorta,  with  feme  "Remarks  on  Aneuryfm s 
in  general.  By  William  Hunter,  M.  D . 

Isaac  Brad  well,  a  man  of  a  well 
made  adtive  body,  and  of  a  quick  and 
choleric  difpofition,  died  of  an  Aneuryfm  of 
the  Aorta >  October  29,  1752,  at  the  age  of 
39  years.  His  diftemper,  by  his  own  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cafe,  commenced  about  three 
years  before  his  death.  In  October  1749, 
he  firfl  began  to  be  very  uneafy  in  his  cheft. 
I  was  called  to  him  about  two  months  after¬ 
wards,  viz.  in  December  1 749  ;  from  which 
period,  to  his  death,  I  faw  him  from  time 
to  time,  fometimes  in  his  own  lodging, 
and  fometimes  in  St.  George's  hofpital,  into 
which  he  was  admitted  a  patient  the  13  th 
of  June,  and  continued  to  the  7th  of  No¬ 
vember  of  the  year  1750,  when  he  was 
difeharged,  and  again  admitted  the  r  8th  of 
October  1752,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Rofs 
and  Mr.  Middleton.  From  the  time  of  his 
leaving  the  hofpital  in  1750,  to  his  re-ad- 
miflion  in  1752,  he  was  made  an  out-pati- 

Y  2  ent. 
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ent,  was  affifted  with  the  advice  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  and  had  his  medicines  from  the 
houfe.  He  was  feen  by  many  of  the  facul¬ 
ty  in  London  3  particularly  by  the  ftudents 
who  attended  my  ledtures,  where  he  was 
prefented  feveral  times  to  exhibit  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 

After  many  obfervations  and  inquiries 
upon  the  fubjedt,  I  could  not,  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  probability,  afcertain  the  caufe  of 
his  diforder.  Sometimes  he  imagined  he 
had  hurt  himfelf  by  wreftling  3  but  he  had 
been  well  for  many  years  after  he  had  left 
off  that  exercife.  At  other  times  he  fufpect- 
ed  he  had  injured  himfelf  by  going  on  foot 
a  great  way,  and  in  a  great  hurry,  to  vote  at 
an  election  3  after  which  he  had  a  bad  fever  : 
but  this  was  eleven  or  twelve  years  before 
his  death.  Among  other  things,  he  would 
fometimes  impute  it  to  walking  round  the 
park  for  a  wager,  about  three  years  before 
he  was  taken  ill  3  after  which  he  was  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  pain  in  his  right  fide,  and  under 
his  right  (boulder.  But,  upon  the  whole, 
he  feemed  to  think  it  moft  probable,  that 
his  labour,  in  the  way  of  his  bufinefs,  had 

ftrained 
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/trained  his  breaft.  He  was  a  /lay-maker  : 
and  he  told  me,  that,  in  that  bufmefs,  they 
pufh  in  the  wale-bone  with  the  whole 
force  of  the  right  hand,  fitting  upon  a  ta¬ 
ble  ;  that  it  is  very  fevere  labour  ;  and  that 
he  had  worked  hard,  when  he  was  very 
weak,  juft  after  an  illnefs,  about  nine  months 
before  he  had  any  outward  appearance  of 
the  complaint.  This  account  agreed  with 
what  I  learnt  of  him  among  his  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  people  of  the  fame  trade. 

When  I  firft  faw  him,  there  was  an  ob¬ 
long  fwelling  between  the  cartilages  of  the 
fecond  and  third  ribs  of  the  right  fide. 
The  integuments  were  fenftbly  raifed  two 
inches  in  length,  about  one  inch  and  a  half 
over,  and  about  half  an  inch  perpendicular 
in  the  moft  elevated  middle  point.  The 
/kin  was  not  difcoloured.  The  tumour  was 
very  hard,  but  would  almoft  difappear  when 
much  prelfed,  and  then  it  was  painful.  Its 
pulfation  was  ftrong,  and  perceptible  even  to 
the  eye,  and  correfponded  with  the  puife  in 
the  wrift.  From  this  time,  till  within  a  few 
months  of  his  death,  there  was  no  alteration 
with  refpedt  to  its  colour  or  pulfation  $  but 

Y  3  it 
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it  increafed  in  fize  fo  as  fcarcely  to  be  covered 
by  the  expanded  hand  and  fingers :  and  af¬ 
ter  it  was  become  of  a  confiderable  fize,  it 
always  felt  folid  and  fiefhy  in  fome  parts, 
and  in  others  fofter,  as  if  containing  a  fluid  : 
and  never  could  be  Arongly  prefifed,  without 
caufing  great  pain. 

From  the  fir  A  to  the  laft,  the  fymptoms 
were  pretty  much  the  fame,  viz .  great  pain 
in  the  part,  which  very  commonly  darted 
through  to  his  right  fhoulder,  (he  exprefied 
it  as  if  fwords  were  ftruck  through  him) 
great  anxiety  and  labour  in  his  chert,  diffi¬ 
cult  breathing,  and,  from  time  to  time,  a 
teazing  cough,  which  raifed  or  exafperated 
his  other  complaints.  He  never  could  fleep 
on  his  back,  without  waking  fuddenly  with 
great  pain  and  terror  j  nor  could  he  lie  on 
his  right  fide,  without  much  pain ;  fo  that 
he  generally  had  mod  eafe  lying  on  his  left 
fide,  or  fitting  up.  He  was  fometimes  ex¬ 
tremely  ill  for  two  or  three  days  together  ; 
and  then  he  was  defponding,  and  had  all 
the  terrors  of  death  exprefied  in  his  counte¬ 
nance.  Then  he  would  be  pretty  eafy  for 
a  while  ;  and  as  fure  as  he  had  a  little  eafe, 

he 
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he  flattered  himfelf  he  fhould  do  well.  His 
pulfe  was  always  regular  ;  but,  for  fome 
months  after  I  firft  faw  him,  I  could  feel 
none,  neither  in  the  temple  nor  arm,  of  the 
left  fide ;  and  yet  he  was  not  fenfible  of  any 
numbnefs,  or  want  of  ftrength  in  that  arm. 
After  this,  the  pulfation  gradually  returned 
in  thofe  parts,  but  was  always  weaker  than 
in  the  right  fide. 

When  I  firft  faw  him  in  company  with 
his  apothecary  Mr.  Juftamont,  I  gave  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  it  was  an  Aneuryfm  of  the 
Aorta  ;  that  it  was  abfolutely  incurable  ;  and 
that  he  would  moft  probably  die  of  its  burft- 
ing  either  outwardly  or  inwardly.  I  there¬ 
fore  propofed,  that  he  fhould  keep  as  quiet 
as  poflible,  both  in  body  and  mind,  guard 
againft  coftivenefs,  take  foft  and  quieting 
peiftorals  for  his  cough,  and  lofe  fome  blood, 
from  time  to  time,  as  his  fymptoms  might 
require,  and  his  ftrength  permit.  I  judged 
it  proper  to  do  nothing  to  the  part,  neither 
by  medicine  nor  compreffion  :  for,  as  the 
force  of  the  heart  was  become  fo  far  fuperior 
to  the  refiftance  of  the  artery,  I  apprehended 
that  compreffion  on  the  outfide  would  either 

Y  4  occafion 
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occafion  greater  mifchief  and  violence  with¬ 
in,  or  bring  on  a  mortification  in  the  integu¬ 
ments  the  fooner. 

Thefe  meafures  were  accordingly  purfued, 
not  only  all  the  time  he  was  immediately 
under  my  dire&ion,  but  likewife  by  the 
above-named  gentlemen  of  St.  George’s  hos¬ 
pital,  who,  from  firft  to  laft,  propofed 
nothing  farther  than  to  calm  the  moft  pref- 
fing  Symptoms,  to  give  as  much  eafe  as  pof- 
fible,  and  to  prolong  life. 

Some  months  before  he  died,  the  colour 
of  the  Ikin  began,  very  gradually,  to  fhew  the 
part  where  the  breach  was  to  happen.  On 
the  moll  prominent  part,  towards  the  left 
end  of  the  tumour,  it  became  of  a  dead  pale 
colour,  and  felt  cedematous,  or  like  dough. 
The  colour  grew  deeper,  and  the  foftnefs  in- 
creafed  at  that  part,  till  about  fix  weeks  be¬ 
fore  he  died,  when  there  was  evidently  a 
fluid  ready  to  buift  through  a  thin  deadened 
ikin,  of  the  fize  of  a  (hilling,  or  fomewhat 
more.  I  then  ordered  his  wife  to  attend 
him  very  clofely,  gave  her  fome  lint  to  prefs 
upon  the  wound  if  it  fhould  bleed  when  it 
broke,  and  bid  her,  in  that  cafe,  call  me 

immediately 
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immediately  to  her  affiftance.  In  a  day  or 
two  it  broke,  and  difcharged  firft  a  confide- 
rable  quantity  of  water,  and  next  a  watery 
blood.  The  bleeding  was  foon  reftrained, 
by  the  application  of  lint,  and  gentle  pref- 
fure;  but  returned  feveral  times,  at  fome 
days  interval.  The  fwelling  was  not  dimi- 
nifhed  by  the  difcharge,  and  we  could  hardly 
difcover  the  aperture  by  which  the  water 
and  blood  found  vent.  The  mortified  Ikin 
became  dry  and  horny,  like  the  Hough  from 
a  cauftic  applied  to  the  fkin,  when  not 
kept  moifl  by  dreffings.  About  a  fortnight 
before  his  death,  the  dead  Ikin  began  to  fe- 
parate  from  the  living,  and,  from  time  to 
time,  there  was  an  oozing  of  blood  from 
the  fiffure,  and  this  daily  increafed  as  the 
fiffure  deepened. 

The  day  before  he  died,  the  mortified 
piece  of  Ikin  was  quite  loofe  all  round,  but 
fhewed  evidently  that  it  was  united  to  a  large 
flefiiy  fubftance  or  coagulum  of  blood  which 
it  covered,  and  which  ferved  as  a  plug  to 
the  orifice :  for  when  the  heart  contracted 
itfelf,  this  plug  was  pulhed  outwards,  and 
the  aperture  in  the  integuments  was  thereby 
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dilated  ;  and,  during  the  fyftole  of  the  artery, 
the  plug  retired  inwards,  and  the  opening  in 
the  fkin  became  fmaller  $  fo  that  by  alter¬ 
nate  motions,  like  the  fucker  of  a  pump,  it 
Ihewed  diftin&ly  the  two  motions  of  the 
heart  and  artery.  I  could  not  however  exa- 
mine  the  cafe  with  attention  in  this  date,  it 
ftruck  me  with  fo  much  horror.  For  as  it 
was  not  poffible  to  know  of  what  iize  the 
plug  might  be,  or  what  inward  flay  or  fup- 
port  it  might  have  ,  fo  it  appeared  uncertain 
which  ftroke  of  the  heart  might  be  the  laft. 

Next  morning  the  laft  of  his  life,  it  bled 
with  fome  violence.  The  houfe-furgeon  of 
St.  George's  hofpital  immediately  applied 
flour  and  lint,  with  moderate  preffure,  and 
fent  notice  of  this  to  Mr.  Hawkins  and  to 
me,  who  had  both  defired  to  be  informed  of 
any  accident  that  might  happen.  When  I 
came  all  was  quiet  again  -y  the  bleeding, 
though  violent,  had  ftopt  immediately  ;  and 
Mr.  Hawkins  had  ordered  a  moderate  ban¬ 
dage.  He  was  in  bed,  and  had  eat  his 
breakfaft  chearfully.  I  left  him,  and  was 
got  about  fifty  yards  from  the  hofpital,  when 
a  meffenger  overtook  me,  and  told  me  he 

was 
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was  dead.  He  had  been  feized  with  a  cough, 
and,  in  turning  himfelf  in  bed,  the  blood 
gufhed  out  with  fuch  violence  as  to  dafli 
againft  the  curtains  and  wall ;  and  he  died, 
not  only  without  fpeaking,  but  without  a 
ligh  or  groan. 

The  coagula  were  gathered  up  from  the 
floor  and  bed,  and,  among  them,  I  found 
the  largeft,  with  the  dry  efchar  of  integu¬ 
ments  upon  it,  which  had  been  the  plug 
that  had  flopped  the  bleeding  for  fome  time 
before  he  expired.  I  had  leave  from  his 
wife,  and  from  the  phyficians  and  furgeons 
of  the  hofpital,  to  open  the  body,  and  was 
allowed  time  to  do  it  with  deliberation,  and 
to  make  drawings  of  the  principal  appear¬ 
ances. 

The  external  tumour,  which  was  now  very 
much  funk  and  flaccid,  being  opened  by  a 
crucial  incilion,  its  cavity  appeared  fmooth, 
wherever  what  remained  of  the  coagulated 
blood  was  wiped  off.  The  fmooth  lining 
of  the  bag  feemed  to  be  formed  of  the  com¬ 
pacted  cellular  membrane.  Round  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  cavity,  the  fubftance  of  the  car¬ 
tilages  of  the  fecond  and  third  rib,  and  the 

eroded 
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eroded  Jiernum ,  was  without  perichondrium 
and  periojleum  ;  but,  in  moft  places,  the  la¬ 
minated  coagida  of  blood  ftuck  very  clofe  to 
them.  Thefe  cartilages,  and  that  bone, 
formed  the  edge  or  brim  of  an  irregular 
paflage,  1  fading  inwards  to  a  large  refervoir, 
which  proved  to  be  the  dilated  artery  filled 
with  blood,  partly  fluid,  and  partly  gru- 
mous. 

The  date  of  the  artery,  and  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  thorax ,  will  be  underflood  by 
the  figures,  and  their  explanation. 

FIG.  I. 

A  view  of  the  contents  of  the  thorax , 
as  they  appeared  when  the  Jiernum  and  the 
anterior  extremities  of  the  ribs  were  re¬ 
moved,  and  when  the  parts  were  made  a 
little  more  diftinguifhable  by  diileftion  ,  for, 
in  general,  all  the  parts  near  the  aneuryfmal 
fac,  from  diftention  and  preffure,  adhered 
ilrongly  to  each  other. 

1234567  The  ribs  cut  through. 

A  A  The  ends  of  the  clavicles  cut  out 

from  the  bread- bone,  and  turned  back. 
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B  B  B  The  anterior  edge  of  the  dia¬ 
phragm. 

C  C  The  lungs  of  the  right  fide. 

D  D  The  lungs  of  the  left  fide. 

E  The  heart  in  its  pericardium . 

F  The  aorta  at  its  curvature  greatly  di¬ 
lated. 

G  G  G  The  edge  of  the  refieded  coats 
of  the  artery,  which  adhered  to  the  peri- 
qfteum ,  See.  at  the  infide  the  hole  in  the 
Jlernum .  The  blacker  oval  furface  with¬ 
in  this,  reprefents  the  cavity  of  the  artery, 
which  was  filled  with  grumous  blood. 

II  The  common  trunk  of  the  rieht  fub- 
clavian  and  carotid, 

I  The  left  carotid. 

K  The  left  fubclavian  artery. 

L  The  vena  cava  fuperior ;  and  M  the 
common  trunk  of  the  left  fubclavian  and 

/ 

jugular  vein ;  both  fo  much  compreifed 
by  the  dilated  artery,  as  hardly  to  have 
any  thing  left  of  their  natural  capacity 
and  appearance. 

N  The  trachcea . 

OO  The  two  lobes  of  the  thyroid  gland. 
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F  I  G.  II. 

A  back  view  of  the  difeafed  artery,  after 

it  was  taken  out  of  the  body,  fluffed,  and 

dried. 

A  The  beginning  of  the  aorta,  cut  out 
from  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart. 

B  The  thoracic  portion  of  the  defcending 
aorta ,  cut  through  a  little  above  the  dia¬ 
phragm,  where  the  artery  was  of  its  na¬ 
tural  fize. 

C  C  The  dilated  curvature  of  the  aorta , 
or  aneuryfmal  fac. 

D  The  right  carotid,  near  the  beginning 
of  which  is  feen  the  root  of  the  right 
fubclavian. 

E  The  left  carotid. 

F  The  left  fubclavian. 

G  That  part  of  the  artery  that  had  prefled 
againft  the  trachcea ,  where  the  coats  or 
fubftance  of  both  were  almoft  deftroyed ; 
and  where  the  Aneuryfm  mu  ft  have  burft 
into  the  trachcea ,  if  the  patient  had  lived 
much  longer. 

H  H  What  was  explained  under  the  let¬ 
ters  G  G  G  in  Fig,  I. 
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III  An  aperture  in  the  pofterior  part  of 
the  curvature  of  the  artery,  of  the  fame 
kind  (Fig.  I.  GGG)  as  in  the  anterior 
part  ;  and  produced  by  the  fame  caufe, 
viz,  the  refinance  of  the  fpine,  in  like 
manner  as  the  other  proceeded  from  the 
reliftance  of  the  Jlernum .  Here  the  ar¬ 
terial  coats  were  firmly  united  wiih  the 
periofteum  all  round  the  circumference, 
and  in  the  middle  thefe  coats  and  periojle- 
um  were  totally  deftroyed  ;  and  fo  were 
the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  too,  in  fome 
places  almoft  to  the  canal  of  the  lpinal 
marrow. 

K  The  beginning  of  the  defcending  aorta 
likewife  inlarged. 

N.  B.  There  were  fmall  offifications  dif- 
perfed  throughout  the  inlarged  part  of 
the  artery ,  but  in  this  figure  they  cannot 
be  diftinguilhed  from  a  fatty  whitenefs 
which  the  artery  had  contradled  in  many 
parts  after  it  was  dry. 


FIG.  III. 
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F  I  G.  III. 

The  principal  coagulum  of  blood  that  had 
been  lodged  in  the  external  tumour,  to  which 
the  mortified  integuments  or  efchar  was  fix¬ 
ed  5  and  which  ferved  as  a  plug,  for  fome 
little  time  before  death,  to  retard  the  final 
eruption.  The  efchar  is  reprefented  by  the 
round  black  prominence  at  the  upper  part 
of  the  Figure. 

REMARKS. 

I.  May  not  fome  of  the  difputes  about  the 
nature  of  Aneuryfms  be  fettled,  by  dividing 
them  into  three  kinds,  rather  than  into  two, 
as  authors  commonly  divide  them  ?  Thus, 
Aneuryfms  are  either  1 .  true ,  that  is,  by 
dilatation  ;  or  2 >falfei  that  is,  by  rupture  * 
or  3.  jnixed ,  that  is,  partly  by  dilatation, 
and  partly  by  rupture. 

The  true  Aneuryfm  will  generally  be  of 
an  oblong  figure,  have  a  flrong  puliation, 
and  fubfide  under  preffure  :  and  thefe  laft 
fymptoms  will  be  in  a  lefier  degree,  when 
there  is  a  confiderable  proportion  of  confoli- 
dated  blood. 


The 
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The  falfe  Aneuryfin  is  of  two  fpecies . 
One  may  be  called  the  diffufed ,  in  which 
the  extravafated  blood  runs  through  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  in  the  interfaces  of  firmer 
parts.  This  generally  makes  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  may  extend  itfirlf  to  a  great  diftance, 
and  has  little  or  no  puliation,  except  very 
near  the  aperture  of  the  artery.  But  thefe 
circumilances  will  be  a  little  different,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fize  of  the  opened  artery,  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  circulation.  With  regard 
to  the  lodgment  of  the  fluid,  this  fpecies  of 
the  falfe  Aneuryfin  is  analogous  to  the  em- 
pbyfema  and  anafarca . 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  the  falfe  Aneuryfin 
may  be  called  the  circumfcribed ’.  It  beats, 
and  finks  under  prefiure,  like  the  true  Aneu- 
ryfm,  and  indeed  cannot  be  diftinguiihed 
from  that,  except  by  the  knowledge  of  its 
■  caufe,  or  by  a  careful  difleftion  of  the  part. 
It  appears  foon  after  the  accident  that  gives 
rife  to  it,  and  is  commonly  flow  and  gradual 
in  its  progrefs.  It  confifls  of  one  bag,  with 
a  fmooth  infide,  and  communicates  by  an 
aperture  with  the  cavity  of  the  artery.  The 
bag  is  formed  by  a  condensation  of  the  ceU 
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lular  membrane  that  lies  round  the  artery, 
and  may  take  the  additional  fubflance  of  any 
aponeurojis  or  membrane  that  happens  to 
cover  the  artery  at  that  part.  It  will  not 
feem  ftrange,  that  this  circumfcnbed  Aneu- 
ryfm  fhould  happen  from  a  pundure  of  the 
artery,  notwithftanding  the  loofe  and  porous 
texture  of  the  cellular  membrane,  when  we 
confider  how  flrongly  that  membrane  refills 
the  paflage  of  air,  and  of  every  fluid,  even 
in  the  dead  body,  when  its  lamella  and 
fibres  are  compaded  by  preflu  re.  In  this 
flate  they  are  brought  contiguous,  and  ad  as 
fo  many  valves.  And  in  the  living  body 
there  is  an  additional  refiflance,  arifing  from 
the  thicknefs  and  union  which  all  thefe  la¬ 
mella  acquire  by  inflammation,  and  the  foK 
dering  of  every  chink  by  the  coagulated 
blood.  This  fpecies  of  Aneuryfm  is  per¬ 
haps  the  molt  common  among  thofe  that 
happen  in  the  arm  after  bleeding,  efpeci- 
ally  when  confiderable  preffure  has  been 
made  ufe  of  immediately  after  the  acci¬ 
dent. 

The  third  kind  of  Aneuryfm  is  the  mixed , 
that  is,  formed  partly  by  a  wound  or  rupture 

of 
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of  fome  of  the  coats  of  the  artery,  and  part¬ 
ly  by  a  dilatation  of  the  reft.  It  will  not 
generally  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  circum - 
Jcribed  fpeaes  of  the  falfe  Aneuryfm  3  and 
will  often  fo  far  emulate  the  true  Aneuryfm, 
as  not  to  be  diftinguiftied  from  it  but  by 
very  careful  diftedtion.  The  outer  part  of 
the  fubftance  or  coats  of  an  artery  may  be 
wounded,  and  then  the  inner  will  be  gradu¬ 
ally  ftretched.  This,  no  doubt,  has  often 
happened  in  the  arm  from  bleeding 3  parti¬ 
cularly  in  thofe  cafes  where  there  was  no 
fymptom,  during  the  operation,  of  the  ar¬ 
tery  being  wounded  3  but  where  a  little 
throbbing  tumour  arofe  in  the  part  fome  time 
after.  It  is  poftible  too,  that  the  mixed 
Aneuryfm  may  arife  from  a  laceration  of  the 
inner,  and  a  dilatation  of  the  outer  coats. 
At  leaft  the  ftructure  of  arterial  coats,  as  has 
been  remarked  by  authors,  feems  to  admit 
of  fuch#an  accident. 

II.  Paul  us  was  the  author  of  the  divi- 
fion  of  Aneuryfms  into  two  kinds  3  one  by 
dilatation ,  and  the  other  by  rupture .  He 
has  ufed  the  very  terms  inlargement ,  and 
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rupture ,  has  diftinguifhed  their  fymptoms, 
and  has  exprefly  laid  down  a  different  cure 
for  each,  extremely  well  adapted  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  nature  of  thefe  two  difeafes. 

III.  Does  it  ever  happen  in  furgery,  when 
an  artery  is  opened  through  a  vein,  that  a 
communication,  or  anajlomojis ,  is  afterwards 
kept  up  between  thefe  two  veffels  ?  It  is 
eafy  to  conceive  this  cafe ;  and  it  is  not 
long  fince  I  was  confulted  about  one,  which 
had  all  the  fymptoms  that  might  be  expect¬ 
ed,  fuppofmg  fuch  a  thing  to  have  actually 
happened,  and  fuch  fymptoms  as  other  wife 
muff  be  allowed  to  be  very  unaccountable.  It 
arofe  from  bleeding ;  and  was  of  fome  years 
ftanding,  when  I  faw  it  about  two  years  ago; 
and  I  underftand  very  little  alteration  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  it  fince  that  time.  The  veins  at 
the  bending  of  the  arm,  and  efpecially  the 
bafilic,  which  was  the  vein  that  had  been 
opened,  were  there  prodigioufly  inlarged, 
and  came  gradually  to  their  natural  fize,  at 
about  two  inches  above,  and  as  much  below 
the  elbow.  When  emptied  by  preffure, 
they  filled  again  almoff  infiantaneoufly  ;  and 

this 
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this  happened  even  when  a  ligature  was  ap¬ 
plied  tight  round  the  fore- arm,  immediately 
below  the  affeCted  part.  Both  when  the  li¬ 
gature  was  made  tight,  and  when  it  was  re¬ 
moved,  they  fhrunk,  and  remained  of  a 
finall  fize,  while  the  finger  was  kept  tight 
upon  the  artery,  at  the  part  where  the  vein 
had  been  opened  in  bleeding.  There  was  a 
general  fwelling  in  the  place,  and  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  artery,  which  feemed  larger, 
and  beat  ftronger,  than  what  is  natural  and 
there  was  a  tremulous  jarring  motion  in  the 
vein,  which  was  ftrongeft  at  the  part  that 
had  been  punCtured,  and  became  infenfible 
at  fome  diftance  both  upwards  and  down¬ 
wards. 

IV.  There  is  fuch  a  difeafe  as  the  true 
Aneuryfm.  This  propofition,  though  gene¬ 
rally  allowed,  has  been  denied  by  fome  wri¬ 
ters,  who  have  imagined,  that  in  every 
Aneuryfm,  the  arterial  coats  are  ruptured, 
not  ftretched.  But  nothing  is  more  plain, 
than  that  the  coats  of  the  artery  are  ftretched 
in  five  of  thefe  cafes  that  I  have  examined 
and  ftill  preferve.  That  they  were  ftretched 
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in  the  above  cafe,  everyone  readily  allowed, 
who  faw  the  diffeCtion  $  and  it  may  be  well 
enough  understood  from  the  annexed  Figure 
(II.)  where  the  artery  is  feen  becoming 
gradually  larger  from  its  very  beginning  at 
the  heart,  and  contracted  again  gradually  in 
the  defcending  part.  But  what  proves  it 
beyond  doubt,  is  the  preternatural  diftance 
of  the  three  afeending  branches  from  each 
other,  which  could  not  have  been,  if 
the  coats  had  not  been  Stretched  there. 

A 

V.  The  coats  of  arteries,  like  other  parts, 
may  grow  thicker  in  fubftance,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  are  ftretched  in  dimenfion. 
This  was  actually  the  cafe,  though  in  no 
great  degree,  in  all  Aneuryfms  of  the  Aorta 
that  I  have  feen ;  and  is  commonly  enough 
the  cafe  in  all  encyfted  difeafes. 

VI.  The  length  and  Shape  of  the  dilated 
part  is  very  different  in  different  Aneuryfms 
of  the  Aorta.  In  all  the  five  which  I  have 
met  with,  and  which  are  now  before  me, 
the  dilatation  begins  with  the  artery  at  the 
heart.  In  one  of  them,  it  continues  only  to 
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the  origin  of  the  left  fubclavian  ;  in  another, 
a  little  beyond  that  part;  in  a  third  and 
fourth,  it  is  continued  half  way  down  the 
thoracic  portion  of  the  Aorta  ;  and,  in  a 
fifth,  it  is  continued  almoft  to  the  bifurca¬ 
tion  of  the  artery  in  the  loins.  In  two  of 
them,  the  common  trunk  of  the  right  fub¬ 
clavian  and  carotid  is  likewife  confiderably 
inlarged.  In  two  of  them,  the  fhape  is  ob¬ 
long  and  uniform  ;  in  three,  the  fhape  is 
more  circa mfcribed  and  irregular,  with  par¬ 
ticular  cells  or  inlargements,  as  if  the  coats 
had  been  there  weakened  by  fome  partial 
rupture  or  otherwife. 

VII.  In  the  Aneuryfm  of  the  Aortay 
the  arterial  coats  are  apt  to  be  ftretched  more 
in  proportion,  and  to  form  particular  cells, 
where  they  meet  with  firm  refinance,  than 
where  the  fupport  is  more  foft  and  yielding. 
Though  at  firft  fight  this  mu  ft  feem  proble¬ 
matical  or  improbable,  I  believe  it  will  be 
found  to  be  true.  In  four  of  the  five  cafes 
that  have  fallen  under  my  examination,  it 
was  very  plain  that  the  anterior  part  of  the 
curvature  of  the  Aorta  was  protruded  into  * 
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fac  cuius,  with  a  ftridture  between  it  and  the 
reft  of  the  Aneuryfm.  Here  I  prefame  the 
arterial  coats  mutt  have  been  weakened  by 
preffure,  and  the  rcfiftance  of  the  jlernum 
and  ribs  muft  have  made  the  protruding 
part  fwell  out  in  its  lateral  circumference  5 
whence  a  ftridture  between  this  fac,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Aneuryfm,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  whole  as  of  a  double  Aneuryfmal  fac, 
one  part  communicating  with  the  other  by  a 
narrow  orifice.  That  this  peculiar  fac  was 
not  formed  in  confequence  of  a  rupture  in 
the  artery  at  that  place,  was  plain  from  the 
different  degrees  of  it  in  thefe  four  different 
cafes,  as  well  as  from  an  obvious  continuity 
both  of  the  fur  face  and  fubftance  of  the  ar¬ 
tery,  in  all  of  them. 

VIII.  The  injury  that  happened  to  the 
Jlernum  and  vertebrae,  in  the  above  cafe,  was 
different  from  a  common  caries :  for  in  fuch 
cafes,  where  there  is  lofs  of  fubftance  in  a 
bone,  there  is  fomething  analogous  either  to 
ulceration  or  mortification.  But  in  this  cafe, 
the  appearance  was  rather  as  if  the  blood 
had  infenfibly  diffolved  and  wafhed  away 
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the  fubftance  of  the  bone,  making  greateft: 
havock  in  the  fofteft  parts  of  the  bone,  as 
we  fee  in  ftones  of  unequal  texture  that  have 
been  long  walked  by  a  dropping,  or  a  flream 
of  water.  Has  the  blood  that  property 
which  fome  have  afcribed  to  it  of  diffolvinsr 

o 

bony  matter  ?  A  furgeon  of  my  acquaintance, 
whofe  experience,  abilities,  and  veracity,  are 
unqueftionable,  told  me,  upon  my  afking 
this  queftion,  that  he  once  opened  a  little 
tumour  upon  the  temple,  that  contained  only 
pure  blood,  and  that  there  was  no  bone  un¬ 
der  it.  He  fuppofed  that  the  blood  had  dif- 
folved  that  part  of  the  fcull  upon  which  it 
lay. 

IX.  It  has  been  imagined  by  fome, 
where  a  caries  of  the  fpine,  and  an  Aneu- 
ryfm  of  the  Aorta ,  have  been  found  together, 
that  the  d iforder  in  the  bone  mult  have  been 
the  caufe,  and  not  the  effeft  of  the  dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  artery.  This  conjecture  is  furely 
very  ill  founded  ;  and  were  there  no  other 
arguments  again  ft  it,  the  preceding  cafe  fur- 
ni flies  a  very  convincing  one  :  the  fternum 
was  as  much  affeCted  as  the  fpine  *  both  of 
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them  were  affedted  only  where  they  yvere  in 
contadl  with  the  dilated  artery  ;  and  at  both 
thefe  places,  and  no  where  elfe,  the  coats  of 
the  artery  were  deftroyed. 

X.  What  is  the  irate  of  the  blood  con¬ 
tained  in  a  true  Aneuryfm  ?  It  may  be  taken 
ior  granted,  that  there  will  be  no  coagulated 
blood  in  the  artery  of  the  living  body, 
when  it  is  of  an  uniform  figure,  and  not 
greatly  dilated :  as,  on  the  contrary,  that 
there  will  always  be  coagulated  blood  in 
fuch  cells  or  protrufions  of  the  artery  as  re¬ 
ceive  blood  that  has  no  progrefiive  motion. 
I  have  had  but  one  opportunity  of  examin¬ 
ing  the  contents  of  an  Aneuryfm  with  coa¬ 
gulated  blood,  where  no  material  difturbance 
had  happened  to  it  at  death.  In  that  cafe, 
the  ftate  of  the  blood  was  as  follows.  The 
trunk  of  the  artery,  though  inlarged  to  at 
leaft  three  inches  in  diameter,  contained  on¬ 
ly  fuch  blood  as  muft  have  been  fluid  while 
there  was  life  and  circulation.  The  pro¬ 
truded  facy  at  the  anterior  part  of  the  cur¬ 
vature,  which  communicated  with  the  trunk 
of  the  artery,  by  an  orifice  not  much  more 
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than  one  inch  in  diameter,  contained  partly 
fuch  fluid  blood  as  was  in  the  trunk  of  the 
artery,  and  partly  a  firm  laminated  coagulum . 
This  coagulum  formed  a  lining  to  the  fac, 
and  clung  to  it  every  where  with  adheiion. 
Its  in  fide  was  hollow,  and  perfectly  fmooth, 
that  is,  without  any  ragged  inequality ;  but 
rugous,  like  the  furface  of  water  that  is  gent¬ 
ly  moved.  The  laft  circumftancc  was  pro¬ 
bably  owing  to  the  contracted  date  of  the  ar¬ 
tery  }  and  therefore  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  ruga  were  leveled  during  every  dtajlole 
of  the  artery  in  the  living  body.  The  coa¬ 
gulum  was  of  very  confiderable  thicknefs  in 
the  middle,  or  at  the  bottom  of  the  fac ,  and 
thence  becoming  gradually  thinner,  it  was 
infenfibly  loft  on  the  inner  furface  of  the 
fac,  near  its  mouth  or  aperture  ;  fo  that 
every  vertical  feCtion  of  it  would  have  made 
the  figure  of  a  crefcent.  Towards  its  out- 
fide,  it  was  as  hard  and  tough  as  a  cake  of 
glue  that  has  been  foaked  in  cold  water, 
and  of  a  cineritious  completion  :  towards 
its  in  fide  it  was  more  tender,  and  of  a  red¬ 
der  colour.  The  lamince ,  of  which  it  was 
compofed,  were  thin  as  paper,  regular,  and 

did 
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did  not  readily  feparate  from  each  other, 
efpecially  in  the  tougher  external  part  of  the 

coagulum . 

XI.  Of  all  animal  fubffances,  griftle 
perhaps  is  the  lead:  affedted  by  preffure  in  the 
living  body.  This  feems  probable  from  the 
known  fhudture  and  ufes  of  the  joints,  but 
was  particularly  evinced  by  the  above  cafe. 
The  conftant  preffure  of  the  Jlernum  had 
deftroyed  the  coats  of  the  artery,  the  peri- 
cfienm ,  the  bone,  the  mufcles,  the  tendons, 
the  cellular  membrane,  the  fkin,  in  fhort, 
every  thing  that  was  in  its  way,  except  the 
cartilaginous  parts  of  the  ribs.  Thefe  were 
puffed  to  one  fide  indeed,  but  almoft  per¬ 
fectly  found  in  their  texture. 

XII.  Does  not  the  true  Arieuryfhi  hap¬ 
pen  moft  commonly  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Aorta  ?  This  conjedfure  is  formed  partly 
upon  the  authority  of  others,  partly  upon 
fpeculative  prefumption  ;  fuppofing  that  the 
accident  is  mofc  likely  to  happen  where  there 
is  the  greateft  force  of  circulation,  and  where 
there  are  no  collateral  paffiges  to  carry  off 
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the  tide,  when  any  uncommon  refinance 
or  obstruction  happens  in  the  great  canal : 
but  it  is  chiefly  founded  upon  this  obferva- 
tion,  that  four  fuch  cafes  have  come  un¬ 
der  my  inSpeCtion  in  London,  nearly  within 
as  many  years. 

XIII.  The  Aneuryfm  is  faid  to  happen 
often  in  the  neck  and  throat.  But  many 
Scirrhous,  glandular  and  encySted  fwellings 
in  the  fore-part  of  the  neck,  and  in  the 
throat,  may  be  observed  to  have  a  very  ma¬ 
nifest  or  Strong  puliation  in  every  part  of 
them,  from  the  Stroke  of  the  adjacent  ar¬ 
teries.  I  have  feen  this  deception  fo  remark¬ 
able  in  many  instances,  and  fo  many  of  thefe 
cafes  fufpeCted  or  believed  to  be  Aneuryfmal, 
that  I  cannot  help  being  perfuaded,  that  the 
mistake  may  have  been  very  general. 

0 

XIV.  Are  there  fymptoms  peculiar  to  the 
Aneuryfm  of  the  Aorta ,  by  which  it  may 
be  certainly  known  before  there  is  an  exter¬ 
nal  tumour  with  pulfation  ?  I  am  inclinable 
to  believe,  that,  at  molt,  a  probable  con¬ 
jecture  only  can  be  formed. 
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XV.  If  it  fhould  be  difficult  fometimes* 
or  impoffible  in  practice,  to  determine  the 
particular  fpecies  of  an  Aneuryfm,  we  may 
be  the  lefs  folicitous  about  it,  as  the  method 
of  cure  is  fo  nearly  the  fame  in  all  of  them. 

XVI.  The  Aneuryfm  of  the  Aorta  may, 
no  doubt,  prove  fatal,  otherwife  than  by 
burfting  outwardly.  I  have  known  it  occa- 
fion  death  by  difturbing  the  functions  of  the 
thoracic  vifcera>  fo  as  gradually  to  defiroy 
general  health,  and  bring  on  conffant  inqui¬ 
etude,  atrophy,  and  dropfy.  It  may,  no 
doubt,  burfl  into  the  trachaa .  It  is  poffi- 
ble  too,  that,  by  fome  accident  or  violence, 
the  coagulated  blood  may  be  diflodged,  and 
choak  up  the  artery ;  and  it  feems  even  pof- 
fible,  that  the  vertebra  may  be  fo  far  affect¬ 
ed  by  an  Aneuryfm,  as  to  leave  the  fpinal 
marrow  expofed  to  fatal  comprdfion. 

XVII.  In  Aneuryfms  of  the  Aorta ,  where 
there  is  an  outward  fweliing,  artificial  pref- 
fure  will  generally  do  mifchief. '  This  Re¬ 
mark,  with  its  reafon,  was  mentioned  in 
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the  preceding  hiftory.  In  that  cafe,  the 
coats  of  the  artery  were  totally  deftroyed, 
and  had  been  fo  fome  time  before  death  ; 
both  where  they  met  with  the  refinance  of 
th q  Jlernumy  and  where  they  prefled  again  ft 
the  vertebra.  And  juft  where  the  Aneu- 
ryfm  was  contiguous  to  the  trachaa ,  the 
coats  of  the  artery,  and  fubftance  of  the 
trachaa ,  were  united  by  preffure,  and  re¬ 
duced  almofl  to  a  gelatinous  tendernefs. 
From  all  which  circumftances,  it  is  evident 
that,  for  the  moft  part,  in  the  courfe  of 
fuch  a  difeafe,  compreffion,  or  tight  binding, 
will  only  aggravate  the  evil.  But  from  what 
was  obferved  (Remark  X.)  of  the  coagulated 
blood  forming  a  lining  or  pouch  within  the 
dilated  coats  of  the  artery,  it  feems  likewife 
plain,  that  as  foon  as  the  coagulum  begins 
to  lofe  its  fupport,  by  the  mortified  integu¬ 
ments  giving  way,  it  is  neceffary  to  have 
immediate  recourfe  to  a  bandage  :  and  if 
this  fubftitute  for  the  integuments  be  judici- 
oufly  applied,  it  may  preferve  life  for  fome 
confiderable  time,  efpecially  if  afiifted  with 
fuch  topical  medicines  as  are  moft  power¬ 
ful  in  retarding  fuppuration  and  putrefaction, 
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XVIII.  In  Aneuryfms  that  admit  of  the 
operation,  it  is  advifeable,  firft  to  attempt 
the  cure  by  compreffion  >  becaufe  it  fome- 
times  proves  effectual,  and  is  always  a 
commendable  preparatory  flep  to  the  opera¬ 
tion,  in  as  much  as  it  inlarges  the  collateral 
anaftomafmg  branches,  and  thereby  difpofes 
the  part  to  have  a  more  free  circulation 
after  the  operation. 

XIX.  The  palliative  cure,  by  compreffion, 
fhouid  not  be  long  continued,  when  the  tu¬ 
mour  is  pretty  large  ;  becaufe  it  injures  the 
neighbouring  parts,  and  will  occafion  more 
inflammations,  floughings,  and  fuppuration, 
when  the  operation  is  at  length  performed. 

XX.  The  preffure  which  is  made  ufe  of 
in  Aneuryfms,  whether  before  or  after  the 
operation,  fhouid  be  confined,  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  the  affedted  part,  that  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  blood,  through  the  anafromofing 
veflfels,  may  be  if  ee, 
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XXI.  Though  the  brachial  artery,  in  moft 
people,  divides  into  its  two  branches  a  little 
below  the  part  where  we  commonly  bleed 
in  the  arm  •>  yet  perhaps  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  Aneuryfm  happens  oftener  to  one 
of  the  branches  than  to  the  trunk  of  that 
artery*  becaufe  thefe  often  lie  nearer  the  fkin, 
and  are  thereby  more  expofed  to  the  injury. 

XXII.  When  the  brachial  artery  divides 
into  its  two  branches  above  the  elbow,  fome- 
times  thefe  branches  lie  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  each  other  in  the  bending  of 
the  arm  5  but  commonly  they  lie  clofe  to¬ 
gether  at  that  part :  therefore,  in  an  Aneu¬ 
ryfm  fo  circumftanced,  it  will  fometimes  be 
very  eafy,  but  commonly  it  will  be  extreme¬ 
ly  difficult,  to  tie  the  one  without  the  other. 
And,  no  doubt,  it  has  often  happened  that 
both  have  been  tied,  when  only  one  of 
them  required  it  $  and  that  an  Aneuryfm 
in  one  branch  had  no  better  chance  from  the 
operation,  than  if  it  had  been  in  the  trunk 
of  the  artery. 


A  a 
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XXIII*  In  performing  the  operation  for 
the  Aneuryfm  in  the  arm,  the  readied  me^ 
thod  of  avoiding  the  nerve,  which  lies  on 
the  in  fide  at  a  little  didance  from  the  artery, 
is  to  relax  that  veflel,  by  bending  the  arm 
moderately,  and  to  raife  the  artery  from  its 
bed,  by  a  probe  introduced  into  its  orifice, 
or  by  pinching  it  up  with  the  finger  and 
thumb. 

XXIV.  In  doing  that  operation,  after 
having  made  the  fird  ligature  above  the 
orifice  of  the  artery,  it  will  be  fatisfaCtory 
to  flacken  the  tourniquet,  jud  to  fee  if  it 
dill  bleeds.  If  it  does,  there  is  a  fairer  prof- 
pe£t,  becaufe  there  is  proof  of  a  free  circu¬ 
lation.  But  whether  it  bleeds  or  not,  a  li¬ 
gature  mud  be  made  below  the  orifice  for 
fecurity. 

XXV.  The  hidory  of  the  operation  for 
the  Aneuryfm  would  alone  (hew,  that  fur- 
gery  is  capable  of  making  confiderable  ad¬ 
vances  towards  perfection,  from  little  more 
than  bare  practical  experiments  and  obferva- 

tion  ; 
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tiofr  $  but  that  the  art  receives  its  great 
lights  from  anatomy  and  phyfiology.  As  an 
inftance  of  this,  we  may  obferve  that  iEtius 
recommends  the  very  operation  that  we 
pradtife  at  this  day  for  an  Aneuryfm  of  the 
arm*  But  inftead  of  the  tourniquet,  by  way 
of  preparation,  he  orders  firft  of  all  to  lay 
the  artery  bare  below  the  armpit,  to  tie  it 
twice  at  that  place,  and  to  cut  it  quite 
through  between  the  ligatures  :  a  propofal 
which  a  modern  furgeon  Would  think  of 
with  horror,  not  only  as  a  practice  which 
muft  Occafion  a  great  deal  of  unneceffary 
pain,  but  as  one  of  the  moft  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  rendering  the  operation  unfuccefsful. 

/ 

XXVL  The  uncertainty  of  cures  in  many 
cafes,  both  of  phyfic  and  forgery,  gives  the 
ignorant  and  hardy  empyrie  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  exulting  over  fcience.  Igno¬ 
rance  is  rafli  and  fearlefs  :  knowledge  is  al¬ 
ways  cautious  and  circumlpedt.  The  firft, 
amidft  much  mifchief,  boafts  now  and  then 
a  random  cure :  the  other,  though  adtive 
when  there  is  a  profpedt  of  fuccefs,  is  fre¬ 
quently  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  doing  harm, 

A  a  2  At 


356  Medical  Obfervatims  and  Inquiries. 

At  the  fame  time,  by  this  caution,  and  a 
proper  view  of  the  bounds  of  the  art,  the 
rational  practitioner  enjoys  much  fecret  fatif- 
faCtion,  and  has  frequently,  in  his  turn, 
ample  caufe  of  triumph  over  empyricifm. 
The  preceding  hiftory  might  Hluftrate  and 
juftify  this  remark.  The  cafe  in  itfelf  was 
clearly  incurable  from  the  beginning.  The 
opinion  of  Jome  at  lead;  of  the  mod:  eminent 
in  the  profefiion,  was  given,  and  repeated, 
from  time  to  time,  with  fteadinefs ;  and  no 
lucrative  view  could  be  fufpedted  to  warp 
their  judgment,  or  influence  their  attend¬ 
ance  :  yet,  even  in  this  cafe,  empyricks  of 
all  kinds  were  prefled  upon  him,  who 
tempted  and  tortured  him  with  vain  pro- 
mi  fles.  They  underftood  no  more  of  the 
cafe,  than  that  it  was  thought  defperate  ; 
they  knew  they  could  lofe  no  reputation  > 
they  were  confcious  they  could  not  feel  re- 
morfe  ;  and  were  deflrous,  at  all  events,  of 
being  in  fortune's  way.  A  foreigner  infinu- 
ated  that  it  wras  a  cale  which  Englifh  fur- 
geons  did  not  underftand,  and  prelied  warm¬ 
bathing  with  the  Montpelier  method  of  cur- 
i  ig  the  pox.  A  quack  recommended  his 

pill. 
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pill,  which  he  faid  was  fo  peculiarly  adapted 
to  inward  lwel lings,  that  none  of  them  could 
withftand  its  operation.  An  old  woman 
would  engage  to  cure  him  with  her  herb- 
poultice,  which,  file  faid,  though  {he  was 
turned  of  threefcore  and  feven  years,  had 
never  once  failed  her  in  fuch  a  cafe  •  and  the 
poor  man  could  not  help  having  a  partiality 
for  the  remedy,  when  (he  protefted  there 
were  above  thirty  herbs  in  the  compofition, 
and  that  (lie  gathered  them  all  with  her  own 
hands.  Another,  who  knew  that  an  Aneu- 
ryfm  is  feldom  curable  by  other  means, 
propofed  the  operation  :  but  the  patient  was 
prevailed  upon  to  reject  the  propofal,  when 
he  underftood  that  it  muft  be  a  very  painful 
operation,  and  that  he  could  not  expeft  that 
his  life  would  be  comfortable,  after  the  great 
artery  was  tied  fo  near  the  heart. 


*£  MI  5^ 
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XXVII.  A  Letter  from  Dr.  John  Fotheft- 
giH5  to  the  Medical  Society ,  concerning  an 
Aftringent  Gum  brought  from  Africa. 

IN  hopes  that  fome  of  your  correfpondents 
may  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  us 
a  drug,  which,  from  a  few  tryals  already 
made  of  it,  promifes  great  advantage  to  the 
public ;  I  take  the  liberty  to  fend  the  fol* 
lowing  defcription  and  account  of  it. 

It  is  a  hard  brittle  gum,  of  a  deep  red  or 
almoft  black  colour,  and  opake  ;  except  the 
very  minute  fragments  of  it,  which  appear 
like  bits  of  garnett,  red  and  tranfparent. 

It  has  no  fmell ;  but,  applied  to  the 
tongue,  it  foon  difcovers  a  ftrong,  but  grate¬ 
ful  aftringency  5  and  great  part  of  it  diffolves 
readily  in  the  mouth,  with  fomewhat  of  a 
mucilaginous  fweetnefs,  joined  with  its 
ftypticity.  When  it  is  coarfely  powdered, 
and  thrown  into  water,  about  five  or  fix 
parts  in  feven,  as  near  as  I  can  guefs,  foon 
diffolve,  and  communicate  a  deep  red  colour, 
and  a  ftrong  aftringent  tafte  to  the  water : 
fUQft  of  what  remains  undifiolved  appears  to 

fee 
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be  relinous.  This  gum  differs  from  the  red 
lumps  of  the  common  gum  fenega,  in  being 
much  more  brittle ;  and  from  the  fa?7guis 
draconis  of  the  (hops,  in  diffolving  in  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  from  both,  in  having  fo  remark^ 
able  a  ftypticity  when  tailed. 

Its  external  appearance,  indeed,  is  fo  much 
like  that  of  the  genuine  or  unmanufactured 
dragons  blood ,  that  a  good  judge  may  eafily 
be  deceived  thereby  >  but  its  affringent  tafte 
and  folubiUty  in  water  manifeft  an  eff^ntial 
difference. 

I  have  had  fpecimens  fent  me  of  an  opake 
reddifh  gum,  but  feemingly  the  produce  of 
a  very  different  tree,  as  it  does  not  difiolve 
fo  readily  in  water  as  the  former,  and  its 
tafte  is  bitter  and  auftere. 

The  fir  ft  time  I  had  any  intimation  of  the 
gum  I  have  been  defcribipg,  was  in  a  con- 
fultation  with  the  late  Dr.  Oldfield,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  an  obftinate  chronical  diarrhea,  in 
which  feveral  efficacious  medicines  had  been 
ufed  in  vain.  On  this  occafion  the  doCtor 
one  day  mentioned  the  good  effeCts  he  had 
met  with  in  fome  fuch  cafes  from  a  gum, 
which  he  called  the  true  gum  fenegal ,  and 

A  a  4  defcribed 
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deferibed  it  to  be  of  a  deep  red  colour,  a 
fweetifh  aftringent  tade,  and  brittle. 

As  I  was  at  that  time  intent  upon  colledt- 
ing  and  examining  whatever  had  relation  to 
the  materia  medica,  I  inquired  for  fuch  a 
gum  amongd  the  mod  confiderable  dealers 
and  importers,  but  met  with  nothing  that 
anfwered  the  dodtor’s  defeription. 

A  few  years  after  this,  in  my  return  from 
Scarborough,  I  called  upon  an  eminent 
druggid  at  York,  who  amongd  other  curi¬ 
ous  parcels  of  drugs,  {hewed  me  the  gum 
above  deferibed,  for  fome  of  the  fined  dra¬ 
gon’s  blood,  or  fa?7guis  draconis  off,  he  had 
ever  feen. 

Upon  tading  it,  I  foon  difeovered,  it  was 
very  different  from  any  kind  of  dragon’s 
blood  yet  known,  and  indeed  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  ranged  under  that  name,  as  it  was, 
for  the  mod  part,  aqueous,  manifedly  adrin- 
gent,  and  mucilaginous  3  from  which  cir- 
cumdances,  and  its  external  appearance,  I 
judged  it  was  the  gum  that  Dr.  Oldfield 
had  deferibed  to  me  under  the  title  of  the 
true  gum  fcnegal ,  though  I  think  there  is 
good  reafon  to  object  to  this  appellation,  as 
.  the 


j 


I 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  361 

the  little  we  have  yet  received  come  prin¬ 
cipally  from  the  river  Gambia,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  gum  fenegal  has  been  in  poffeffion  of 
that  name,  fo  far  as  appears  to  me,  from 
its  firft  difcovery.* 

The  gentleman  who  {hewed  me  this  drug, 
informed  me,  he  had  purchafed  it  on  board 
a  Guinea  fhip  at  Hull :  the  whole  parcel 
but  amounted  to  a  few  pounds ;  all  which 
he  bought,  and  fold  to  the  mod  curious  of 
his  cuftomers,  as  a  rare  fort  of  the  true  dra¬ 
gon’s  blood. 

This  information  induced  me  to  look  into 
the  books  of  fome  of  the  later  African  tra¬ 
vellers,  in  one  of  which,  viz.  Moore's  tra¬ 
vels  into  the  inland  parts  of  Africa ,  we  have 
the  following  accounts  of  it.  In  a  letter  of 
inftrudtions  from  the  governor  of  James 
fort,  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia,  to 
our  author  at  Brucoe,  a  fadtory  up  this  ri¬ 
ver,  dated  May  27,  1733,  is  the  following 
paragraph,  p.  113,  edit.  2d. 

<c  There 

*  If  a  name  was  to  be  given  to  the  drug  in  queftion, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  call  it  Gummi  Rubrum 
Ajbingem  Gambienfe . 
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cc  There  is  a  red  liquor  that  bleeds  plen- 
lt  tifully  from  the  bark  of  a  tree  called  *  pan 
<c  de  fangue ,  upon  incifton,  and  in  little 
**  time,  hardens  to  the  confiftence  of  gum, 
“  which  is  of  great  value ;  and  therefore 
**  you  are  defired  to  vife  your  utmoft  to  pro- 
“  cure  large  quantities  of  it. 

In  reply  to  this,  our  author  writes,  the 
next  month,  to  the  governor  as  follows. 

“  I  have  fent  a  piece  of  gum,  which  I 
tc  believe  was  taken  from  the  pau  de  fajigue ; 
<e  I  defire  you  will  pleafe  to  examine  it,  and 
4<  let  me  know  if  it  is  the  right  fort ;  becaufe* 
<c  if  it  is,  I  will  do  my  utmoft  to  procure 
“  large  quantities  of  it/’  And  gives  this 
further  account  of  it  at  p.  148.  “  I  had 

“  always  the  utmoft  regard  to  all  their  (the 
“  directors)  orders,  and  therefore  applied 
<c  myfelf  to  inquire  after  any  new  kind  of 
<c  goods  that  could  be  had,  particularly  gum, 
<c  the  fame  having  been  repeated  to  me  by 
<c  Mr.  Hull  (governor  of  James  fort)  I  fent 
u  him  a  fample  from  Brucoe,  as  I  mention- 
“  ed  before,  which  proved  gum  dragon. 

“  I  ftrove  to  get  more  of  that  kind,  but  it 

<c  be- 

*  The  word  pau  Teems  to  be  a  corruption  of  the 
FortugueTe  palo^  fignifying  wood. 
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“  being  a  new  thing,  the  natives  could  not 
“  be  prevailed  upon  to  follow  it,  fo  as  to 
“  bring  in  any  quantities ;  for  they  would 
“  bring  me  in  all  kinds  of  gum,  ten  or 
“  twelve  pounds  at  a  time,  which  I  picked, 
“  and  did  not  find,  perhaps,  above  two 
“  pounds  of  gum  dragon  in  that  quantity : 
“  the  reft  was  like  gum  fenega,  but  not  fo 
“  good. 

“  Gum  dragon  comes  out  of  a  tree  (adds 
“  our  author)  called  pau  de  fangue,  which 
*  ‘  has  a  very  rough  bark  j  upon  wounding 
“  of  it,  it  fweats  out  in  drops  like  blood ; 
“  which  joining  together,  and  being  dried 
“  by  the  fun,  congeals  into  lumps.  I  have 
“  had  fome  as  large  as  pullets  eggs.” 

Perhaps  it  may  be  mentioned  by  other 
writers }  but  this  account  I  think  fufficient 
to  direct  any  perlon,  into  whole  hands  your 
collection  may  come,  and  who  may  have 
occafion  to  traffic  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
to  make  proper  enquiries  after  it. 

You  will  obferve,  from  the  inftruCtions 
given  to  our  author,  that  at  leaft  fome  ex¬ 
pectations  had  been  formed  of  its  ufeful- 
nefs ;  and  indeed,  from  the  trials  that  have 
been  made,  from  its  fenfible  qualities,  and 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Oldfield’s  experience,  I  cannot  but  think 
it  an  article  worth  inquiring  after,  as  it  may 
in  time  become  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
materia  medica ,  as  well  as  of  fome  little  be¬ 
nefit  in  commerce,  and  perhaps  in  colouring 
Iikewife. 

The  diftempers  in  which  this  drug  feems 
to  promife  fome  advantage,  are,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  habitual  diarrhceas ,  fiuor  albusy  immo¬ 
derate  menftrual  difcharges  j  and,  in  gene¬ 
ra!,  all  fuch  difeafes,  as  proceed  from 
laxity  and  acrimony. 


XXVIII.  The 
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XXVIII,  The  cure  of  the  Lues  Venerea  by  the 
Mercurius  Corrofivus  Sublimatus,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  a  Member  of  the  Medical  Society 
by  Abraham  Gordon,  Surgeon  Major  to  the 
Third  Regiment  of  Foot ,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Howard. 

Plymouth,  February  1 8,  1757. 

Siry 

IN  compliance  with  your  requeft,  I  fend 
you  a  particular  account  of  our  method 
of  giving  the  folution  of  the  Mercurius  Cor¬ 
rofivus  Sublimatus  for  the  cure  of  the  Lues 
V enerea ,  and  of  the  fuccefs  we  have  had  in 
our  regiment,  fince  I  firil  began  that  practice. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  laft,  whilft  the 
troops  were  incamped  at  Shroton  in  Dorfet- 
fhire,  and  at  a  time  when  we  had  a  great 
number  of  venereal  cafes,  with  little  accom¬ 
modation  for  falivating,  Dr.  Pringle  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  regimental  furgeons  a  method 
of  curing  this  diftemper,  which  he  told  us 
had  firft  been  brought  into  regular  praftice 
by  the  learned  Baron  Van  Swieten,  phyfician 
to  the  court  of  Vienna.  That  this  method  con- 

lifted 
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fifted  in  giving  the  corrofive  fublimate  difi* 
folved  in  malt  fpirits,  or  (what  he  imagined 
to  be  the  fame)  in  French  brandy,  or  the 
common  melaffes  fpirits  of  the  country*  in 
the  proportion  of  one  grain  of  the  mercury 
to  two  ounces  of  the  fpirits.  That  M.  Van 
Swieten’s  dofe  was  from  a  common  fpoon* 
ful,  or  half  an  ounce,  to  two  fpoonfuls*  or 
an  ounce,  twice  a  day,  adjufting  the  quan¬ 
tity  to  the  flrength  of  the  patient,  and  viru¬ 
lence  of  the  difeafe.  That  the  operation 
was  commonly  by  fweat  or  urine,  and  efpe* 
cially  when  the  medicine  proved  moft  fuc* 
cefsful.  That  the  folution  was  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  as  long  as  any  of  the  fymptoms  re-* 
mained ;  and  that,  during  the  cure,  the 
patient  fhould  ufe  a  low  or  fpare  diet,  and 
drink  plenty  of  barley  water,  with  a  little  milk, 
or  fome  fuch  diluting  liquor.  To  thefe  rules 
of  M.  Van  Swieten,  Dr.  Pringle  added  fome 
cautions  and  directions  fuited  to  the  circum^ 
fiances  of  our  men  $  and,  upon  this  founda¬ 
tion,  I*  and  fome  other  furgeons  then  in 
camp,  immediately  began  this  practice  in 
our  feveral  field- hofpitals. 


I  (hall 
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I  {hall  firft  relate  the  cafes  from  my  notes* 
and  then  make  fome  general  remarks  upon 
all  fuch  as  were  treated  in  this  way. 

CASE  I. 

W.  C.  aged  28  years,  had  been,  fome 
time  before  the  infection,  fubjedt  to  a  {pit¬ 
ting  of  blood.  A  virulent  running  had  been 
luddenly  ftopt,  and  fome  time  after,  a  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcer  appeared  in  his  throat.  He 
began  the  medicine  on  the  25th  of  Auguft, 
and  took  one  fpoonful,  (viz,  half  an  ounce 
in  meafure)  morning  and  evening.  On  the 
3d  of  September,  I  found  the  ulcer  much 
contracted,  and  looking  clean.  On  the  9th 
of  the  fame  month,  the  ulcer  was  almoft 
healed  up.  On  the  15th,  the  patient  was 
quite  well,  and  had  taken  the  folution  only 
once  a  day  for  the  four  laft  days.  In  a  few 
days  he  was  lent  to  camp,  and  never  return¬ 
ed  to  the  hofpital. 

CASE  II. 

H.  L.  aged  21  years,  had  foul  ulcers  qi* 
the  glans  and  prepuce,  with  a  phymojis  and 
warts.  He  began  the  medicines  three  or  four 

days 
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days  later  than  the  above  patient,  and  took 
the  folution  in  the  fame  way.  On  the  3d 
of  September,  all  the  venereal  fymptoms 
were  gone  but  the  warts,  which  were  fnipt 
off,  and  the  roots  deftroyed  by  a  cauftic. 
On  the  9th  of  September  he  continued  well, 
and  therefore  took  the  medicine  only  once  a 
day,  for  a  few  days  longer.  On  the  15th 
he  went  to  camp  in  perfedt  health. 

CASE  III. 

M.  S.  aged  27  years,  had  an  ulcer  on 
the  glans,  and  venereal  fcabs  on  his  thighs 
and  legs.  He  began  the  medicine  on  the  25th 
of  Auguft,  and  took  a  fpoonful  twice  a  day. 
On  the  9th  of  September,  the  ulcer  was 
healed,  and  the  fcabs  almoft  gone.  On  the 
15th,  the  fcabs  were  intirely  gone,  and  he 
continued  the  medicine  only  two  or  three 
days  longer.  On  the  2 1  ft  he  went  to  camp, 
and  never  returned  to  the  hofpital. 

CASE  IV. 

R.  W.  aged  25  years,  had  fcabs  on  both 
his  legs,  which  had  a  venereal  appearance  y 
but  at  that  time,  there  was  no  other  fymp- 

tom. 
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tom.  For  fome  time  before,  he  had  been 
troubled  with  a  cough  and  /pitting  of  blood. 
After  taking  the  medicine  for  a  week,  (two 
fpoonfuls  every  day)  the  courfe  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  his  catching  a  frefti  cold  •  and  as 
he  complained  of  a  pain  in  his  bread:,  with 
a  difficulty  of  breathing,  he  loft  about  fixteen 
ounces  of  blood.  On  the  1 5th  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  the  fcabs  were  quite  gone,  though  he 
had  taken  no  more  of  any  mercurial. 

CASE  V. 

J.  A.  aged  19  years,  had  been  falivated 
in  one  of  the  London  hofpitals,  about  three 
months  before.  He  returned  to  the  regi¬ 
ment  with  a  fpreading  ulcer  from  a  bubo, 
that  had  never  clofed  fince  his  falivation. 
He  had  alfo  an  excoriation  around  the  fcro- 
tumy  and  fwelled  tefticles.  After  taking  the 
folution  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  (viz.  a  fpoon- 
ful  twice  a  day)  the  ulcer  was  quite  healed, 
the  dwelling  of  the  tefticles  reduced,  and 
the  excoriation  lefs  ;  without  any  external 
application  but  dry  dreffings.  In  nine¬ 
teen  days  he  was  quite  well  in  every  re- 
fpeft  :  however,  he  continued  the  medicine, 
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once  a  day,  for  a  week  longer.  He  began 
on  the  9th  of  September,  and,  on  the  3d  of 
Odober,  he  went  to  camp,  and  has  never 
complained  fince. 

CASE  VI. 

j.  E.  aged  22  years,  had  a  bubo  that 
was  come  to  fuppuration,  and  feveral  ulcers 
on  the  glans.  I  opened  the  bubo,  and  then 
began  to  give  him  the  medicine  (a  fpoonful 
twice  a  day)  in  the  laft  week  of  Auguft. 
On  the  3d  of  September,  the  ulcer  of  the 
bubo  began  to  contrad,  and  the  ulcers  of 
the  glans  were  quite  healed.  On  the  9th  of 
September,  no  venereal  fymptoms  remained, 
though  nothing  but  dry  dreffings  were  ap¬ 
plied.  He  continued  the  medicine,  once  a 
day,  for  a  week  longer.  On  the  1 9th,  he 
went  to  camp  perfectly  well. 

CASE  VII. 

J.  J.  aged  52  years,  had  a  Ilian ker  on 
one  part  of  the  prepuce,  and  a  hardnefs  on 
another,  accompanied  with  a  phymojis .  On 
the  3d  of  September,  he  had  taken  the  folu- 
tion  a  week  (a  fpoonful  twice  a  day)  and 

'was 
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Was  almoft  well.  On  the  9th,  no  venereal 
fymptoms  remained,  but  he  ftill  continued 
the  medicine  for  a  week  longer.  On  the 
15th,  he  went  to  camp  in  perfect  health. 

CASE  VIII. 

j.  R.  aged  17  years,  of  a  flender  make, 
and  delicate  complexion,  had  feveral  ulcers 
around  the  prepuce,  with  a  virulent  running. 
He  took  a  fpoonful  of  the  folution  twice  a 
day  (being  the  fame  dofe  with  all  the  for¬ 
mer)  but  foon  began  to  fpit,  and,  upon  that 
accident,  the  coitrfe  was  flopt.  On  the 
3d  of  September,  he  had  fpit  about  a  week, 
and  the  ulcers  were  entirely  gone.  On  the 
15th,  he  was  free  from  any  venereal  fymp- 
tom,  though  he  had  taken  no  more  of  the 
medicine,  nor  fpit  for  fome  days. 

CASE  IX. 

R.  S.  26  years  of  age,  had  a  phymojis , 
and  lhankers  around  the  infide  of  the  pre¬ 
puce.  For  thefe  fymptoms  he  was  put  into 
a  falivation  by  undlion,  and  fpit  for  a  about 
three  weeks,  without  being  confiderahly 
better.  This  courfe  was  therefore  ftopt,  and, 
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when  his  fpitting  ceafed,  he  got  the  folia¬ 
tion  in  the  ufual  dofe.  After  taking  it  nine 
days,  the  hardnefs  of  the  fhankers  was  gone, 
and  the  phymojis  quite  reduced.  On  the 
19th  of  September,  viz.  four  days  after, 
the  patient  was  entirely  free  from  any  fymp- 
tom  of  the  difeafe,  but  too  weak  to  go  to 
camp  ;  as, his  ftrength  had  been  fo  much  im¬ 
paired  by  the  falivation  he  had  undergone, 
before  he  began  the  new  medicine. 

CASE  X. 

J.  N.  21  years  of  age,  had  been  put  in¬ 
to  a  falivation,  for  about  a  fortnight,  for  a 
fmall  bubo  and  fhankers.  None  of  the 
fymptoms  difappearing,  I  ftopt  the  above 
courfe,  gave  him  the  folution  in  the  ufual 
dofe,  and  he  perfectly  recovered  in  fifteen 
days. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  all  the  prece¬ 
ding  cafes,  the  folution  was  only  given  to 
one  fpoonful  twice  a  day.  The  fpoon  held 
precifely  half  an  ounce,  apothecary’s  mea¬ 
sure,  and  was  probably  equal  to  Baron  Van 
Swieten’s  leaf!  dofe,  for  he  makes  no  men¬ 
tion  of  any  meafure  but  a  fpoon. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Pringle,  finding  the  operation  of  the 
medicine  fo  mild,  thought  proper  to  try  the 
full  dofe ;  for  though  he  had  met  with  no 
disappointment  in  our  hofpital  from  fo  fmall  a 
quantity,  yet  he  believed  that  the  fymptoms 
might  yield  fooner  to  a  larger,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  tryed  on  the  following  patients. 

CASE  XI. 

J.  W.  27  years  old,  had  been  faliva- 
ted.  Six  months  after,  a  bubo  had  ap¬ 
peared,  which  the  patient  himfelf  had  re¬ 
pelled,  by  rubbing  in  fome  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment.  When  he  applied  to  me,  he  had  fe- 
veral  (hankers  with  hard  lips,  and  excoria¬ 
tions  on  the  penis.  I  gave  him  the  folution 
in  the  ufual  dofe,  viz.  a  fpoonful  night  and 
morning.  Pie  began  the  medicine  on  the 
1 2th  of  September  5  on  the  19th  he  was  bet¬ 
ter,  and  continued  taking  the  folution  till 
the  24th,  in  the  ordinary  dofe.  He  then  be¬ 
gan  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  twice  a  day.  This 
large  quantity  did  not  make  him  fick,  but 
made  him  fweat  confiderably  more  in  the 
night,  and  like  wife  greatly  increafed  his 
urine.  It  gave  him  but  one  or  two  (fools 
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a  day.  By  the  9th  of  O&ober,  he  was  quite 
well. 


CASE  XII. 

J.  H.  29  years  old,  had  an  ulcer  on  t| jp 
glans,  with  a  bad  phymofis .  Some  time  be¬ 
fore,  the  fame  perfon  had  a  bubo,  which, 
had  difappeared  upon  his  taking  feveral  dofes 
of  calomel  in  an  alterative  way.  After  he 

had  taken  two  fhoonfuls  of  the  folution  twice 

1 

a  day,  for  two  days,  I  obferved  that  he  was 
already  better.  He  fweated  greatly  in  the 
nights,  and  made  a  very  large  quantity  of 
urine  after  he  began  his  courfe.  In  1 5  days 
he  was  quite  cured,  and  then  went  to  do 
duty  in  camp. 

CASE  XIII. 

C.  N.  25  years  old,  came  to  the  hofpi- 
tal,  on  the  28th  of  September,  with  two 
hard  buboes  of  three  or  four  months  hand¬ 
ing.  He  took  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folution 
twice  a  day.  After  taking  eight  dofes  of 
the  medicine,  I  found  the  tumours  beginning 
to  difeufs,  and  the  patient  told  me  he  had 
lefs  pain.  •  He  fweat  greatly  a  nights,  and 

made 
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made  large  quantities  of  urine.  Fie  never 
was  qualmifh.  By  the  4th  of  October,  he 
was  quite  well,  and  took  no  more  of  the 
medicine.  On  the  icth,  he  went  to  camp 
quite  found. 

CASE  XIV. 

W.  B.  26  years  old,  had  a  bubo  with  a 
fluctuation  of  matter  :  I  encouraged  the  fup- 
puration,  and  opened  the  tumour  by  a  cau- 
flic  5  then  gave  him  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folu- 

,i 

tion  twice  a  day.  He  took  the  medicine  four 
days.  The  digeftion  was  confiderable.  He 
fweated  much  a  nights,  and  made  a  great 
quantity  of  urine.  He  continued  the  courfe 
for  twelve  days,  about  which  time  we 
broke  up  camp.  Our  regiment  had  up¬ 
wards  of  1 40  miles  to  march  to  their  win¬ 
ter  quarters  at  Plymouth,  during  which  time 
he  took  no  medicine.  I  was  apprehenfive 
the  march  would  have  made  him  worfe  ; 
but,  before  we  got  to  our  journey’s  end,  l 
found  both  him,  and  feveral  others,  quite 
well,  who  had  fet  out  with  fome  little 
remains  of  their  diforder.  By  what  I 
could  learn  from  the  men  themfelves,  the 
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fecretion  by  the  kidneys  had  continued, 
in  large  quantities,  for  fome  days  after  they 
had  left  off  the  mercurial. 

CASE  XV. 

J.  H.  29  years  old,  had  a  very  bad  phy - 
mcfis ,  and  feveral  venereal  fcabs  all  around 
the  fcrotum .  We  began  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember  to  give  him  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  fo- 
lution  twice  a  day.  On  the  29th  he  was  con- 
fiderably  better.  By  the  2d  of  December, 
moft  of  the  fcabs  had  fallen  off,  and  his  phy - 
tnofis  was  fo  much  reduced,  that  he  could  get 
the  prepuce  back.  He  continued  his  me¬ 
dicine  till  the  9th  of  December,  though  all 
his  venereal  fymptoms  had  fo  far  difappeared 
by  the  6th,  that  I  might  have  pronounced 
him  quite  well  on  that  day. 

CASE  XVI. 

J.  J.  22  years  old,  had  feveral  (hankers 
around  the  prepuce,  a  bubo,  and  a  very 
virulent  running.  When  I  faw  him,  the 
bubo  did  not  look  as  if  it  would  fuppu- 
rate  :  therefore  I  gave  him  two  fpoonfuls  of 
the  folution  twice  a  day.  He  began  taking 

it 
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it  on  the  10th  of  December  5  on  the  14th, 
the  bubo  was  quite  difcuflfed,  the  /bankers 
looked  cleaner,  and  the  running  had  a  better 
appearance,  both  as  to  colour  and  confid¬ 
ence.  On  the  24th  of  December,  he  had 
no  complaint  but  of  a  fmall  running,  which 
was  flopped  by  two  or  three  dofes  of  rhu¬ 
barb,  made  into  a  bolus  with  half,  capivi. 
On  the  29th  he  was  perfectly  cured,  and 
difcharged  from  our  hofpital. 

CASE  XVII. 

J.  C.  19  years  of  age,  had  two  buboes,  a 
phymofis  and  a  virulent  running.  As  the  tu¬ 
mours  were  not  far  advanced,  I  began  to 
give  him  the  folution  as  foon  as  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  me,  which  was  on  the  25th  of 
December  :  he  took  two  fjpoonfuls  night  and 
morning.  On  the  2d  of  January,  the  buboes 
were  quite  difcufled,  the  phymofis  lomewhat 
reduced,  but  the  running  flill  continued  of 
a  bad  colour.  On  the  8th,  the  phymofis  was 
fo  much  better  that  he  could  uncover  the 
glans.  On  the  14th,  he  was  intirely  free 
from  any  remains  of  the  difeafe,  except  a 
fmall  running  which  was  clear  and  ropey. 

I  gave 


378  Medical  Obfiervations  and  Inquiries . 

I  gave  him  no  more  of  the  folution,  but 
made  him  injedt,  with  the  following  mix¬ 
ture,  twice  a  day. 

R  Gum.  Arabic.  31.  folve  in  aq .  com- 
mun.  ^iv.  Col  &  adde  mere.  dulc.  fex. 
fublimat.  jfs.  Pulv .  e.  cerujf.  comp.  9i. 
M.  fiat  injeSiio . 

After  ufing  this  for  three  or  four  days,  the 
gleet  ftopt.  He  made  all  along  a  great  deal 
of  urine,  and  fweated  a  nights. 

CASE  XVIII. 

W.  M.  23  years  of  age,  of  a  robufl:  make, 
had  feveral  ulcers  around  the  glans,  a  very 
virulent  running,  and  great  pain  in  making 
water.  On  the  29th  of  December,  I  took 
about  a  pound  of  blood  from  his  arm,  began 
with  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  that 
evening,  and  repeated  the  fame  quantity 
afterwards  twice  a  day.  On  the  6th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  the  ulcers  began  to  look  clean,  and 
he  felt  lefs  pain  in  making  water.  On  the 
1 2th,  the  ulcers  were  intirely  healed,  and 
the  virulence  of  the  running  was  greatly 
abated.  He  continued  the  mixture  till  the 

1 6th 
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1 6th  of  January  5  and  then  I  ordered  him 
the  fame  injection  as  the  former.  On  the 
19th,  his  running  had  quite  left  him,  and 
he  was  then  perfectly  cured. 

CASE  XIX, 

N.  A.  3  1  years  old,  had  feveral  (hankers 
on  the  prepuce,  with  hard  lips,  and  a  bubo. 
He  began,  on  the  ift  of  January,  to  take 
two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  twice  a  day. 
On  the  7th,  the  bubo  was  quite  difcuffed, 
and  the  {hankers  looked  much  better.  On 
the  9th,  the  hardnels  from  the  (hankers  was 
reduced,  and  the  patient  found  himfelf  fen- 
fibly  better.  On  the  13th,  there  remained 
no  venereal  fymptoms.  He  continued  his 
medicine  till  the  1 5th  of  January,  and  then 
was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  cured. 

CASE  xx; 

J.  S.  29  years  of  age,  had  feveral  (hankers 
around  the  prepuce,  and  venereal  fcabs  all 
about  the  fcrotum .  He  began  to  take  two 
fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  on  the  4th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  continued  the  fame  (twice  a  day) 
till  the  yth;  when  the  courfe  was  interrupted 

bjr 
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by  his  catching  cold.  On  the  12th,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  take  the  mixture  again  as  before.  On 
the  17th,  the  fcabs  were  falling  off,  and  the 
fhankers  a  good  deal  contracted.  On  the 
2 lit,  he  had  no  remains  of  any  venereal 
fymptom;  though  he  hill  continued  the 
mixture  till  the  24th  of  January,  and  was 
then  difcharged  the  hofpital  in  perfect 
health. 

I  could  tranfcribe  feveral  other  cafes  from 
my  notes ;  but  as  they  are  fimilar  to  thofe 
I  have  already  related,  I  (hall  not  trouble 
you  with  any  more,  but  proceed  to  make 
fome  general  remarks,  which  may  be  of  ufe 
to  fuch  as  are  willing  to  try  this  medicine. 

I  muft  obferve,  that  the  men,  who  have 
taken  the  folution  for  thefe  two  months 
part,  have  not  fweated  fo  profufely  as  they 
did  during  the  warm  weather  laft  autumn  5 
but  the  venereal  fymptoms  have  always  dif- 
appeared  in  the  coldeft  months,  by  continu¬ 
ing  the  medicine,  with  the  difference  of 
only  four  or  five  days  longer. 

In  repeating  experiments  of  any  kind,  we 
are  feldom  fo  fuccefsful  as  the  inventors. 
However,  in  thefe  tryals,  nothing  could 
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anfwer  better  ;  for,  of  about  thirty  five  cafes 
which  were  cured  in  our  regiment,  not 
one  of  the  men  have  relapfed.  Further, 
by  the  accounts  I  have  lately  had  from  Mr. 
Boyd,  furgeon  to  colonel  Kingfley’s  regi¬ 
ment,  I  find  that  no  cafe  (out  of  a  great 
number  that  have  been  treated  by  him  in 
that  corps)  has  proved  rebellious  to  the 
medicine. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore,  as  I  have 
the  fatisfadtion  to  find  that  the  cures  have 
hitherto  flood  good,  I  believe  I  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  pronounce,  that  the  Baron  Van 
Sweiten’s  method  of  treating  the  Lues  Vene - 
rea ,  is  far  preferable  to  that  by  falivation  ; 
whether  we  confider  the  fpeedinefs,  the 
fafety,  or  the  eafinefs  of  the  courfe,  and  the 
condition  of  the  body  after  the  cure.  And 
with  regard  to  other  mercurial  alteratives, 
(though  I  think  this  medicine  cannot  be 
called  fuch,  as  having  almoft  always  fome 
fenfible  operation)  I  mu  ft  own,  that  after 
having  tried  feveral,  and  hearing  the  accounts 
of  others,  who  have  had  a  good  deal  of  this 
kind  of  practice,  I  have  found  none  that  I 

could 
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could  fo  much  confide  in,  as  in  the  fubll- 
mate  ufed  in  this  manner. 

I  have  fometimes  prepared  the  medicine 
with  French  brandy,  but  moftly  with  me¬ 
tafiles  fpirits ;  and,  as  both  thefe  folvents  af¬ 
forded  fome  fmall  fediment,  I  always  thought 
proper  to  (hake  the  bottle  every  time,  before 
the  dofe  was  adminiftred. 

"A  * 

A  few  of  the  men  were  gently  purged  by 
the  folution,  in  the  beginning  of  thecourfe* 
but  that  evacuation  never  continued  after  the 
third,  or  fourth  day  ;  the  chief  operation 
being  by  urine,  and  fweating  a  nights.  The 
diuretic  and  fudorific  qualities  were  in  pro-* 
portion  to  the  dofe.  A  few  were  a  lit¬ 
tle  qualmifh  with  their  morning  dofe  ;  but 
this  laft  circumftance  only  happened  when 
1  firft  began  to  give  the  medicine.  When 
I  doubled  the  dofe,  viz.  by  giving  the  two 
fpoonfuls  twice  a  day,  I  did  not  find  that  the 
qualmifhnefs  increafed  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity. 

Their  diet  was  generally  as  follows.  For 
breakfaft,  water- gruel  5  for  dinner*  broth,  with 
a  little  boiled  meat,  not  above  five  or  fix  ounces 
in  quantity;  for  fupper,  milk  porridge.  Barley 

water 
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water  to  drink  at  pleafure ;  and  the  patients 
were  deflred  to  ufe  from  one  quart  to  two 
every  day.  Milk  and  water  was  given  them 
at  firft,  but  the  milk  at  the  camp  foon  be¬ 
came  too  dear  for  common  ufe.  As  we  had 
a  garden  belonging  to  our  regimental  hof- 
pital,  I  allowed  my  patients  to  be  as  much 
in  it  as  they  pleafed  in  the  day  time,  and 
only  forbid  them  going  out  of  the  hofpital 
bounds,  to  prevent  drinking,  and  other  ir¬ 
regularities.  No  malt  liquor  was  allowed. 
No  preparation  was  made,  if  the  patients 
were  not  feverifh,  and  had  no  inflammatory 
fymptom ;  but  in  thefe  circumffances,  or  in 
that  of  a  phymofis ,  we  found  it  neceffary  to 
begin  with  bleeding,  but  not  to  purge  at  all. 

As  for  the  chirurgical  part,  it  was  very 
Ample.  The  chief  point  requiflte,  was  to 
keep  the  fores  clean,  and  to  wadi  them  with 
the  following  mixture. 

*  • 
R  Merc,  dulc .  fubtil.  Icevig.  si.  Pulv.  e 

cerujj\  comp .  3ii.  Aq.  calcis  ^iv.  M. 
With  this  I  ufed  to  wafii  the  ulcers  two  or 

v  ,  ' " 

three  times  a  day :  and,  in  the  cafe  of  a  phy~ 
mofis ,  the  fame  was  injefted  betwixt  the  pre¬ 
puce 
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puce  and  glans,  with  a  fyringe.  When  I 
could  get  at  the  part  affedted,  I  frequently 
applied  fome  lint  with  a  little  mercurial 
ointment. 

If  the  phymojis  is  fo  bad,  that,  after  bleed¬ 
ing  and  taking  the  medicine  for  fome  days, 
there  is  no  appearance  of  the  forefkin  yield¬ 
ing,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  the  virulence 
of  the  fores  within  keeps  up  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  it  will  very  much 
haften  the  cure  to  flit  up  the  prepuce  the 
whole  length,  in  order  to  come  at  the  ulcers, 
which  are  to  be  clean  fed  and  drefied  in  the 
manner  directed.  This  operation  is  attended 
with  no  inconvenience  ;  for  if  the  fmail  ar¬ 
tery,  continued  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
penis,  is  cut,  the  cure  will  be  the  more 
fpeedy,  by  the  plentiful  bleeding  of  the 
wound. 

But  if  the  phymofis  has  continued  fo  long, 
as  that  the  prepuce  has  become  thick  and 
fcirrhous,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expedt  any 
refolution  of  this  induration,  or  the  cure 
of  the  difeafe,  whilft  the  glans  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  in  an  ulcerous  ftate.  In  which 
cafe,  the  whole  prepuce  muft  be  cut  off; 

for 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  3  8  5 

for  a  Ample  incifion  will  not  be  fuffi- 
cient. 

In  our  hofpital,  no  cafe  of  this  kind  oc¬ 
curred;  but  there  was  one  in  another  regi¬ 
ment,  for  which,  as  I  underftood,  the  folu- 
tion  and  other  remedies  were  tried  in  vain, 
till  the  circumcifion  was  performed. 

In  cafes  attended  with  any  confiderable 
inflammation,  we  found  one  large  bleeding 
neceflary,  before  we  gave  the  medicine ;  but 
except  this  evacuation,  and  the  application  of 
a  bread  and  milk  poultice,  we  did  nothing 
further  to  reduce  any  inflammation.  Again, 
after  the  wafhing  the  fores  of  the  penis 
(whether  {hankers,  ulcers,  or  excoriations) 
with  the  lotion  already  defcribed,  nothing 
was  applied  to  them  but  dry  lint.  We  ufed 
no  other  drefling  for  the  buboes,  and  I  ne¬ 
ver  knew  fuch  a  number  heal  fo  kindly. 

I  {hall  conclude  the  chirurgical  part,  with 
telling  you,  that  except  the  lunar  cauftic  for 
warts,  very  foul  fores,  and  fungous  excres¬ 
cences,  I  do  not  recoiled:  that  any  other  ex- 
*  * 

ternal  medicine  was  applied* 

C  c 


Laftly, 
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Laftly,  I  can  allure  you,  that  from  the 
time  this  method  was  firft  recommended  to 
us,  I  have  ufed  no  other,  and  have  never 
yet  feen  it  fail.  In  a  word,  I  have  laid  be- 
fore  you  my  whole  experience  of  this  medi¬ 
cine,  which,  both  from  what  I  have  feen 
myfelf,  and  learned  from  its  fuccefs  in  the 
other  field-hofpitals,  I  muft  greatly  pre¬ 
fer  to  a  falivation,  or  any  other  mercu¬ 
rial  ccxirfe  I.  have  tried,  during  the  fifteen 
years  of  my  fervice  in  the  army ;  whether 
I  confider  the  certainty  and  the  fpeedinefs  of 
the  effects,  or  the  eafe  and  fafety  of  the 
cure. 

I  muft  indeed  acknowledge,  that,  except 
one  or  two  of  the  above  cafes,  all  of  them 
were  very  recent,  that  is,  of  not  above  two 
months  Handing.  It  may  be  therefore  faid, 
that  the  fublimate  given  in  this  manner  may 
be  powerful  enough  in  frelh  diftempers,  but 
is  not  to  be  relied  on  when  the  cafes  are  inve¬ 
terate.  From  my  own  experience,  I  can  fay 
nothing  to  the  contrary;  but  do  we  not  all 
know,  that,  when  the  difeafe  is  of  a  long 
Handing,  a  falivation,  carried  to  the  greateft 
height,  is  ftill  but  an  uncertain  remedy. 

Farther, 
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Farther,  I  have  heard  Dr.  Pringle  obferve, 
that  of  the  whole  number  which  he  viiited 
(and  which  amounted  to  upwards  of  60) 
there  were  not  above  three  or  four  whofe 
diftemper  proved  obftinate,  upon  a  fair  trial 
of  the  folution.  Now,  of  fo  large  a  number 
it  is  to  be  prefumed,  there  mud  have  been 
feveral  cafes  of  fome  confiderable  (landing, 

I  am. 

Sir, 

Tour  mojl  obedient 
humble  fervant , 
Abraham  Gordon, 


C  c  2 


A  Letter 
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A  Letter  to  the  Medical  Society  from  John 
Ciephane,  M.  D.  F .  R.  S.  one  of  the  Pby- 
ficians  to  the  Army ,  and  to  St.  George’s 
Hofpital. 

G olden  Square ,  April  4 ,  1 757. 

Gentlemen , 

IT  HAVE  executed  your  commands,  and 
JL  have  applied  to  Dr.  Pringle,  to  know  if 
he  could  give  us  any  information  relating  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Merc.  CorroJ.  Sublim.  in 
the  cure  of  the  Lues  Venerea ,  more  than 
what  was  contained  in  Mr.  Gordon’s  ac¬ 
count.  The  Dodtor  told  me,  that  various 
trials  had  been  likewife  made  in  the  other 
regiments  which  were  incam ped  in  the  lame 
place  3  and  that,  in  upwards  of  60  cafes,  he 
did  not  remember  above  three  or  four  at 
rnoft,  in  which  it  abfolutelv  failed;  and 
thefe  had  all  been  of  long  handing  ;  one  in 
particular  was  of  two  years  continuance,  even 

t  ^ 

after  a  falivation. 

The  cafes  wherein  the  medicine  failed 
were  afterwards  put  into  a  fair  way  of  reco¬ 
very  before  the  camp  broke  up,  by  continu¬ 
ing  to  give  the  men  a  fpoonful  of  the  folution 
once  a  day,  with  a  ftrong  decoction  of  the 
R,  farfaparilL  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  daily. 

There 
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There  were  eight  regiments  incamped,  fix 
of  Foot,  and  two  of  dragooils.  Mr.  Gor¬ 
don’s  letter  to  the  Society  gives  a  full  account 
of  the  regiment  under  his  care  5  and  the 
Dodtor  has  been  fo  obliging  as  to  let  me  have 
five  letters,  which  he  had  received  from  the 
furgeons  of  the  other  regiments  of  Foot,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  fame  fubjedt.  As  to  the  dra¬ 
goons,  they  had  fewer  cafes,  and  their  fur¬ 
geons  left  the  regiments  upon  breaking  up 
camp ;  fo  that  there  could  be  no  proper  ac¬ 
count  procured  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  me¬ 
dicine  with  them. 

I  have  fubjoined  a  note  to  each  letter,  of  a 
few  particulars  which  I  learnt  in  converfing 
with  Dr.  Pringle  about  them.  To  which 
give  me  leave  to  add  the  following  remark, 
which  I  have  fince  heard  him  make. 

j  1 

That  if  fome  trials,  which  have  been  made 
in  other  places,  have  not  fhewn  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  efficacy  with  thofe  at  the  camp,  he 
was  inclined  to  believe,  that  this  may  be 
owing,  in  fome  meafure,  to  a  difference  in  the 
preparation  of  the  fublimate.  And  he  like- 
wife  told  me,  that  fome  of  the  furgeons 
had  obferved,  that  French  brandy  more 

C  c  3  thorough!  f 


390  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

thoroughly  diffolved  the  fublimate  than  ci¬ 
ther  the  malt  or  melaffes  fpirits ;  or  that,  at 
leaft,  the  brandy  depofited  lefs  of  a  fedi- 
ment,  after  the  folution,  than  either  of  the 

other  two. 

Iamy 

Gentlemen , 

your  mojl  obedient  fervanty 
John  Clephane. 


A  Letter  from  Mr .  Miller,  Surgeon  Major 
to  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Foot ,  command¬ 
ed  by  Lieutenant  General  Wolfe,  to  Dr „ 
Pringle, 

Wells y  November  20,  1756. 

Sir, 

AS  you  feemed,  when  in  camp,  fo  in¬ 
tent  on  trying  and  afcertaining  the 
fuccefs  of  the  *  fublimate  in  the  cure  of  the 

Lues 

«  By  miftaking  the  proportion  of  the  corrofive  fubli- 
mate  to  the  fpirit,  Mr.  Miller  diffolved  20  grains,  inftead 
of  16,  in  32  ounces:  but  finding  this  proportion  anfwer, 

he  never  altered  it,  and  gave  for  a  conftant  dofe,  one 

fpoonful 
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Lues  Venerea ,  I  have  therefore  fent  you  fame 
farther  accounts  of  thofe  patients,  to  whom 
that  medicine  was  adminiftred. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  tell  you,  that  none  of 
thofe  you  faw  have  complained  of  a  return 
of  the  diftemper.  I  was  afraid  of  H.  who 
was  brought  to  me  juft  before  the  camp 
broke  up,  with  a  violent  inflammation  ou 
the  tonfils  and  uvula,  and  on  the  glans  I  ob- 
ferved  a  floughly  ulcer.  I  was  not  forward 
in  condemning  the  medicine,  as  the  fore 
throat  with  ulcers  had  been  epidemical  in 
our  regiment  for  the  whole  fummer.  I 
treated  the  diftemper  as  fuch,  and  cured  it, 
though  with  more  difficulty  than  any  I  had 
met  with,  as  it  appeared  to  have  a  greater 
fliare  of  malignity. 

fpoonful  twice  a  day.  He  had  17  cafes  of  the  Lues 
Venerea  cured  during  the  incampment,  without  one 
failure.  He  ufed  the  fame  diet  and  regimen  with  Mr. 
Gordon,  and  likewife  the  fame  chirurgical  treatment, 
except  making  his  mercurial  lotion  of  the  aq.  calc .  & 
calomel ,  without  the  cerujf.  After  breaking  up  camp 
about  the  middle  of  October,  Dr.  Pringle  wanting  to 
know  how  the  cures  flood,  a  month  after  the  regi¬ 
ments  had  been  in  winter  quarters,  he  received  this 
letter  for  anfwer. 

M 

-1  Jn 


C  c  4 


$ 
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M.  whofe  cafe  you  was  furprized  at,  had 
not  taken  the  folution  long,  when  you  broke 
up  our  hofpital  at  Fimphorn ;  and  it  was 
fometime  before  one  was  1  eftabiifhed  in  this 

place;  he  is  now  almoft  well:  but  of  all 
the  venereal  fymptoms  with  which  foldiers 
are  afflicted,  I  have  always  found^warts  the 
moft  difficult  to  be  eradicated,  though  I  am 
not  fparing  of~the  knife  and  cauftic. 

As  you  faw  the  medicine  tryed  with  fuc- 
cefs  upon  fo  many  foldiers,  I  wanted  much 
to  fee  the  effedts  of  it  upon  the  other  fex  \ 
and,  very  foon  after,  I  found  a  young  wo¬ 
man  who  had  contracted  the  diftemper  in 
camp,  and  brought  it  to  this  town  in  its  full 
virulence. 

She  had  venereal  blotches  fpread  all  over 
the  groins,  the  labia  fwelled  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  that  fhe  could  hardly  walk,  with  large 
ulcers  all  around  the  entrance  of  the  vagina  y 
from  which  proceeded  a  very  large  difeharge 
of  matter. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  ihe  began  to 
take  the  folution  ;  on  the  9th,  the  fwelling 
of  the  labia  was  fo  much  better,  that  ihe 
could  walk  without  pain;  on  the  14th,  the 
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labia  were  almoft  reduced  to  their  natural 
fize,  the  blotches  began  to  difappear,  and 
the  difcharge  from  the  ulcers  to .  decreafe. 
As  the  medicine  operated  entirely  by  urine, 
on  the  14th,  I  increafed  the  dofe  from  a 
fpoonful  to  a  fpoonful  and  a  half,  morning 
and  evening:  and  this  day,  which  is  the 
20th,  the  fwelling  of  the  labia  is  entirely 
gone,  the  blotches  almoft  difappeared,  the 
difcharge  from  the  ulcers  next  to  nothing, 
and  moft  of  them  are  healed :  and  I  think 
I  can  pronounce,  that,  in  a  few  days,  fhe 
will  be  well.  She  wafhed  the  ulcers  and 
blotches  with  the  lotion  of  aq .  calcis  and 
calomel ,  from  the  time  fhe  began  to  take 
the  folution. 

Give  me  leave  to  relate  one  cafe  more, 
which  is  of  a  foldier.  He  is  about  23  years 
of  age,  and  has  been  infedted  thefe  four 
months.  He  had  a  violent  phymojis ,  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  fwelling  all  over  the  penis ,  fo 
that  he  was  afraid  of  a  mortification ;  to 
prevent  which,  I  dilated  the  prepuce,  order¬ 
ed  bleeding,  and  the  antiphlogiftic  medi¬ 
cines  to  be  given  internally;  a  fomentation 
of  the  antifeptic  herbs,  with  the  bread  and 

milk 
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milk  poultice,  to  be  applied  externally.  By 
this  method,  which  I  followed  for  three 
days,  a  flop  was  put  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
inflammation,  but  the  fwelling  did  not  abate ; 
and,  by  the  difcharge  of  matter,  I  was 
convinced  that  there  were  large  ulcers  on 
the  inflde  of  the  prepuce,  and  on  the  glam . 
I  then  ordered  a  fpoonful  of  the  folution  to 
be  given  morning  and  evening,  and  the  lo¬ 
tion  to  be  injedted  around  the  glam  twice  a 
day.  After  ufing  this  method  for  four  days, 
he  began  to  grow  better;  and  this  day,  which 
is  the  14th  from  his  beginning  to  take  the 
folution,  the  phymofis  is  cured,  and  the  ul¬ 
cers  on  the  prepuce  and  glans  healed :  he  is 
to  continue  to  take  the  medicine  for  a  few 
days  longer.  With  this  patient  its  operation 
was  likewife  by  the  urinary  paflages. 

I  have  continued  to  prepare  the  medicine 
in  the  fame  proportions  as  in  camp ;  and  I 
have  never  increafed  the  dofe  beyond  a  fpoon¬ 
ful  morning  and  evening*  except  in  the  cafe 
of  the  young  woman  ;  but,  for  the  future, 
whenever  I  fee  occafion,  I  flhall  do  it  with¬ 
out  hefitation, 


I  have 
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I  have  cured  two  befides,  whofe  cafes,  as 
they  were  common,  are  not  worth  mention¬ 
ing.  I  hope  you  will  excufe  fo  long  a 
letter. 

Jam,  Sir , 
your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant7 

Robert  Miller. 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Haftie,  Surgeon  Major 
to  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Foot,  commanded 
by  Lieut.  General  Skelton,  to  Dr.  Pringle. 


Reading ,  November  21,  1756. 

Sir ,  ' 

*T  WAS  favoured  with  yours,  which  I 
JL  flhould  have  anfwered  by  courfe  of  the 
poft ;  but  as  there  were  feveral  of  the  men 
in  out-quarters,  that  I  had  not  feen,  I  deferred 


*  Mr.  Haftie  had  feven  cafes  in  his  regimental  hof- 
pital,  at  the  camp,  all  cured  without  any  failure;  only 
one  of  the  cures  feems  by  this  letter  not  to  have  been 
completed,  till  after  they  went  into  winter  quarters. 

writing 


/ 
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writing  till  I  had  examined  them.  I  do  not 
find  that  there  is  any  of  thofe,  to  whom  I 
gave  the  medicine  in  camp,  who  have  made 
any  complaints,  excepting  M.  who,  fince 
he  came  here,  has  had  a  fmall  ulcer  on  the 
neck  of  the  glans ;  but,  by  taking  the  fo- 
lution  a  few  days,  it  healed  up  again.  This 
circumftance  no  ways  leffens  my  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  medicine ;  for,  during  my  ab¬ 
le  nee,  my  mate  gave  it  to  feveral  of  the  men 
with  fuccefs,  particularly  one  man,  who 
had  a  violent  phymofis ,  great  difeharge  from 
under  the  prepuce,  and  excoriations  exter¬ 
nally.  He  took  the  folution  four  weeks;  the 
fymptoms  abated  gradually;  and  he  is  now 
well.  Previous  to  his  taking  the  medicine, 
he  was  once  blooded,  and  twice  purged. 

I  have  not  many  venereal  patients  at  pre- 
fent;  but  whenever  its  good  effects  are  re-, 
markable,  or  if  ever  it  fhould  fail,  I  fhali 
acquaint  you. 

I  am ,  Sir, 
your  mojl  obedient 
humble  fervant , 

William  Hastie. 

1 
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A  Letter  from  Mr .  Davies,  Surgeon  Major  to 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment  of  Foot ,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Amherft,  to  Dr.  Pringle. 

Yeovil ,  Somerfetjhire,  November  22,  1 756. 

Sir , 

I  HAVE  ufed  no  other  means  of  curing 
the  pox,  fince  I  faw  you,  but  by  the 
fublimate;  which,  I  think,  as  far  as  I  have 
yet  experienced,  fhould  be  received  as  an  ex¬ 
cellent  medicine.  All  thofe  you  have  menti¬ 
oned  *  have  been,  to  all  appearance,  perfect¬ 
ly  cured,  except  W.  and  W.  who  complain¬ 
ed  within  thefe  few  days;  but  which,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  may  be  imputed  to  their  not  perfifiing 
long  enough  in  taking  it,  occafioned  by  their 
being  fent  to  out-quarters  with  their  com¬ 
panies.  I  fhall  write,  on  the  other  fide,  the 
names  and  fymptoms  of  a  few  more,  who  have 
taken  the  folution  with  fuccefs,  fince  I  came  to 
quarters;  and  which  I  fhall  continue  to  ufe,  till 

*  Mr.  Davies  had  eleven  patients  in  his  regimental 
hofpital,  whereof  the  greateff  part  were  cured  before 
going  into  winter  quarters.  At  that  time  he  only  gave 
one  fpoonful  twice  a  day,  in  the  ordinary  proportion 
of  the  mercury  to  the  fpirits.  A  month  after,  he 
•wrote  the  hril  of  thefe  two  letters. 

I  per- 
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I  perceive  fomething  in  its  disfavour  that  has 
not  yet  appeared  to  me. 

I  can  let  you  know,  that  your  paralytic 
patient  is  almoft  quite  well.  When  I  came 
here,  I  put  him  under  a  courfe  of  horfe- 
radifh  and  muftard  infufed  in  cyder  ;  and, 
according  to  your  directions,  I  applied  the 
actual  cautery  juft  on  the  fagittal  future, 
quite  to  the  bone.  He  wa$  fo  infenfible,  that 
he  did  not  know  I  had  touched  him*  but 
it  was  wonderful  to  fee  the  effect  it  had. 
The  next  day,  when  I  went  to  fee  him, 
with  joy  in  his  face  he  raifed  the  affedted 
arm  as  high  as  his  head,  but  could  not 
move  his  fingers;  his  fpeech  was  very  much 
improved,  and  his  fpirits  much  elated.  I 
have  kept  the  wound  open  as  an  iflue,  and 
brought  a  good  difcharge  from  it.  He  con^ 
tinued  to  mend  every  day  after,  but  not  in 
near  fo  great  a  degree,  in  proportion  to  the 
time,  as  in  the  firft  24  hours.  Senfation  in 
the  part  increafed,  as  his  diforder  abated  t 
he  can  now  move  his  fingers  very  well,  and 
ufe  his  hand  equally  as  the  other,  only  it 
is  not  fo  ftrong.  Ever  fince  I  performed  the 
operation,  he  has  been  much  more  chearful 

and 
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and  feemingly  happy,  than  before  he  was 
feized  with  his  diforder.  This  man  was  to 
have  been  difcharged  the  regiment ;  but  I 
a(ked  to  have  him  kept,  to  try  this  experi¬ 
ment,  becaufe  you  feemed  defirous  to  know 
the  effects  of  it. 

I  (hall  think  myfelf  happy,  if  any  thing 
ever  occurs  to  me  worth  relating  to  you,  as 
nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleafure  than 
demonftrating  with  how  much  refpedt  I  am. 

Sir , 

your  very  obedient 
humble  fervant , 

Robert  Davies. 

J.  P.  had  deep  ulcers  on  the  glans  and 

prepuce.  He  took  the  medicine  20  days 

and  is  to  all  appearance  cured. 

C.  G.  had  a  bubo,  which  was  opened, 

and  (hankers.  He  took  it  for  the  fame  time- 

*  * 

the  bubo  is  healed,  and  the  (hankers  are 
quite  gone. 

L.  E.  had  a  bubo,  which  was  opened,  arid 
ulcers  on  the  prepuce.  He  has  taken  it  1 5 

days; 
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days:  the  ulcers  are  healed,  and  the  bubo  is 
aim  oft  well. 

J.  K.  had  the  glans  deeply  ulcerated  almoft 
all  over.  He  has  taken  it  1 5  days,  and  the 
ulcers  are  very  nearly  healed. 

I  believe  the  only  thing  wanting  to  make 
this  medicine  anfwer  all  our  wilhes,  is,  to 
determine  the  length  of  time  it  fhould  be 
taken,  which  experience  alone  can  teach. 

I  have  increafed  the  dofe  to  near  what 
you  mention,  (viz.  two  fpoonfuls  twice  a 
day)  without  the  leaft  additional  inconve¬ 
nience  to  the  patient. 

I  have  given  it  to  two  men  with  obftinate 
ulcers  in  their  legs,  who  have  found  the 
greateft  advantage  by  it. 

Mr.  Davies’*  fecond  Letter ,  containing  a  Se¬ 
quel  of  the  Cafes  cured  by  the  Sublimate , 
with  his  new  Proportion  of  the  Medicine 
to  the  Spirits ,  viz.  gr.  xvi.  to  %xiv.  a 
Spoonful  twice  a  Day . 

Yeovil ,  Somerfetjhire ,  February  1 ,  1757, 

Sir , 

IP  R  E  S  U  M  E  to  trouble  you  with  a 
letter,  imagining  that  it  may  not  be  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  you  to  be  a  little  further  inform- 
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*ed  concerning  the  fuccefs  of  our  fpecific, 
I  mu  ft  firft  let  you  know,  that  a  few  days 
after  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  in 
London*  I  was  in  company  with  fome  of  our 
profeffion,  who  feemed  to  be  prejudiced 
againft  our  method  of  treating  the  difeafe; 
and  who  told  me,  they  had  never  heard  of 
a  deep  rooted  diforder  being  relieved  by  it. 
I  could  not  but  confefs,  that  what  cafes  I 
had  had  under  my  care  were  recent;  as  we 
in  the  army  have  feldom  any  other,  not  al¬ 
lowing  them  to  come  to  a  long  {landing ; 
however,  I  had  foon  after  an  opportunity  of 
giving  the  medicine  a  fair  tryal,  in  two  old 
cafes  which  I  {hall  relate  to  you. 

J.  W.  a  man  of  a  remarkable  robuft  ha¬ 
bit,  got  a  pox  in  Auguft  1755,  which  ap¬ 
peared  firft  in  an  ulcer  on  the  g/ansy  and  was 
fo  virulent,  as,  in  a  few  days,  to  eat  almoft 
quite  through  it  and  fpread  very  wide :  at  the 
fame  time  many  {hankers  appearing  on  the 
prepuce,  he  was  falivated  immediately,  and 
had  as  high  a  courfe  as  feemed  neceftary,  and 
was  to  appearance  cured.  In  April  1756,  I 
found  him  in  a  very  bad  way,  and  that  he  con¬ 
cealed  it  for  fear  of  afalivation;  and,  on  in- 

D  d  quiry,. 
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quiry,  learned,  that  his  diforde'r  had  broke  out 
very  foon  after  hiscourfe  was  over;  and  that 
he  had  been  privately  in  the  hands  of  quacks, 
who  had  applied  outward  remedies  only. 

-  At  this  time  he  was  much  broke  out  about 
the  anus  and  Jcro turn.  He  was  then  falivated, 
and  fpit  very  freely  for  full  five  weeks* 
and  afterwards  he  drank  plentifully  of  the 
decoftion  of  guaiacum  for  three  weeks 
longer.  After  all  this,  I  found,  about  fix 
weeks  ago,  that  he  had  continued  found 
but  a  very  ftiort  time,  and  had  ftill  conceal¬ 
ed  his  fymptoms,  declaring,  he  had  rather 
die  of  his  diftemper  than  be  falivated  again. 
When  1  examined  him  at  the  time  laft  men¬ 
tioned,  he  had  violent  pains  in  his  fhins  and 
head,  and  the  largeft  venereal  warts  and  ex- 
crefcences  I  ever  faw,  all  about  his  anus , 
fcrotum ,  prepuce,  and  glans .  Thefe  being 
deftroyed  by  a  cauftic  or  the  knife,  he  was 
put  under  a  courfe  of  the  .corrofive  fublimate, 
which  he  took  for  22  days.  After  12  days, 
no  fign  of  his  diforder  appeared,  and  he 
has  continued  well  about  three  weeks.  I 
think  if  this  cafe  holds,  it  is  fufficient  to 

fupport 
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fupport  the  credit  of  this  excellent  medi¬ 
cine. 

J.  B.  had  a  bubo  about  eleven  months 
ago,  which  he  difcuffed  by  the  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  and  plaifter;  and,  at  three  different 
times  fince,  he  has  had  excoriations  of  the 
prepuce,  and  (hankers,  which  he  healed 
with  a  folution  of  blue  vitriol.  He  began 
to  take  the  medicine  with  W.  having,  at 
that  time,  a  venereal  fore  throat,  with  vio¬ 
lent  pains  in  his  head  and  jfhins.  He  took 
it  juft  as  many  days  as  the  other  man,  and 
is  to  all  appearance  quite  cured.  I  (hall 
hereafter  take  the  liberty  to  let  you  know  the 
fequel  of  thefe  two  cafes. 

I  have  had  eight  or  ten  others  lately  cured, 
particularly  W.  S.  and  S.  8.  who  were  both 
fo  broke  out  about  the  anus  and  perinceum , 
that  they  were  not  able  to  walk  or  (land 
for  a  week  after  they  began  their  courfe;  but 
were  perfectly  cured  in  22  days. 

I  fhall  now  let  you  know  what  I  have 
done  in  regard  to  increafing  the  dofe  of  this 
medicine.  I  have  a  bottle  which  holds  juft 
28  fpoonfuls;  to  this,  full  of  fpirits,  we  ufed 
to  add  feven  grains  of  the  fublimate :  now  I 

D  d  2  increafcd 
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increafed  one  grain  every  time  I  filled  the 
bottle,  till  it  came  to  16  grains;  which  is 
more  than  one  grain  in  the  day,  by  giving 
a  fpoonful  of  the  mixture  twice  a  day. 
This  I  find  agrees  perfectly  well  with  the 
men;  but  on  a  tryal  of  increafing  it  further, 
I  was  foon  forced  to  defift,  as  it  made  them 
vomit:  and  now  the  quantity  abovemen- 
tioned,  viz .  16  grains  to  28  fpoonfuls,  giv¬ 
ing  two  fpoonfuls  in  the  day,  is  my  fixed 
manner  of  ufing  the  medicine,  which  is  as 
much  more  than  double  the  dofe  firft  pre- 
lcribed,  as  16  is  more  than  14.  Note,  S. 
and  B.  fpit  pretty  freely,  but  without  any  in¬ 
convenience. 

One,  who  came  lately  into  the  regiment, 
has  had  a  pox  of  a  very  long  ftanding,  and 
begins  this  courfe  in  a  few  days;  the  fuccefs 
of  which  I  (hall  communicate  to  you. 

If  any  thing  I  have  faid  on  this  matter 
gives  you  fatisfadtion,  I  (hall  have  the  greateft 
pleafure  by  it.  My  paralytic  patient  con¬ 
tinues  as  well  as  he  was,  but  he  is  not  per¬ 
fectly  cured.  I  beg,  Sir,  you  may  believe 
me  to  be,  with  great  regard,  &c. 


Robert  Davies. 
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A  Letter  from  Mr,  Boyd,  Surgeon  Major  to 
the  Twentieth  Regiment  of  Foot ,  command¬ 
ed  by  Colonel  Kingfley,  to  Dr,  Pringle, 

AJhburton ,  Nov  ember  24,  1 756. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  nothing  new  to  communicate 
fince  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  at 
Blandford.  Thus  far  I  can  allure  you,  that 
none  of  the  patients,  whofe  cafes  you  noted 
down  at  the  camp,  have  relapfed.  The  only 
cafe  I  knew  it  fail  in,  was  in  that  of  T.  S. 
The  fymptoms  you  have  in  your  notes.  * 
Before  he  began  to  ufe  the  folution,  he  had 
taken  three  grains  of  mere,  dulc,  fex,  fubh- 
mat .  made  into  a  pill,  twice  a  day,  for  twelve 
days,  without  the  leaft  effeft.  I  afterwards 
ordered  two  drachms  of  the  ung.  mer  cur.  fort. 
to  be  rubbed  into  his  arms,  legs,  &c.  for 

*  Of  eight  cafes,  only  one  failed,  which  was  of 
long  {landing.  This  was  the  cafe  of  T.  S.  who  had 
warts  and  bad  chancres  on  the  glans,  and  ulcers  which 
had  eat  through  the  glans  into  the  urethra ,  fo  that  the 
urine  palled  that  way.  It  was  nine  weeks  after  the 
firft  fymptoms  appeared,  that  he  ufed  the  medicine  in 
the  common  proportion,  but  took  of  it  only  one  fpoon- 
ful  twice  a  day. 

P4  3  £we!? 


406  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

twelve  nights  fucceffively,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  no  better  fuccefs.  After  a  few 
days  interval,  I  determined  to  try  what  the 
folution  would  do  in  his  cafe.  I  gave 
him  a  fpoonful,  morning  and  evening,  for 
upwards  of  three  weeks,  increafing  the  dofe, 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  to  one 
fpoonful  and  a  half.  This  fucceeded  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  former  method:  for  the  fymp- 
toms  had  rather  increafed,  which  determined 
me  to  leave  it  off.  I  then  ordered  him  a  de- 
codtion  of  farfaparilla ,  viz .  two  ounces  of 
the  rad.  farJdparilL  boiled  in  two  quarts  of 
water  till  the  half  was  con  fumed.  Of  which 
decodtion,  I  ordered  him  to  drink  a  pint  for 
a  dofe  morning  and  evening.  After  the  ufe 
of  this  for  feme  time,  he  grew  remarkably 
better^  but  was  fei*ed  with  the  fmall  pox, 
had  a  favourable  kind,  and  very  few  in 
number,  fo  as  to  require  very  little  confine¬ 
ment.  Re  drank  the  decoct,  farfaparill .  the 
whole  time,  but  weaker,  viz.  an  ounce  of  the 
root,  boiled  in  four  quarts  of  water,  till 
,  the  half  was  con  fumed ;  to  be  taken  as 
before  directed.  The  chancres  were  treated 
in  the  ufual  manner.  When  I  left  Bland- 

ford 
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ford,  he  was  fo  well  as  to  require  no  farther 
affiftance  from  medicine. 

If  you  remember,  W.  M/s  cafe  was  a 
gonorrhoea  virulent  a .  I  gave  him  the  me¬ 
dicine,  to  the  quantity  of  one  fpoonful,  night 
and  morning,  by  way  of  experiment,  but  it 
did  not  anfwer  my  expectation.  There  is 
one  thing  I  muft  obferve,  that  he  is  a  very 
irregular  fellow,  and  now  left  behind  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  dock,  with  a  fwelled  tefticle. 

If  any  thing  occurs  in  my  practice,  that 
can  in  the  leaft  tend  to  the  good  of  the  pub-r 
lie,  you  may  depend  upon  having  it  com¬ 
municated.  Iam,  &c. 


Geo.  Fred.  Boyd. 


D  d  4 
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A  Letter  from  Mr.  Barker,  Surgeon  Major 
to  the  Thirty  Third  Regiment  of  Foot , 
commanded  by  Lord  Charles  Hay,  to  Dr . 
Pringle. 

Devizes ,  November  28,  1756. 

Sir , 


“'HOSE  men  of  the  thirty  third  re- 

_  giment,  you  took  minutes  of  at 

Blandford,  were  all  cured  in  30  days, *  *  ex¬ 
cept  C. ;  who  was  left  at  Blandford  when  the 
regiment  decampt  and  was  fent  from  thence 
about  three  weeks  ago.  When  he  came  here, 
he  had  a  fmall  fore  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
divifion  of  the  prepuce,  (that  had  been  flit  up) 
which  has  gradually  grown  worfe,  though  he 
has  taken  the  folution  twice  a  day  ever  fince. 
S.  feemed  to  grow  worfe  while  he  was  taking 
the  medicine  at  Blandford,  and  I  imagined 


nothing  would  have  got  the  better  of  his 
complaints  but  a  falivation :  but  when  I  vifit- 
ed  him  in  country  quarters,  three  days  after 


*  Mr.  Barker  had  fix  or  (even  cafes  in  his  hofpital, 
one  of  which  was  obftinate,  and  could  not  be  cured 
without  the  affiftance  of  the  decoct,  farfaparill.  How¬ 
ever,  the  fuccefs  afterwards  of  the  folution  by  itfelf 
appears  by  this  letter,  written  fix  weeks  after  breaking 
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we  came  here,  I  was  amazed  to  find  him 
well.  There  was  not  the  lead:  appearance  of 
jany  thing,  except  an  excrefcence  at  the  verge 
of  the  amis ,  about  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg. 
This  I  intended  to  have  taken  off  as  it  might 
be  troublefome  in  going  to  ftool :  but  the  next 
time  I  faw  him,  it  was  manifeftly  fmaller, 
land  it  is  now  reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  com¬ 
mon  bean.  From  the  time  we  left  Bland- 
ford,  till  I  faw  him  in  quarters,  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  nothing  to  the  part  but  dry  lint. 

H.  has  had  a  little  fore,  or  rather  excori¬ 
ation  upon  the  prepuce,  fince  we  came  into 
quarters*  but  it  was  w'ell  again  in  a  few  days, 
without  the  help  of  internals. 

L.  the  grenadier,  that  had  the  bubo  in  the 
right  groin,  and  eruptions  all  over  his  body, 
was  perfectly  cured  in  a  month's  time  with 
the  folution,  in  a  decoftion  of  farfaparilla. 

I  have  given  the  folution  to  feveral  men 
fince  we  came  into  quarters,  and  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  all. 

J.  J.  aged  33,  of  a  ftrong  conflitution, 
and  full  habit  of  body,  had  a  beginning 
bubo  in  the  right  groin,  with  great  hardnefs 
^nd  inflammation  5  a  phymojis  and  foul  Ihan- 

kers 
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kers  upon  the  glans  and  prepuce.  He  took 
the  folution,  twice  a  day,  for  twenty  days ; 
the  {hankers  healed,  and  the  fwelling  and 
hardnefs  in  the  groin  difappeared.  He  con¬ 
tinued  the  medicine,  twice  a  day,  for  feven 
days  afterwards  5  and  then  took  half  the  quan¬ 
tity  for  a  week.  In  this  cafe  it  fucceeded 
to  a  miracle.  He  was  bled,  and  took 
four  dofes  of  phyfic,  before  he  began  the 
folution. 

L.  D.  aged  21,  had  excrefcences  and  ex¬ 
coriations  about  the  anus .  He  took  the  fo¬ 
lution  thirty  days,  and  is  perfectly  cured. 
•  About  the  twentieth  day,  his  mouth  grew 
fore,  and  he  fpit  about  a  pint  and  a  half  in 
twenty  four  hours.  Whilft  his  mouth  was 
fore,  the  medicine  was  omitted. 

W.  B.  aged  41,  had  a  bubo  in  the  left 
groin.  After  the  efchar  feparated,  the  fore 
wa$  exceffively  foul  and  fpungy.  He  has 
taken  the  folution  a  month,  and  is  perfe&ly 
cured.  Thofe  with  buboes,  never  begin  the 
courfe  till  the  buboes  are  opened. 

I  have  given  the  fublimate  to  ten  or  twelve, 
and  have  fucceeded  in  all  except  C.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  have  a  muqh  better  opinion  of 

the 
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the  medicine  now,  than  I  had  when  we  were 

*  J  ** 

at  Blandford. 

I  give  the  folution  in  the  manner  you  di¬ 
rected  at  Blandford.  Perhaps  double  the  dofe 
might  hurt  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  My 
men  fometimes  complain  of  ficknefs  and 
gripings  even  with  this  quantity. 

I  am,  Sir ,  See. 

.'.1  '  .'Vj'  •  .  W’  * 

John  Barker. 

Mr.  Barker  has  lately  informed  Dr.  Pringle,  that  one 
J.  W.  after  taking  the  folution,  a  fpoonful  twice  a 
day,  for  fix  weeks,  and  a  fpoonful  once  a  day,  for  a 
fortnight  longer,  was  to  appearance  cured,  but  relap- 
fed  two  months  after,  without  any  fufpicion  of  a  freih 
infedlion:  whereupon  Mr.  Barker  put  him  into  a  fali- 
vation  by  unCtion,  and  foon  removed  all  the  fymptoms. 
But  he  added  that  this  perfon  had  only  finifhed  his  laft 
courfe  a  fortnight  before  this  information.  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ker  likewife  acquainted  Dr.  Pringle,  that  C.  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  beginning  of  his  letter,  was  perfectly  cured 
by  continuing  the  medicine,  and  ufing  the  decoCtion 
of  farfaparilla .  Mr.  Barker  has  conftantly  kept  to  the 
ufual  proportions  of  half  a  grain  of  fublimate  to  an 
ounce  of  fpirits,  and  has  never  exceeded  a  fpoonful  for 
a  dofe,  twice  a  day. 


XXIX.  Exfe- 
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XXIX.  Experiment  on  mixing  Oyls ,  refmous, 
and  pinguious  Subjiances  with  Water ,  by 
means  of  a  vegetable  Mucilage :  In  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  James  Bogle  French,  Apothecary 
in  London,  to  Dr.  John  Fothergill.  With 
Remarks  by  the  fame. 

Woodjlreet ,  January  18,  1 757. 

Sir, 

IM  A  D  E  the  experiments  you  defired, 
and  I  own  with  a  fuccefs  that  exceeded 
my  expectations,  I  may  venture  to  affure 
you,  they  have  been  performed  with  fo 
much  accuracy,  that,  I  believe,  you  may 
fafely  rely  on  any  inferences  to  be  made 
from  them. 

I  am ,  with  great  efeem> 

Sir , 

your  mof  obliged 
humble  fervant , 

James  Bogle  French. 

Experiments 
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* 

Experiments  on  mixing  Oyl  and  Water  by 
means  of  a  Mucilage . 

THE  mucilage  I  firft  made  tryal  of 
was  the  following. 

I  diffolved  four  ounces  of  clean  gum  ara- 
bic  in  eight  ounces  of  New  River  water, 
which  formed  a  mucilage  of  the  confiftence 
of  a  thick  fyrup. 

Experiment  I. 

To  two  drachms  of  this  mucilage,  I  put, 
half  an  ounce  of  olive  oyl,  one  ounce  of  wa¬ 
ter.  By  agitation,  the  mixture  affumed  the 
appearance  of  an  emulfion,  and  continued 
fo,  after  handing  about  three  or  four  mi¬ 
nutes,  when  the  oyl  and  water  began  to  fe- 
parate. 

Experiment  II. 

I  put  the  fame  quantity  of  oyl  and  water 
to  half  an  ounce  of  the  mucilage.  This 
mixture  likewife  by  agitation,  foon  became 
like  an  emulfion,  and  remained  fo  as  long 
as  the  former. 


Expe- 


414  Medical  Obfermations  and  Inquiries. 

Experiment  III. 

I  tryed  the  fame  experiments  with  a  like 
quantity  of  oyl  of  almonds.  A  perfect  uni¬ 
form  emulfion  was  produced ;  but,  on  {land¬ 
ing  three  or  four  minutes,  a  feparation 
enfued. 

Experiment  IV. 

Two  drachms  of  oyl  of  almonds,  half 
an  ounce  of  the  mucilage,  and  two  ounces 
of  water,  were  put  together  5  thefe,  by 
{baking,  foon  had  the  appearance  of  a  uni¬ 
form  emulfion;  though,  on  {landing,  they 
feparated  as  in  the  former  experiments. 

Experiment  V. 

I  put  half  a  drachm  of  the  powder  of  gum 
arabic  to  the  fame  ingredients  as  in  experi¬ 
ment  I.  and  found,  that,  by  means  of  a 
fomew'hat  longer  agitation,  the  like  union 
was  obtained ;  and  this  was  alfo  more  lad¬ 
ing.  Of  the  feveral  oyls  made  ufe  of  in  the 
experiment,  I  think  the  oyl  of  almonds 
unites  the  mod  fpeedily,  and  remains  united 
in  the  form  of  an  emulfion,  much  longer 
than  any  of  the  others, 

Expe- 
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Experiment  VI. 

- 

To  one  drachm  of  iimple  jfyrup,  and  one 
drachm  of  the  mucilage,  I  put  half  an 
ounce  of  olive  oyl,  two  drachms  of  proof 
fpirit,  and  one  ounce  of  water.  Thefe,  by 
a  fhort  agitation,  produced  a  very  uniform 
emulfion,  and  retained  this  appearance  feve- 
ral  minutes. 

Experiment  VII. 

The  fame  ingredients  without  the  fyrup, 
in  the  fame  proportions,  fhook  together  an 
equal  time,  did  not  afford  fo  equable  a  mix¬ 
ture,  and  a  feparation  fooner  enfued. 

.  Experiment  VIII,. 

To  one  drachm  of  oyl  of  almonds,  I  put 
two  drachms  of  honey,  and  one  ounce  of 
water.  Thefe,  by  agitation,  were  feemingly 
united ;  but  foon  parted  upon  Handing. 

Experiment  IX. 

Inftead  of  the  mucilage,  I  made  tryal  of 
fome  of  the  more  vilcid  fyrups,  but  none  of 
them  fucceeded  fo  well  as  the  mucilage  : 

the 
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the  fyrup  of  marfhmallows  anfwered  tho 

beft ;  though  this  but  indifferently,  and  not 
tvithotit  labour. 

Experiment  X. 

Onefcrupleof  the  powder  of  guftl  arable* 
with  one  drachm  of  balfam  peru>  capivi , 
and  balfam  guaiacin .  two  drachms  of  proof 
fpirit,  and  one  ounce  of  water,  unite  eafily 
by  agitation.  The  balfam  guaiacin .  by  this 
means,  affords  a  mixture  of  a  fine  blue  colour, 
laftingly  uniform  ;  with  the  balfam  peruy 
it  did  not  long  continue  mixed,  though,  on 
fhaking,  it  reaffumed  a  good  appearance. 

Experiment  XI. 

To  one  drachm  of  balfam  capivi ,  was  put 
one  drachm  of  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabic, 
and  one  ounce  of  water.  Thefe,  by  agita¬ 
tion,  prefently  formed  a  neat  fmooth  draught, 
though  the  parts  feparated  a  little  upoa 
Handing. 


Experiments 
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Experiments  on  mixing  Oy!s}  &c.  by  Attrition , 

Experiment  XII. 

To  one  drachm  of  the  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic,  I  put  two  drachms  of  olive  oyl, 
and  one  ounce  of  water.  Thefe,  by  mode¬ 
rate  attrition  in  a  mortar,  formed  a  neat 
emulfion,  and  continued  perfectly  mixed 
many  days. 

Experiment  XIII. 

Oyl  of  almonds  and  iinfeed,  in  the  fame 
proportions,  treated  as  in  the  former  experi¬ 
ment,  made  as  perfedt  an  emullion,  and  kept 
united  in  the  fame  manner. 

Experiment  XIV. 

I  varied  the  proportions  of  mucilage  and 
oyl,  but  found  the  mucilage  would  not  keep 
more  than  double  its  quantity  of  oyl,  united 
with  water,  any  conftderable  time. 

Experiment  XV. 

A  drachm  of  mucilage,  and  a  drachm  of 
balfam  capivi,  being  fir  ft  well  rubbed  toge¬ 
ther  ,  and  an  ounce  of  water  added,  form'd  an 

E  e  homogeneous 
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homogeneous  milky  liquor,  which  remained 
intimately  mixed  many  days.  -  . 

Experiment  XVI. 

The  fame  quantity  of  yolk  of  egg,  mixed 
die  balfam  and  water  as  fpeedily,  and  the 
mixture  remained  united  as  long  as  the  for¬ 
mer  5  but  the  tafte  of  this  was  more  un- 
pleafant. 


Experiment  XVII. 

A  fcruple  of  the  mucilage  mixed  half  a 
drachm  of  half.  Peru .  with  an  ounce  of  water, 
as  perfectly  and  expeditioufly  as  a  like  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  vitel.  ovi9  and  covered  the  tafle 
of  the  balfam  much  better,  though  it  parted 
fooner  from  the  mucilage  than  the  vitel.  ovi , 
when  thus  mixed  in  equal  quantities. 

Experiment  XVIII. 

Balfam  of  gilead,  the  thinner  Strafburgh 
turpentine,  the  fine  liquid  refin  of  late  years 
brought  from  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  commonly  called  balfamum  anna'polita - 
mini,  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  united  with 
water  as  readily,  by  the  means  of  the  mu¬ 
cilage. 
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cilage,  as  when  the  viteL  ovi  is  ufed,  and 
the  tafte  at  the  fame  time  was  better. 

Experiment  XIX. 

To  half  a  drachm  of  mucilage  of  gum. 
arabic,  I  put  one  drachm  of  half  am  gua- 
iac>  one  drachm  of  proof  ipirit,  and  one 
ounce  and  half  of  water,  which,  by  attrition, 
made  a  very  fmooth  draught,  and  did  not  fe- 
parate;  that,  by  agitation,  (Exp.  X.)  was 
of  a  deeper  blue  colour;  perhaps  this  was 
owing  to  the  parts  not  being  fo  perfectly  di¬ 
vided;  but  both  fucceeded  well. 

Experiment  XX. 

I  took  one  fcruple  of  gum  guaiaC .  in  pow¬ 
der,  one  fcruple  of  mucilage,  and  one  ounce 
and  half  of  water,  which  I  rubbed  carefully 
in  a  marble  mortar ;  I  did  the  fame  with  the 
viteL  ovi-,  and,  on  ftanding  fome  days,  it 
appeared,  that  the  gum  was  belt  fufpended 
by  the  mucilage. 


E  e  a  Expe- 
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Experiment  XXL 

Gum  benzoin  diflolved  almoft  intirely  by 
this  management,  and  continued  perfe&ly 
mixed  with  the  water  a  confiderable  time. 

Experiment  XXII. 

One  fcruple  of  balfam .  Tolu ,  one  fcru- 
pie  of  the  mucilage,  with  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  other  ingredients  as  in  the  former 
experiment,  fucceeded  rather  better,  and 
made  a  neat  draught  full  of  the  flavour  of 
the  balfam. 

Experiment  XXIII. 

Myrrh  half  a  drachm,  mucilage  of  gum 
arable  one  drachm,  firft  rubbed  together, 
and  then  mixed  with  one  ounce  and  half  of 
water,  formed  a  fmooth  uniform  mixture, 
which  continued  equally  united  feveral  days, 
when  a  fmall  part  fubiided,  but,  upon  lha- 
king  the  mixture,  foon  refumed  its  former 
appearance. 

Experiment  XXIV. 

The  fame  quantity  of  myrrh,  readily  dif- 
folvedj  by  attrition,  in  the  fame  quantity  of 

water3 
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water,  without  the  mucilage,  but  the  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  foon  feparated. 

Experiment  XXV. 

Half  a  drachm  of  the  common  Ayrax, 
treated  as  the  myrrh,  (Exp.  XXIV.)  fo  far 
diffolved,  as  to  communicate  a  ftrong  but  fine 
flavour  to  the  water. 

* 

Experiment  XXVI. 

I  took  five  grains  of  camphire,  with  a 
fcruple  of  mucilage  of  gum  arabic. ,  and 
an  ounce  and  half  of  water,  and  it  formed 
a  very  agreeable  draught,  which,  on  {landing 
fome  nights^  feparated  but  very  little. 

Experiment  XXVII. 

I  melted  bees- wax  in  fpirits  of  wine  upon 
the  fire,  and  filtred  off  the  fpirit :  half  a 
drachm  of  the  wax  fo  treated,  rubbed  with 
a  drachm  of  mucilage,  mixed  with  an  ounce 
and  half  of  water,  foas  to  appear  like  an  uni¬ 
form  emulfion ;  but  this  requires  fome  la¬ 
bour  :  the  wax  foon  fwims  at  top,  but  eafily 
mixes  again  by  agitation. 

E  e  3 
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) 

Experiment  XXVIII. 

A  fcruple  oijperma  ceti ,  rubbed  with  aa 
equal  quantity  of  mucilage,  nukes  an  elegant 
draught:  but  mofe  labour  is  here  required 
than  in  the  common  folution  with  yolk  of 
egg;  the  mixture  continues,  however,  much 
longer  homogeneous,  the  fperma  ceti  appear¬ 
ing  only  like  a  cloud  on  the  top  of  the 
vial  fome  days  after;  but,  on  agitation,  be¬ 
comes  perfectly  fmooth,  and  itstafte  as  little 
rancid  as  when  the  mixture  was  freflh  made. 

Experiment  XXIX. 

Four  grains  of  mufk,  one  fcruple  of  the 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic ,  one  ounce  and 
half  of  water,  of  ipirituous  water  and  Ample 
fyrup,  of  each  a  drachm  ;  with  very  little  la¬ 
bour,  formed  an  agreeable  draught ;  which 
appeared  uniform,  and  continued  fo  for  fome 
time,  when  the  mufk  fubffded  a  little,  but, 
by  a  flight  agitation,  foon  refumed  its  firft 
uniform  appearance, 


Expe- 
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Experiment  XXX. 

I  took  one  Temple  of  half  am,  fulph.  with 
a  fcruple  of  mucilage,  and  one  ounce  and 
half  of  water  3  and  this  alfo  mixed  agreeably 
and  feparated  but  little  on  handing  feme 
time:  the  tafle  was  likewife  lefs  offenfive 
than  might  have  been  expected. 

Experiment  XXXI. 

With  ten  drops  of  oyl  of  cloves,  one 
ounce  of  water,  and  a  fcruple  of  mucilage 
of  gum  arabic ,  a  perfect  union  may  eafily 
be  produced,  and  the  mixture  continues  uni¬ 
form  many  days. 

Experiment  XXXII. 

I  tried  the  fame  experiment  with  five 
drops  of  oyl  of  cloves,  annifeeds  and  nut¬ 
megs,  by  means  of  the  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic ,  and  an  ounce  and  half  of  water, 
which  readily  united. 

Experiment  XXXIII. 

A  mucilage  was  prepared  of  clean  gum 

tragacanth ,  dififolved  in  the  fame  water,  and 

E  e  4  of 
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of  a  fimilar  confidence  with  that  made  from 
gum  arabic :  with  this  mucilage  I  repeat¬ 
ed  the  preceding  experiments  by  agitation, 
but  could  not  unite  oyl  and  water  by  this 
medium  fo  fpeedily  or  ladingly  as  by  the 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic ,  tho’  I  made  ufe 
of  double  the  quantity  of  mucilage  to  that 
of  oyl  in  fome  of  the  experiments. 

Experiment  XXXIV, 

The  mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth  was  al- 
fo  tried  with  the  balfams,  by  attrition,  but  a 
larger  quantity  was  required,  and  the  union 
was  neither  fo  perfect  nor  fo  lading;  tho’  by 
fimple  agitation,  double  the  quantity  of  mu¬ 
cilage  mixed  the  balfam  and  water  fo  well 
as  to  have  the  appearance  of  an  uniform 
emulflon ;  but  the  parts  foon  feparated, 

»  '1  '  . 

Experiment  XXXV. 

Many  of  thefe  experiments,  by  attrition,  I 
repeated  with  mucilage  of  quince  feeds, 
made  of  the  like  confidence  with  the  others 
X  had  ufed,  and  found  the  mixture  fucceed- 

ed 
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ed  very  well,  and  in  mod:  of  them  better 
than  with  the  mucilage  of  gum  tragac. 

1 

Experiment  XXXVI. 

I  likewife  made  trial  of  ftarch,  reduced  to 
a  jelly  by  boiling  it  with  water,  and  found 
that  this  alfo  united  many  of  the  liquid  re- 
fins ;  tho*  on  ftanding  they  feparated :  fe- 
veral  fyrups  were  likewife  made  ufe  of  for 
the  like  experiments,  but  fcarcely  any  of 
thefe  fucceeded:  fyrup  of  marfli- mallows 
anfwers  the  bed: ;  but  even  this  is  inferior 
to  a  much  fmaller  quantity  of  the  mucilage 
of  gum  arabick  of  the  fame  conddence. 

Experiment  XXXVII. 

I  tried  to  cover  the  acid  of  vitriol  by  thefe 
mucilages,  and  found  that  of  gum  arable 
anfwered  bed: ;  the  quince  feeds  better  than 
the  tragacanth ,  and  that  better  than  the  fy¬ 
rup  althece  :  thefe  I  did  by  agitation. 
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Remarks  on  the  preceding  Experiments, 
By  J.  FOTHERGILL ,  M.  D. 

IT  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  the 
Society  with  what  view  the  preceding 
experiments  have  been  made,  and  what 
purpofes  they  are  intended  to  ferve ;  I  fhall 
do  this  with  as  much  concifenefs  as  I  can, 
and  fhall  point  out  fome  of  the  advantages, 
which  I  think  may  refult  from  them. 

In  1748  I  received  a  MS.  from  a  cor- 
refpondent  at  Dublin,  intituled,  A  new 
method  for  the  improvement  of  the  manufac¬ 
tures  of  drugs ,  in  a  treatife  on  the  elixir 
proprietatisy  which  was  printed  here  the 
fame  year  under  this  title :  at  that  time  I 
afcribed  it  to  Dr.  Rutty,  from  whom  I  re¬ 
ceived  it,  though  it  was  fent  to  me  as  the 
work  of  an  anonymous  acquaintance  ;  but  I 
have  fince  been  informed,  the  public  is  in¬ 
debted  for  it  to  H.  Barton,  an  ingenious 
apothecary  in  Dublin. 

Tho’  thefe  circumftances  may  feem  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  fubjed,  yet  as  I  think  the  trea¬ 
tife  above-mentioned  contains  much  ufeful 
in  {traction,  and  as  I  am  obliged  to  it  for  the 

hint 
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hint  which  gave  rife  to  the  preceding  expe¬ 
riments,  and  for  the  advantages  received  from 
them,  I  think  it  is  but  juftice  to  give  the 
public  this  information. 

Our  author  tells  us  (in  page  20)  that  he 
diflolved  gum  arabic  in  water  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  thick  mucilage,  with  this 
made  an  union  of  turpentine  with  water, 
in  the  form  of  a  neat,  fmooth  emulfion  : 
he  likewife  acquaints  us,  that  the  fame  mu¬ 
cilage,  with  fome  oyl  of  almonds  and  com¬ 
mon  water,  were  mixed  together  in  the  form 
of  an  emulfion. 

At  this  time  I  was  engaged  in  fome  enqui¬ 
ries  into  the  origin  of  amber,  and  as  I  had 
many  reafons  to  believe  that  it  was  a  vege¬ 
table  refin,  reduced  by  time  and  a  vitriolic 
acid,  into  the  condition  we  now  fee  it,  I 
imagined  it  not  impracticable  to  produce  a 
fubftance  refembling  amber  in  many  of  its 
properties. 

To  mix  a  ftrong  vitriolic  acid  intimately 
with  any  of  the  vegetable  refins,  was  a  difficulty 
I  could  not  furmount  till  I  met  with  the  treatife 
above-mentioned;  for  the  oyl  of  vitriol  burns 
that  part  of  the  refin  which  it  touches,  the 

mo- 
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moment  they  come  in  contact ;  and  if  the 
oyl  is  lowered  with  water,  it  will  not  mix 
by  any  other  means  I  am  acquainted  with, 
fo  intimately,  and  without  burning  the  refin, 
as  by  the  afliftance  of  a  mucilage ;  and  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  obferving,  from  the  firfl 
eflay  I  made,  that  the  mixture  inftantly 
gave  the  fragrance  of  amber  fufficiently 
jftrong  and  diftindt. 

Other  affairs  took  me  off  from  profecuting 
this  enquiry  any  farther  at  that  time  ;  but  I 
have  ftill  made  ufe  of  the  fame  contrivance 
to  exhibit  feveral  medicines,  in  a  liquid  form, 
which,  with  refpedt  to  extemporaneous  pre- 
feription,  are  fome  of  the  moft  untradtable 
in  the  materia  ?nedica. 

Expreffed  and  eflential  oyls,  balfams,  re* 
fins^  gummi-refins,  refinous  tindtures,  pin- 
guious  animal  fubftances,  by  the  means  of 
a  vegetable  mucilage,  are  rendered  to  a  cer* 
tain  degree  mifcible  with  water,  and  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  adminiftred,  in  this  form,  as 
fpeedily  and  effectually,  as  by  means  of 
the  vitellum  ovi,  the  common  medium  now 
in  ufe. 


The 
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The  mucilage  has  befides  this  further  ad¬ 
vantage  3  it  is  feldom  foreign  to  the  prefer!- 
ber’s  intention,  when  he  gives  thefe  fub- 
ftances  3  it  is  not  known  to  difagree  with 
the  ftomach  in  any  cafe  ;  which  cannot  be 
faid  of  the  vitel.  ovz.  It  is  not  liable  to  be¬ 
come  rancid  and  exceffively  prejudicial  3  and, 
what  will  be  of  weight,  with  fome  com¬ 
pounders,  it  is  much  lefs  expenfive. 

When  I  was  fatisfied,  from  my  own  expe¬ 
riments,  that  this  method  was  in  moft  cafes 
preferable  to  any  other  commonly  pradifed  $ 
and  thought  it  might  be  of  ufe  to  others  3  I 
prevailed  upon  y.  Bogle  French ,  an  ingenious 
apothecary,  with  whom  I  was  cafually  con- 
verfing  upon  the  fubjed,  to  be  at  the  pains 
of  making  fome  experiments,  on  purpofe  to 
determine,  whether  the  proportions  I  had 
commonly  ufed,  were  the  moft  proper  3 
whether  any  other  mucilage  would  fucceed 
better  than  that  which  I  had  commonly 
ufed*  viz.  the  mucilage  made  from  gum 
arabic  :  and  whether  Ample  agitation  would 
not  in  many  inftances,  render  the  mixture 
fufficiently  uniform  to  be  exhibited  without 
difguft. 


With 
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With  this  view  divers  experiments  were 
tried,  by  putting  the  feveral  ingredients 
mentioned,  into  a  phial,  and  fhaking  them 
together.  This  is  all  that  is  meant,  when 
the  union  is  faid  to  be  performed  by  agita¬ 
tion.  And  it  appears  from  feveral  of  the 
experiments,  that  this  procefs  is  all  that  is 
neceffary  to  mix  feveral  liquids  together, 
which  have  hitherto  required  much  more 
labour  by  any  other  method,  ‘viz.  expreffed 
and  diflilled  oyls,  the  more  liquid  refins, 
and  refinous  tindhires. — There  are  however 
feveral  fubftances,  viz.  the  thicker  balfams, 
refins,  and  many  others,  that  cannot  be 
treated  in  this  manner.  Thefe  were  firft 
rubbed  with  mucilage  in  a  glafs  or  marble 
mortar,  the  other  liquids  then  added,  and, 
by  rubbing  them  together,  well  mixed. 
This  is  all  that  is  intended  when  mention  is 
made  of  mixture  by  attrition. 

It  will  appear  from  the  preceding  experi¬ 
ments,  that  the  mucilage  of  g.  arabic  is, 
of  all  others  yet  tried,  the  moil  proper,  and 
fucceeds  the  moil  eafily  and  laftingly  of  any. 
That  by  means  of  this  mucilage,  and  in  feme 

cafes 
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cafes  even  by  the  powder  of  g.  arabic 
alone,  not  only  oyls  and  refills,  but  even 
pinguious  fubftances  may  be  reduced  to  the 
form  of  an  emulfion  with  water.  That  tho* 
even  a  vifcid  fyrup  alone  effects  this  union 
with  difficulty,  yet  an  addition  of  fyrup  to 
the  mucilage,  renders  the  union  more  per¬ 
fect.  (Exp.  VI.  VII.)  That  the  addition  of 
a  diftilled  fpirituous  liquor  does  not  prevent 
this  union. 

And  that  a  proportion,  like  the  following, 
will  feldom  diappoint  the  prefcriber’s  expec¬ 
tation  of  forming  a  neat  compofition. 

R  Aq.  fimp.  Spirit .  3’ii.  Balfam . 

Mucilag .  g.  arab .  38.  Syr.  jimp.  3*1. 

Or, 

R  Aq.  jimp.  %\.  01.  amygd.  Syr.  & 
aq.  j'pir .  a  a  3*1.  Pulv .  g.  arab.  3i» 
Vel  mucil .  g.  arab.  ^fs.  M.  agitando. 

That,  in  fome  cafes,  the  mucilage  not  only 
afts  this  part  the  beft  of  any,  but  conceals 
difagreeable  taftes,  and  covers  extreme  pun¬ 
gency. 


That 
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That  it  preferves  the  fubftances  it  is  thus 
united  with,  and  cannot  be  in  hazard  of  con- 
trailing  the  putrid  rancidity  that  the  yolk  of 
eggs,  the  medium  hitherto  moft  generally 
ufed,  is  liable  to. 

That  camphire  and  muik  may  thus  be  ex¬ 
hibited  in  a  liquid  form,  with  certainty,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dofe ;  whereas  nothing  is  more 
uncertain  than  the  prefent  method  of  admi- 
mitring  them  in  a  liquid  form  5  which,  where 
the  dofe  can  be  afcertained,  is  often  the 
beft. 

For  camphire,  given  in  fubitance,  either 
in  pills  or  a  bolus,  unlefs  it  is  very  carefully 
mixed,  will  often  occafion  great  anxieties, 
from  the  pungency  of  a  large  particle  of 
camphire  vellicating  the  ftomach.  And  the 
prefent  julepum  e  camphora  is  feldom  pre¬ 
pared  alike  in  any  two  ihops. 

The  fame  uncertainty  attends  the  muik 
when  given  in  a  liquid  form ;  for  if  the 
compounder  values  himfelf  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  neatnefs,  perhaps  great  part  of  the 
mufk  is  thrown  away.  The  mucilage, 
however,  unites  it  with  water  fo  readily 
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and  intimately  as  to  make  the  whole  frnooth 
and  uniform. 

Bees  wax,  from  the  difficulty  of  giving  it 
in  a  liquid  form,  has  hitherto  been  very  little 
ufed  internally ;  though  in  painful  diarrheas 
and  dyfenteries,  it  feems  to  promife  confide- 
rable  benefit.  From  Exp.  XXVII.  it  appears 
however,  that  this  fubftance  likewife  may 
be  rendered  mifcible  with  water,  by  firft 
making  the  But y rum  Cercz  Bateanum ,  and 
then  dividing  it  farther  by  the  powder  or 
mucilage  of  Gum  Arabic.  Half  an  ounce  of 
the  wax  fo  diflblved,  with  a  pint  of  barley- 
water,  a  proper  quantity  of  fpirituous  water 
and  a  little  fyrup,  forms  an  emulfion,  that 
in  the  cafes  fpecified  may  be  given  to  ad* 
vantage. 

Spenna  Ceti  beat  fine  in  a  marble  mortar, 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  Arabic  muci¬ 
lage,  forms  a  frnooth  pafie,  which  may  be 
kept  for  ufe  in  this  condition  many  days.  It 
grows  fomewhat  dry  and  hard  by  keeping, 
but  contracts  no  apparent  acrimony  or  ranci¬ 
dity.  This  pafie  eafiiy  mixes  with  water  by 
attrition,  and  fpeedily  forms  an  homogeneous 

F  f  milky 
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milky  liquor.  This  method  of  manufactu¬ 
ring  the  Spcrma  Ceti  for  extemporaneous 
prefcription,  feems  the  more  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice,  as  the  prefcriber  is  fupplied  with  a  me- 
.dicine  lefs  difguftful,  and  with  more  expedi¬ 
tion,  by  this  than  by  the  ufual  means,  and 
at  the  fame  time  with  more  eafe  to  the 
compounder. 

The  moil  common  method  of  uniting 
oils  and  waters  at  prefent,  is,  by  means  of 
fome  volatile  alcaline  fait  or  fpirit ;  but  there 
are  many  difeafes  in  which  theie  are  im~ 
proper :  oil  is  often  prefcribed  in  nephritic 
cafes ;  to  give  it  alone  adds  to  the  naufea 
which  the  diforder  itfelf  produces ;  here 
volatile  fpirits  are  foreign  to  the  intention , 
The  mucilage  coincides  with  the  general 
defign,  and  produces  an  emulfion  both 
grateful  and  falutary. 

Another  circumflance  that  renders  this 
■method  of  exhibiting  oils  preferable  in  many 
cafes  to  that  with  volatile  alkalies,  is,  that 
acids  may  be  eafily  and  agreeably  given  at 
the  fame  time. 


When 
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When  I  firft  began  to  ufe  the  mucilage 
for  the  purpofe  of  mixing  oil  and  water,  in 
order  to  fucceed  the  more  effectually,  I  fome- 
times  directed  a  fmaller  quantity  or  muci¬ 
lage,  and  likewife  of  the  volatile,  than  would, 
ofthemfelves  alone,  be  fufficient  to  unite 
the  oil  and  water  together.  But  this,  in- 
ftead  of  promoting,  prevented  it  intirely : 
the  mucilage  curdled,  its  latent  acid  deftroy- 
ed  the  alcali  $  and  no  lading  union  could 
be  obtained,  even  by  long  attrition.  Hard 
calcarious  waters  likewife  render  the  mixture 
difficult,  fometimes  impracticable. 

But  acids  have  no  fuch  effeCt  5  the  union 
fucceeds  as  well  when  dulcified  ipint  of 
nitre,  elixir  of  vitriol,  oil  of  vitriol,  or  any 
other  acid  I  have  yet  tried,  are  added,  as 
without  them.  Nay,  their  acidity  is  fo  far 
concealed,  that  a  quantity  may  be  given 
under  this  difguife,  in  a  fmaller  compafs, 
than  by  any  other  way  I  am  acquainted 

with. 
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This  Day  is  Publijhed , 

In  One  Large  Volume  Qu arto, 

A  Methodical  SYNOPSIS  of  MINERAL 

WATERS;  (being  a  Work  of  Twenty-one 
Years)  comprehending  the  mod  celebrated  Medicinal 
Waters,  both  cold  and  hot,  of  Great  Britain ,  Ireland , 
France ,  Germany  and  Italy ,  befides  many  other  Parts  of 
the  World.  Wherein  the  feveral  impregnating  Mine¬ 
rals  being  previoufly  defcribed,  and  their  Charadferiftics 
inveftigated,  each  Water  is  reduced  to  its  proper  Genus; 
and  befides  the  particular  Analyfis,  the  Virtues,  Ufes 
and  Abufes,  of  the  Waters,  are  defcribed,  in  a  Method 
entirely  new ;  with  a  far  more  diftindt  and  ample  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Sulphurous,  Vitriolic,  and  Copper  Waters, 
than  has  been  publilhed.  Interfperfed  with  Tables 
tending  to  throw  Light  upon  this  intricate  Subjedt : 
And  Abftradts  of  the  principal  Authors  who  have 
treated  on  Mineral  Waters;  and  the  Accounts  of 
Waters,  difperfed  in  the  Adis  of  the  feveral  Learned 
Societies  in  Europe,  are  colledled  and  properly  digefted. 

By  JOHN  RUTTY,  M.  D. 

N,  B.  Particular  Waters  minutely  treated  of  in  this  Work , 

are  thefe  following  : 

Dublin  purging 
Springs 


A  cion 

Aix  la  Chapelle 
Alford 

Aponus  Baths 
Aquae  Bollenfes 
Aitrope 
Baden  Baths 
Baluruc  Baths 
Balamurta 
Ballyfpellan 
Barages  Baths 
Barnet 

Bourbon  Baths 

Bath,  Somerfetfhire 

Briitol 

Buxton 

Caldas  Baths 

Caroline  Baths 

Cheltenham 

Cleves 

Cronebaun 

Deddington 

Dog  and  Duck 

Dulwich 

Dunfe 


Egra 
Epfom 
Fonfanche 
Forges 
Geronfterre 
Hartfell 
Harrigate 
Holt 

Jamaica  Hot  Waters 
Jeffop’s  Well 
Iflino-ton 

O 

Knarefborough 
Lacus  Afphaltites,  or 
the  Lake  of  Sodom 
Loch  Nefs 
Lough  Neagh 
Mallow  warmWater 
Matlock 
Maudhey 


Pancras 

Paffi 

Pyrmont 

Scarborough 

Spa 

Schwalbacanfes 

Aquae 

Shadwell 

Shapmoor 

Stretham 

Sydenham  Common 
Swadlingbar 
Thetford 
Tilbury 
Tralee 
Tunbridge 
Thermae 
De  Vichy  Baths 
Villa  Baths 
Upminfter 
Wiibadenfes 
And  above  170 
more. 


Moffat 
.Nevilholt 
North-hall 
Oily  Well  (Edin¬ 
burgh) 
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